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2022-2023
PROJECTS

Local education foundations
that led

 Wells Fargo Investing in 
 Florida's Future Projects



PROJECT HIGHLIGHTS

10 School Districts
1,667 Students

In 2022-2023, Wells Fargo's investment impacted:

of student participants increased
financial knowledge

74%
of student participants opened a

bank account

25%

of participating students
completed a budget

73%
of participating students

indicated an intent to save
money

73%
of participating students gained

confidence in finances

73%





TAKE STOCK IN YOUR
FINANCIAL FUTURE

387 Students
Grades 7-12

Outcome Highlight: 82% of students increased financial
knowledge.

This project supplemented services to Take
Stock in Children students through additional
workshops and trainings with the goal of
exposing them to financial literacy and
supporting them in taking actionable steps
toward securing their own financial stability,
including opening a bank account and
establishing a budget. These activities included
in-person events with food and fellowship,
hands on support filling out financial aid, group
mentoring led by financial experts, and college
readiness discussions.

Financial Aid Night, where students were
supported in completing the FAFSA for college,
also included this year sessions on: budgeting,
financial independence and its importance in
relationships, and financial aid and making
college more affordable.

Wells Fargo representatives were engaged to
participate in group mentoring and discussions
in financial curriculum.



PROJECT NEST EGG
108 Students
Grades 9-12

Outcome Highlight: 100% of students completed a budget, increased
their financial knowledge, gained confidence in finances and
indicated an intent to save money.

This project supplemented services to Take
Stock in Children students through additional
budgeting and saving-for-college/career
components. Activities included:

• Parental involvement in helping students open
bank accounts
• Mad City Money Workshop where students
were given a budget and went to different real-
world stations on medical care, childcare,
utilities, etc., discerning how to spend their
dollars
• Banking Workshop where students learned
about interest and savings, how to identify and
differentiate the different kinds of bank
accounts and setting SMART goals. 

Wells Fargo representatives served as
instructors during the workshops and helped
students work through individual budgets and
SMART goal setting.



FUTURE READY CLAY: 
FINANCIAL LITERACY

300 Students
Grades 9-12

Outcome Highlight: 100% of students completed a budget, increased
their financial knowledge and indicated an intent to save money.

This project supported the expansion of the education
foundation’s Future Ready Clay initiative to include financial
literacy resources and events for students and families. 

At three Reality Fairs, students were assigned different life
situations--married or single, number of children, profession, and
monthly income--and “good” or “bad” credit. Students visited
stations that included housing, transportation, insurance, and
childcare, and had to make decisions in line with their
circumstances and personal budget. Wells Fargo employees
supported the fair held at Keystone Heights High School by
manning a check point that students had to stop by and get their
budget forms signed. Community members and financial
partners manned the stations and offered their expertise as
students made decisions. At the credit union station, students
were taught how to write a check and at two of the fairs, they had
the opportunity to open a savings account at their in-school bank
branch.

A Career Fair was hosted by the Career and Technical Education
Department of the district for graduating seniors. Seniors were
transported by bus so that everyone could attend, and students
were offered additional opportunities to expand their financial
literacy by visiting booths of participating banks and credit
unions.



BANKING, INVESTING, CREDIT, 
COLLEGE AND THE VALUE OF MONEY

110 Students
Grades 9-12

Outcome Highlight: 98% of students increased their financial
knowledge.

The goal of the program was to teach financial
literacy to students at Booker T. Washington High
School, so they understand what services banks
and credit unions offer, how to open various
accounts, how to maintain and reconcile a check
register, how to budget, the basics of investing and
the value of money. 

Project activities included a series of four 90-
minute lunch seminars with guest speakers from
banks and other local financial institutions that
provided interesting and interactive activities on
the following topics:

• Banking 101: Learned what services banks and
credit unions offer, opening various accounts and
how to maintain a check register/reconciliation
preparing monthly budget.
• Investing: Learned the different tools available to
evaluate all of the various investing options. Play
the stock market game, understand the time value
of money.
• College and Credit: Explored how much credit will
really cost when used loans for college or credit
cards.
• Dinner and Dollars: A luncheon where students
reflected and showed their gained confidence in
managing finances.

Students kept a reflection journal and
demonstrated  internalization of course concepts
and creating individual goals and the ability to
explain to others what they learned.



YOU CAN COUNT ON CHANGE:
FINANCIAL LITERACY PROGRAM

100 Students
Grades K-5

Outcome Highlight: 100% of students completed a budget, increased
their financial knowledge, gained confidence in finances and indicated
an intent to save money.

The goal of this project was to help elementary
students gain a better understanding of financial
life skills through project-based learning
strategies. Activities included worksheets and
teacher-led discussions on learning to make
spending decisions, earning and learning what
money is and the value of a dollar, creating an
allowance and effective spending plans/budgets,
money responsibility, saving and investing,
comparison shopping, learning basic banking
skills, learning to make good financial choices, and
learning how to set up and manage a savings
account.

Students had hands-on learning opportunities to
practice filling out deposit slips, checks, and
account registry, use play money, coins,
checkbook, deposit slips and debit card at a mock
store, ATM and bank.

Wells Fargo employees engaged with students and
teachers in discussions of the role of banks vs.
Credit Unions to supplement the Why Banking
Lesson. They explained what a banker does and
gave important tips on setting up a mock banking
center in the classroom for students to practice
using banking skills. Wells Fargo contributed the
curriculum and additional video resources for the
project and engaged with the teachers to provide
support by giving real world insight on the Banking
World and hands on application ideas to apply
within the lessons to encourage learning. 



LION FINANCIAL LITERACY

125 Students
Grades 11-12

Outcome Highlight:  100% of students completed a budget, increased
their financial knowledge, gained confidence in finances and indicated
an intent to save.

"The students love the games, especially the
budgeting game. We now dedicate Fridays to Personal

Finance Lab. The students are getting competitive
with their rankings and scores. They like the turn-
based nature to it and the way that information is

presented. I definitely would like to use this platform
again next year."



Matthew Williams

Teacher,  Leon High School

The purpose of this program was for students
to develop life-long skills in financial literacy
through engaging in the Personal Budgeting
Game, an engaging learning experience that
teaches financial literacy skills with real-life
scenarios and consequences. It is an online
atmosphere that allows the classroom teacher
to establish the rules of the game.



Using a budget and life simulator, students
were able to make choices on what kind of
lifestyle they wanted to have and the financial
impacts of that lifestyle. The simulation
started off in a college scenario with a part-
time job moving to a full-time job. Students
experienced different budgetary expenses and
bills and had to work on balancing their
income with expenses. Overall, the students
felt that the budget game gave them an
insight into how life throws unexpected events
at you and how important having the ability to
navigate financial choices is. Students were
able to try out the stock market game but
were frustrated with the overall low
performance of stocks. During the few
months they engaged with the stock market,
stocks were generally down, and students
could see the realities of short-term investing
and understood that stocks are a long-term
investment.



FUNDING MY FUTURE

110 Students
Grades 9-12

Outcome Highlight:  34% of students opened a bank account.

The goal of this project was to prepare low-income, at-risk students with the knowledge, skillset and personal
accountability to be financially literate.  Activities included:

• Virtual workshops hosted by College Coaches and a Wells Fargo Wealth Advisor on the importance of a
working budget, and how to build financial confidence, credit management.  Students were encouraged to
prioritize scholarships and grants and take/retake the ACT or SAT for Bright Futures and merit-based
institutional funding.
• Juniors, Seniors and their volunteer mentors received communications throughout the yar encouraging them
to continue to work on a budget and look for eligibility for scholarships and grants to help complete college as
debt free as possible, including but not limited to Florida Bright Futures opportunities. 
• A pizza-themed meeting was hosted at the College of Central Florida for Seniors utilizing the principles of
the “I Want More Pizza” book, as well as Wells Fargo financial literacy resources. Students also met with
financial aid experts and student activities boards, to learn about additional financial opportunities.  



CASH: CREATING ADMIRABLE
SPENDING HABITS

100 Students
Grades 9-12

Outcome Highlight:  66% of students created a budget, increased their
financial knowledge, gained confidence in finances and indicated an
intent to save.

The purpose of this project was to
facilitate a simulated adult experience
for students to better comprehend
what it means to develop a budget,
the discipline to stick to it, and
understand the consequences for
going astray. Foundation staff and
volunteers created a “Reality Check”
event to illustrate all the possibilities
for spending income as an adult. 

Enrolled students participated in
Ramsey’s Foundations in Personal
Finance program classes prior to the
event. At “Reality Check” students
were given an annual salary amount
and asked to spend those funds on
what they deemed necessities at
booths for housing, transportation,
entertainment, groceries and
communications. Students with funds
left over after visiting each booth
received a 100 Grand candy bar.
Those who spent beyond their means
received a donut.



TAKING "ACCOUNT" OF 
OUR STUDENTS

102 Students
Grades 9-12

Outcome Highlight: 100% of students indicated an increased interest in
life skills, having a better understanding of budgets, and indicated an
intent to save money.

The goal of this project was to ensure students are equipped with the tools needed to remain
successful, not only during school, but also throughout their transition into the "adult" world.

Students had the opportunity to learn from local financial experts via online Zoom conference calls
about the basics of banking and personal financial responsibility. They were provided tips and tricks for
operating within a budget, what to look for when opening a bank account, how to be responsible with
personal financial information, how to build credit, and more. The topics and ideas will serve students
well as they transition into their post-secondary plans and begin carrying more financial responsibility.
During the webinar, students had the opportunity to complete a budget and ask questions to the
speakers. 

Wells Fargo employees joined two Zoom calls to speak with different groups of students, providing
them with valuable knowledge for their future. Those team members also allowed us to share their
information with the students in the event questions came up later on about the topics discussed. 



MASTERING FINANCIAL LITERACY

225 Students
Grades 11-12

Outcome Highlight: 100% of students completed a budget, increased
their financial knowledge, gained confidence in finances and indicated
an intent to save.

The purpose of this project was to support students in learning how to navigate the many facets of
financial wellbeing. In a multifaceted approach, students completed seven different Everfi financial
literacy modules, including budgeting and taxes and developing their own budget spreadsheet. 

Students completed a personal or family budget for one year as well as sample tax return form to better
prepare them for reporting and paying taxes. Students also reviewed how to create a savings account
using the Wells Fargo website and student account information.  In addition, students were required to
complete the State of Florida Financial Freedom workbook, as a self-study guide to financial literacy.

Students showed their new financial literacy knowledge in different ways.  They created posters showing
what they have learned about becoming one in three Americans not living paycheck to paycheck. The
culminating activity was a field trip to Southeastern University to listen to a financial focused
presentation on enrolling in college and how to minimize debt while attending.  Students learned about
the pluses and minuses of the scholarship and loan process. Students met with Professor Dennis Ross,
former U.S. Congressman, who discussed the importance of individual financial security and implications
of taxes.





PUBLICITY AND
ADDITIONAL PROJECT
MATERIALS

Social Media spotlights
Website Exposure
Press Releases and Media Coverage
Foundation Forum Articles (Audience 6,000+)
Member Minute Articles (Internal 400+)



SOCIAL MEDIA
SPOTLIGHTS



SOCIAL MEDIA
SPOTLIGHTS



SOCIAL MEDIA
SPOTLIGHTS



WEBSITE EXPOSURE
SAMPLE



MEDIA COVERAGE
SAMPLES



STORIES AND PHOTOS

"I am able to take information I learned from Ramsey lessons and implant them into my
life and live through finances the right way such as staying out of debt, saving for

retirement , being careful with student loans, etc. There are a couple of concepts I can
use when I receive steady income."



- Escambia County student



"I feel prepared to live on my own."



- Marion County student





On behalf of Florida's local education
foundations, the Consortium of Florida

Education Foundations thanks you for your
commitment to enhancing student

achievement with your investment in Wells
Fargo Investing in Florida's Future.

Mary Chance, President
Consortium of Florida Education Foundations

P.O. Box 358719
Gainesville, FL 32635-8719

(352) 338-0250 • MaryChance@cfef.net
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