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A MENIAL

By Louis Livingston

“All men are created e

oy i e

T

thriller
Mir Livingeton is & new st and this s his fret story

-hwl e o oy

HE Senator’s daughter had not yet
recovered consciousness, but her

brain was working as in a turbu-

feat mmm bher oyes weo open and
seeing things m a vague

Sorth it oo 7. She
s quite Still-had not moved 4 ms.
cle of her body since she had been

ere she lay, hud-
amidst dried as

patch of woods, not far from the house,

Yet solated and little used.

The girl appeared o be occupied
of the she

foot of a gigantic oak lay the remains
of her father’s new car, looking
for all the world at if it had. become in-
volved with the tree in a deadly fight to

o e g et b trifiing loss
“a few patches of bark—while the atito-
mobile, with one whesl gone, rsted on
its si pl
And, she mused, ncwasbysllodds
the best car that the family owned, or
ever had owned. It was only two weeks
old and had cost seven thousand dol-
May, 19147

lars. Yet, come to think of seven
thousand dollars was to father by no
means a ly he

had cheerfully paid ccmsldmbly ore
than that for her beauti 1 neck-
n bl ocasion

, or

Paul had been quite mad 4 shont. the

new machine. He liked it better than

any other he had ever driven. e aad
would care for it so ntioush

fast emu.- howcva', and the try-out

conclusively established the merits of
the = dsy. when no-
was the wiser, they had opened it

up, she and Paul, to sevmty two miles
an hour by the new eter. But
che had oot slipped out {:romthgga»

fage alone with Paul on this particula
drive. The Senator had taken cha.rge
of the present ex;
The famlly had pls.nned to close the
on_the following_day,

ington home

Swmtorhadw!shedmcnstaﬁna!glanee

grer several mprovements tha

St e o b ‘e, e £o pay
97
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two or three calls on nearby neighbors.
So he had ordered up the new car soon
after breakfast and bade his daughter
accompany him. His wife was busy
in her garden, so the girl took the seat
m the s slongaide the Senstor
usua.l.l occupied by her mother.
ch,h Pal ot the wheel, they were soon
on_their way along the carcfully
kept private roads of the extensive
estate. Then had come the crash.
:gm.ngely enough, it had been heard
¥, 50
The girl's und:scemmg eyes fluttered
y from ngled wreckage and
fe!l upou thc yrosu'aw forms af the
men. They stemed to be sleeping
‘peacefully mlgh although Paul’s posi-
‘tion looked none too comfortable, while
One of her father’s legs was bent be-
him in a most- ‘manner.
What good-] lookmg ‘men they were, both
them, although of strictly opposite
types, Her father had a.lwa s been
considered  conspicuously handsome
She suspected, hewever, that lns appear—
ance ‘might less
e not cousis stently bestowed the
stnubest aueuuon to_the very last de-
ough short and
shght, he had an excellent figure, and
dressed perfectly. What would Paul be
lilke with such advantages!
Her father’s iron gray hair was one of
his most striking characteristics. Set of
by a certain ity, a sevmty
of expression and manner, it gave him a
ignified and i air. He was

suspected that she often cherihed pri
e reservations. When she secretly
rebelled at an injunction or prohibition,
her father would be none the less in the
dark than her trusting mother. They
believed implicitly in the beautiful in-
aocenos and simplicity o the yousg il
their only child. e, for her part,
hadconsiderable :ﬂecuon[orhuparems,
but hesitated not at all at the occasional

necessity o wool over their
adoring eyes. Sometimes she even felt

a sensation ly amusement at their

heavily on Paul. He lay

{entyfeet from b athe, crompled np

in an ungainly 0ot soul—wha
! —
i is hat

'was gone, but she did not object to that,

asit was a comfort once in a while to

him out in the open with at least onz

detail missing of that hateful, demeaning

uniform.

s e was ol tousld, s splendid,
fair hair. Nobody had finer hair
Pacl's, mor fiet eeth, nor finer eyus,
zor a finer physique. Yet, with all his
wsical attributes, this boy of the people
ke endowed with mentality pe?.\pi
endid

it
-
B
gg
g
Hign

to educate himself, his improvement had

For a long time he tad
avoided the contaminating
Pon it il

spent many of ki free howss n soltasy

3% rocent absence a the seashore had
caused her many pangs. She had missed
Paul intensely. But the separation had
ot been entirely devoid of compensa-

tion. Daily she had driven—alone when
possible, ath with some youthful
compani post office for his
m Jeer, sod ad then had reason
to delight in the glowing evi

o The ey before he had

p

written fike a boy; but this year his
letters, full of fecling, intelligence
humor, fiad been truly the work of a

™ Dreamingly she recalled the occasions
rhen one or another of her girl friends
1o recommend to her 2 book

shallow

rich, rapid_and
difficult it bad been for her, at these
oments, derisive smile!
Her days of sajoyment of Tight modern

And how
peL:y seemed ﬂu fabricated affairs of
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these fictitious characters when com-

pared o he big, beautiful, tormenting,
Terrible lfe that she and Paul wers
Living!

At length the busy, disordered brain
began to clar. oung woman be-
e partially seusble to ber physical
Giscomforts, Hee gloved hand. pressed
one, then another spot on her aching
ly, remaining longest on one of her
anides,  Sho was swalin to a resliza-
tion of her injuri

The air became
. - She got herself
1o her feet, and shouted to the uncon-
scious men: “Paull Father! Paul!”
She staggered from one to the other,
standing for a moment over cach, con-
stantly i T e
ing to herself. She waved her arms in

b sde, and implored him to open his
eyes and speal. " His face was ghastly,
but she saw that he was breathing, that
e was w0t dead.  She went to Paul.
His face was nearly as white as
father’s. And he was very quiet. e
was terrified.

Paul's chcst was rising and, falling,
softly but visibly. St knew that
 was but how badly hurt he
might be she trembled o thick: Thers
were no outward signs of inj

 He wore 1o overcoat, only B tweed

twist
herself to withstand. [ G
Then she Jeaned
down and grasped the coat again and
dropped it aside on the grass. _She sank

gathered him in her arms, laid his head

agaiast her breast, rubbed fis hands,
stroked his
through his hair; the ehile weepmg and
crying, “Paull Paull Paull”

‘She thought that s'he had heard her
father move. She raised herself and

went to ere was no
Sight of the grim, white face caused her
Shudder anew. She

o T e e doubled up et e
body. With great difficulty she released
it, unoonstwus of its disjointed limpness,

the gasping sigh, as of re-
lif, that simeliancously cscaped bie i
The.faint, sound. startled. her; quickly
sheturnerl B faco; bt b was ap-
as insensible as

P et st Pacl Iying siack and
still, and wondered if there were any-
thing clse that she might do. She could
think of nothing. ought to go for
help. But would she be able to walk
even as far as to within shout
Chne of the e S was aoaid o,
But she must! Somehow, she mustl
Her saldl turt her terribly. Her body

covered with bruises. She fltpite-
usly hepless, sad broke into & fresh

a1t fosen. The heavy, sndden cxpres-
sion was transformed in
one of alert alarm,  The ey

and shrunk by grief, wokonalookma
bespoke activity. tened <y
turmed her heed toward Pa, then hot:
bled to him as fast as her wounds would
allow and threw el on her kaees a5

‘his side.

At this moment the Senator recovered

the . e
dropped in her lap; the others—the ones
she wanted—she crunched, as she came
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to them, into a pocket of her own coat.
She replaced the undesired ones.
Apparently much relieved, she
rise, Then another umughc
sv.ruck her, and

again
O e o ey gold
watch and set abmlt to open it. She m-

SP.FIBd her nail aperture

case aad pressed & b and pmd(ed e

in frantic haste. - Bach timo that her

nail slipped there came a sh; el

)mpaumce, but at length her efforts
successful

hen she kissed him—Kissed him on

the syelids, on. the lips. She covered
the inanimate form with her overcoat
=y stood up. Her father closed his

Tl heard her sigh and talk to herself
inaudibly, then come and stand over
. H knew that her gaze was upon
im, but n apite of the tempest that
raged e suffered not a muscle to
quiver in s hon coantensnce. Then
she limped off, and was gone. She had.
set out for help.

Ho goened his eyes. Ho tried iodto rise,
but fell back, shivering wi His
band wen' to bis eftleg., Tt was broken,

e groaned in agos impotent rage.
For a moment, thh gritted teeth gromd
‘together, with livid lips sealed and set,
ith. the Aash of blood in his distended
cycs, he lay and glared at the chauffeur,
Again he made an effort t0 get up, and
again
sensible man, as i oo o i
the distance of three or four times
his length which separated them. He

fell forward

o grassand jerked it out by tho rots.
His fingers, in search of something sub-
stantial to fasten upon, flattered this
way and that over the 3 scmggy
He found a farrow
Jebeld Ho puled hu-nseli
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failing, o took to drawing bis knee up

and back, up and back, and_shooting
s toe along the ground, blindly feeling
for a f by which {o force his way
ahead. of his face and

the movements of his arms and leg were
Kk those of a tnan, ignorant of the azt
of swimming, been thrown int
thzsaabynneﬂemyandwnsv:rymgw
Sounder back to shore. His breat
was labored and Iustful, fike the pant-
ing of a foxhound mad for his prey.
His heavy overcoat greatly increased
his diffcalies, His wninjured. leg con-
stantly became entangled in the Lning.
Eub he was not of t.h:srm<
tfal pain.

- ‘himself to
the side of the other, and lay by him

lengthwise.

He reached for the head, and struck
the senseless man one and anm.ha and
another, feeble, ferocious blow full in
the cn. Then he drew Rinedt op oo
his victim’s chest and drove
into the thick throat. He pmched a.nd
sque with maniacal _satisfaction.
First with one hand, then with the other,
‘then with both, he maint ed a deadly

ivered. His
&'stayed. open.
For an instant they seemed tosee. Then
ly they grow glassy. The face
commenced to change color,  The vi-
cious clutch relaxed. The aching fin-
gers had finished their work.

The Senawr's daﬂzzhm, :nﬂgmx by
far to go:

ot more than hall a il “he - The way led
through a deep thi ‘woods along a
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narrow, winding lane that seemed hnely
and sedluded, uatil it suddenly opened
on an immi horo stood the
 houss and ifs companion budings.
he girl had in mind—her only concrete
thoughi—the flower garden. That was
been, and might
T e 31 garden lay between
ouse and garage, slightly nearer

than either. It was ot goal.
B Ber progress was painful and o,
d and sti ch time

SHll be.

that s put her wmght on her lm foot.
overy Errinas. " B H‘T o wiie,
severely s Ve ttte while,
when s e fotoed Yo Jiop and. rost
1 screarne for elp only o have her
o et in or carried
o oy he it uped. and
hohbled iod slong, and with hompiag heart
in, wondered what was
gamg oo
Tt was a blessing that she had thought
of the pletogaph and fetiere Wers

ere wmxld el pom'm.my
of dascuvery calamity. The letters
signed with her pet ‘name, the name
that he lnvad to call her by, but we

er well known handwriting, hich
sumebodv would be sure to recognize.
Fow dreadful of him to preserve the
letters, to carry them about with }:uml

Bythewu.ymwhxchhehs remembert
and repeated so many of her thaughts
sent back to him from the seaside, she
had_ suspected, in spite of his merry
denials, that he had disregarded her in-
junctions as to the precaution of de-
s'.roymg letters. But it was 2 sign of his

And e photograph_—a augting snsp-
was
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self that her lover was not going to die,
that it was impossible, that God could
not be so cruel.
Besides, he had been breathing quietly
and regularly when she left him. He
unconsci

against
ot toppled “overl
thoughts one moment

by consoling ones the next, the girl

dragged on until she saw that she was
not far from the end of the wooded road,
whereupon she set up a series of loud
gries for help. At length they were

"he she limped ito tho open, her
mother, ollowed by 3 By s g
direction. She

rumning in
sank on the grass, Long befors she

could understand tho words, sbo heard
her mother’s frightened voi

re unconscious.”

“Whm? What happened?”
“We had a blowout—just this side
of the old cabin—Paul ocg:ldn

't keep the
a

mmﬂu

"Isymufathzrbsdlybm? Oh, God!
Oh, God!”
“Tdon't know. No—I don't thinkso.

theonly plctmhe ol bave of hers o <l Aghiz

little one, cut down to &t in his watch,  ‘“Yes; I havea bad anlde, that's all.”
She need not_have been so frightened’  “Nothing else? Are you sure? Your
about that. Nobody would be apt to father—are you sure he is all right?”
open his watch. Except if he were to  *He was knocked ious—we all
diel Oh, Godl Could it be possil T came to so0n0t,”

that Paul might die? What could she _ “What is to be done? Wemust get a
do? Asid i how is 1o one in the stable or

e 20 on, day after day, it she were i
onc world.Paulin anothes? She stopped

at the roadside and shuddered with
dread. Then she went on, telling her-

garage. James, you can run the little
car?”

P¥es, ma'am.”
“Well, get Dr. Fisher as fast as you
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oan’ Don't stop to say a word to any-
body.

"And the man was off at a rus.
" Daughter, dear, v £ ill go on—yor g0
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first step of the way. But it was the
only headway that be made.

as his will and his purpose, the frenzy
hadpmdandhlsmmdwasnowmmy

to the house. Oh, I

have always been atraid that ‘something

ke this would happen. Those terrible
sutomobiles.”

“It will all come out right, mother,”
id the gil till sting on ground.
“ Pl&se don’t be excited.
 help you up, deu Oh, you
Took: dmadfully 17 cried the

doctor to come an
(5% 2

—it will take you only a few minutes to
walk there.

After more hurried exclamations and
admonitions, the Senator’s wife started
10 go m ‘him; at ﬁzsf. running, then walk-
ing, then running again. Her daughter
vxatched her \u‘m.l she ‘was hidden by the
trees. Then, with a heavy sigh, she rose
1o her feet and followed.

The deed done, the Senator had
fallen back on the grass, where he re-
mained for a long time inert, his eyes
raised to the sky, his intellect question-
ing his God. Spent by nervous and
physical exhaustion, and racked by
paralyzing pain, he fought against col-
lapse. Should he succumb, several lives
would be blasted. He pfayed for the
strength to save innocent-and guilty
alike from paying Lhe toll of sin. Evi-
dence of his act must

He turned to e dead ‘man, and fin-
gering the open lids, contrived to shicld
partly from s\ght the g g!azed and_star-
ing cyes. Laboriously he set
to the ugly task of l'e:ld]ushng the linen
collar and retying the necktie, thus
hiding the nmpmsm of his guilty
fingers. He drew his daugmm coat
completely over the mrpse
away in shivering He loohd at
the worn spot in the tangled grass to
which he must return, and, steeling him-
self against his increasing weakness,
lurched forward and pushed on for the

St shot through s crppied driae.
The fractured leg made every effort an
agony. After a few futile attempts he

il His feet turned toward those of
He could combat

was weeping at
side. He heard himself request her to
drag him away. She protested, and
again and again for assur-
ance that he was not seriously hurt. He
repeated

seemied not her, and
his_request. Not understanding, nor
trying to, only anxious to serve h

stricken husband, she-bravely helped

fortably.
Once there, he was able, in a dreamy,
give

emphatic questions. Thus she learmed
that the chauffeur had broken his neck,
and ‘that her husband had been painfully
but not fatally injured. After gleaning
these facts she absc.rved thc silence that
he dumbly solicited, and impatiently
awaited the arrival of usg doctor. Bur
her daughter got there
‘When the girl had ga.\ned her feet and
‘made the start to follow her mother she
perceived that her short rest on the grass
had done hernogood. Her body
grown stiffer and the swollen anide
more painfal. She knew that she ought
to direct her steps to the house, but an
overpowering desire to return to the
scene of the smash-up ruthlessly fas-
cinated her i into casting

sible for her to go home and there qmetly

await the news. She was mad to know

what had happened in her absence.

Paul would be up on his feet, she was

suse, prebably commenting upon tho
treachery of tires.

would come an opportunity for a cmwn
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ing display—to each other—of their
powers of self-possessic

Thoy nad always pnded Themecives on

thett ability to Hsgaise, when not alone,

by studiously suppressing all signs of

self-consciousness, their excited sense of

gach other's presence. Their training

and_the
Pasl would fash to
uick, sympathetic, warning look,
o e Ehtones Fords might
pom between them would be perfunc-

R she felt sure that her father would
o be up aad around. He would, in ol
ood, be discussing the whys and
Whereiores o o he. She only
hoped. that he would a 1o way, hold
Paal responsible.  That was tardly to

carcd, however, as
nlways thought the world g Pnnl ks

goud ste;\d today.

103
would el herselfs “Wait, fust wait,

T B e eecions flowing wnre-
‘mittingly through her tortured brain

the gl pressed doggedly on.  She sut-
t bodily distress but gave

hme ﬂmught to her physical conditon.
‘hersclf only in relation

o e kident and o romale Bad o
learn of soon as possible was the
desire that controlled her senses. But
she did ot glect to warn herel

tain, come what might, ha'g::n
cnctormad deimeanes of Self.-con
rol.  Her anxicty must be all for ber
father, as her motha’s had been. There
must be no danger of her betraying an
‘unseemly lnwmst in the fate of Paul.
She was drawing near. Another furn
in the Toud 4nd she, would be slmast
there,  She stumbled on ia desperste

had a habit of
mg with less fortunate people who some-
experienced trouble with
mot,ms by dilating upon the virtues of
his own chauffeur—a wonderful me-
chanic, and the most expert and careful
of dnvu's whose cars were alwaj

Pmll nndpmdomm—pmduf as

ions,

s pmud of s Wit & handsome

woman; proud of his danghter, a’ fine
his social

be with his chef for preparing excellent
salad dressings. Paul was a good man in
his capacity, i the eyes of his employer;
‘but a servant, none less.

wifeur’s rank in a way that sorely
wounded the girl. At the dinner mble
—at their intimate, formal little dinners

patience.
Shé was acound. the tarm. - Fifty yards

and irepidation her heat pounded i her

preast. She caught sight o ber mother.
Senator.

= Pan]? Neverwint Pasts she would

happily affec-
Her mother, sitting beside
husband, Tooked up and
saw m—
“Why did you come back, you poor
cidh Vg et disapprovingly.
The girl paid no attention to the
question, but limped up to pieer]

'athe heaven you are all
gt Ymaxenm.badlyhm? Twas
w m

Where was Paul? She
musthavepssed him. He was back
of her, bt she must not look

She went on, in a light tone:

him in behtthng terms, as though he
cold

were a
inslent, “angry rebellion.  And she

pression! She had never seen any-
onelook ke that. Could he ave struck
his head in falling and
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Pacil Sthe st find out about Pail
Slowly she turned around. There was
hor coat, s before, But now S everea

all. What

t
wuld it mean? A waght fell on her
told_herself to

instant ied:
“He is dead; I don’t want you to look
atadeadman!” Butshe heard neither.
fS;Ae drew back the coat—and saw the

le glance she straightened
up, b ek o s pasents stoned
into space, swayed slightly from side to
side, and struggled for the self-control,
for the mastery over
would save her.

give me courage
Feach my room > She fought back the
thoughts of what Paul’s death would
mean to her. She strained for & sem-

THE SMART SET

blance of calm.
dominating her
started to face

nately, turning
tary glance at her dead lover.

wi
‘whom she was dnnmed to live the end-
tes days to comy

- ced the Senators wite

loohng up in alarm. “Virginia
e Ana e bt o her
daughter.

&S



