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1. A (Brief) History of the Hardy Boys

2. The 1959 Editorial Rehaul

3. Originals vs Edits: The Reckoning

4. Editing History: A Dangerous 
Precedent

5. The Future of Historic Children’s 
Literature



“Would civilization 

crumble if kids got the 

notion that the people 

who ran the world were 

sometimes stupid, 

occasionally wrong, and 

even corrupt at times?” 

- Leslie McFarlane







1.
Shortening Books by 5 Chapters Each

2.
Addition of Extra Action and Adventure

3.
Removal of Prejudiced and Racist 

Storylines



1933 Edition
 
“Don’t you eat enough? Or are you 
smoking cigarettes? If ever I catch you 
smoking a cigarette, young man, I’ll 
whale you within an inch of your life. 
Here, take my suitcase. Don’t stand 
there gaping. Tell me all the news. I’ve 
had a dreadful journey. The coach was 
so dusty I could hardly breathe and 
there was a baby across the aisle. It 
yelled and howled all the way. A man ate 
peanuts and oranges. I’m going to write 
to the railway company about it. Babies 
shouldn’t be allowed on trains. And 
people who eat peanuts and oranges in 
the day coach ought to be sent to the 
penitentiary. It’s an outrage!”

1972 Edition

“You can’t be too careful these 
days. The world is full of rude 
and nasty people. Now you take 
this morning, for example, 
when I was walking on the 
platform at Gresham. 
Suddenly, this big fair-haired 
man…”















What, if anything, is permissible 

to change within the context of 

historical children’s literature? 





Thank You
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