


I Am Alfonso Jones

by Tony Medina

Elisia Ayala

I Am Alfonso Jones by Tony Medina 
is a graphic novel about the impact 
the loss of a the life, a 15 year old 
boy to police brutality. This novel 
touches on themes of grief, loss, 
justice, love, community, and 
much more.

“Grief is just love with no place to go”     
-Jamie Anderson

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5rmLR_CJM8E
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Impactful Moments

● The juxtaposition between who the 
reader comes to know Alfonso Jones is 
versus who the media tries to portray 
him as after his death.

● Multi-dimensional Characters

● Various displays of grief and how this 
process affects people differently

● The portrayal of trauma while also 
portraying joy representing the totality 
of the Black Experience
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Why Do Books Like This Matter?
● Identification 

○ Introducing students to books that include 
characters and communities that they identify with 
creates a stronger sense of community.

● Validation 
○ Through literature that shows depth of emotion 

students are able to learn how to accept their own 
emotions.

● Consideration
○ Through a wide range of authors and perspectives in 

literature students are able to develop a stronger 
sense of empathy.











How The Garcia Girls Lost Their Accents

By Julia Alvarez 

How The Garcia Girls Lost Their Accents, written by Julia Alvarez, is 
a coming of age novel  told in reverse that describes the stories of 
four sisters and their experience of adulthood in the U.S and their 
childhood in the Dominican Republic. 

The book explores themes of immigration, culture, sexuality, 
family conflict, and many more. It focuses on each of the struggles 
the four sisters faced with having to leave their homeland behind 
for the safety of their family. A very real and true reality that many 
immigrants face today.



Why was the book banned?

● According to a published acrticle on banned books in 2008 by 
Marshall University, the reason the book was banned because 
parents conflict with the books “profanity and descriptions of 
drug abuse, sexually explicit conduct and torture.” 

● Julia Alvarez response to her book being banned in a MSNBC 
interview with Ali Velshi was “people are afraid of anything that’s 
going to be disturbing or other than what they want in their 
bubble.” 

● Many of the themes and issues explored in the book reflect real-
world challenges that we see today, particularly those related to 
ICE and the struggles of forming an identity as an immigrant in 
America

Areti Siskos 



How do these book bannings affect us? 
Why does this matter? “And this is why books are so important to us — and 

especially to our young people who are doing that in 
a way consciously for the first time as adolescents. 
Finding themselves. Trying to figure out who they 
are.” — Julia Alvarez

● Novels give us perspective and allow 
students as myself to develop critical thinking 
skills about real-world issues 

● Many of the themes portrayed in Julia’s novel 
are not often talked about such as : 
Machismo, immigrant identity, racism in 
school, money, sexuality, and many more

● Banning these books will not only affect our 
youth but continue to silence the voices of 
minorities who write about their and others 
experiences
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PÁJAROS, LESBIANAS Y QUEERS ¡A VOLAR! shows that 

Dominican queer identities, like flowers, may be 

uprooted, rejected, or ignored but they can still survive, 

bloom and demand space to exist fully.

HOW THE GARCIA GIRLS LOST THEIR ACCENTS

The García Girls were like flowers planted in the Dominican Republic, 

then uprooted and arranged in the U.S. Their roots, language, family 

and culture were removed and slowly they began to lose pieces of 

themselves. 

The water holds memory according to our ancestors, 

who were dragged across the sea therefore, even when our memories 

fail our soul will never forget who we are.

c Cordelia McDonald



Works Cited

Alvarez, Julia. How the García Girls Lost Their Accents. 1991. Algonquin Books of Chapel Hill, 2019.

“CIA Displays Banned Books.” Cleveland Institute of Art Library, library.cia.edu/displays/banned-books. Accessed 16 Apr. 2026.

“Banned Books 2008 – How the García Girls Lost Their Accents.” Marshall Libraries, 7 Aug. 2023, www.marshall.edu/library/bannedbooks/how-the-garcia-girls-

lost-their-accents/.

“Board of Education, Island Trees Union Free School District No. 26 v. Pico by Pico.” Oyez, www.oyez.org/cases/1981/80-2043. Accessed 16 Apr. 2026.

Castillo Fuertes, Yoseli, and Alicia Anabel Santos. PÁJAROS, LESBIANAS Y QUEERS ¡A VOLAR! Dominican Writers Association, 2025.

Medina, Tony. I Am Alfonso Jones. Lee & Low Books, 2016.

Pate, Natalie. “Hundreds Push Back on Removal of How the García Girls Lost Their Accents Novel from Tillamook High School Curriculum.” OPB, 24 Sept. 2024,

www.opb.org/article/2024/09/23/hundreds-push-back-removal-how-the-garcia-girls-lost-their-accents-novel-tillamook-high-school-curriculum/.

Velshi, Ali. “Velshi Banned Book Club List | Julia Alvarez.” The Philadelphia Citizen, 11 Apr. 2023, thephiladelphiacitizen.org/listen-ali-velshi-banned-book-club-

julia-alvarez/. Accessed 16 Apr. 2026.

http://www.marshall.edu/library/bannedbooks/how-the-garcia-girls-lost-their-accents/
http://www.marshall.edu/library/bannedbooks/how-the-garcia-girls-lost-their-accents/
http://www.marshall.edu/library/bannedbooks/how-the-garcia-girls-lost-their-accents/
http://www.marshall.edu/library/bannedbooks/how-the-garcia-girls-lost-their-accents/
http://www.marshall.edu/library/bannedbooks/how-the-garcia-girls-lost-their-accents/
http://www.marshall.edu/library/bannedbooks/how-the-garcia-girls-lost-their-accents/
http://www.marshall.edu/library/bannedbooks/how-the-garcia-girls-lost-their-accents/
http://www.marshall.edu/library/bannedbooks/how-the-garcia-girls-lost-their-accents/
http://www.marshall.edu/library/bannedbooks/how-the-garcia-girls-lost-their-accents/
http://www.marshall.edu/library/bannedbooks/how-the-garcia-girls-lost-their-accents/
http://www.marshall.edu/library/bannedbooks/how-the-garcia-girls-lost-their-accents/
http://www.marshall.edu/library/bannedbooks/how-the-garcia-girls-lost-their-accents/
http://www.marshall.edu/library/bannedbooks/how-the-garcia-girls-lost-their-accents/
http://www.oyez.org/cases/1981/80-2043
http://www.oyez.org/cases/1981/80-2043
http://www.oyez.org/cases/1981/80-2043
http://www.opb.org/article/2024/09/23/hundreds-push-back-removal-how-the-garcia-girls-lost-their-accents-novel-tillamook-high-school-curriculum/
http://www.opb.org/article/2024/09/23/hundreds-push-back-removal-how-the-garcia-girls-lost-their-accents-novel-tillamook-high-school-curriculum/
http://www.opb.org/article/2024/09/23/hundreds-push-back-removal-how-the-garcia-girls-lost-their-accents-novel-tillamook-high-school-curriculum/
http://www.opb.org/article/2024/09/23/hundreds-push-back-removal-how-the-garcia-girls-lost-their-accents-novel-tillamook-high-school-curriculum/
http://www.opb.org/article/2024/09/23/hundreds-push-back-removal-how-the-garcia-girls-lost-their-accents-novel-tillamook-high-school-curriculum/
http://www.opb.org/article/2024/09/23/hundreds-push-back-removal-how-the-garcia-girls-lost-their-accents-novel-tillamook-high-school-curriculum/
http://www.opb.org/article/2024/09/23/hundreds-push-back-removal-how-the-garcia-girls-lost-their-accents-novel-tillamook-high-school-curriculum/
http://www.opb.org/article/2024/09/23/hundreds-push-back-removal-how-the-garcia-girls-lost-their-accents-novel-tillamook-high-school-curriculum/
http://www.opb.org/article/2024/09/23/hundreds-push-back-removal-how-the-garcia-girls-lost-their-accents-novel-tillamook-high-school-curriculum/
http://www.opb.org/article/2024/09/23/hundreds-push-back-removal-how-the-garcia-girls-lost-their-accents-novel-tillamook-high-school-curriculum/
http://www.opb.org/article/2024/09/23/hundreds-push-back-removal-how-the-garcia-girls-lost-their-accents-novel-tillamook-high-school-curriculum/
http://www.opb.org/article/2024/09/23/hundreds-push-back-removal-how-the-garcia-girls-lost-their-accents-novel-tillamook-high-school-curriculum/
http://www.opb.org/article/2024/09/23/hundreds-push-back-removal-how-the-garcia-girls-lost-their-accents-novel-tillamook-high-school-curriculum/
http://www.opb.org/article/2024/09/23/hundreds-push-back-removal-how-the-garcia-girls-lost-their-accents-novel-tillamook-high-school-curriculum/
http://www.opb.org/article/2024/09/23/hundreds-push-back-removal-how-the-garcia-girls-lost-their-accents-novel-tillamook-high-school-curriculum/
http://www.opb.org/article/2024/09/23/hundreds-push-back-removal-how-the-garcia-girls-lost-their-accents-novel-tillamook-high-school-curriculum/
http://www.opb.org/article/2024/09/23/hundreds-push-back-removal-how-the-garcia-girls-lost-their-accents-novel-tillamook-high-school-curriculum/
http://www.opb.org/article/2024/09/23/hundreds-push-back-removal-how-the-garcia-girls-lost-their-accents-novel-tillamook-high-school-curriculum/
http://www.opb.org/article/2024/09/23/hundreds-push-back-removal-how-the-garcia-girls-lost-their-accents-novel-tillamook-high-school-curriculum/
http://www.opb.org/article/2024/09/23/hundreds-push-back-removal-how-the-garcia-girls-lost-their-accents-novel-tillamook-high-school-curriculum/
http://www.opb.org/article/2024/09/23/hundreds-push-back-removal-how-the-garcia-girls-lost-their-accents-novel-tillamook-high-school-curriculum/
http://www.opb.org/article/2024/09/23/hundreds-push-back-removal-how-the-garcia-girls-lost-their-accents-novel-tillamook-high-school-curriculum/
http://www.opb.org/article/2024/09/23/hundreds-push-back-removal-how-the-garcia-girls-lost-their-accents-novel-tillamook-high-school-curriculum/
http://www.opb.org/article/2024/09/23/hundreds-push-back-removal-how-the-garcia-girls-lost-their-accents-novel-tillamook-high-school-curriculum/
http://www.opb.org/article/2024/09/23/hundreds-push-back-removal-how-the-garcia-girls-lost-their-accents-novel-tillamook-high-school-curriculum/
http://www.opb.org/article/2024/09/23/hundreds-push-back-removal-how-the-garcia-girls-lost-their-accents-novel-tillamook-high-school-curriculum/
http://www.opb.org/article/2024/09/23/hundreds-push-back-removal-how-the-garcia-girls-lost-their-accents-novel-tillamook-high-school-curriculum/
http://www.opb.org/article/2024/09/23/hundreds-push-back-removal-how-the-garcia-girls-lost-their-accents-novel-tillamook-high-school-curriculum/
http://www.opb.org/article/2024/09/23/hundreds-push-back-removal-how-the-garcia-girls-lost-their-accents-novel-tillamook-high-school-curriculum/
http://www.opb.org/article/2024/09/23/hundreds-push-back-removal-how-the-garcia-girls-lost-their-accents-novel-tillamook-high-school-curriculum/
http://www.opb.org/article/2024/09/23/hundreds-push-back-removal-how-the-garcia-girls-lost-their-accents-novel-tillamook-high-school-curriculum/
http://www.opb.org/article/2024/09/23/hundreds-push-back-removal-how-the-garcia-girls-lost-their-accents-novel-tillamook-high-school-curriculum/


Works Cited (continued)

Thomas Piri. Down These Mean Streets. Vintage Press, 1997.

“#VelshiBannedBookClub: Julia Alvarez on How the García Girls Lost Their Accents.” YouTube, uploaded by MSNBC,

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=T0Hkz2bVGsM. Accessed 16 Apr. 2026.

Maeroff, Gene I. “Book Ban Splits a Queen School District,” New York Times, May 9th, 1971, P. 94

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=T0Hkz2bVGsM

	Slide 1
	Slide 2
	Slide 3
	Slide 4
	Slide 5
	Slide 6
	Slide 7
	Slide 8
	Slide 9
	Slide 10
	Slide 11
	Slide 12
	Slide 13
	Slide 14
	Slide 15

