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POPULATION CHARACTERISTICS 

Age and Sex 

Race, Ethnicity, and Nativity 

Data Source: U.S. Census Bureau, 2012-2016 American Community Survey Note: Percentages may not sum to 100 due to rounding 

        Jefferson County        Kentucky 

 Estimate Percent Estimate Percent 

Total Population 759,724 - 4,411,989 - 

Male 366,994 48% 2,172,745 49% 

Female 392,730 52% 2,239,244 51% 

        Jefferson County        Kentucky 

 Estimate Percent Estimate Percent 

Population Under Age 5 49,011 6% 274,525 6% 

     Under Age 3 29,609 4% 159,253 4% 

     Age 3 and 4 19,402 3% 115,272 3% 

Population Under Age 18 172,329 23% 1,014,190 23% 

     Age 5 to 14 94,833 12% 567,976 13% 

     Age 15 to 17 28,485 4% 171,689 4% 

Population Age 18 to 64 477,165 63% 2,744,799 62% 

Population Age 65 and Over 110,230 15% 653,000 15% 

        Jefferson County        Kentucky 

 Estimate Percent Estimate Percent 

White, Non-Hispanic 524,730 69% 3,766,346 85% 

Black, Non-Hispanic 157,621 21% 345,715 8% 

Asian, Non-Hispanic 19,273 3% 56,789 1% 

Hispanic, Of Any Race 36,568 5% 146,945 3% 

Multiple Races, Non-Hispanic 19,361 3% 81,310 2% 

Other, Non-Hispanic 2,171 0% 14,884 0% 

Foreign Born 52,457 7% 154,143 3% 

Veteran Status 

         Jefferson County        Kentucky 

 Estimate Percent Estimate Percent 

Civilian population 18 years and over 586,827 - 3,383,064 - 

Veterans 50,310 9% 289,837 9% 
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POPULATION CHARACTERISTICS 

Households and Families 

Population Projections 

Data Source: U.S. Census Bureau, 2012-2016 American Community Survey 

         Jefferson County        Kentucky 

 Estimate Percent Estimate Percent 

Total Households 310,355 - 1,718,217 - 

Family Households 185,805 60% 1,136,651 66% 

Married Couple Family Households 125,574 40% 833,466 49% 

       with Related Children 49,856 40% 339,537 41% 

Male Householder Family Households 15,241 5% 82,911 5% 

       with Related Children 8,268 54% 47,304 57% 

Female Householder Family Households 44,990 14% 220,274 13% 

       with Related Children 29,882 66% 145,532 66% 

Non-Family Households 124,550 40% 581,566 34% 

       Single Person Households 103,459 83% 486,098 84% 

Data Source: Kentucky State Data Center, Projections of Population and Households, Vintage 2016 
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ECONOMIC CHARACTERISTICS 

Data Source: U.S. Census Bureau, 2012-2016 American Community Survey 

 Jefferson County Kentucky 

Median Household Income (in 2016 dollars) $50,099 $44,811 

Change since 2000 Census (inflation-adjusted) -12% -8% 

SNAP and Public Assistance 

        Jefferson County        Kentucky 

 Estimate Percent Estimate Percent 

Households receiving SNAP Benefits 43,764 14% 290,270 17% 

Households with public assistance income 8,468 3% 40,810 2% 

Vehicles Available 

         Jefferson County        Kentucky 

 Estimate Percent Estimate Percent 

Households with no vehicle 31,017 10% 133,316 8% 

The Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP), formally called Food Stamps, is a Federal 

program that provides nutrition benefits to low-income individuals and families that are used at stores 

to purchase food. A household is eligible for SNAP benefits if the household’s income falls at or below 

130% of the federal poverty level. Households are counted in this measure if any individual in the 

household received SNAP benefits in the last twelve months. 

Public assistance income includes general assistance and Temporary Assistance to Needy Families 

(TANF). In Kentucky, the TANF program is the Kentucky Transitional Assistance Program (KTAP), 

which has income and resource limits for eligibility. Public assistance income does not include medical 

vendor payments, SSI income, or non-cash benefits (such as public housing, Medicaid, and food 

stamps). Households are counted in this measure if any individual in the household received cash 

public assistance in the last twelve months. 

Income 
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Poverty status is determined by comparing a family’s income to defined income thresholds that vary 

by family size and composition. If a family's total income is less than the established threshold for a 

family of that size, then that family and every individual in it is considered in poverty. The official 

poverty thresholds do not vary geographically, but they are updated for inflation annually. The official 

poverty definition uses money income before taxes and does not include capital gains or non-cash 

benefits (such as public housing, Medicaid, and food stamps).  

The 2016 Poverty Guidelines as established by the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services: 

ECONOMIC CHARACTERISTICS 

Poverty Status 

Data Source: U.S. Census Bureau, 2012-2016 American Community Survey 

         Jefferson County        Kentucky 

 Estimate Percent Estimate Percent 

Families below federal poverty line (FPL) 20,980 11% 162,371 14% 

Families below 150% of the FPL 34,830 19% 265,317 23% 

Families below 185% of the FPL 45,179 24% 337,105 30% 

Families below 200% of the FPL 49,728 27% 368,266 32% 

     

Families with related children below FPL 16,707 19% 118,969 22% 

Poverty Status of Families 

Number of persons in household Poverty guideline 

1 $11,880 

2 $16,020 

3 $20,160 

4 $24,300 

5 $28,440 

6 $32,580 

7 $36,730 

8 $40,890 
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ECONOMIC CHARACTERISTICS 

Poverty Status of Individuals 

Data Source: U.S. Census Bureau, 2012-2016 American Community Survey 

         Jefferson County        Kentucky 

 Estimate Percent Estimate Percent 

Total population below federal poverty line (FPL) 119,158 16% 804,139 19% 

Population under 18 years below FPL 39,652 23% 255,223 26% 

     Population under 6 years below FPL 14,928 26% 94,733 29% 

     Population age 6 to 11 below FPL 12,536 23% 85,349 26% 

     Population age 12 to 17 below FPL 12,188 22% 75,141 22% 

Population age 18 to 64 below FPL 70,322 15% 477,123 18% 

Population age 65 and over below FPL 9,184 9% 71,793 11% 

     

Total population below 150% of the federal poverty 
line (FPL) 187,508 25% 1,253,512 29% 

Population under 18 years below 150% of the FPL 58,790 35% 374,216 38% 

     Population under 6 years below 150% of the FPL 22,285 39% 135,165 42% 

     Population age 6 to 11 below 150% of the FPL 18,665 34% 125,794 38% 

     Population age 12 to 17 below 150% of the FPL 17,840 32% 113,257 34% 

Population age 18 to 64 below 150% of the FPL 108,702 23% 726,996 27% 

Population age 65 and over below 150% of the FPL 20,016 19% 152,300 24% 

     

Total population below 185% of the federal poverty 
line (FPL) 235,400 32% 1,548,870 36% 

Population under 18 years below 185% of the FPL 71,659 42% 448,143 45% 

     Population under 6 years below 185% of the FPL 26,800 46% 159,688 49% 

     Population age 6 to 11 below 185% of the FPL 23,087 42% 150,513 45% 

     Population age 12 to 17 below 185% of the FPL 21,772 39% 137,942 41% 

Population age 18 to 64 below 185% of the FPL 136,870 29% 897,154 34% 

Population age 65 and over below 185% of the FPL 26,871 25% 203,573 32% 

     

Total population below 200% of the federal poverty 
line (FPL) 255,144 34% 1,671,043 39% 

Population under 18 years below 200% of the FPL 76,536 45% 477,518 48% 

     Population under 6 years below 200% of the FPL 28,681 50% 169,656 52% 

     Population age 6 to 11 below 200% of the FPL 24,560 44% 160,436 48% 

     Population age 12 to 17 below 200% of the FPL 23,295 42% 147,426 44% 

Population age 18 to 64 below 200% of the FPL 148,524 32% 968,914 37% 

Population age 65 and over below 200% of the FPL 30,084 28% 224,611 36% 



 

Jefferson County Profile— February 2018  7 

ECONOMIC CHARACTERISTICS 

Labor Force Status 

Data Source: U.S. Census Bureau, 2012-2016 American Community Survey 

        Jefferson County        Kentucky 

 Estimate Percent Estimate Percent 

Age 16-19—Unemployed 3,303 21% 21,572 23% 

Age 20-21—Unemployed 2,349 15% 13,613 15% 

Age 22-24—Unemployed 2,545 10% 15,393 11% 

Age 25-64—Unemployed 19,904 6% 102,850 6% 

Age 65 and over—Unemployed 658 3% 3,081 3% 

Total Unemployed, age 16 and over 28,759 7% 156,509 8% 

        Jefferson County        Kentucky 

 Estimate Percent Estimate Percent 

Age 16-19—Not in the labor force 20,526 57% 133,965 58% 

Age 20-21—Not in the labor force 4,393 22% 37,038 28% 

Age 22-24—Not in the labor force 4,716 16% 37,253 21% 

Age 25-64—Not in the labor force 87,100 21% 661,052 29% 

Age 65 and over—Not in the labor force 90,669 82% 556,324 85% 

Total Not in the labor force, age 16 and over 207,404 34% 1,425,632 41% 

An unemployed person is someone who does not have a job, but is actively looking for a job and is 

available for work. The unemployment rate is calculated as the number of unemployed persons in an 

age group divided by the sum of the number of employed and unemployed persons in that age group. 

A person who is not in the labor force is someone who does not have a job, and is not looking for one. 

This includes students, retirees, those taking care of children or other family members, and others 

who are neither working nor seeking work. The rate of labor force participation is calculated as the 

number of persons not in the labor force in an age group divided by the population in that age group. 
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ECONOMIC CHARACTERISTICS 

Jobs by Place of Work (2015) 

Data Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Longitudinal Employer-Household Dynamics Origin-Destination Employment Statistics (LODES) 

Percentages may not sum to 100 due to rounding. 

     Jefferson County        Kentucky 

 Estimate Percent Estimate Percent 

Total Full and Part-time Jobs 471,200 - 1,831,198 - 

Agriculture and Mining 398 0% 22,609 1% 

Construction 19,783 4% 74,206 4% 

Manufacturing 47,619 10% 242,971 13% 

Trade 73,356 16% 288,172 16% 

Transportation, Warehousing, and Utilities 39,196 8% 105,386 6% 

Information 8,932 2% 29,085 2% 

Finance, Insurance, and Real Estate 41,087 9% 96,186 5% 

Professional Services 71,743 15% 212,851 12% 

Education and Health Care 96,237 20% 444,866 24% 

Entertainment, Accommodation, and Food Services 48,808 10% 185,662 10% 

Other Services 12,611 3% 47,463 3% 

Public Administration 11,430 2% 81,741 4% 
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EDUCATION CHARACTERISTICS 

Early Childhood Care and Education Programs (2015-2016) 

      Jefferson County        Kentucky 

 Estimate Percent Estimate Percent 

Enrolled in public kindergarten 7,897 - 51,305 - 

Enrolled in public preschool 3,178 - 22,367 - 

     At-risk 4-year-olds at or below 160% of the FPL 1,549 49% 9,206 41% 

     3- and 4-year-olds with disabilities 798 25% 9,976 45% 

     Other 98 3% 1,492 7% 

Head Start enrollment 1,426 - 13,144 - 

     3- and 4-year-olds income eligible 1,244 87% 11,270 86% 

     3- and 4-year-olds with disabilities 182 13% 1,571 12% 

     Other 0 0% 303 2% 

Licensed and certified child care capacity 38,484 - 166,254 - 

Children receiving child care assistance (CCAP) 7,470 - 26,775 - 

Early Childhood Support Services (2015-2016) 

The Special Supplemental Nutrition Program for Women, Infants, and Children (WIC) provides federal 

funds for supplemental foods, health care referrals, and nutrition education for low-income pregnant, 

breastfeeding, and non-breastfeeding postpartum women, and to infants and children up to age five 

who are found to be at nutritional risk. 

First Steps is a statewide early intervention system that provides services to children with 

developmental disabilities from birth to age 3 and their families. First Steps is Kentucky's response to 

the federal Infant-Toddler Program. First Steps offers comprehensive services through a variety of 

community agencies and service disciplines for children with developmental delay. 

The Kentucky Health Access Nurturing Development Services (HANDS) program is a voluntary home 

visitation program for any new or expectant parents. HANDS supports families as they build healthy, 

safe environments for the optimal growth and development of children. HANDS provides support 

throughout pregnancy and the first two years of a child’s life for families facing multiple challenges and 

burdens. 

    Jefferson County        Kentucky 

Children receiving WIC 11,073 83,354 

Families served by the First Steps program 757 4,237 

Families served by the HANDS home visitation program 678 10,697 

Data Source: Kentucky Center for Education and Workforce Statistics 2017 Early Childhood Profile 
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EDUCATION CHARACTERISTICS 

School Enrollment 

Data Source: U.S. Census Bureau, 2012-2016 American Community Survey 

        Jefferson County        Kentucky 

 Estimate Percent Estimate Percent 

Population Age 3 and 4 19,402 - 115,272 - 

Population Age 3 and 4, Enrolled in School 9,232 48% 48,243 42% 

     Enrolled in Public School 4,758 52% 31,158 65% 

Population Age 5 to 14 94,833 - 567,976 - 

Population Age 5 to 14, Enrolled in School 91,757 97% 550,200 97% 

     Enrolled in Public School 72,035 79% 482,450 88% 

Population Age 15 to 17 28,485 - 171,689 - 

Population Age 15 to 17, Enrolled in School 27,791 98% 166,404 97% 

     Enrolled in Public School 21,809 78% 148,211 89% 

Population Age 18 to 24 67,274 - 427,726 - 

Population Age 18 to 24, Enrolled in School 32,518 48% 198,347 46% 

Disconnected Youth 

        Jefferson County        Kentucky 

 Estimate Percent Estimate Percent 

Population Age 16 to 19* 36,164 - 230,557 - 

     Not Enrolled in School and Not Working* 2,445 7% 19,337 8% 

Population Age 16 to 24, Not Enrolled in School 
and Not Working (2010-2014)+ - 13% - 16% 

*Data Source: U.S. Census Bureau, 2012-2016 American Community Survey 

+
Data Source: County Health Rankings 2017 
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EDUCATION CHARACTERISTICS 

Educational Attainment 

Data Source: U.S. Census Bureau, 2012-2016 American Community Survey, Note: Percentages may not sum to 100 due to rounding. 

        Jefferson County        Kentucky 

 Estimate Percent Estimate Percent 

Population Age 18 to 24 67,274 - 427,726 - 

Less than 9th Grade Education 905 1% 7,135 2% 

9th thru 12th Grade Education 8,594 13% 50,610 12% 

High School Graduate/GED 21,051 31% 145,977 34% 

Some College, no degree 25,819 38% 171,629 40% 

Associate's Degree 3,072 5% 18,238 4% 

Bachelor's Degree 7,221 11% 31,592 7% 

Graduate or Professional Degree 612 1% 2,545 1% 

        Jefferson County        Kentucky 

 Estimate Percent Estimate Percent 

Population Age 25 and Over 520,121 - 2,970,073 - 

Less than 9th Grade Education 17,716 3% 190,711 6% 

9th thru 12th Grade Education 37,992 7% 265,469 9% 

High School Graduate/GED 140,880 27% 990,322 33% 

Some College, no degree 117,297 23% 618,001 21% 

Associate's Degree 40,617 8% 231,405 8% 

Bachelor's Degree 97,303 19% 397,154 13% 

Graduate or Professional Degree 68,316 13% 277,011 9% 
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EDUCATION CHARACTERISTICS 

Schools 

Student Demographics - School Year 2016-2017 

Jefferson County Schools 

% Non-

White 

% Free and 
Reduced 

Lunch 

Alex R. Kennedy Elementary 62% 71% 

Atkinson Academy 65% 94% 

Auburndale Elementary 54% 84% 

Audubon Traditional 
Elementary 41% 37% 

Bates Elementary 38% 56% 

Blake Elementary 57% 85% 

Bloom Elementary 27% 39% 

Blue Lick Elementary 39% 86% 

Bowen Elementary 41% 48% 

Brandeis Elementary 70% 36% 

Breckinridge-Franklin 
Elementary 70% 87% 

Byck Elementary 95% 95% 

Camp Taylor Elementary 52% 89% 

Cane Run Elementary 87% 92% 

Carter Traditional Elementary 38% 51% 

Chancey Elementary 63% 61% 

Chenoweth Elementary 37% 53% 

Cochran Elementary 72% 91% 

Cochrane Elementary 64% 82% 

Coleridge-Taylor Elementary 79% 78% 

Coral Ridge Elementary 40% 81% 

A student is eligible for free lunch if their family’s income falls below 130% of the federal poverty level. A 

student is eligible for reduced price lunch if their family’s income falls between 130% and 185% of the 

federal poverty level. 

Data Source: Kentucky Department of Education 

The Jefferson County Public School District is comprised of 165 schools: 91 elementary schools, 22 

middle schools, 18 high schools, 3 combined grade level schools, 5 special education schools, 12 

alternative education programs, and 14 Kentucky Education Collaborative for State Agency Children 

(KECSAC)-funded programs. The Jefferson County Public School District served 96,774 students in 

school year 2016-2017.  

Note: Data for special education, alternative, and KECSAC schools are not presented in this profile. 

Jefferson County Schools 

% Non-

White 

% Free and 
Reduced 

Lunch 

Crums Lane Elementary 84% 93% 

Dixie Elementary 53% 88% 

Dunn Elementary 35% 32% 

Eisenhower Elementary 26% 64% 

Engelhard Elementary 86% 94% 

Fairdale Elementary 50% 80% 

Farmer Elementary 36% 49% 

Fern Creek Elementary 56% 68% 

Field Elementary 47% 64% 

Foster Traditional Academy 93% 87% 

Frayser Elementary 81% 97% 

Gilmore Lane Elementary 64% 90% 

Goldsmith Elementary 70% 87% 

Greathouse/Shryock 
Traditional 40% 23% 

Greenwood Elementary 44% 85% 

Gutermuth Elementary 69% 91% 

Hartstern Elementary 62% 81% 

Hawthorne Elementary 47% 57% 

Hazelwood Elementary 68% 96% 

Hite Elementary 28% 31% 

Indian Trail Elementary 83% 90% 

Jacob Elementary 71% 95% 
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EDUCATION CHARACTERISTICS 

Student Demographics - School Year 2016-2017 

Jefferson County Schools 

% Non-

White 

% Free and 
Reduced 

Lunch 

Jeffersontown Elementary 47% 67% 

Johnsontown Road 
Elementary 48% 86% 

Kennedy Montessori 
Elementary 85% 71% 

Kenwood Elementary 57% 88% 

Kerrick Elementary 48% 82% 

King Elementary 93% 94% 

Klondike Lane Elementary 73% 80% 

Laukhuf Elementary 37% 65% 

Layne Elementary 37% 85% 

Lincoln Elementary 54% 54% 

Lowe Elementary 51% 31% 

Luhr Elementary 60% 75% 

Maupin Elementary 90% 92% 

Mcferran Preparatory 
Academy 90% 91% 

Medora Elementary 24% 61% 

Middletown Elementary 39% 49% 

Mill Creek Elementary 86% 89% 

Minors Lane Elementary 78% 93% 

Norton Commons Elementary 41% 32% 

Norton Elementary 31% 23% 

Okolona Elementary 60% 88% 

Portland Elementary 61% 96% 

Price Elementary 86% 92% 

Rangeland Elementary 87% 94% 

Roosevelt-Perry Elementary 87% 98% 

Rutherford Elementary 74% 95% 

Sanders Elementary 40% 85% 

Schaffner Traditional 
Elementary 43% 47% 

Semple Elementary 60% 94% 

A student is eligible for free lunch if their family’s income falls below 130% of the federal poverty level. A 

student is eligible for reduced price lunch if their family’s income falls between 130% and 185% of the 

federal poverty level. 

Data Source: Kentucky Department of Education 

Jefferson County Schools 

% Non-

White 

% Free and 
Reduced 

Lunch 

Shacklette Elementary 63% 88% 

Shelby Traditional Academy 77% 88% 

Slaughter Elementary 88% 94% 

Smyrna Elementary School 50% 72% 

St Matthews Elementary 41% 51% 

Stonestreet Elementary 33% 73% 

Stopher Elementary 35% 13% 

Trunnell Elementary 59% 84% 

Tully Elementary 30% 37% 

Watson Lane Elementary 27% 89% 

Watterson Elementary 65% 78% 

Wellington Elementary 66% 84% 

Wheatley Elementary 96% 90% 

Wheeler Elementary 39% 38% 

Wilder Elementary 47% 56% 

Wilkerson Traditional 
Elementary 41% 76% 

Wilt Elementary 41% 68% 

Young Elementary 94% 90% 

Zachary Taylor Elementary 74% 80% 

Barret Traditional Middle 32% 27% 

Carrithers Middle 58% 70% 

Conway Middle 45% 80% 

Crosby Middle 42% 41% 

Farnsley Middle 46% 70% 

Frost Sixth-Grade Academy 59% 86% 

Highland Middle 58% 76% 

Jefferson County Traditional 
Middle 40% 40% 

Johnson Traditional Middle 54% 57% 

Kammerer Middle 54% 54% 

Knight Middle 45% 84% 
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EDUCATION CHARACTERISTICS 

Student Demographics - School Year 2016-2017 

Jefferson County Schools 

% Non-

White 

% Free and 
Reduced 

Lunch 

Lassiter Middle 53% 88% 

Meyzeek Middle 54% 48% 

Newburg Middle 74% 74% 

Noe Middle 51% 51% 

Olmsted Academy North 66% 90% 

Olmsted Academy South 65% 90% 

Ramsey Middle 52% 59% 

Stuart Seventh- and Eighth-
Grade Academy 57% 87% 

Thomas Jefferson Middle 70% 90% 

Western Middle 71% 73% 

Westport Middle 54% 70% 

Atherton High 34% 49% 

Ballard High 43% 41% 

Butler Traditional High 51% 54% 

Central High Magnet Career 
Academy 93% 87% 

Doss High 66% 79% 

A student is eligible for free lunch if their family’s income falls below 130% of the federal poverty level. A 

student is eligible for reduced price lunch if their family’s income falls between 130% and 185% of the 

federal poverty level. 

Jefferson County Schools 

% Non-

White 

% Free and 
Reduced 

Lunch 

duPont Manual High 36% 21% 

Eastern High 35% 35% 

Fairdale High 40% 75% 

Fern Creek High 58% 70% 

Iroquois High 77% 89% 

Jeffersontown High 56% 63% 

Louisville Male High 40% 37% 

Pleasure Ridge Park High 38% 64% 

Seneca High 64% 80% 

Southern High 55% 75% 

Valley High 45% 83% 

Waggener High 67% 73% 

Western High 77% 84% 

Academy @ Shawnee 59% 83% 

J. Graham Brown School 36% 30% 

Marion C. Moore School 59% 76% 

District Total 55% 65% 

Student Achievement - School Year 2016-2017 

 Proficient and  

Elementary Distinguished Scores Kindergarten 

Schools Reading Math Readiness 

Alex R. 
Kennedy 47% 42% 54% 

Atkinson 23% 20% 34% 

Auburndale 39% 52% 53% 

Audubon 73% 65% 64% 

Bates 60% 56% 65% 

Blake 36% 33% 35% 

Data Source: Kentucky Department of Education 

 Proficient and  

Elementary Distinguished Scores Kindergarten 

Schools Reading Math Readiness 

Bloom 69% 61% 75% 

Blue Lick 42% 38% 35% 

Bowen 64% 61% 66% 

Brandeis 71% 70% 87% 

Breckinridge-
Franklin 42% 40% 54% 

Byck 14% 12% 42% 
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EDUCATION CHARACTERISTICS 

Student Achievement - School Year 2016-2017 

 Proficient and  

Elementary Distinguished Scores Kindergarten 

Schools Reading Math Readiness 

Camp Taylor 39% 37% 49% 

Cane Run 22% 21% 46% 

Carter 65% 65% 66% 

Chancey 54% 47% 64% 

Chenoweth 61% 57% 68% 

Cochran 36% 43% 59% 

Cochrane 43% 46% 42% 

Coleridge-
Taylor 35% 27% 73% 

Coral Ridge 43% 54% 33% 

Crums Lane 38% 37% 37% 

Dixie 40% 36% 22% 

Dunn 74% 71% 77% 

Eisenhower 55% 55% 60% 

Engelhard 28% 33% 32% 

Fairdale 41% 45% 32% 

Farmer 61% 62% 70% 

Fern Creek 56% 54% 56% 

Field 66% 71% 67% 

Foster 28% 30% 79% 

Frayser 10% 8% 29% 

Gilmore 36% 38% 56% 

Goldsmith 41% 41% 46% 

Greathouse/
Shryock 94% 95% 86% 

Greenwood 35% 29% 36% 

Gutermuth 34% 31% 27% 

Hartstern 41% 38% 45% 

Hawthorne 56% 49% 58% 

Hazelwood 35% 33% 25% 

Hite 73% 70% 78% 

Indian Trail 30% 21% 38% 

J. Graham 
Brown School 84% 88% 92% 

Jacob 31% 35% 43% 

Data Source: Kentucky Department of Education 

 Proficient and  

Elementary Distinguished Scores Kindergarten 

Schools Reading Math Readiness 

Jeffersontown 57% 51% 38% 

Johnsontown 
Road 31% 29% 33% 

Kennedy 37% 27% 69% 

Kenwood 50% 59% 28% 

Kerrick 46% 42% 37% 

King 19% 15% 48% 

Klondike 43% 47% 28% 

Laukhuf 62% 60% 50% 

Layne 39% 30% 43% 

Lincoln 55% 56% 70% 

Lowe 76% 75% 84% 

Luhr 43% 37% 33% 

Maupin 11% 6% 42% 

Mcferran 32% 31% 49% 

Medora 48% 46% 45% 

Middletown 56% 52% 62% 

Mill Creek 33% 29% 36% 

Minors Lane 17% 16% 16% 

Norton 
Commons 67% 58% 76% 

Norton 83% 78% 75% 

Okolona 36% 50% 51% 

Portland 51% 52% 30% 

Price 19% 15% 51% 

Rangeland 34% 29% 40% 

Roosevelt-
Perry 11% 7% 41% 

Rutherford 29% 41% 22% 

Sanders 51% 45% 18% 

Schaffner 70% 75% 58% 

Semple 28% 25% 37% 

Shacklette 32% 27% 21% 

Shelby 27% 22% 52% 

Slaughter 27% 37% 42% 
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EDUCATION CHARACTERISTICS 

Student Achievement - School Year 2016-2017 

 Proficient and  

Elementary Distinguished Scores Kindergarten 

Schools Reading Math Readiness 

Smyrna 38% 31% 30% 

St. Matthews 65% 59% 72% 

Stonestreet 57% 53% 35% 

Stopher 80% 73% 92% 

Trunnell 35% 37% 33% 

Tully 70% 70% 68% 

Watson Lane 26% 23% 27% 

Watterson 48% 47% 37% 

Wellington 34% 36% 57% 

Data Source: Kentucky Department of Education 

 Proficient and  

Elementary Distinguished Scores Kindergarten 

Schools Reading Math Readiness 

Wheatley 15% 7% 35% 

Wheeler 69% 75% 71% 

Wilder 61% 59% 54% 

Wilkerson 30% 36% 36% 

Wilt 59% 63% 63% 

Young 27% 25% 41% 

Zachary Taylor 45% 33% 32% 

District Total 47% 45% 52% 

 Proficient and 

 Distinguished Scores 

Middle Schools Reading Math 

Academy @ Shawnee 60% 45% 

Barret 81% 78% 

Carrithers 45% 36% 

Conway 29% 19% 

Crosby 60% 55% 

Farnsley 57% 54% 

Frost 23% 19% 

Highland 46% 25% 

J. Graham Brown School 81% 80% 

JCTMS 72% 64% 

Johnson 64% 58% 

Kammerer 53% 42% 

Knight 38% 21% 

 Proficient and 

 Distinguished Scores 

Middle Schools Reading Math 

Lassiter 39% 27% 

Moore 36% 24% 

Meyzeek 67% 62% 

Newburg 39% 31% 

Noe 69% 61% 

Olmsted Academy North 22% 17% 

Olmsted Academy South 36% 35% 

Ramsey 47% 39% 

Stuart 21% 9% 

Thomas Jefferson 28% 23% 

Western 50% 43% 

Westport 38% 32% 

District Total 47% 39% 
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EDUCATION CHARACTERISTICS 

Student Achievement - School Year 2016-2017 

Data Source: Kentucky Department of Education 

 Proficient and   

 Distinguished Scores Graduation College and 

High Schools Reading Math Rate Career Ready 

Academy @ Shawnee 29% 12% 70% 31% 

Atherton 80% 46% 92% 65% 

Ballard 66% 43% 92% 58% 

Butler 59% 33% 96% 61% 

Central 46% 20% 98% 50% 

Doss 29% 10% 85% 32% 

duPont Manual 95% 82% 99% 96% 

Eastern 72% 58% 92% 67% 

Fairdale 46% 27% 90% 48% 

Fern Creek 49% 41% 90% 55% 

Iroquois 13% 12% 61% 20% 

J. Graham Brown School 83% 69% 100% 89% 

Jeffersontown 51% 35% 85% 58% 

Male 84% 62% 100% 83% 

Moore 28% 19% 81% 49% 

Pleasure Ridge Park 40% 23% 91% 73% 

Seneca 32% 25% 83% 40% 

Southern 29% 16% 85% 46% 

Valley 23% 25% 81% 47% 

Waggener 28% 45% 79% 32% 

Western 30% 9% 71% 59% 

District Total 50% 36% 81% 57% 



 

Jefferson County Profile— February 2018  18 

HOUSING CHARACTERISTICS 

Housing Units 

Home Value 

         Jefferson County        Kentucky 

 Estimate Percent Estimate Percent 

Total Housing Units 341,528 - 1,951,090 - 

Occupied Housing Units 310,355 91% 1,718,217 88% 

     Owner Occupied 189,981 61% 1,147,903 67% 

     Renter Occupied 120,374 39% 570,314 33% 

Vacant Housing Units 31,173 9% 232,873 12% 

         Jefferson County        Kentucky 

 Estimate Percent Estimate Percent 

Single Family Housing Units 235,192 69% 1,356,858 70% 

Multi-Family Housing Units 101,441 30% 356,790 18% 

Other Housing Units 4,895 1% 237,442 12% 

 Jefferson County Kentucky 

Median Reported Value of Owner Occupied Housing Units $154,100 $126,100 

Data Source: U.S. Census Bureau, 2012-2016 American Community Survey, 
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HOUSING CHARACTERISTICS 

Subsidized Housing (2017) 

Since passage of the U.S. Housing Act of 1937, the federal government has provided housing 

assistance to low-income renters. Generally, households pay rent equal to 30 percent of their incomes 

while the federal government pays the remainder of rent. To qualify for a subsidy, an applicant’s 

income must initially fall below a certain income limit. Assistance provided under HUD programs falls 

into three categories: public housing, tenant-based, and privately owned project-based.  

In public housing, local housing agencies receive allocations of HUD funding to build and operate 

housing. The housing is owned by the local agencies. Low-income renters may receive assistance 

only if they agree to live at a particular public housing project.  

The housing choice voucher program is a tenant-based assistance program, which allows participants 

to find and lease housing in the private market. Subsidies are provided to the landlord to supplement 

the rent paid by low-income households. Under tenant-based programs, assisted households may 

move and take their subsidy with them. By contrast, subsidies provided to landlords within project-

based programs are tied to the rental unit. The subsidy arrangement is termed project-based because 

the assisted household may not take the subsidy and move to another location. Unlike public housing, 

project-based units are built and operated by private landlords. The largest project-based program is 

the Section 8 program. 

         Jefferson County        Kentucky 

 Estimate Percent Estimate Percent 

Total subsidized units 21,032 - 84,420 - 

     Percent occupied - 89% - 91% 

Public housing units 4,413 21% 22,401 27% 

     Percent occupied - 87% - 94% 

Housing choice voucher units 10,860 52% 36,624 43% 

     Percent occupied - 87% - 87% 

Project-based section 8 units 4,751 23% 23,017 27% 

     Percent occupied - 95% - 93% 

Data Source: HUD, Picture of Subsidized Households, 2017 



 

Jefferson County Profile— February 2018  20 

HOUSING CHARACTERISTICS 

Housing Cost Burden 

Severe Housing Problems (2010-2014) 

   Jefferson County    Kentucky 

 Estimate Percent Estimate Percent 

Renters paying 30% or more of income on housing costs 52,840 47% 237,142 47% 

Owners paying 30% or more of income on housing costs 37,824 20% 219,639 19% 

According to the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development, households that spend more 

than 30% of their income on housing are considered cost burdened and may have difficulty affording 

necessities such as food, transportation, and medical care. 

Note: Housing costs  as a percentage of income is only calculated for households that pay rent and report income. 

Data Source: U.S. Census Bureau, 2012-2016 American Community Survey 

   Jefferson County    Kentucky 

 Estimate Percent Estimate Percent 

Households with severe housing problems 47,880 16% 244,740 15% 

The U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development, defines severe housing problems as 

households with at least one or more of the following housing problems: 

1. housing unit lacks complete kitchen facilities; 

2. housing unit lacks complete plumbing facilities; 

3. household is severely overcrowded; or 

4. household is severely cost burdened. 

Severe overcrowding is defined as more than 1.5 persons per room. Severe cost burden is defined as 

monthly housing costs (including utilities) that exceed 50% of monthly income. 

Note: Housing cost burden is only calculated for households that pay rent and report income. 

Data Source: HUD, Comprehensive Housing Affordability Strategy, 2010-2014 
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HEALTH CHARACTERISTICS 

County Health Rankings (2017) 

 Jefferson County 

Health Outcomes overall ranking (out of 120) 28 

Health Factors overall ranking (out of 120) 57 

The County Health Rankings measure the health of nearly all counties in the nation and rank them 

within states.  Kentucky’s counties are ranked from 1-120.   

The Health Outcomes overall ranking represents how healthy a county is. It is derived from two types 

of health outcomes: how long people live (length of life) and how healthy people feel while alive 

(quality of life).  

The Health Factors overall ranking represents what influences the health of a county. It is derived from 

four types of health factors: health behaviors, clinical care, social and economic factors, and the 

physical environment. In turn each of these factors is based on several measures: 

Health Behaviors 

 Alcohol and drug use 

 Diet and exercise 

 Sexual activity 

 Tobacco use 

 

Clinical Care 

 Access to care 

 Quality of care 

 

 

 

Social and Economic Factors 

 Community Safety 

 Education 

 Employment 

 Family and Social 

Support 

 Income 

Physical Environment 

 Air and water quality 

 Housing and transit 

Data Source: County Health Rankings 2017 

Self-Reported Health 

 Jefferson County Kentucky 

Percentage of adults reporting fair or poor health, age-adjusted 
(2015)* 18% 21% 

Percentage of adults reporting inadequate social/emotional 
support, age-adjusted (2006-2012)+ 19% 20% 

*Data Source: County Health Rankings 2017 

+
Data Source: CDC, BRFSS, Accessed from Community Commons 
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HEALTH CHARACTERISTICS 

Health Insurance Coverage 

Disability Status 

Data Source: U.S. Census Bureau, 2012-2016 American Community Survey 

     Jefferson County        Kentucky 

 Estimate Percent Estimate Percent 

Population under 6 years without health insurance 1,537 3% 13,663 4% 

Population under 18 years without health insurance 5,063 3% 47,178 5% 

Total population without health insurance 65,333 9% 415,778 10% 

     Jefferson County        Kentucky 

 Estimate Percent Estimate Percent 

Population with a disability 108,826 14% 745,988 17% 

Data Source: U.S. Census Bureau, 2012-2016 American Community Survey 

Violent Crime (2012-2014) 

Note: Violent crime is defined as cases of reported homicide, rape, robbery, and aggravated assault within the Part 1 Uniform Crime Report 

(UCR) hierarchy. 

Data Source: County Health Rankings 2017 

 Jefferson County Kentucky 

Number of violent crimes 4,241 9,438 

Violent crime rate per 100,000 population 562 215 
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HEALTH CHARACTERISTICS 

       Jefferson County        Kentucky 

 Estimate Percent Estimate Percent 

Population who are low income and do not live close 
to a grocery store* 34,653 5% 255,593 6% 

Census tracts designated a food desert* 13 7% 131 12% 

Population who are food insecure+ 122,030 16% 699,590 16% 

Children who are food insecure+ 29,190 17% 202,050 20% 

Population who are low income is defined as living at or below 200 percent of the federal poverty line. 

Not living close to a grocery store is defined as living further than one mile from a full service grocery 

store in urban areas and living further than ten miles from a full service grocery store in rural areas. 

Food deserts are defined at the census tract level, when the tract is considered low income and low 

access. A tract is considered low income if the tract’s poverty rate is 20% or greater, or if the tract has 

a median family income less than or equal to 80% of the metropolitan area’s median family income. A 

census tract is considered to have low access if a significant number (at least 500 people) or share (at 

least 33%) of individuals in the tract is greater than one mile from the nearest grocery store in urban 

areas or greater than ten miles from the nearest grocery store in rural areas. 

*Data Source: U.S. Department of Agriculture, Food Access Research Atlas 

Food insecurity refers to a lack of access, at times, to enough food for an active, healthy life for all 

household members and limited or uncertain availability of nutritionally adequate foods. Food-insecure 

households are not necessarily food insecure all the time. Food insecurity may reflect a household’s 

need to make trade-offs between important basic needs, such as housing or medical bills, and 

purchasing nutritionally adequate foods.  

+
Data Source: Feeding America, Map the Meal Gap 

Food Access (2015) 
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HEALTH CHARACTERISTICS 

Data Source: Kentucky Cabinet for Health and Family Services Department of Public Health 

 Jefferson County Kentucky 

Births to mothers who smoked during pregnancy 12% 21% 

Births to mothers without a high school degree 14% 15% 

Births to unmarried mothers 47% 42% 

Low birthweight births 9% 9% 

Teen birth rate per 1,000 women age 15-19 30 35 

 Jefferson County Kentucky 

Infant mortality rate per 1,000 live births (2011-2015)+ 7 7 

Years of potential life lost before age 75 per 100,000 
population, age-adjusted (2012-2014)* 8,784 8,932 

Drug overdose death rate per 100,000 population (2013-2015)* 26 25 

+
Data Source: Kentucky Cabinet for Health and Family Services Department of Public Health 

*Data Source: County Health Rankings 2017 

Mortality 

Birth Measures (2013-2015) 


