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Curriculum
In
Olentangy

 No set curriculum, just state standards
 3 Curriculum Development Employees
 4 Equity and Inclusion Employees
 Department started in 2012 with 1 half-time teacher
 Vision: Promoting a culture of inclusive excellence for
students, staff, and families

Dr. Hasan Kwame Jeffries
 Associate Professor of History at OSU

 Teaches courses on the Civil Rights and Black
Power Movement

District
Endorsed
Speakers

 Spoke or contributed at least 8 times in the
past 5 years.
Dr. Gholdy Muhammad
 Associate Professor of Language and
Literacy at Georgia State University
 Keynote speaker for ONE Community
Conference on May 8, 2021.
Matthew R. Kay
 Founding teacher at Science Leadership
Academy
 Keynote speaker for ONE Community
Conference on February 8, 2020
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Dr. Jeffries
Training

“We didn’t take the training seriously or
reflect on it at all, because it was designed to
make us feel guilt. I was hired to educate
students, I’m not qualified to talk to
people’s kids about micro agressions. I
don’t have a degree in that. The hour of
training didn’t make me feel qualified to
have those awful discussions with kids and I
will never do it.”
~Anonymous OLSD Teacher

Teacher
Testimonials

“The PD day in September was supposed to
be centered on developing a sense of
belonging in students and staff. I, and many
other staff members, left on that day
feeling completely defeated. I for the first
time in my years at OLSD felt like I
completely did not belong in the district.
The day was focused on a CRT agenda which
goes against my personal values and beliefs.
I was truly devastated and so were many
colleagues. ”
~Anonymous OLSD Teacher

“Most teachers I know hate the idea of not
including all students, or making a student
feel as though they are not welcomed. I
think when we first heard Dr. Jeffries, I was
hoping, like many teachers, to better
understand how we can meet each of our
students’ needs. On one occasion he
presented the desire for Americans, in our
history, to find ways to stop the Black vote
from mattering. I was concerned with his
claim that the riots on Capitol Hill were due
to the fact that White Americans did not
want the Black vote to matter. This is
contradictory to reports that the riot was
due to a belief that the counting of votes
was rigged and some illegal processes had
occurred. What further bothered me was
that he did not present real proof for this
reasoning. I believe we need to do what is
best for our students and in order to do this
we need to gain more knowledge, however,
this is best if we learn from multiple
perspectives, NOT just on! I know after that
presentation, several colleagues were
uncomfortable with the presentation, but
were afraid to say anything out of fear.”
~Anonymous Teacher

Teacher
Testimonials

“I thought Jeffries had some good insights and experiences to share.
However, I was concerned that he believes that racism should be taught
across all subject areas, across all grades. I’m concerned that this
constant focus on racism will do nothing to bring our students together.
I am all for diversity, inclusion, and making sure students see
themselves in books and in lessons, but if we are moving to a place
where racism is being brought into every class, in all grades, I’m
afraid it will only drive students apart and create a
victim/sympathizer mentality. We seem to be moving away from the
positive contributions and successes of the Black community, stories
that inspire and lift up. I am also highly concerned by this quote: “It is
especially important to reassure parents, especially white parents, that
this isn’t about shaming white children, blaming them for something
they had no part in. They aren’t responsible for what happened in the
past or events today. But they are in fact responsible for cleaning up the
mess we have made. They are responsible for tomorrow.” This is not a
problem for white children only. Racism and bullying spans across all
races and we must teach all of our children to do their part to find
ways to bring healing to our communities.”
~Anonymous OLSD Teacher
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“When I was at Hyatts (MS) I
remember a student teacher who
was telling us that communism can
be a great thing and that dictators
like Stalin and Mao Zedong had the
right ideas but just didn't execute
them right. ”

Student
Testimonials

“Social studies teacher showed kids
this Marxist video. It was during
world history lesson on the
industrial revolution. Of course there
was no alternate video shown about
capitalism. When I complained to
the Principal that this is not
appropriate he sided with the
teacher. He said this video was on
the table for all teachers to show
during this lesson. “

“In September, I saw a Black Lives
Matter image on a school monitor that
scrolls announcements. It made me
upset, because I know what that group
represents, so I sent the image to my
mom. My mom posted the image to a
local Facebook page voicing her
disagreement with BLM being in the
school. I didn’t even know my mom
posted it online, but I found out
because people started calling me
racist, and sending me text messages
saying things like, “Your mother
doesn’t know who she is dealing
with” and making comments like,
“you need to control your mother” I
didn’t want to return to school, and I’ve
been shunned by long time friends
because of it.”

Student
Testimonials

“My English Teacher, likes to “teach” us
our material through BLM, Suppression,
and human rights. Handed out BLM
coloring sheets as everyone understands
where her views are at. She teaches all
left policies as she’s never said she’s on
the left but it’s obvious as everyone in the
class agrees. Friends and acquaintances
in the class all thing she’s sensitive, shy,
and can’t take control and teach us
something. She’s a good person but not
for what she teaches and how she does
it. Nobody wants someone to lose a job
but she is not fit to teach in this society.
Kids should develop their own beliefs and
to see what works and doesn’t. Not for
people to tell them what works as us as a
nation won’t develop if we don’t have new
ideas. We are listening to a BLM podcast,
we are watching a movie based upon a
wrongfully convicted Black man. We look
at the Forbes 400 and she starts it off
with wow so interesting then ends it with
“there’s not enough women on here”. All
the Left policies being taught and
preached can be looked past since we’re
mature but we haven’t learned a single
thing.”

“This past February my son's 6th grade English class was learning simple writing composition. The example provided by their teacher
was age appropriate for 11 year old students and easy to understand. But, my son along with several others were assigned the
topic, "Social Justice" a bit more complicated subject. My son was quarantined at home so I stepped in to help him. The article from
Newsela, highlighted violence by police and others against Black Americans. The article stated that a white police officer from
Kenosha, Wisconsin shot an unarmed Black man, Jacob Blake. The article was factually incorrect and out of date. Jacob Blake
admitted to being armed with a knife and resisting arrest. The prosecuting attorney on the case released the officer of any wrong
doing. The article was also very opinionated with one quote stating, "And to the police: get some education and read your Bibles.“
I contacted the teacher to find out why an outdated incorrect source would be provided to our students and her response was that
they use newsela and the articles are not always up to date. She did not replace the article for the class but told me that my student
could choose an article of his liking. She continued to use the outdated, incorrect and terribly biased article to teach writing
structure to her students. I shared the article with our Superintendent and our Director of Curriculum and they simply stated that
teachers are permitted to select their own teaching materials.”

Parent
Testimonials

 Gather incidents of concern in the classrooms
 Create a place for Students and Parents to post
anonymously

What Can
We Do?

 Inform Parents and Taxpayers of incidents
 Make changes to the School Board
 Talk with friends and neighbors about what is
happening in your district

 KEEP FIGHTING FOR THE KIDS!

