
From the Boogie Down to 
Ciudad de los Tinajones: 

Learning, Community, and Transformation in Cuba

Excellence in Education & Community Conference 
(EECC’26), Lehman College, April 17, 2026



Introduction: Who We Are
Moderators:

● Jaye Jones, Senior Director, Student Support Services Programs, Division of Student Affairs

● Alison Abreu, Associate Director of Education Development, Center for Teaching & Learning 

Panelists:

● Alsacia L. Sepúlveda-Pacsi, Associate Professor of Nursing

● Kelly Olivo, Senior Academic Advisor, Onboarding Advisement Office

● Maria Ramirez, Assistant to AVP, Budget, Finance, and Business Operations

● Michelle Bell, Clinic Director, Bronx Telehealth Counseling Center at Lehman 

College/Assistant Adjunct Professor, Counselor Education Program

● Timothy Pamias, HR Specialist, Office of Human Resources

● Tishana Daniel, Pre-Nursing/Nursing General Academic Advisor, Office of Undergraduate 

Academic Advisement

● William Suarez II, Assistant Professor, Health Equity, Administration, and Technology 

(HEAT)



Lehman in the Provinces (January 8-18, 2026)

• 24 faculty and staff traveled to Cuba over 10 days

• Faculty Lead: Prof. Teresita Levy

• Coordination: Civitas GES, Dairo Moreno

• Visited universities and cultural institutions in Havana, 
Matanzas, Cienfuegos, Sancti Spíritus, and Camagüey 
(AKA Ciudad de los Tinajones)

• Goal to create new partnerships with Cuban universities in 
a variety of disciplines, build engaged learning 
opportunities for Lehman students, and connect with the 
Cuban people





Resilie
nceCommunity

A land of contradictions

Against All Odds

Humbling

Strangely Familiar 

Feeling Seen

A word or phrase that 
describes your experience?



What activities or 
experiences were most 
valuable to you and why?

















What about your experience 
still leaves you in awe?



Questions or Comments?



Thank You!
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