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JOURNEY TO THE. MOOK.

el

DO not design to discuss the subject respecting the mag-«
nitude of ciredtion, or. whether'the stars with which we
are surrounded, be so miny suns enlightening other worlds,
or whether the planets, enlightened by the same sun with our-
selves, be peopled by beings resembling or differing from us.
- No, 1 sﬁaﬁ'lt*a‘ve such subjects to the investigation of imore
- philosophical heads than mme. But as supposition is said te
hurt nobody, perhaps you will permit me to suppose that there
are inhabitants in some of these luminaries, and that I, wearied
with my confinement on this littie globe of earth on which I
was born, have taken a trip to the nearest body in the upper
Yegions, which you will'conclude to be our goed old moon,
and tnat [ send an account of my supposed journey,with some
occurrences that took place after my arrival. -

I shali therefore proceed to amuse and, perhaps, edify you
with an account of my supposed singular journey ; but pray
remember that | am writing in a parabolical or figurative
Eanner, SO f B
Onabrightwinter’sevening, whenthe heavens werewithout.
a cloud ta conceal their glory, and the full moon shone with
her midnight solemn splendor, while I was busy viewing it
through my laige telescope, I found myself gradually ascend-
amyg from the earth, though I confess I did nor perceive my
ascent at the first, being so intent on the object ] was investi-
gating. ‘At length my heart went pit-a-pat, expecting every
moment to fall down with a crash. Happily I kept fast
hold of my telesc .pe noiwithstanding my tremor.

As Eadvanced into the acreal regions, the rapidity of my
motion increased every moment, till 1 thought I must be
going at the rate of a thousand miles an hour. The world I
had left behind, began to assume the appearance of a mighgf

moon, from wrich I conjectured that the moon to which
s upposed myself travelling, had got betwixtme and the sun,
and that the earth was reflectmg back the sun’s rays. Be-

Coming a little more accusiomed to my. strangs uDaccowIfe
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alile eircumstances, T had courage

uvg the workl I had left behind. _
sdand of Biitain, surrounded by the ocean ; but it appeared

smaller than my own little garden. I could e:sily listin=
cuish the Pacific ocean, with 1ts numerous and scattered
islands, though I could not at that time discover all 1ts parts,
the sun’s lipht not having yet 1luminated the whole extent.

When the sun had agdin  got
moon shone with its aceustomes brightness, buf to appear=

Znce increased to an. enormous ze. 1 knew this changc

arose from mv having advanced so much -nearer to it.
fancie | 1 saw mountains, volecangs. oceans and  seas, and

wondered if 1 should 2ligiht upon 1s surf:ce. T A

Arrer .cveral days jou: ney { found my extreme swiftness
gradually impeded, which { hoped was an ndication of my.
having reached the moon’s atmosphaie. « Now the island of
Biitain only appeared as a sma ] speck upon the earth’s sur-
face, even when viewell througn my poweiful magniﬁer.

Perhaps you are disposed to engqire wiat pijeventcd _
from staiving daring: this strange journey, where 1 coul
meet with no friendlv house, nor comfort by the
way. 1 happencd w l

I distinctly perceived the

behind ‘our world, the

" _-‘ . i

hen I lafr the @ath to have my POCk‘ees

half-full of plumh cakes, which 1 had providel for some
young people, whom [ expe:ted 10 Visit e, am d for=
goiten to lay them aside ail they should be nezded.
used m the most frugal manner, supported me by (he Ways
Atlength | reached sometning resembling the clouds of
our own world, and T assumie vou | was g!ad to sce some-
thing world-like. " When I hai moved a liale farther the
air became so dense, that I descende i tawards the moon as
gently as if [ had been m an air-balton. I'he inh .bitants per-
ceived my approach and assembled in cronds near the place
where they conjectured 1 must alipht. Upon my arrival 1
~avas hailed with shouts, the noise of which almast dt prived
me’ of hearing. Though rémarkably drowsy, In conses
quence of having had no sleep tor many pights, ~my Joy at
haviag arrived witheutloss of lite, enlivened my drooping

- Spurits. i ¥ : e ) AAe
- Many of the higher orders of the inhabitants were arrig:
ing every minute, for the report of my appearance 8§09
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clrculated throvghout ‘the surraunding region by ithese T
‘was asked many questions, but at len®sth a large assembly.
‘being formally arranged in the centre of what I supposed a
garden, 1 was placed in their midst, on.a seat which ap-
peared to be made of gnld.  Then a grave personage rose,
and intimated to me that he had a few enquiries to make
for the gratification of his numerous friends, to which he
had no doubt I should give correct answers. -_.,
~ From whence have vou ‘come? was lis first enquiry —
‘Yam (said [) an inhabitant of a distant*world which we
call earth, the same which reflects light to you from the sun
‘during the night. AR SRS A
By what means did you come hither ?<—1 rcanpot exp'ain

this, as [ am as ignorant how mv convevance hither hag
been effected as you are. I found myself ascend: {rom the
earth, without any exertion on my part, and this’ invelun-
tary motion continued till mv arvival here. e s <

" What kind of beings inhabit the world from whence vou
come, are they all much the same n appearance as yours-
self P—Yes, much the same. - sl (5
1 Are they acquainted &ith God the creator of all ?—God
has made himseélf known to them, by means ot’'a book,
which he inspired seme of his servants in’ oiffsrent ages to
write, for the instruction of eur race. iy ALl
“You have ‘mentioned diffsrent ‘ages, rwere not ali youl
friends from the beginning >~No. we continue only a few
Iftafs upon the earth, then we die. ant cur souls dzpart,
teaving our bodies to moulder away, into thejr priginal
}ﬂ'ﬁs’t' trom which they were ¢ mposcd: ' ) X0
= Upon stating this circumstarce respecting our race, 1 obs
served much astonishment expressed by -all present, which
arose from its being the fust time they had ever heard of
Mleath. " 'T was then' asked if this had always been the con-
dition “of man?—1I assured them it hhad not, for the first of
our race, ‘when he came from the creating hand of God,
was a holy, and. happy being, but by listening“:to,
the'insinoations of a ‘wicked spirit, he had been prevailed
apon to rebel against God, and thereby  ruin: d:him€lf q:mﬂ,'!;'i

e
QT

%ll his descenfla_nts-v-but before this man acknowledged hiss #55
)E'e_n'cc,orsoh.c:ted torgiveness, God vame forward with a'res -
glation of astopishing mercy, He published his purpose to
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send his own Son into our world, to assume ournature, |
hearsthe guiit of our siasg to die for th-ir atomement, an
thereby ta provide 2 foundation for-the hope and eternal je
ofall who shou'd pat their trust in ham.

[ was | by this time so overcome with sleep that 1 hc“"gd
the v would allow me to take a little repnse, which rhe
willinglv consented. sn. o) ]

“, hen -1 awoke, I found mvselfeiurely alones O
walking to a little distance {4 was met by sayeral m’mbl
tants, = h”) had been present at the meeting which 400!
place on me anivil. « “they expressed much drziie to knaw
how the inhabiiants of the earth nC{‘Lpled their ime. = 1 sta
ted a variery of tradss, mennfrct@ees,: &c. w gy leq 13 oK
active !n,(mv"v to reqde" mr“rn pr"*d‘ucuwe. i pm‘tiCdlatl‘l
exoiained the labour requicite since man had sianad, [ to ren
AR nelds {ruitfal, ant 1 tie drend ul effects w,nch WO
ensueaf their cuitivation we n‘“gl cted, 1 exnl ined hos
w3 mv Gnd hal h..u’mcc' t}’fe wants ok sOtlt.tsf, that all lt‘
t!epnrt_mcnts depended so.much upan each other, that it wa:
the interest of each to fulhl iss part. . That governors can.

not jive without husbamdmen, nor husbangmen napinl)
witihout governars.  “{dhatithe tayior rcqmles the 21d of. the
baker. and the baker of the taylor, torencer him comfortabie,

W hile conversing w;n thewe pe: rsogs, the venelable per-

€01 ape who took the lead in mv examination on the former
‘ CCCasion met us. h(‘, wnth com;derwlﬂ ?n\ICtv enquiréd
if Gad had ver sent his Son fato our world to accomplish the
great purpose: f v which he was promised. 1 assured him
-he had come and had finishegd the nleat work that was given
him to do.  Didhe actuzbv di --—Yes, said I, he did. A

Voluntﬂ‘v deatn L <:uppm-€, 321 he ?-——-Yes 1t was volumaw,
because he had abundance of posver to prevent it 3 but you
will be surpiised to hear that it was effected by the hands of
men, who were full of rage agawnst him. Why were they
emagcd agains: him ?———Because they hated him for his holy
‘and rightecus conduct, they eould not bear. his fidelity
tes.i® ing against their wickedness; whesefore, with wacked
hands, tney kiled this Prince of life ; buton the thlrd day he
.arose -from the dead, and before.. he ascended mto. his
heaveniy kingdom of gon y; he commanded his fo”owers to
travel over Ll}e garth, preachnw the forgweqess of sins, and

v
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cinal life threugh his death, to all who repented, and be-
ved 1n Wis mame. . With great emotion { was asked what
ception this mercifuol message met with from the inhabi-
nts of the earth /—1It gave. saud [, the most consu:nmate
wy to thousands, who believed and weicomed the gracious
=ws. 1'o hear that Chrisi the Son of God sabmitted tr a
amnful and shameful death, to obtain justificaion and lif - for
e un'rmlly, astont-hed all who belteve i .  T'hese forsook
m with all their hearts, and ecame tuly desirous of only
oing whatpleased God.  Bur with e aret [ must inform
rou that the number of thase converted to the faith ¢ fCl1rv~t,
(as n every ace borne a small propo:tion €. those who have
ither neglecm . or rejected salvation by thie Son of God.

But how can men be happy. said cne »of the company,
whiie they reject the salvation of God; while they ncither
ove, por serve, nor se.k the God of heaven ?—~Not one of
them, said 1, are reatly happv, but they do not consiier har

unhappmesq to artse from being desiitute of the religion of

the Sonof God. th: y rath> concetve it to proceed from some
deficiency in the things of the world which they possess.

bome 1magine 1f their riches or hon''r were increased, or

some altuatton in their outward circumstances took p‘a(:n.,

thi:n thcy should emov Unmterrup'ed happmes‘f i hey
dubour, often with great industre, to acquire this supposed

good-—many peit h during the- pursuit—oihers wha succoed
&n obining the object of their desire. fiid stiil a w.nt of
;,mmt:thmg to satisfy the urbounded desites of ¢he immortal
mmd ‘T'he secret 15 this, that nOthmg but aninfinrte G od,
revealing himself by His spirit to their minds, and enahting
them o believe and trust in }nm, can give perfect and las lmg
satisfaction. © - e

My last obsefvation 1eceived the most marked appiobation
of the Lurar inhabnavts; they truly pitied the igaorant
griflers ofoursiuful worid who prefer drunkenness, debaue hery,
sinful amusements, exorbirant riches, ﬂattery and orhei things
that are highly esteemed amongst men, to the pleasures of
' gndlmcss, to the life 6f God in tlie soul of man, to the ani«
‘mating’ hope of futore bliss.
That they might understand more disiinctly the state ot

things upon the earthy I related to them the condition of some

fimiesuponit. I kpow a family, said I, consisting of 2
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hushand, wife, and six children. For two or three yea
after marriage they lived comfortabl:<indeed so long as
husbard continued sober and attentive to his  busines
things went on wcil, but the family removing to anoth
party the husband, by the nature of his business, was led i
abhominable company, who made sport of lhis sobuiety, ar
who often asserted he was held in chains by his wite. The
frequont attacks made a deep impression on his mind.  Lil
his companians, he began to scold his wife for trifim
faulis—then he mtroducei his rude- compantons into tl
Thouse,y who soon wicened the breach. Nothmg now w.
to be heard but violent disputes, heart-rending complaint
and frequently thev came 1o blows. . The husband gradual
became an unfeeling monster, he lost all regard to Ins wi
anc view~d his childien as hindrances to his pleasurcs. H
indifference and ciuehly towards his wife, who was vel
wiliina to do well, grad.aily increased ; he actually stu:li
to rea ‘e her life miserable. Often on a.n._cvening,f he wou
be fighiing with a comrade at the door, while his wife a1
children were screaming within from fear of what the
might expect upon his re-entering the hoase. At length tl
poor woman was worn out with grief, her strength dai
declined, and then she died, leaving six helpless babes und
the care of this unfeeling father. - Sk
Such horiid misery has sin introduced into our world, th
this case is far f om being singular, the same misery exten
- over a great portion of liw.nan society ¢ yet thousands nev
eonsiaer froin whence this misery ard wretchedness sprin
rever reflect upon thic Son of “God having come to establi
peace and blessedness on the earth. And though he h
graciously appointed one day in seven, called the Sabbar
to be devoted entirely to his “service, they will not atte;
the means of mstruction and salvation which he hath a
pomted on that day, for promoting human happines
‘They etther employ their leisure hours on the Sabbath,
nioting and drunkenness, wandering in the streets or in ]
flelds or loitering at home with their families, indifferent
all spintual and important concerns ;. forgetting that ¢
present scene of thingssh:l' soon come to an end, and. th
they must give an account to God of all their wicked decc
The stupiditv, the inconsiderate conduct of thousands,
atmost inconceivable to those who bave not seen it.
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' must, however; say, tothe praise’of the olory of Jeho-
n’s gra_cc;, thaytthewstica ‘exeends salvation to such éamii_
sasthe cne Ihave deseribe). - He'leads theo to catsder
210 waysiandto ccompare them with e word of “trah.
. convinees them ot their misery, dicir sin, antthéir dans
¢t heditects their attention to ‘a soffering Savior; theys
J far mercy : God' hears then praver wnddelivers them™@ -
of all their troubles.” "Now thev becouse asober. peage-
-€, and lovingdamily ; their expeiices are lossenied by their
Jricty;dand even their iworldly conforis are gready =
as:d, godliness having the promidse of the life that now s

queH as the Life that 15 £ Come, Vhey begin 1o derive:
qat pleasure trom reading the Holy Sciptures which God
1,}51’1‘*-(:1050(1 t0 be written tor their wstridction ;. from mutual
;*l:‘nvcrsation respecting them, f!'o[}l 1'cg\,_1}ar giteriuance  on
#rordipanees of ‘religion, and” from believing that God
cres for theroy and wrll cause the bitters “as well as the
stets of Life to work for their goods ™ | ’
Such neisons often compare their present peace and com--
it, with their former wrangling asd wretchedness, 'which
wstrains then topraise and maguity a meraful and pracia
o8 God for his goodulss to them.  Thhey frequenty ‘visit !
;]E-il'ffu1't1me't"unl'1§;q;'a}f compaitons, to tell theim wihiar God has
goughton their behalf, and to commend Jesus Chiist the
<V10T, who [ before mentioned, to their serious attention.
gmeiimes they meet with a favorable nccepuon from these!
f}')lish men, but morc'-frcqumtly thev are deﬁpi_sed toritheir

|

Jcein and Kindness, as if 1t were an improper intrusoin.
étere ended my conversauon for thie presenty with these!
’}jmbitanls of the moon, respecting the aflairs of our world,
2rhaps 1 may afterwaids convev so you the substance of
- bsequent conyeysations, and 1elate circumstances which
;}';;curfed-that may afford both pleasure and satisfaction.  In
ﬁﬂ 1mican ﬁme let vhe reader reflect on the above conversa~
f:ms; and consider to which of the classes he belongs,
. hether he 1s of thos€ who are vainly seeking happiness in
, esent enjoyments, or of thosc who are secking glory,
(ot and immortabity in the scrvice of Jesus Christ, and
 tiently waiting for his eternal kingdom.,
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