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Note: Use when students have already formulated a research question and are about to begin searching for information on their topic. Also, be sure to select a relevant database for the “Creating Keywords” homework activity (e.g., Academic Search Complete or OneSearch) and demonstrate how to access it.

Concepts in Context
This activity helps students recognize that they need to use different types of searching language in order to retrieve relevant results and to emphasize that research is an iterative process. 

Classroom learning outcome: 
· Students will identify keywords relevant to their topic in order to generate effective search statements.

Total Time: 45 minutes

Materials/Equipment: laptops, Internet connection, whiteboard and/or computer projector, “Creating Keywords” handout, popvssoda map: http://popvssoda.com, YouTube video, “Developing Keywords,” from the University of Houston: https://youtu.be/Ui-iFnS-9hs?list=FLcSawhbDFr-ajRoM2y2jHJg 


	Introduction
	Explain that keywords are necessary in research because most things can be described/named in several ways and that conducting multiple searches, using only 2-4 keywords at a time, will yield more relevant than typing whole questions or long, complicated phrases. (Optional: Show two-minute video, entitled “Developing Keywords.”)
	5 minutes

	Teaching Strategy 1
	Project an image of a bottle of Coke (or bring in an actual bottle). As a class, ask students to name synonyms and related terms. (For example, synonyms: Coca-Cola, Coke Classic; related terms: pop, soda, soft drinks.) Write down their responses on the board—or ask them to come up to the board and write their responses.
	5 minutes







	Transition
	Now apply exercise to an actual research question
	

	Teaching Strategy 2
	Demonstrate how to select the 2-4 main concepts from an example research question. Then, together as a class, list synonyms and related terms for each concept. Explain that the reason they need to brainstorm additional keywords is because they will need to conduct multiple searches using different language in order to yield relevant results.

Demonstrate 2-3 searches (using different search statements) in Google to emphasize how different language and sequencing of terms yields different results. Explain that all the terms they type into the box will be searched  (i.e., the results will contain all of the search terms). Because an AND is implied between search terms, the more terms they use, the smaller their result set will be. (Note that in some databases AND is not implied and they will need to enter it between terms.)

After creating keywords together, ask students to write down their research question on the “Creating Keywords” handout, circle the 2-4 main concepts, and then create a list of keywords (synonyms and related terms), and 3-5 keyword combinations they might try when they search.
	10 minutes








10 minutes










5 minutes

	Comprehension Check 
	Explain and assign “Creating Keywords” homework assignment.
	5 minutes

	Conclusion
	Remind students that their research question will change as they discover more information, and this is a normal/necessary part of the research process (and not a reason to change their topic).
	5 minutes

	Total Time:
	45 minutes



Follow-up: Collect homework and provide students with feedback (especially suggestions on how to refine their questions and suggestions for better search terms).  

What’s Next: A lesson on “Using Databases” would best follow this activity. 

