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Anael Dominguez (CDI: Planning)

From: John Hornick (Fire Services)
Sent: Monday, May 1, 2023 4:43 PM
To: Anael Dominguez (CDI: Planning)
Cc: Randi Doveton (CDI: Planning); Michael Vieira (Fire Services)
Subject: Fire Comments

Monday, May 15th, 2023 Hall County Planning Commission Meeting. 
 
3271 & 3270 Buffington Farm Road | Rezone | from Agricultural-Residential-III (AR-III) and Vacation-Cottage (V-C) to 
Planned Residential Development (PRD) on a 55.54± acre tract located on the north side of Buffington Farm Road at its 
intersection with Cagle Road | Zoned AR-III & V-C; Tax Parcels 09106 000001A & 000005 (pt.) | Proposed use: 216-lot 
subdivision | ** Commission District 3 | Arabella Capital, LLC, applicant. 
 
Phase 1,2 and 3 must meet the following fire codes below. 
 
503.2.2 Authority. 
The fire code official shall have the authority to require or permit modifications to the required access
widths where they are inadequate for fire or rescue operations or where necessary to meet the public
safety objectives of the jurisdiction. The fire apparatus access roads shall comply with the requirements 
of this section and Appendix D of the International Fire Code 2018 edition including Georgia State
modifications. 
 

Georgia State Modifications Below: 
Add a new section, Appendix D 107.1, as follows: 

Developments of one- or two-family dwellings where the number of dwelling units exceeds 120 shall be 
provided with two separate and approved fire apparatus access roads. Phase 2 is proposed to have 136 dwelling 
units. 

Exceptions: 

1. Where there are more than 120 dwelling units on a single public or private fire apparatus access road 
and all dwelling units are equipped throughout with an approved automatic sprinkler system in 
accordance with Section 903.3.1.1, 903.3.1.2 or 903.3.1.3, access from two directions shall not be 
required. 

2. The number of dwelling units on a single fire apparatus access road shall not be increased unless fire 
apparatus access roads will connect with future development, as determined by the fire code official. 

3. The fire apparatus access roads cannot be installed because of location on the property, topography, 
waterways, nonnegotiable grades or other similar conditions, and an approved alternative means of fire 
protection is provided. Plans shall accompany the written request that delineate improvements to 
proposed fire apparatus access roads approved by the fire code official of the local responding fire 
department. Recommended compliance alternatives for residential developments having less than the 
minimum of two entrances includes, but is not limited to one of more of the following alternative 
remedies: 

1. Enhanced turning radii to meet local responding fire department requirements; and/or 
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2. Increased road widths to meet local responding fire department requirements; or The Hall 
County Fire Marshal’s Office requires road widths of 26’ when the number of dwellings exceed 
120 in residential developments. 

3. Fire Lane signs per D103.6 in locations determined by the Fire Code Official; or 

4. The absence of dead-end streets and cul-de-sacs; and unless the requirements meet or exceed 
Table D103.4 for Fire Apparatus Access Roads; or 

5. The primary entrance roadway being a boulevard with medians and each lane meeting fire access 
road widths; or 

6. Single entrance roads providing a dedicated emergency lane separating each drive lane; or 

7. Additional fire apparatus access road which is permitted to be a roadway or approved surface not 
accessible to motor vehicles, designed by a registered design professional to meet the loading 
requirements and minimum specifications of Appendix D; and this surface provides all weather 
conditions capabilities for emergency fire department access; or 

8. Statement by Fire Code Official that the Plans submitted meet the requirements of Exception 3 
and/or Appendix D for access by local responding fire department 

Pursuant to O.C.G.A. Title 25-2-12 (e)(4) the local fire official, building official, or developer may 
obtain a waiver when adequate access appropriate for the fire apparatus of the local responding 
fire department is not met or provided by using alternative methods on a waiver form designed 
and prescribed by the Safety Fire Commissioner. The State Fire Marshal or designated 
representative shall respond within 30 days for the decision for approval or disapproval or 
recommendations for modifications to the Plan. If the 30-day time frame is not met, the Plans 
submitted shall be deemed to be approved. 

Add a new section, Appendix D 107.2, as follows: 

Where two fire apparatus access roads are required, they shall be placed a distance apart equal to 
not less than one-half of the length of the maximum overall diagonal dimension of the property or 
area to be served, measured in a straight line between accesses. 

503.2.5 Dead ends. 
Dead-end fire apparatus access roads in excess of 150 feet (45 720 mm) in length shall 
be provided with an approved area for turning around fire apparatus. See Table D103.4 
Requirements for dead end fire apparatus roads. 
 
503.6 Security gates. 
The installation of security gates across a fire apparatus access road shall 
be approved by the fire code official. Where security gates are installed, they shall have 
an approved means of emergency operation. The security gates and the emergency 
operation shall be maintained operational at all times. Electric gate operators, where 
provided, shall be listed in accordance with UL 325. Gates intended for automatic 
operation shall be designed, constructed and installed to comply with the requirements of 
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ASTM F2200. Knox key switch override device shall be installed at each gate that is 
access controlled. 
 
Fire apparatus roads shall not terminate abruptly at a security gate, approved turnaround 
shall be provided. 
 
507.5.1 Where required. 
Where a portion of the facility or building hereafter constructed or moved into or within the 
jurisdiction is more than 400 feet (122 m) from a hydrant on a fire apparatus access road, 
as measured by an approved route around the exterior of the facility or building, on-site 
fire hydrants and mains shall be provided where required by the fire code official. All 
proposed dwellings shall be no greater than 400’ hose lay distance from a fire hydrant as 
the fire truck travels. 
 
 

 
 

 

Regards, 
 
John Hornick, NPQ Fire Service Plans Examiner 1 
Lieutenant, Hall County Fire Rescue 
Hall County Government 
Main: 770-531-6838 │Cell: 404-597-0083 
Website: www.Hallcounty.org 
 

     
 
 


