Anael Dominguez (Administration)

From: Katie G. Ahmed (Planning)

Sent: Thursday, April 16, 2026 4:40 PM

To:

Cc: Jennifer Rivera (Administration); Kaitlyn Elliott (Planning); Anael Dominguez
(Administration)

Subject: RE: Commissioner vote regarding property zoning for Thumbs Up Mission

Your public comment was received and will be forwarded to the Board of Commissioners for their
review.

Thank you.

Katie Ahmed

Director of Planning and Zoning
Planning and Zoning

(direct office) 770-297-2649
kahmed@hallcounty.or

Please note, as of January 20, Community Development and Infrastructure departments, including Planning and
Zoning have been temporarily relocated to 2829 Browns Bridge Road, the Hall County Government Center Temporary
Annex.

From:

Sent: Thursday, April 16, 2026 3:29 PM

To: Jeff Stowe (County Commission) <jstowe@hallcounty.org>; Kathy Cooper (County Commissioner)
<kcooper@hallcounty.org>; Kathy Cooper (County Commissioner) <kcooper@hallcounty.org>; Katie G. Ahmed
(Planning) <kahmed@hallcounty.org>; Gregg Poole (County Commissioner) <gpoole @hallcounty.org>; Billy Powell
(County Commission) <bpowell@hallcounty.org>; David Gibbs (County Commission) <dgibbs@hallcounty.org>
Subject: Commissioner vote regarding property zoning for Thumbs Up Mission

You don't often get email from_ Learn why this is important

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the
sender and know the contentis safe.

Honorable Members of the Board,

I've been a volunteer with Thumbs Up Mission since it began in 2014. Keaton Coker, the young man
who inspired the creation of Thumbs Up, was my nephew. | had a front row seat to watch Keaton
navigate an incredibly difficult path for nearly two years. Glioblastoma is a terrifying diagnosis, yet we
never once saw Keaton give in to fear. He played football throughout treatment for brain cancer. He
kept attending church and hanging out with his friends. He lived life to the fullest. He refused to face
his days scared of what might happen. Because of that, his legacy is growing by the year.

I’'ve thought about his bravery so many times in the last fourteen years. Life gives us many
opportunities to fear - we fear for our kids’ safety, we fear for our own physical & financial health, we
fear what others may think. From Keaton, | learned to face my fears and do the next right thing. You
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have a chance on April 21st to do that very thing. Voting for change requires courage. | understand
that. But when courage is combined with conviction, incredible things can happen. Thumbs Up
Mission is used by God to usher in incredible moments. They have a waiting list for volunteers to
work and serve families fighting cancer—who’s ever heard of that!?!

We need your support on the 215t
Keith





