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Katie L. Greenway (Planning)

From: Katie L. Greenway (Planning)
Sent: Friday, October 3, 2025 12:56 PM
To: Katie L. Greenway (Planning)
Subject: FW: Project Data Center

 
 

From: Scott Hall 
Sent: Thursday, October 2, 2025 8:26 PM 
To: Beth Garmon (Planning) <bgarmon@hallcounty.org> 
Subject: Project Data Center 
 

Dear Ms. Garmon, 
  
I am a resident of Hall County writing to express my strong concerns about the proposed Project 
Turbo data center at 2400 O'Kelly Road. Data centers today consume between 300,000 and 
1,000,000 gallons of water per day for cooling. As a 900,000-square-foot facility drawing from 
Gainesville's municipal water supply—sourced from Lake Lanier—this project could consume 
hundreds of thousands of gallons daily for server cooling, exacerbating our region's vulnerability to 
shortages. We've seen Lake Lanier drop dramatically during the 2007-2009 drought, and 15 feet in 
2023. With Georgia's data center boom already straining resources statewide, prioritizing this 
development risks household disruptions, higher utility costs, and ecosystem harm. Understanding 
how data centers have also negatively impacted community electricity supply should also be a key 
consideration in this matter. 
  
While I understand public comment is not permitted at the October 6 Planning Commission meeting, I 
urge the Commission to recommend denial or require robust mitigations, such as electricity 
guarantees, binding water-use caps and drought contingency plans, before forwarding to the October 
23 Board hearing. Our community's long-term sustainability must come first over short-term economic 
gains. 
  
Thank you for forwarding this to the Commission and ensuring resident voices are considered. I 
appreciate your attention and am available for any follow-up. 
 
Regards,  
  
 
 
Scott Hall  

5408 Yachtsman Lane 
Gainesville, GA 30504 
Business Development - OFS 
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Hall County Should Say NO to Data Processing Center​
 
Hall County should say NO to a new data center being proposed. A recently released report, 
from the University of Michigan, on the impact of comparable data centers shows the negative 
impacts outweigh the positive to rural and suburban areas.  
 

1.​ Environmental damage and habitat loss would significantly impact our county. Local 
air/noise pollution harms wildlife and humans and negatively impacts quality of life. 

2.​ Increase local energy demand and will lead to higher utility costs. The extensive and 
continuous power used at these centers force local companies to upgrade and/or buy more 
generation capacity. These costs will be passed on to residents and small businesses 
through higher rates.  

3.​ Extensive strain on water resources and local services will strain local sewage and 
water facilities. We are already a community well aware of how droughts impact our 
county. We do not need a facility that uses massive amounts of water competing with 
residents who need a consistent water supply. While the city says it can handle the water, 
there is no guarantee that our water supply will remain consistent.  

4.​ Community and safety harms will negatively impact our county. Security fencing 
reduces neighborhood livability and can depress property values. Outages, accidents, and 
cybersecurity incidents can disproportionately impact residents and businesses.  

5.​ Ineffective Tax Incentives: Tax breaks for data centers do not deliver the promised 
economic benefits, such as high-paying jobs, and they reduce local tax revenues, while 
shifting financial burdens onto communities and schools. The corporations reap most of 
the tax incentives, while local communities carry the financial burden.  

 
The evidence from existing data centers in Georgia, Illinois, Indiana, Iowa, Michigan, Nebraska, 
Utah, Virginia, and Washington show that communities are not benefiting. Local communities 
are sounding the alarm on the harm these data centers have caused their cities. No one is 
benefiting except for the corporations who have no vested interest in our community. 
 
Hall County should just say NO to this center and put people over immediate profit. 
 

 

Nguyen, Terry. “What Happens When Data Centers Come To Town.” Ford School 
Science,Technology, and Public Policy, July 2025. 
https://stpp.fordschool.umich.edu/sites/stpp/files/2025-07/stpp-data-centers-2025.pdf.  

 
 






