Academic Explorations
The Project: This class focuses on organizational communication but there is a great deal more to discover about theoretical foundations and methods used to explore organizational communication’s effectiveness/shortcomings. As such, students will read academic research articles related to organizational communication in their area of interest (non-profits, social media, leadership, dialogue, emotional labor, diversity/inclusion, harassment, etc.). Students will use library databases to explore academic organizational communication articles and write a synopsis of TWO articles written in the past ten years. Journals to consider include Group and Organizational Management, Administrative Science Quarterly, Business Communication Quarterly, Group & Organization Management, Management Communication Quarterly. It is highly recommended that students include the search term “organizational communication” when using journals not listed here. There are many great journals that publish organizational research, but some make take a sociological or psychological lens, rather than a communication lens. When in doubt, have your article approved by the instructor. The campaign has multiple parts:
1.   	Written Review 
2.   	In Class Presentation 
Presentations will be sprinkled throughout the semester. Sign-up sheets will be provided. 
 1.     Written Review: Write a review of 500-600 words of the article. Explain the articles' argument and rationale, methods used, findings, and areas for future research. Include your thoughts on the article: how does it align with what we’ve learned in the course, and how organizations might use the information to improve their communication practices (be specific, give examples). Your grade for each review will be based on the following criteria:
a.    Identify and summarize the author’s RQ or hypothesis & rationale
b.    Summarize the Theory/Method/Findings/Future Areas of Research
c.      Personal Discussion
                  i. How does it relate to course material & how might our org use this research to improve their own communication practices?
d.     Writing Mechanics
e.    Correct APA citation and link to article
2.       In Class Presentation: Share your knowledge with others! At the start of class on your assigned day, you will present a 5-minute PPT exploring your article. This is FAST. Focus on clearly expressing the thesis, core information we can take away, and your personal discussion. Practice aloud before you present and time yourself! Presentations < 4.5 or > 5.5 minutes will be reduced by one letter grade.
a.     Oral Presentation
 i. Vocalics/Energy
        ii. Interaction with PPT & audience
        iii. Well-rehearsed with good pace
        iii. Strong start/finish
 	b.    PPT (3 points)
i. Balance Text/Graphics
                 	       ii. Professional Design
               		       iii. Free of Typos
