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From the Desert 

of Sorrow & Sin
& Separation & Sadness

& Shame & Brokeness

& Hopeless Helplessness

& Fear & Death & Slavery
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To the Life-Giving Stream
of Eternal, Abundant Life

& Hope & Peace & Love

& Reconciliation to God

& Confident Power in Him

& Fruitful, Fulfilled Living

& Forgiveness of All Debts
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We’re seeking all this, 
not just for us, but for 

anyone around us 
that wants it!



living Water
“The Spirit and the Bride say, “Come.” And let the 


one who hears say, ‘Come.’ And let the one who is thirsty 
come … take the water of life without price” 


— Revelation 22:17 —
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Isaiah 35:1-2

(see also 32:15)

The wilderness and the dry 
land shall be glad; the desert 
shall rejoice and blossom like 
the crocus; it shall blossom 
abundantly and rejoice with 
joy and singing. 
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a church like thessalonica
•May we receive the word with the joy of the  

Holy Spirit, in spite of any affliction! (1 Thess. 1:6)


•May we become an example to all the believers 
throughout our part of the world! (1 Thess. 1:7)


•May the word sound forth from us throughout Fort 
Wayne and all the areas around us! (1 Thess. 1:8)


•May our faith in God go forth everywhere!  
(1 Thess. 1:8)



Sound
forth the word!

— 2023 Theme —

“Paul’s from you is emphatic (they were special),  
and his rang out (exēcheō) is picturesque; it might 
describe the clarion call of a trumpet or the roll of 
thunder. It emphasizes the resounding nature of the 
witness borne by the Thessalonian church. The verb 
is a Greek perfect, which implies that the sounding 
out was continuing. It was no passing whim.”

Leon Morris
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Geography & the Gospel

1 Thessalonians 1:8



English Standard Version
1 Thessalonians 1:8

“For not only has the word of the Lord 

sounded forth from you in Macedonia 

and Achaia, but your faith in God has 

gone forth everywhere, so that we 

need not say anything.”
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Fort Wayne

the Midwest



Geography & the Gospel



Flood the Fort!
Sound forth the word in 


northeast Indiana & Beyond!



English Standard Version
John 7:39

Now this he said about the Spirit, whom 
those who believed in him were to receive, 
for as yet the Spirit had not been given, 
because Jesus was not yet glorified.



English Standard Version
Ephesians 5:25-27

Husbands, love your wives, as Christ loved 
the church … having cleansed her by the 
washing of water with the word, so that he 
might present the church to himself …



English Standard Version
2 Corinthians 11:2

…I betrothed you to one husband, to present 
you as a pure virgin to Christ.
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