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You cannot save this city; you must burn it 

—Z. Herbert 
 
When he came back to our free union, 
which is to say America, which is to say 
home, 
he was already gone. 
 
He dusted the crown 
moldings looking for fingerprints, 
or more vivid evidences, perhaps an 
insurgent, perhaps an 
arsenal. 
 
Since he returned to our free 
union he kept his mouth inside 
his pants’ pocket, 
and his keys sometimes 
chipped his teeth, and this grin 
embarrassed us. 
 
He lost reality; he sat oftentimes abruptly 
down, and splintered chair 
after chair 
 
shouting from his pants’ 
pocket to Be careful! 
Get down! 
 
We looked at him 
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when he shouted like that. 
 
We would have taken him back, 
but he was already gone— 
gumming benchbacks in public 
parks, knocking on windows 
 
with his forehead, a balding 
bumblebee. 
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