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Anael Dominguez (Administration)

From: Katie G. Ahmed (Planning)
Sent: Tuesday, April 14, 2026 12:32 PM
To: Jennifer Rivera (Administration); Kaitlyn Elliott (Planning); Anael Dominguez 

(Administration)
Subject: FW: Thumbs Up Mission 

 
 
Katie Ahmed 
Director of Planning and Zoning  
Planning and Zoning  
(direct office) 770-297-2649 
kahmed@hallcounty.org 
 
Please note, as of January 20, Community Development and Infrastructure departments, including Planning and 
Zoning have been temporarily relocated to 2829 Browns Bridge Road, the Hall County Government Center Temporary 
Annex. 
 
 

From: Elizabeth Cain <ecain@peachstatebank.com>  
Sent: Tuesday, April 14, 2026 12:00 PM 
To: kcooper@hallcounty.com; Billy Powell (County Commission) <bpowell@hallcounty.org>; David Gibbs (County 
Commission) <dgibbs@hallcounty.org>; stowe@hallcounty.org; Katie G. Ahmed (Planning) <kahmed@hallcounty.org>; 
Jennifer Rivera (Administration) <jrivera@hallcounty.org> 
Subject: Thumbs Up Mission  
 

To the Board of Commissioners,  
 
I wanted to send a personal email about the rezoning applicaƟon for Thumbs Up Mission. I understand the 
community’s hesitance towards the project but personally I believe the allowance of the project would be far 
more beneficial than harmful.  
 
My father, Dick Baxter, was one of the few paid employees by Thumbs Up for 9 years. I’m a daughter of a man 
that beat prostate cancer when I was in high school. He felt so passionately about Thumbs Up Mission that he 
worked for them unƟl his final days. He went to countless funerals and told others oŌen he saw this job as an 
opportunity to “walk others home.” He passed away from complicaƟons with pancreaƟc cancer in 2024 where 
my family and I had the pleasure and deep pain of walking him home. Being a child of a dad that beat cancer 
and also lost to cancer, I can say that the Thumbs Up community has been much larger than just a camp to my 
family. My husband, stepson, son & I have been volunteers with Thumbs Up since 2022. We have had the 
pleasure of walking with numerous families though their cancer journeys. In turn, when we lost my dad, we 
received an overpouring of love by the Thumbs Up community. Showing up to serve at camps, my dad’s old 
workplace, has been mixed with immense sadness but it far outweighs the joy of being able to serve others 
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walking this path.  This nonprofit is far more than just camps. It’s near impossible to put into words and 
sentences of how much a simple camp affects these families. The only way I can try to put it into words is by 
telling you, my story. My family plans on conƟnuing to show up to every camp we can. This group is one you 
want in your backyard.  
 
This is a community that isn’t going to stop here. They will find a way to conƟnue their mission on. I sincerely 
hope that you give them the opportunity to serve and love on these families that so desperately need it, here in 
Hall County.  
 
My father had a closet full of blue buƩon-down oxford shirts and khaki pants. He mowed the lawn in khaki 
shorts. However, he would show up to camp in a Ɵe dye shirt without quesƟon. I ask that you all maybe 
consider the same. The zone request might not fit that area exactly, just like a Ɵe-dye shirt certainly did not suit 
Dick Baxter. However, the mission of Thumbs Up was something he was more than willing to get behind so 
without quesƟon wore that shirt with pride.  
 
Thank you for your Ɵme. I appreciate you leƫng me tell you a bit about why this nonprofit means so much to 
me and my family.  
 
S. Elizabeth Cain 
Private Banking VP 
NMLS #1845259 
(P) 770-531-2757 | (F) 770-536-2525 | ecain@peachstatebank.com 

 
         121 EE Butler Parkway  
         PO Box 290, Gainesville, GA 30501 
 

 
 

Click here to send us an encrypted email message. If you are unable to click on the link, please copy and 
paste this URL: https://web1.zixmail.net/s/welcome.jsp?b=peachstatebank 
 
DISCLAIMER: This email and any files transmitted with it are confidential and are intended solely for the 
use of the individual or entity to whom they are addressed. This communication represents the 
originator's personal views and opinions, which do not necessarily reflect those of Peach State Bank & 
Trust. If you are not the original recipient or the person responsible for delivering the email to the 
intended recipient, be advised that you have received this email in error, and that any use, 
dissemination, forwarding, printing, or copying of this email is strictly prohibited. If you have received this 
e-mail in error, please immediately notify me at the number listed above.  


