






FEAR



English Standard Version

Now who is there to harm you if you are 
zealous for what is good? But even if you 
should suffer for righteousness' sake, you 
will be blessed. Have no fear of them, nor 
be troubled, but in your hearts honor 
Christ the Lord as holy, always being 
prepared to make a defense to anyone 
who asks you for a reason for the hope 
that is in you; yet do it with gentleness 
and respect … For it is better to suffer for 
doing good, if that should be God’s will, 
than for doing evil.

1 Peter 3:13-17
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OPEN CHRISTIANS
with bold, hopeful, ready, 

respectful answers 



if…



if?
what



iffy“ ”
it all seems



fear



CAN INTIMIDATED CHRISTIANS  
SAVE A HOSTILE WORLD?



ARE YOU READY? 
THINK THROUGH YOUR FAITH.  

DECIDE TO BE OPEN. 

TRUST IN CHRIST, HE IS LORD.
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don’t fear
1 Pet. 3:14

make your case
1 Pet. 3:15b



don’t fear
1 Pet. 3:14

make your case
1 Pet. 3:15b

honor Christ
1 Pet. 3:15a



English Standard Version

…do not fear what they fear, nor be in 
dread. But the Lord of hosts, him you 
shall honor as holy. Let him be your fear, 
and let him be your dread.

Isaiah 8:12b-13



SUBMIT YOUR HEART TO  
CHRIST’S AUTHORITY.



DREAD CHRIST’S DISPLEASURE  
MORE THAN WHAT PEOPLE THINK.



LET CHRIST’S PROMISES 
FILL YOU WITH HOPE!



English Standard Version

Now who is there to harm you if you are 
zealous for what is good? But even if you 
should suffer for righteousness' sake, 
you will be blessed. Have no fear of 
them, nor be troubled,

1 Peter 3:13-14



English Standard Version

but in your hearts honor Christ the Lord 
as holy, always being prepared to make 
a defense to anyone who asks you for a 
reason for the hope that is in you; yet do 
it with gentleness and respect,

1 Peter 3:15
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English Standard Version

having a good conscience, so that, when 
you are slandered, those who revile your 
good behavior in Christ may be put to 
shame.

1 Peter 3:16



 HONORING CHRIST 
TURNS OUR FEAR TO HOPE
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“Peter assumed that believers have solid 
intellectual grounds for believing the gospel. The 
truth of the gospel is a public truth that can be 

defended in the public arena. This does not mean, 
of course, that every Christian is to be a highly 
skilled apologist for the faith. It does mean that 

every believer should grasp the essentials of the 
faith and should have the ability to explain to 

others why they think the Christian faith is true.” 

– Thomas R. Schreiner
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IF WE HONOR CHRIST,  
WE WILL LIVE OPENLY FOR HIM, 
SPEAK OPENLY FOR HIM, AND  
LET HIM HANDLE THE REST.



HONOR CHRIST 
TURNS OUR FEAR TO HOPE   
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DEFENSIVENESS TO GENTLENESS



ARE YOU READY? 
THINK THROUGH YOUR FAITH.  

DECIDE TO BE OPEN. 

TRUST IN CHRIST, HE IS LORD.
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