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Language Justice/La Justicia de Lenguaje

Zoom Interpretation for 
Participants

Interpretación por zoom 
para participantes 

En los controles de la reunión o el seminario 

web, hacer clic en Interpretación.

Hacer clic en el 

idioma 

que desee escuchar.

(Opcional) Para 

escuchar solo el 

idioma interpretado, 

haga clic en Silenciar audio original. 

In your meeting/webinar 

controls, click Interpretation.

Click the language 

that you would like 

to hear/see.

(Optional) To only 

hear the interpreted 

language, click Mute 

Original Audio. 



Welcome and Introductions

● Child Care Aware

● Jefferson County Public Schools

● La Casita

● Play Cousins Collective

● Metro United Way

● The National Center for Families Learning

● Ready for K Family and Caregiver Action Network

Today’s session has been made possible 
through the collaboration between: 



Poll: Who’s Here?

In what field do you work?

● Child care 
● Arts and cultural partners
● Healthcare 
● K–12 education 
● Governments
● Other



Today’s Agenda 

● Welcome 

● Countdown to Kindergarten Calendars 

● JCPS Enrollment Process 

● MUW Update 

● Where to Find the Information

● Questions

● Feedback Form 



Statement of Purpose

This is important work because it… 

• highlights co-design as a collaborative process.

• helps families navigate kindergarten transition.

• creates consistent community messaging.



Countdown to Kindergarten
Calendars



Purpose 

● Provide guidance for families across 
the community as they transition to 
kindergarten.

● Provide information about 
kindergarten transition to 
community practitioners.

● Create consistency in messaging 
about kindergarten transition 
across the Louisville community.



Audience

Practitioners Families

Content



Content

Calendar

Each MonthAnytime

Process Activities Process Activities



Color-Coding

3-5 Years

Year Prior
Process



Let’s Take a Look!

November and December are 
important months for 
families with children 
transitioning to kindergarten.

○ What do you see on 
the calendar that 
supports this 
statement? 

○ What piece of 
information might you 
share with families 
based on this 
calendar?  



Translations

The Countdown to Kindergarten Calendars 
are currently available in English.

In the coming weeks, the Family 
Engagement Calendar will be translated: 
• Spanish
• Swahili
• Nepali
• Somali
• Arabic
• French
• Kinyarwanda



Call to Action

You can…
● Interact with parenting adults and 

families
● Raise awareness with partners and staff 
● Share in newsletters and 

communications
● Highlight on social media



Interactions with Parenting Adults 

Consider Doing: Teach children in your care to write their names using different 
writing materials like highlighters, pencils, markers, and crayons. 

Consider Saying: We have been working with your child on writing their name. 
During family time, your child can practice writing their name on gift tags or cards. 
You can write their name with a yellow highlighter and have them trace it with a 
pencil. Would you be willing to try this out in the next few weeks?  

Consider Sharing: December’s Family Calendar

Scenario: At pick-up, a childcare provider has the opportunity to 
talk with a parenting adult about the month’s family activities.



Partner and Staff Training 

Scenario: Your team may come into contact with 
families of upcoming kindergarteners. 

Consider Doing: Share the Practitioner and Family calendars with your team.

Consider Saying: During a staff meeting or email, ask, “We know enrollment has 
started for JCPS. Let’s brainstorm how we can use the information in the calendars 
in our contact with families. What can we say to families who come into contact 
with us?”

Consider Sharing: The touchpoints your team generates and the current month’s 
Family Calendar. 



Newsletters and Communications  

Consider Doing: Use the family calendar to generate content for your 
communication.

Consider Saying: Cut and paste the information for the current month. Consider 
using icons or a callout box to catch families’ attention. 

Consider Sharing: Share the newsletter your team created with families and 
partners. The more people you share with, the better! 

Scenario: Your team creates a regular newsletter to share with 
families and partners.



Social Media 

Consider Doing: Use the calendars to create posts from individual bullet points. 
Consider creating and scheduling multiple posts each month. 

Consider Saying: Cut and paste each bullet point and add links to the entire 
calendar. Add images to make your posts eye catching!

Consider Sharing: Share your social media posts using your program’s social media 
handles. In your post, encourage families to interact by sharing photos of the 
activities they did together in the comments. 

Scenario: Your team uses a social media account to connect 
with families and partners. 



Coming Soon: Communication Toolkit

● In previous conversations, group 
members identified a communication 
toolkit as a need. 

● We need YOUR help!

● Scan the QR code on the right with your 
phone, or follow the link shared in the 
chat.

● Use the Padlet voting option to vote for 
your favorite hashtag to be included in 
the upcoming communication toolkit. 

Scan here! 



JCPS Enrollment Information



JCPS School Choice Plan 

JCPS Commitment:

• Guarantee a Dual Resides option for students in the Choice Zone 

• Align feeder patterns for elementary, middle, and high school students 

• Dedicate resourcing, funding, and support for the Choice Zone through 
the Choice Zone Support Plan 

• Provide a new technology system and dedicated School Choice Outreach 

• Implement a comprehensive magnet strategy that aligns with MSA and 
provides equitable access that leads to positive student outcomes 

On June 1, 2022 a historical moment occurred when the JCPS Board approved the new School Choice Plan. With equity as its 
foundation, the new plan creates a transparent, trustworthy system that will build stronger trust and an improved experience for our 
students and families.



How to find out about school choice programs?

•Choices Book

•Contact schools

•Website www.jcpsky.net 

•Open houses (vary by school, may be virtual or in person)
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https://www.jefferson.kyschools.us/sites/default/files/Choices-Elementary-Schools.pdf
http://www.jcpsky.net/
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1WijVLEGWvIuqdfNnASxNlWijySlk8duOWnApUorLNdU/edit#gid=0


Common Language



School Zones
Feeder Patterns
Dual Resides 



School Zones

• A zone is a group of three to eight JCPS elementary schools located 
within a geographic area connected to a specific JCPS high school. This 
will better predict your student’s educational path. JCPS guarantees 
every student a seat at a school in their zone, which is determined by 
their home address.

• Students living in the designated Choice Zone have 2 options: close to 
home school or a far away school determined by their address.

• Use School Finder on the JCPS Website www.jcpsky.net  or call 
demographics at 485-3050
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http://www.jcpsky.net/


Network 1 2023-2024



 Network 2 2023-2024



Network 3 2023-2024



Dual Resides: Choice Zone

● Students living within the Choice Zone will have an option to choose a 
school close to home or one far away. 

● Incoming kindergarten students must choose whether they want to 
attend the school close to home or far away.



Magnet Schools and Magnet 
Programs 



What is a Magnet School?

Magnet schools offer specialized instruction of theme-based education that appeals to 
student interest, talents and abilities. Magnet schools provide a whole-school approach 
to a unique curriculum.  

Elementary School Magnet Themes:

➢ Traditional
➢ Science, Technology, Engineering, Art, Math (STEAM)
➢ Visual & Performing Arts
➢ Montessori
➢ Self-Directed
➢ International Baccalaureate
➢ Spanish Immersion



Brandeis

Science, Technology, Engineering, 
Arts & Mathematics (STEAM)
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Brown
Self Directed Learning

Magnet Schools
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Coleridge-Taylor

Montessori
Hawthorne

Spanish Immersion

Magnet Schools
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Young
International Baccalaureate

Lincoln
Visual & Performing Arts

Magnet Schools



Audubon, Carter, Foster, Greathouse 
and Schaffner Traditional
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Magnet Schools



Magnet programs provide a particular learning focus or style. Schools with magnet 

programs serve students living in that school’s zone and those living in other zones, who 

want to take advantage of the magnet program’s particular learning theme or focus on a 

specific subject. 

Elementary School Magnet Program Themes:

➢ Talent Development

➢ Microsociety 

Magnet Schools



Magnet Schools



Application Process 



Who Needs to Apply?

� Students who want to explore magnet schools and programs.

� Students who will be 5 on or before August 1 are eligible to apply for kindergarten.

� Only kindergarten students living in the Choice Zone will make a close to home or far 
away selection beginning in 2023-2024. Currently enrolled students will remain in 
their current schools.
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Complete an Application

November 1 to December 16, 2022
● All applications received before the end of the initial application period receive 

the same consideration.

● Access the application from any computer or device with internet.

● After we verify proof of residence, families complete the application.

● Families can make 2 choices for magnet schools or magnet programs.
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Early Entrance Requirements

• Students who turn 5 years old between August 2 and October 1 may be eligible to enroll in 
kindergarten provided the student meets the criteria set by the Board of Education. 

• The online application to petition for early admission will be open between November 1, 2022 
and March 1, 2023 for those that feel their child has above average ability levels and wish to 
petition the district for early admission to kindergarten.  

• Parent/guardian will complete the online application as the initial step for petitioning for early 
entrance to kindergarten. The student will then receive an appointment for the screening 
assessment.

• The decision based on screening results is final.  There is no appeal process. If a child does not 
meet the criteria there will be no opportunities to rescreen or appeal the findings

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSe4RYTtYU2eOBsO4fB4od_ely7kgTvSHAAJxrgXN33ROSf4ag/viewform?usp=sf_link


Complete an Application
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Apply here!
https://jcpsky.net 



  The Fine Print
• No preference for siblings in magnet schools

• Falsifying information to gain entrance to a school will void your child’s eligibility 
to attend that school.

• Waiting lists are not maintained from year to year.
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For additional information, 
please contact the Office of School Choice at 

502-485-6250 or email 
JCPSSchoolChoice@jefferson.kyschools.us



Metro United Way Updates



Metro United Way Updates



https://kysciencecenter.org/programs/no-limits-family-nights/
https://bernheim.org/event/colorfest-5/2022-11-06/


The Children at Play Network has two 
remaining virtual play workshops in 2022. 
These workshops are open to anyone 
interested. Kentucky early learning 
professionals can get up to four hours of 
ECE-TRIS credit for attending both 
workshops. Registration for each workshop 
closes on the Wednesday preceding the 
Saturday workshop. There is a minimum 
threshold required for each workshop so 
please help spread the word or entice a 
colleague to sign up as well.

Individual membership in the Children at Play 
Network provides discounts on training 
workshops.

If you have questions, please contact Kim 
Tabler at kim.tabler.capn@bernheim.org

Saturday, Nov. 12, 2022 10 a.m.- 12 p.m. What 
About the Babies? Using Loose Parts for 
Infants and Toddlers

Location: Virtual, Zoom link provided day before 
event.

Register HERE

The benefits of loose parts play holds true for 
infants and toddlers, yet we rarely talk about how 
to offer loose parts safely to our youngest 
children. Join us as we discover the definition of 
loose parts, what to consider and how to use 
loose parts in your infant or toddler classroom, 
and how to turn loose parts play into a vital part 
of your play programming. Registration deadline 
for this training is Wednesday, November 9th. 
This workshop requires a minimum threshold of 
participants so please help us spread the word or 
get a friend to register along with you.  This 
training is state-approved (KY) for two hours of 
ECE-TRIS professional development credit. 
Certificates of completion can be mailed to 
participants from outside of Kentucky at your 
request to assist you in self applying for 
professional development credit.

Saturday, December 10, 2022

10 a.m.-12 p.m. What If They Don’t Understand? 
Communicating with Parents and Caregivers

Location: Virtual, Zoom link provided day before event.

Register HERE

Everyone has different knowledge of and experiences with 
play. One commonly defined barrier to offering valuable 
play experiences for children is hesitation on the part of 
well meaning adults that simply haven’t been exposed to 
the value of play in the healthy development of children. 
Learning how to communicate about play value is the 
focus of this workshop. Participants will work together to 
develop methods and specific strategies for 
communicating the importance of play with parents and 
adult decision makers. We’ll build a network of play 
advocates! Registration deadline for this training is 
Wednesday, December 7th. This workshop requires a 
minimum threshold of participants so please help us 
spread the word or get a friend to register along with you. 
This training is state-approved (KY) for two hours of 
ECE-TRIS professional development credit. Certificates of 
completion can be mailed to participants from outside of 
Kentucky at your request to assist you in self applying for 
professional development credit.

https://9619.blackbaudhosting.com/9619/CAPN-Professional-Development---What-About-Babies-Using-Loose-Parts-for-Infant-and-Toddlers
https://9619.blackbaudhosting.com/9619/CAPN-Professional-Development---Communicating-with-Parents


https://tickets.kentuckyperformingarts.org/20549


Additional Resources/Events
-        Smoketown Family Wellness is hosting a trunk or treat this 
Thursday October 27th 5-7p on 760 S. Hancock Street. For more 
information contact Ramaia Coleman at p: 502-242-7458 e: 
rcoleman@smoketownwellness.org

 -        Norton is hosting a community baby shower Saturday 
November 12th 10am-1pm. Tables are going to be set up for people 
to share their information or resources that are available to moms. For 
more information contact MicQuisha Bell at p: 502-407-4355 e: 
micquisha.bell@nortonhealthcare.org

 -        Play Cousins Collective is hosting a Fall Festival on 
November 12th 2-5p. For more information see the Play Cousins 
newsletter or contact Zuri at circletime@playcousinscollective.com.

 -        Backside Learning will host a JCPS School Enrollment 
Session to assist Spanish speaking families with the school 
enrollment process. This event will be held on November 4th 
12-2p at Beechmont Baptist Church. For more information contact 
Backside Learning at (502) 634-6543.

mailto:circletime@playcousinscollective.com


Wrap-Up



Where to Find Information 

● The Kindergarten Transition materials shared today, and other materials 
related to this work, will be available on the Ready for K Alliance 
website.

● The recording from today’s session will be available on the Metro United 
Way YouTube channel.

https://www.youtube.com/c/MetroUnitedWay
https://www.youtube.com/c/MetroUnitedWay


Mark Your Calendars!

Our next Countdown to 

Kindergarten session will be 

on Thursday, February 2.



Questions?

What questions might you have about the information presented 
today?



Feedback form

● Please share your feedback.

● Scan the QR code with your 
phone’s camera. 

● Or use the link in the chat.

Scan Here



Thank You for Joining Us Today! 


