"The Amatour Magazino of Fantasy"
JACK L, CBALKER, editor

I do not lmow if it ever existedw

That lost world fleating dimly on Time's streome
And yet I see it eften, vioclet-misted,

And shimmering at the back of seme vegue dreanm,
Thers were strange towers and curious lapping rivers,
labyrinths ef wonder, and low veults of light,

And bough=orossed skies of flsme, like thet which quivers
Wistfully, just before a winter's night,

Great moors led eff to sedgy shores unpeopled,
Where vast birds wheeled, while en a windswept hill
There was & village, ancient and white-steepled,
With evening chimes for which I listen still,

I do not imow what land it iseor dare

Ask when or why I was, or will be, there,
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AS | REMEMBER
KLARKASH-TON

BY GECRGE F, FAAS

EDITOR'S NOTE¢ The following oxeollont momoir of tho lato, groat Clark Ashton Smith is
tho first tributo to that groat writor sinco his doath last dugust. Anthom Pross will
bring sut lato this yoar o booklot of 50 or more pagos titlod IN MEMORINMs CIARK ASH-
TON 3!TTH, Tho plocc you aro obout to road = ng woll ag tho supwrd Iroasor portroltes
is toien from tho contonts of that booklot, For ono of the finost memoirs, and a storl«
ing oxnmplo of our variod contonts == which includo roprints of CAS, momoirs by his
frionds, fans, and contomporory writors, oritiquos, otce, Wo prosont tldj.s ploco, Wo
think that Goorgo F. Hons has, more then anyono, coptured tho man, Clark Lshton Smith,
in words which prosont ono of tho groatost —- yot oddly obscuto -- fantasy writors who
ovor livodeiess
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AS I RE'FIRER KLAKRASH~TON

I havo baon askod bo writo of tho lato, ominont Clark dshbton Smith, for thoy say I
Imow him bottor and longor than most othoras that I should toll whot monnor of mon he
wasg that I should moko cormonts on his variod talonts, Yot to write adoguntoly of
Klarknsh-~Ton, I should take for pon the quill of tho wing-tip of tho fallod Gozolba
bird, dipped doop in tho wottod dust of pwisrnd mumides, and writo obulliontly with
raro hioroglyphs on porchmont fashionod from tho skins of sorpont-mon,

But I have only this poor typowritoer and tho words will not coms at my commend, I
an rich in memorics of a oloso ond doar frionl, end I havo but to glanco ebout my 1i-
brary as I writo this to be romindod of him. Thoro sro evldoncos of him ovorywhore.
Thoro, in & oaso, 1s oy colloction of his momorablo carvings in stono, many of which
ho carvod ospocially for mo, and I hold in my hand an anciont and bottored jacleknife
with which ho fashioned somo of thome His paintings end draowings hang on tho walls.ind
horo is tho first photograph I teok of hinm, at our inltial mootinge Thoro is a photo-
graph takon of him long, long ago, in 1912, whon ho wns but ninotoon yoora old, evory
inch tho poot, with long, tousled hair and tho sad oycs that ovon thon woro boginning
to look down vistas whoroin wo mortals foar to follow, In that oaso arc all his books,
ell with porsonsl inscriptions, his publishod volumps of pootry ond prosae In this
chost aro nll tho issuos of tho fabulous WEIRD TALES magnzino which contein tho first
printings of tho bulk of his publishod works, This mnndarin-rod éabinot holds our cor-
rospondonce and furthor filos of Klarkosh.Toniann -= photographs, notos, manuscriptas
all tho momorabilio I havo boon ablo to colloot and troasuro over tho yoarse I have
but to turn o switch on tho tapo rooorded bohind mo to hoar hia volco intoning tho
hounting, moasurod codonoos of his "From tha Crypts of Momory,"

For mony yoars now it has beon my fancy to onll my library-don "Tha Vaults of Yohe
Vombis" oftor tho titlo of Klarknsh-Ton's fomous story, ono of his most momorablo talos
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Quotations from H,P, lLovooraft oro primtod through tho courtosy of tho HuPs Lovocraft
ostoto, and of Arkhom Houso, who arc compiling Lovooraft's SELECTED LETTERS.
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(which first appoarod in WEIRD TLIES in Moy, 1932), It is woll known that whon_tha.
notod fontasy fon R.H. Barlow was but soventoon, Loveoraft visited him at his homo in
Floridn ond stayod o monmth. Borlow had o losked closqt in which ho kopt his. colloote
ion of fontasy mogaginos and books and he had namod it "Tho Vaults of Yoh-Vombis,"Af-
tor Barlow's untimely doath in lloxico in 1951, I had appropriatod ‘tho nemo for Iy own
librory=don with Klarkash-Ton's subsoquont, sorowhat bormsod, approvnl, Not tho loast
of tho troasuros horo in tho "Vaults™ is Klarknsh-Ton's own copy of that issuo of
STEIRD TALES containing that story,

Yos, romorios still lingor horo in tho "Vaults" yhore Klaskngh-Ton visitod many
tiros, I can soo hinm now, sitting quiotly in that wickor chair with o glass of rod
wino in ono hond and a pipo in tho othore Or I sco hin thumbing through an anciont
copy of WEIRD TAIES or moving slowly about tho shadowod roon oxanining ourious books,

But I think I shall alweys woant to ronmorbor KlorkasheTon as I first saw hin on
thot dey long ego, on tho occasion of my first visit to hin at his unbragoous abodo
orong tho bluo ook troos nonr Auburne &nd I anm glad I mot hin whon ho was still tho
foblod, strongo, and darkling gonius of Auburns still tho lono "Star Troador," the
far wandoror among pallid suns, tho logondary "Emporor of Droaoms.” Lftor ho married
ond novod to Pecifio Grovo, it was novoer quite tho samo, Ho was still tho saro Klark-
ash=Ton, but the imago of tho strango rocluso, tho hornit of Luburn, had somohow dias-

appooxrod,

That first visit wos tho culmination of o poriod of long yoars of adniration from
afore That adniration oxtondod for back into tho oorly days of WEIRD TAIES nnopazino,
and to mo Klarkesh-Ton was always o fabulous figuro - romoto, logondary, and far roe
rovod in both tirw and spaco, For longthy yoars, ond on ond, I had hold tho onincht
"Magtor of Fantasy" in groot awo and high rogerd, and 1ittlo droamod that I would, or
could, ovor meot hin, Doos ono droan of mooting Poo?

It wns not until Soptorbor 11, 1953, that I took courago to actually moke tho pile
grioagq to Auburn to .sook out tho sinistor sorcoror himsolf in his dark cabin onong
tho bluo ook troos, Not tho least of nmy hoamitations night bo atlributed to having road,
not so long boforo, tho fino tributo to hin in FAIOUS FANTASTIC !MYSTERIES magazine,
in tho dugust, 1949, 4ssuo, Thoy hod indood noat fittingly sohodulod .hinm as tho 13th
in thoir famous soriocs, Thoy had roforrod to "thoso who have mado tho pilgrémge to
his wbragoous abodo in Auburn = ond roturnod nlive (and in full possession of thoir
fooilitios,." Novortholoss, I think it was that tributo in FAMOUS. FANTASTIC MYSTERIES
that £innlly docidod mo to nocopt tho doro,

. At thnt tinmo fow poople in tho fantnsy world had ovor rot hing Of tho writors, I
lmow of only o fows Honry Kuttnor and E. Hoffmon Prico visitod hin in 1942, Donnld
Wondroi had peid hin o visit, and fugust Dorloth had met hin at tho oabin o fow wooks
boforo I did in 1953, Honry Hosso and Enmil Potaja, both writors for WEIRD TAIES, tow
gothor with RAH (R.a. Hoffman) and Paul Freohafor, made tho pillgrimago in tho onrly
fortios, R.H. Barlow,had visitod Klarkash-Ton, probobly in tho lato fortios, with a
amall group from tho Los Angolos aroa, 4t that timo Klarlm.ah-Ton gavo hin tho origine
0l monuscript of "Tho Hashish Eator" which Barlow letor bound in corale-snake skinlOno
wondors whoro that monusoript is nowe In splto of ry own hositations, I still find it
incrodiblo thet othor writors or fantasy fans novor found it comvoniont to mnlo tho
trip to fuburn to oxpross in porson thoir approciation to ono who, on tho doath of
Lord Dunsany, was to bocorw tho doan of living fantosy writors,

Boforo proccodings & word rogerding tho torm "KlorkasheTon" night bo in ordor and
of somo intorost, It is woll known that H,P., Lovocraft usod pot nicknamos for o fow of
his favorod corraspondonts in tho so~callod "Lovaoraft Circlo." For oxample, ho addross.
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od Robort E, Howard as "IwowGun Bob," Frank Bollmap Long as "Bolnapius," and August
Dorloth as "M, lo Compto d'Erlotto," But it was suroly o happy stroko of genius whom,
oarly in thoir long corrospondonco, ho bogan addrossing Clark dshton Smdth s "Klark-
osh-Ton," Thore is semothing about tho look of tho name whon you soo it in print that -
typlifios tho man and his works, It conjuros up atlantoan imagos intoning droad spolls,
of dark nocronmanoors of for Zothiquo distilling strange potions undor o dying sun. For
indood KlarknsheTonts pootry and proso aro intonntions and distillations of tho vory
ossonoo of all that is strango, oxotlc, forbiddon - potions fow of us daro to quaff,

Lovocraft signod many of his lottars "Ech-Pi-El," which simply signifios his inite
lals spollod phorotiocnlly, and it is pronocunced as ono would pronounco his initinlse
HePoLs "Elarknsh-Ton," of course, is pronouncod "Clark Ashton,"

I have always onlled Clark Ashton Smith "Klarkash-Ton" and the torm has noant o
groat donl to mo porsonally, Shortly aftor wo first not and began corroaPonding, ho
startod signing his lottors to mo as "KlorkasheTon," Ho uddrossod re as "JisEch," sayw-
ing "Jo might as woll koop up tho Lovocraft tradition," Ho has inseribod most of his
books for mo as "For Ji-Eoh fron Klarknsh=Ton," Ovor the yvars I have boocomo so usod
to addrossing hinm in lottors and in porson ns Klarkash-Ton that I notunlly think Elork-
osh=Ton and not Clark Ashton,

I had writton Klarkash.Ton on the 31st of Aupust asking if I could cono to Luburn
on Soptorbor 1lth and if ho could sparo ro an hour or so on that dato,; His prompt roply
was #o ubtorly dolightful, so roninisecont of tho dircotions in Poo's "Tho Gold Bug"

thot I want to sharo it horo:
Aub\n"n, calif-:

Sopty Sthy 1963

nDOﬂl' ¥, Hooss

I'11 be glad to soo you noxt Friday, Sopts 1llths If you como in on tho Groyhound,
I suggost having tho drivor lot you off in Lowor Auburn at tho junction of tho spoodw
way with Lincoln Way, Follow Lincoln Way to Sooraronte Ste (right turns in oach enso)
and oomo out Saoramonto Ste, which boéomos tho Folsom Highwoy at tho town linits, go=
ing south, Ono fourth milo farthor on, toko tho loft twrn markod Caroline 8t,, going
oost, thon turn south again et tho noxt right hand turn, Opon, and shut béhind you
tho wiro gato ot tho ond of tho lano, and follow rough tracks to my ocabin, a distanco
of about 250 yards, Horso=trails may confuso tho issuoj but boor & 1littlo to the right
of tho darkegroon pino whioh you will porooivo rising abovo tho woods.

*Tho distonco is about ono end ono-~quartor nilos fron Lowor Auburn, If this sooms too
for to walk, o taxi ocollod from onc of tho downetown bars or storos would bring you as
far as tho wirc gote for (probebly) 75¢,

Hnsta lo vistal
Singoroly yree,

Clark Ashton Spith"

Vhon I got off tho bus in Aupurn I wos hungry so I had lunch at o smll onfo' in now
or uppor fuburn, I dooidod to walk tho milo and o quarter, southward, to KlarknsheTon's
ebodo, holding in my hand as I wont his intrioato dirootionsa. I hnod novor boon in Aube
urn boforo and I wantod to sonso tho flavor of his homo town whoro ho had, ‘up to now,
livod tho major portion of his lifo, 4nd I wontod to swrvoy tho countrysido along tho
road’ I Jmow ho travoled almost daily as ho camo into #own to shop and got his mail Por-
haps, too, I suboonoiously wantod to postponc as lon; os possiblo this first mooting
with tho forbldding and logondary rocluso,

Klarkash-Ton mot mo at tho wiro gatoy ho oponod and olosod it for mo, Ho had beon
watching ond walting for mo, lingoring at tho odgo of tho grassy, woodestrown glada,
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I had no idea how I would bo rocoivod but aftor tho initinl handshaks and introduchory
words, almost irmodiatsly thore wns ostablishod botwoon us an unspokon rapport i’

wes novor to bo brokon, that was to ondure until tho vory onde I havo novor kxowl any=
ono with whom I havo boon moro comfortablo or moro oomplotoly at onsoe It would aiiw

bo trito to say I folt as if I had alwnys known hinm, but it was liko that, dny lin;ore
ing doubts I may hevo had as to my woloomo, or any lingoring foar I moy still havo hare
borod of this Atlantoan nooronancor, foded owny os quiokly as tho struok noto of a gong

I oxaninod hin with intorost sinco I had scon mo picturo of him othor than tho rathe
or indistinot photograophs of him in MARGINILIA or tho drawings mado of hin for tho old
WONDER STORIES magazino, KlofknsheTon wos sixty yoars old that yoor whon I first mot
hin, Ho was slightly stoopody but, I should judgo, about five foot olovon inchas in
hoighty Ho wore o short mystacho, His hair vas light brown, straight, and although I
lookod lator, I could not dotoct o single groy halr, His widoy high-dorod forohoad wos
quito wrinklod, Ho goonmod somowhat froil, yot ho had an amnzing borrol-choste His brown
oyos woro thoso of tho droarwr, of tho mystio, of ono who has lookod for into unfathome
od dopths,ond indood hie had, Thoy woro tho oyos of o peoty thoy woro gontlo and kinde
1y oyos, yot thoro was about thon an infinite sadnoss, Ho wos plainly but noatly drosse
od in an old pair of brown slocks and o short=slcovod, rathor loudly-colorod sports
shirte On his foot woro bluo=cloth, rubbor-solod snookors, whilo on his hond, to koop
his fino, silky hoir fron flying, was what vwos almost a tradomark with hin - a bright

rod botot,

Wo wnlkod the 250 yapds through the grovo of blus ook troos along a moro horsc trail,
The ook troos, Quorous douglasi, arc roally blucy tho loavos of somo spooimons havo on
almost lunminous bIuo shoon, On othor spocimons tho lbavos aro bluo-groon, but all havo
light, oshy-groy bark. lany troos woro boardod with hanging moss and thoro woro buncheos
of mistlotoo in tho branches, High, wild prassos and curious woods, now doad and brown,
bordorod the path and covorod tho oponings botwoen tho txroecs, I waoa to visit Klarkashe
Ton's land agoin in an oarlior” scason and f£ind it groon and lush, a tapostry of wild
flowors, But now his landsoapo waos brovm and doad, soarod by tho hot surror sun, I ro=-
oall it in dotail booauso 1t was o dosolato, fantastio sotting, olmost nnoobro, in its
storilo drynoss, I rocnll thinking thons "It is o fitting sito for tho habitation of
ono ‘who has seilod in galloys of Zothiquo,! or troddon tho palo planots of tho nothor
euns, It was o bit of moon soapo with odd scattorod bouldors, with tho doadnoss roliovo
only by tho bluoc of the oaks, and tho dark groon of tho singlo pinc.

His oobin sat in tho open, undor tho hot sun, a little vmy out from tho southorn
odgo of tho grovo. Boyond lay sproo and opon fiolde with only o barbodewiro fonoo in
tho distanoo to suggost any noighborse Tho oobin itsolf was old and smnll with a loan-
to at tho back and a wido slooping poreh oxtonding the full longth of tho front, Tho
wido boords and wood=-shinglos of tho sides woro silvorod and groy; on tho roof woro
dork, tor-popor shingloas, o passod through an oponing in a low, stono ,wall, roninis-
oont of thoso in Now England, which éxtonded anoross tho front of tho ocabin on tho wost
sido, Ho had built this wall himsolf, long yoars ago, using tho' lava and granito boulw
dors with with tho cabin sito is strown.

Horc in this sinplo enbin Klarknsh=Ton hnd livod sinoo oarliost ohildhood (ho wus
born in Long Valloy, a fow milos away)s horo ho had livod with his mothor and father
until thoir doaths == firat his fothor, and thon lator his mothor, in 1937, Originally
tho land, o horostond, had comprisod forty acros, but on the doath of his fathor ho had
80l1d all but a littlo ovor two acrcs irmodintoly surrounding tho cabin, in ordor to
pay funoral oxponsos., His fathor's douth grioved hin decply, and it wms to rooovor
fron this sorrow in tho forgetfullnors of hoavy labor, that he sot about building tho
wnll of stoncs, Klarknsh-Ton groaily rovorod both his mothor and Bathor and at tho timo
@ visitod him thoir ashos rcposod in wrns on on honorod sholf in tho ocobin's main roona
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KlarimsheTon, of nocossity, livod simply and frugally sinoo his incomo from tho salc
of his writing wna nevor largo. JEIRD TALES, which publishod tho bulk of his writings,
novor paid evor a cont a word, To supplomont his moagor funds ho worked at part-timo
labor ot such tasks as thinning fruit or pruning troce in orchards in tho aron, In
timos past ho had workod ot nining, gardoning, pioking ond paoking fruit, typing,wood-
chopping, or at anything olsc that cano to hand, Howovor, in lator yoars, aftor tho
doath of his paronts, his oxponsos had boon fow oxcopt for food, as ho had no ront or
utilitios to pay, Fuol for ocooking and hoating was wood ho cut hinsolf from his own
oak troos; ho burnod korosdno in old wiek lormps for light; wator was obtainod fron his
own spring, a fow foot from his cabin, Whon I askod why ho did not grow vogotablos, ho
oxplained that ho had triod it but his spring did not supply sufficiont wontor for irri.
gation,

Whon I ontorod his odbin for tho first timo it was ovidont that ho had spont somo
tiro, shortly boforo, cloaning up in proparation for ry arrival, Tho floor, of wido,
plain boards, had boon swapt cloon and ho had kopt down tho dist by lightly sprink-
ling 1t with wator boforo swooping. Thoro woro atill patchos of splattorod denmpnoss
and I snilod at this old country ocuston — I hod dono tho samo thing a thousand times
in old housos in past yoars,

I glancod around with tho groatest intorost, but I am afraid that in ry oxoitomont
I @14 not toko in nony dotails. Thoro scemod to bo sovoral smnll rooms but wo proocood-
od into what was ovidontly a combination living-roon, study, library, and kitchon, &
pot of boans sirmored on tho back of an anolont wood stovo and tho fragranco was so
good as to almost moks mo hungry ogaine !y romormborancos now rocall an improssion of
cluttorod ordorlinoss, Thoro woro low bookoascs around tho wnlls jarmod with books =
ovorflowing onto tho floorl -- and to sholves and chairs. Thoro woro bulging oartons
and boxos ovorywhoroe fillod with papors, manuseripts, magazinos, and, in a cornorf I
spottod a high pile of old VEIRD TALES, Dust was ovorywhoro, as bofits a bacholor's
nountain osbin, oxecopt on the rocontly swopt floor, I romorbor Klarkash-Ton plcking up
ono of Montoguo Surmora' books on vorpiros to show moe Ho blow on 1t, and tho oloud of
dust oddiod and swirlod in tho din room loaving us almost choking and gaspinge Sineo
it was so hot in tho oabin thot oarly aftorboon hour, ho suggostod that wo go out and
sit undor tho trooa,

4 1ittle way from tho onbin, undor a group of gnarlod and lichon-littorod bluo oak
troos, was & motal arrmy cot sproad with a tattorod slooping bage Boforo 1t thoro wos o
small tabloy, homobuilt, of rough, woathorod boards, Tho site cormmndod a viow to tho
south and wost of tho ovor-dooonding bluo foothills and on into tho hazo of tho groat
valloy itsolf. It wns horo at this riokity tablo, undor thoso onclont bluo ook troos,
=~ in surmor, at loast -- that Clark Ashton Smith composod and wroto tho bulk of his
litorary works -- his storios os woll as his pooms — and it was horo that ho worked
on many of his momorablo carvings, Horc ho slopt on hot summor nights,

o sat on tho 0ld army cot, talkod, ond bogan to got acqunintod, It was o quiot,
poacoful spot with no sound of tho traffic on the distant highway and only tho occas-
ional drone of o passing elrcraft, Rod dragonflios dortod ovor tho soarod surmor grass-
os and thors was but a suggostion of a broogo rustling the long noodles of tho tall
Wostorn Yollow pino just boyond us, It was warm, but not uncomfortably so in tho shado,

Finally, "Do you liko wino!™ ho askod, and whon I aassontod ho added, "All fantosy
fans lilo wino,™ Ho wont back into tho oabin and oarw out with two glassos and a bote
tlo of Marmala which wo sippod as wo bogon disoussing ovorything from avators to Zothi-
quo,
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Whan I asked ecbout his paintings ho brought from his cabin & large, battored porbe
follo of pointings and drawingsy and ho hold thom up, ono by ono, for my inspoction
and commonts, To mo this was a raro and almost ovorwholming oxporionoco. Hore wore tho
"fovorishly distortod visions" as scon by Klorknsh-Ten hinsolfl, drown by his om hand
and horo that samo hand was holding thom up for mo, I notod that many woro timgeyollow=
od and wore by hondling, obviously dating back many yoars. Also soattorod through tho
pilo woro original dr 8 by othor aptists illustrating Klarkash-Ton's storios and
pooms from WEIRD T.iLES, Thoro woro sovoral by Virgil Finlay and two or throo by Hugh
Rankin,

Few of thoso who admiro his litorary work have ovor soon & painting or drawing by
Klerkesh-Ton, Somo will romombor his drawings in tho old WEIRD TAIES, but many of tho
youngor gonoration do not have accoss %o thoso, His paintings in wator oolors, inks,
oand othor modia aro unlmown ovon to mny, colloptors,

I havo no idoa how many paintings or drawings ho produsod ovor tho ycars, nor do 1
think anyono olso doos, Certainly the figure rmms woll into thit hundrods, I saw porhopa
£ifty in that portfolio whon I first visitod him, In past yoars ho hod sold somo ond
givon othora to admirors, I am led to baliovo that tho bulk of his artwork was producod
in his oarlior lifo =~ in tho twontios and thirties, All of tho spoocimons I sow woro
0ld — ono painting, which I lator bought, bore ‘tho dato 1627,

KlarinsheTon workod with o groat valipty of materials -- with wator colors, inks,
oroyons, shows=oord oolors, and oils, All of tho paintings I sew woro dono on common
drowing papor or on hoavy board., If ho ovor uscd canves I am not awaro of it. A fow
woro dono on silk, satoon, or simildr matorinl, Rowovor,

In ordor to aoquaint thoso imtorostod, it might bo of valuo 4if I try to deseribo
thoso fow I havo in my own collootionees bubt ony ovoluation or art oritiscism I will
loavo for thoso who aro more qualifiods .

1, WORSHIP, A painting dono with colorod inks, Dopiots o lizard-lils oroaturo, with
a tail wragpod around o treo, grovoling boforo o woird, groon, hornod eroature  soatod
on o padistal, A high mountain scono with dood book skv‘ with hugo, goldecolorgd boule
dors in tho background, almost luninous and motallio, 8" X 114",

2, HYPERBGREAN LANDSCAPE. A wntor oolor, A soconc in tho high mountains with rod,wile
izorxliﬁw“Erooa, Tantastic poaks and white dlouds, Boars the dabto 1927 in ono cornor,

3, BCENE IN ATIANTIS., Almoat ofitiroly domo in gréon olls oxoopt for a fow rod sone
woodse A sbodowy soono of woird, sunkon buildings, statunry and marino monstorse Tho
contrel figuro 1s & sundinlf 63" X 12", _

. 4. THE SCILPODS. Two nudo figuros, malo and fomls, of tho soinpods of onciont Grook
end also HIndw mythology, Thoy aro “upside down™ with roots whoro thoir hair should bo,
and thoy shado thonsolvos with thoir wido, loaf-liko foot, Tho sotting is & woird lanfd.
soapo with grotosquo ond multi-colorod troos and shrubs. Showeonrd colors, 11" X

5a. URTITIED. A ‘tiny drowing dono with purple ink on drowing papor 8" X 3¢". A woird
monateT With @ long nock and a hungry grin, On the back of tho drawing is tho dato 1918,
Klerkosh=Ton sont this ‘to Goorge Storling, who rotwrnod it.

6, GRYPHON GAZING ON THE GULF, A pon and ink drawing to illustrato Lovooraft!s ™Tho
Lurking Foor” In HOHME BRET in 1323, Dopicts a gryphon with outeprood wings gazing into
o doop gulf with lightning striking from a hugo blask oloud, 4% X 8 3/4ths", This is
ono of o sot dono by Elrriknsh-Ton ond 18 ono off tho drawings not usod, Lovooroft hime
solf Aew this drowing and 1likod its In a lottor to Klarlash.Tch, karch 26, 1828, ho
sayss "And tho Yiurking Foor! illustrations$ I-havo alroady told you how tho gryphon
gozing on tho gulf improssod mogs."

Unflor_his bluo ook troos, ladon with moas and n:lsﬂotoo, whilo oiondns ornckled in
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tho tall driod grassos ond ourious woods noarby, KlarkasheTon read his pootry to mo,
intoning tho vorsos in o low, haunting, somowhat drening voice, Ho had brought out o
bulging manuscript £ilo - his working filo for his projectod SELECTED POEMS. Tho onos
ho solootod to road to mo wore those ho thought I would 1liko, or worec his own favoritos
I particularly roeall tho molancholy "Tho 01d Wator Vhoel" and I romombor thinlking thon
that it was Klarkosh-Ton's own voicc "whoso allenonotonous cadonco hnunts tho air," Ho
road "Calonture" and I roalizod thon that it was horo on this solf-samo spot that ho
had writton it -~ horo among tho grassos ",..that boro tho sood of tho samo grass on
which (wo) now roclino(d)." Ho rond, ot ry roquost, "Hollonic Soquol" and intonod the
ovar-haunting oadencos of "Zothiquo." All of thoso had appoarod in his Arkhom House
volumo THE DARE CHATEARU two yoars boforo, I vividly rocnll his roading his lilting
"Yorbo Buonn," long a favorito of mino, This is o pantoum, one of tho rarost and most
difficult forms of pootry, of anclont lhylay origin, It had first appoared in tho Win-
tor, 1946, issuo of WINGS, tho littlo pootry magazino oditod by Stanton L. Coblonte,
lator, Klarknsh-Ton wae to rocord it for mo on tapo,

Ono of tho distinguishing charactoristics of Klarknsh-Ton's litorary work is his
tromondous wooobulary, It is, I think, without parallol in litoraturo, I kmow of no
othor writor, doad er living, who has had at his cormand such an iberodiblo, compro-
honsivo voesbulary and tho ability to so offootivoly uso it, vhon I nskod Klarkash-Ton
how ho had acquircd such o remarknblo vocabulary, ho roplioed that whon young ho had
almply gono through an unebridgoed dictionary from 4 to Z and had loarnod and studiod
all tho wordse Not only did ho study and loarn tho spellings, moanings, and usagos,
but ho also dolved into tho word origine; going back, in most casos, to tho originnl
Sanskrit. All this wns on his ownj his formal schooling had ondod in tho grommor grades,
Likowiso, ho taught hinself to road ond write in both Spanish and Fronch, mainly so ’
that ho oould rond and tronslato his favorito poote in thoso langusgose His fovorito
Franch poots woro, of oourso, Arthur Rirbaud and Cherlos Baudolaire, His translations
of tho latter apponrod in his own SANDAL/JOOD, and, with thoso of othors, in tho Limit-
od Editions Club odition of Baudolairo's FLCWERS OF EVIL in 1940,

Klarknsh-Ton's pootry and proso oro tho purost distillations of tho ossonco of fone
tasy, and thoro is o timoloss quality about his fiotion tales that is tho hallmnrk of
all classio fontosy. 4 hundrod yoars fron now wo may bo plying tho trado lanos to Pro-
oyon or gawlring at sights on Antaros, but Klarknsh-Ion's fantasy fiction tolos will bo
68 sought-aftor and onjoyod thom as thoy aro by his dovotoos today, So broad is his
8copo, 80 oosmio his concopts, so timolossly univorsal his wvisions, that it 1s ocortain
his talos will long onduro, Whilo most of us in tho fantasy world will romorbor his
storlos, his oxotic and boautiful proso, or oven his sculpturcos, his first lovo, and
his lost, was pootry. Klarknsh-Ton would wont to be romomborod primarily as a poot,

Tributos to Klarlnsh~Ton during his lifotiro woro faw, but thoso woro marked with
unboundod onthusiasm, Ho was, of coursc, highly rovorod and approolatod by most of his
follow vritors in tho fantasy fiold, Biographical dotails havo boon scanty and for
roat of thoso wo must turn to tho oxoollont articlo "Clork Ashton Smithi Mastor of
Fantesy,” by August Dorloth ond Donald Vandroi in thoir Arkhanm Houso colloction of
Klarkash=Ton's storios OUT OF SPACE AND TIME, Thoro arc othor, bricfor, dotails and
ovnluntions on tho dustejoaokots of his othor firkham Houso books,

Concorning tho pootry of KlarknsheTon, porhaps no moro glowing tributo will ovor bo
ponnod than that by his rovorod carly friond and momtor, Goorgo Storling, himsolf a
fomous Californin poot mnd playright, On Octobor 28, 1922, Storling wroto tho profaco
to Klorkosh=Ton's most monorablo collootion of pootry, EBONY AND CRYSTAL, in which ho
soids

"Booouso ho has lont hinsolf tho moro immooontly to tho whispors of his suboonoiour
daonon, ond boonuso ho has sot those rurrars to puror and hardor crystal than wo othors,
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by so much longer will the poems of Clark Ashton Smith endure, Here indeed is loot a=
gainst the forays of moth and rust. Here we shall find none or little of the sentimen~
tal fat with whioh so much of our literature is lawded, Rather shall ons in Imaginat-
ion's 'misty mid-region', see elfin rubies burn at his feet, witch-fires glow in the
nearer oypresses, and feel upon his brow a wind from the unknown,.. But let him who is
worthy by reason of his clear eye and unjaded heart wender acroas these borders of
beauty and be glad,"

In the ranks of amateur journalism, 3tanley Mullen contribubed perhaps the finest
tribute to KlarkashuTon in the July, 1947, issue of his excellent fantasy fan magazine,
THE GORGON, Vol, 1, Noe 3, His tribute was titled "Cartouche - Clark Ashton Smith," I
have always liked his first parsgraph and I hope he will not mind if .I quote it here:
"The Writings of Clark Ashton Smith have been compared to rich wines and rare old bran=-
dieg~= too strong for some tastes, to exotio for others -~ but for the devotee of truly
outrd literature, there ocan be no finer vintege." This I quite concur with, but let
the wine be a rere old Mavrodaphne -~ no lesser nectar could quite suffiocel

But it remained for his fellow "Master of Fantasy," the late H.P, Lovecraft, to ex-
press so eloquently and so adequately the distinguishing outre-nesa, the unique weirde
neas, that is the special flavor of Klarkash-Ton's prose and poetry, Klarkesh-Ton had
sent, shortly after publication, a oopy of his EBONY AND CRYSTAL to Lovecraft, who had
roplied to thank him for it, first by postoard in February, and then by letter on March
25, 1923, I borrowsd that letter from Klarkash-Ton in Lpril of 1954 and deciphered,
with some diffioulty, Loveoraft's spidery scrawl, I have that transeript, which ocome
prised five poges of single-~spaced typing, before me and I quote the pertinent remarks:

"But my card sent from Salem last month attompted in a feeble woy to express the de-
lorious delight end unboundedly enthusiastic admiration whioh EBONY AND CRYSTAL aroused
in me, It is truly titanio ~-- it is a breath of divine and daemoniae beauty, horror,
madness, and wonder which perfumed and pestilential night-winds have whirled through
bat-thronged abysses of infinity and eldor time from doad oities and moon-acoursed
peaka of Saturn, Lemurin, and Uis, It is gonius, if gonius over existedl 4s I have
said before, thero is no author but yourself who seems to have glimpsed fully those
tenebrous wanstes, immeasurobloe gulfs, groy toploss pinnaocles, orumbling corpses of forsg
gotten oitiles, slimy, stagnant, oypress~bordered rivers, ond allen, indefinable, an-
tiquity-ridden gardons of strango docey, with which my own dreems have beon crowded
sinoe oarliest childhood., I road your work as tho rocord of tho only other human eye
which has seen the things I have seen in far planots,”

In that lotter Lovecraft wus, of oourse, ocommenting on Klarkash-Ton's poetry, but
his evaluntion applies oqually to his proso. Tho samo cloquont enthusiasm was oxprose-
od later in H.P.L.'s fino ossoy SUPERNATURAL HORROR IN LITERATURE, in which he comment—
ed on Klarkash-Ton's prose talos, 4 portion of this tribute is quoted on the portrait
of Klarkogh-Ton to head this, my own tributo,

Klarkash-Ton, liko Lovooraft, also haod a "commonplaco books" o notobook fillod with
his notos, suggoations for storios, plots, nomos, idoas, ond all tho othor jottings ho
had mode ond saved ovor tho yoars. In it are pagos of odd and oxotio namos, lists of
tho ocarvings ho had s0ld and to whom and for what pricos. Thoro aro first drafts of
poems, or singlo linos of pootry. Soattorod through are opigroms, addrosses of frionds
and oorrospondents, lists of pointings sold with namos of buyors and priecos poid. Klarks
ash=Ton called his notobook tho "BLACK BOOK." It is ovidontly vory old; ho had usod it
all tho major portion of his writ 1ifo and it wons always at his sidos It is a loosoa
loaf book with rulod pagos 6§ X 7 3/4ths inchos in sido, Tho covor is black, of limp,
pobblod loathor, with an insido pockot. It ie worn and polishod with handling ovor tho
yeors with tho loathor rubbod thin at tho cornors,
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Most of tho ontriss in tho BLACK BOOK aro impessible fer anyons but Klerknsh-Ton to
read, Hero is a display of on amnzing variation of tho handwriting of ono mon, Somo of
the ontries are s0 plainly written thot anyone could dociphor themy but othors, hurried
ly sorawled, rosogble nothing so mueh as Arabie shorthandl

I first saw tho BLACK BOOK that doy at the cabin, but on later vieits I was to have
the raro privilogo of pomring through its poges. I havo it now, on loan from his widow,
beforo mo as I write, and I have hor kind pormission to quote from it, Some of the more
enslly dociphored story idons follow:

"A disobled spogo=ship of urmoltablo metal, londing on en ulion planot, and carried
for an immonse distonse on a voleanio rivor of molton lava '

"An old soldior who moots and rejoins tho phnnton erry, wandoring forovor through
lost.lands, of his foimor ooptain ond cormrndo,"

"A strango, furtive, tottordomnlion who is soen froquontly in o cortain loonlity.No
ono Imows onything about him, Out of ouriosity, one follows him and soos hin molt and
disapponr nistily, diffusod ond disporbored into the foaturos of a dosolato landsocpo,

Fow writors of fontasy-fiotion ovor had quite tho flair for inventing ncrwe as had
Klarkash~Ton, His namos for placos, things, titlos of stories, or of tho denirzons of
spoco and timw, havo o shuddor-provoking quality about thon that has soldom, if ovor,
boon oqualod, No dovotoo of his wolrd fiotion will avor forgot suoh provoking titlos
as "Tho Vaults of Yoh-Vorbis,""Nocromaney in Naat," suoh ploces as "Avoriogno" or
"Zothiquo," such namos as “"Xoothra,""Taathoggua,” or "Vulghoon,"

It would bo intorosting to list all tho namos and titlos found in the BLACK BOOK,
but lack of spaso pormits but o fow horoe Most of tho titlos listod wore lator uscd in
his storiocs, but horo aro o fowt "Zaonzenga, Milaob, Xaoctura, Quu.‘l.k. Zyloo, Zabdamar,
Uori, Mygou, Enoyocla, Loyla, Formox, Chronomazo, Prollantha,"

An insight into Klarknsh-Ton!s ostimato of his own fiotion talos 1s found, writton
in his own sorawl, on ono pago of tho BLACK BOOK, This is in ono of tho drafts ho had
Jottod down for e proposod advortisomont for THE DOUBLE SHADOW AND OTHER FANTASIES. Ho
had writtoni"For lovors of woird otmosphoro and imnginative writing, Pootic rathor than
plotty. Will not appoal to dovotoos of action,"”

Fow know that Klorkash-Ton oonducted a nowspapor column in THE AUBURN JOURNAL ovor o
poriod of yoars. This was o short colurn and oonsistod mostly of opigrams —- witty,
wiso, hunerous, and philisophio. I hova boforo o ono yollowed olipping of a singlo
"Clork Ashton Smith's Colurm," It boors no dato but intornal ovidonoo suggosts that

it night havo boon printed in tho lato twontios or carly thirtios. Tho oditors of that
vonorablo Journal writo mos "Unfortunatoly, no onc horo now romorbors whon ho wroto tho
colum as it wns so long agoe, I will quoto a fow of his bottor opigrams from & tapo
rocording mado for mo by Klarkash-Ton horo in tho "Vaults" on Octobor 18, 1857, Ho so-
looctod and rond thom from tho BLACK BOOK and tho sounds of its orinkling pagos oan bo
hoard in tho baokground as ho turnod thon,

"Ono moy chnso his tail around the globo & hundrod timos and not bo an inch noaror
$o tho oontor of tho infinito and the otornal; o truth known to fow occcldontals,"

"Communism: Tho apothoosis of tho pilas-ant,”

"In art or litoraturc, it is bottor to orr on tho sido of ovor-flacboyanco or axube
oranoo than to prunc overything down to a drab, dond, and flat lovol, Tho former vico
is at lgnst on tho sidc of growbthy tho lattor roprossos or ovon tonds to oxtirpato all
growth,

"Enowlodgo is ofton most oonocclod whon most divulgod; and happily nono will harkon
if I whispor,"

"Strungo plonsuros aro known to him who flatnts tho inmarablo purplo of pootry bow
foro tho oolor-blind,"
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"Tho truo lovor of mystorics is not likoly to fool any lasting intorost in dotoote
ive storiose Not tho loast proof of Poo's gonius is that ho abandoned this gorro of
writing as goon os ho hnd mastorod it,"

Klarknsh-Ton had triod his hand af meny literary forms, How many lmow ho wroto o
play? Ho wroto omo, nmany yoors agog o dramn in ono aot apd six soonos titled THE DEAD
WILL CUCEKOLD YOU, Tho play has novor boon publishod nor porformod. Tho seonos aro laid
in Forond, ocapital of Yoros, in Zothiquo. It 1s o play of nooromanoy dono in blank
vorso in tho bost Smith stylo, Thoro aro somc magnifioont passagose .In ry opinion,somo
of his bost and most oolorful linecs of pootry aro horo,

Klarknsh=Ton and I oftton talked of his roading tho play into ry rocordor with a bac.
ground of low, suitoblo rusic. Ho wantod for baokground a wild, fontastlc rmusioc, pro=
forably somothing oriontal, Finally hoe dooidod that some of the rogns porformcd on tho
sltar by Ravi Sfonkar, that inorodiblo rmsicion of ludin, worn just what ho wantod. It
1s rogrottablo that wo novor found tho time nor tho opportunity to do this rocording,

Klarkogh-Ton hod a fow oarvings on hand in tho ocabin ot tho timo of my visit, dvid
ocollootors and admirors, both hore and abrond, alwnys kopt his ourront stook of carvin
ot o minimum, August Dorleth had purchasod somo on his rooont visit, and anothor shipe
mont hod just boen mado to o purchasor in Coponhogon, I oxaminoed with groat intorest
thoso fow ho did havo, ond I bought throo to tako homo, Thoro woro a fow discardod and
brokon spocimons on a sholf by o window in tho large rooms Ono suoh rormant improssod
ond fasoinatod mo == tho hornod hoad of a faune I askod KlarkasheIon if ho would oarvo
anothor ono just liko it for mo, and ho did so by tho following epringe. It is porhaps
the fovorito piooco in rt oolloection, It 18 an impudont, looring faco wilth a nooking
grin and half-lidded oyos. Tho tonguec protrudos slightly; tho oars arc pointod sharply
and tho two horns stand out abowb thiok, ourly hair, Tho wholo hoad is light brown in
color and dms dono in firod talecs Tho worlmanship 1is supurdb and in fino dotails Ho roe
ninds mo of Coix, tho faun immortalizod by tho lato Edon Phillipotts in his THE GIRL
LND THE FAUN,

Klarkash-Ton's carvings oro distillations of fantasy frozon in imporishablo stono;
honeo, thoy mny last tho longost of any of him works, The archaoologists of Zothiquo,
digging in thot lattor day undor a pallid and waning sun, will find twontywesovon of
thom in tho ruins of Borkoloy and thoy will bo ot a soro loss ‘to placo thon in any
oatogory == as indooed thoy would in any ogoe. Thoro has novor boon anything quite liko

Tho matorials for Klarknsh-Ton's oarvings woro booutiful, raro rooks end ninorels,
sotrchod out and pickod up in the foothills noar his o0ld homo in Auburn or in the hill:
noor Cormol, Mony oamo from groat dopths in tho oarth, from tho tailings of o0ld mines
of tho Mothor Lodo, His favorito matorinl fron the Carmol aroa, which ho usod in oore
ving moat of his lator plocos, was whot ho oallod diotomito == a whito, chalky matorial
ho obtainod from tho thick voin in an old road bank,

Klorknsh=Ton oxporimontod with many matorials but ho naturally proforrod thoss that
woro moro oasily workod such as talo or diatomlto. Thoso could bo workod with o smnll
imifo, Othor matorials, sush as lavo or basalt, could bo pickod up almost anywhorojbut
thoso noodod hommor and chisol, Rogardloss of his proforonocs, if tho subjoot oallod
for suoh hardor matorials ho did not hositato to uso 1t

Tho rough plooos if tho soft tnlo or dintomito wora bloockod out reughly to somo some
blanpo of thoir final shapo with tho aid of a largo jaok-knifo, Tho finnl finishing
work wos dono with a smnll, rod-handlod, pon~knifo, On o vory fow spocimons o furthop
polighing wns dono with sandpapor or omory clothe 41l of this work with talo or dis-
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tomito ontallod a groat dool of dust, This nooossitatod working outside in tho opon
oir — undor his bluo ook troos in fwburn or in his tiny, forn-ringod back patio in
Pacifioc Grovo.

Carvings in diatomitc or talc noodéd firing to hardon thom, This wos acoomplishod
ainply by placing tho finishod picoos, complectely surroundoed by dry sand, in an old
tin oon and placing tho vhole in a wood firo -- in tho fircbox of his Auburn cabin or
in tho firoplaco ot Pagific Grovo in lator yoors. Mony plooces cracked or crumblod in
tho firing procoss oand had to bo didoardoeds

Firing brought out surprisingly boautiful and happy corbinations of colors in such
matorials as dictomito and, to a lossor oxtont, tanloe Many indood for fortuitous come
binotions of huos == but Klorkash-Ton novor know what thoy would look lilko beforo fire
ing, Ono such pioco in my own collootion, "Dagon," tho fish-god, hns o pink noso ond
forohoad, with dolionto mauvo shading on.ono sido suggosting tho shadows of groat son
dopths,

Eaoh corving ontoilod nany long hours of pationt, intensivo, painstaking labor ond
oaro, far ovorshadowing the valuo of tho smnll pricos Klarknsh-Ton charged for them,
Boch is an original and uniquo work of art in itsolf and thoro woro nover any oxaot
copios, Klarkash-Ton did, howovor, somotimos carvo sovoral vorsions of tho samo sub-
jocte Thoro arc sovoral "Outsidors," for oxarplo, Ono such fomous corving by thot namo
is plcturod on tho dust jaokot of BEYOND THE WALL OF SLEEP (Lovecraft)., In tho spring
of 1954 ho oarvod a sinilar oro for ro. Soveral othors boar tho titlo "Namoloss Entity,

Mony of thoso who posgoss Klarknsh-Ton's carvings, or who havo soon and oxaminod
thonm, will havo notod, and boon puzzlod by, tho curious lottors inscribod on tho flat
basose Thoy aro tho lottors "K" and "A" with tho "K" backwards. This was his brand,
or signaturo, and ho signod nost of his coarvings with it —- oxcopt whon ho forgot to
do so boforo firing, Whon I askod for on oxplanation ho ropliod that in tho anoiont
Etruscon alphobot tho "K" backwards stood for oithor a "C" or an "K," In this oaso it
gtood for a "C," tho signaturc boing his initials, "C A" for Clark ashton.

Klorkash-Ton's carvings aro tho static, frozon sccnos of hls visualizod concopts.
Thoy are his "fovorishly distortod visions" caught and hold forovor in stono. Inspir-
otion for thom como from mony sourcase Many depict tho foblod gods amd croaturos of
tho "Cthulhu Mythos" of Lovcoraft and his "Circlo" or writorsg othors roprosent the
siguros of tho classical mythologlos of Grooco, Rome, India, and of othor anciont cule
turos, Still othors woro dredgod from tho dopths of hils ovm subconcious, from drooamse

Whot I havo to rolato horo in comnoction with his inspiration from droams many sownx
incrodiblo, but it is truo and it may givo an insight into tho rystical aspocts of tho
mon and tho workings of his "Subconcious dacmon," Tho first carving I bought from Klark
ash-Tony on that Soptorbor aftornoon in 1953, is ondé of his largoste It is fashionod
fron black lave or basnlt, stands oight inchos highy and is noarly fivo inchos ncross
ot tho baso, It 1s tho hoad of Inldobaothy, tho domlurgo montioned by Anatole France in
THE REVOLT OF THE 4NGELS. It wosg tho first coarving I saw that say at his cabin and it
sat outsldo on tho 1littlo wnll of stonos noar tho ontrancoe This 1s ono of his oarliost
carvings, porhaps his vory oarliost, Ho told mo that ho had oarved it about nino or
ton yoars boforo and that 1t had stood outsido on tho wnll ovor sinocoe It had boon oute
sido so long, oxposod to tho olomonts, thot orongo lichons had bogun to form in blotche
va obout tho hoad, and largor poatchos of gray lochons had bogun to croop ovor ‘tho rost
of the frowning visege, Tho liohons, dormant now in tho dry air of my library caso, aro
atill thoro,

It ia a storn and frowning visago with o roundod, bald, hoady tho oyos aro largo and
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staring; tho nesé is flat with floring nostrilsy tho nouth is opon ns if spoaking Tho
Wordy tho pointod board bolow tho mouth is formod by horizontel linose Tho wholo 0=
poot of tho carving suggosts somothing Maynn, Polynosion, or anciont Sumorian. It woll
oould havo boon dug from tho ruins of Bumor or rocovorod from the tanglod vinos of Nuke
hiva,

Horo 1s tho coincidonco, so startling as to bo almost unboliovablos thoro is o photc
graoph, an olmost porfoot likonoss of Klarkash-Ton's carving, in LNU-AKU, Thor Hpyordahl
book on Eastor Island, publishod in 1958, It con bo found in tho lowor loft hand core
nor of tho doublo~pago sproad following pago 304 of tho hardbound odition, It 1s in-
cludod with othor photographs of carvings in hard lava rocks; carvings which woro dise
covorod in socrot family cavos on tho islond and which wore oomplotoly wnlknovm oxcopt
to thoir ownors until Iyordahl brought thom to light in 1956, Romombor; Klorknsh-Ton's
corving was oxocutod at loast fiftoon yoars boforosss

Tho rosomblance botwoon tho two cnrvings —- Inldabaoth and tho Eastor Island piooco
-~ is astonishing, Thoro is tho samw roundod hond, the samc oyos, noso, ond nouth,Tho
Eastor Island pioco shows long oars, but thoro is o suggostion of long cars on Inldo
baoth, as if they had boon thoro but had beon brokon off or chippod awny, Thoy arc deno
in the samo matorinls only tho board is difforont, Ilarkosh-Ton's is forrod by horizone
tol lines, tho othor with vortieal linos, liowovor, Klarkash-Ton stotod that ho had of-
ton usod’vortionl linos in dopicting boards on othor corvings,

Whon I pointod out, in 1958, tho strango coinoidonco to Klarkesh~Ton, and ncousod
hin jokingly of having workod socrotly on Eastor Island, ho said that about tho timo
ho had carvod Ialdabaoth, long yoars boforsc, ho had had a sorios of viwld, roowring
droans =~ drooms in which ho found himsolf way undorground in semnll cavos which woro
f£illod with hundrods of small carvings in s‘E'Sx%ol T -

Studonts of Klarlmsh-Ton's sculpturos will bo quito startlod if they conmparo thom
with othor astono figuros from tho socrot covos of Eastor Island, On that samo doublo-
pago sproad in AXU-LIU, but in tho lowor right hand cornor, thoro oppoars tho woird
profilo of o hoad, Thoro i1s on annzing rogomblanco botwoon this and anothor of Klorke
oah=Ton's in my colloction callod "Tho Namoloss Ono," This, too, is ono of his ocarlior
offorts, roughly oxocutod with bold-strokod linose

So muoch of intorost happonod on that day long ago that I find it difficult to roeall
oll that transpirod, But I do romorbor tho aftornoon hours passod all too quickly. Tho
shadows longthonod and o light broczo rustlod tho loavos of tho bluo oanks, At longth
[larknsh-Ton suggostod that it nmight bo cool onough to go insido ond oxomino his 1libror;
and to look ovor his lotters from Lovcoraft,

It 1g said that to look at o mon's library is to know tho mon, sc I wans intorostod
in oxomining Klarkash-Ton's, Thoro woro nany hundrods of books, many old, mony roro,
many collootorts itoms, It wos obvious, howovor, that tho library had boon goloetod
with oaros this wos no ordinary colloction of books; this was tho library of a scholar.
Tho bulk of tho library consistod of tho standard classics of proso and pootry, of his=
torlos, of tho rmythologics of Groooco and Romo, India, and cthor anciont culturos., Thoro
woro volurmos on witcheraft, and I saw first oditions of all thoso by Montoguo Summors
including his two books on vampiros. Thoro woro nony volumws of pootry, classic and
nodorn, and of tho lattor many woro porsonnl prosontations inscribod by tho authors,
{larknsh=Ton pointed out what was porhaps a ocomploto sot, mostly first oditions, of tho
works of Lafoadio Hoarn and oxprossod his appreciation of Iloarn's colorful and oxotio
proso, Lator I wos o borrow this sot at Klarkash~-Ton's prodding ond bocomo anothor
Hoarn dovotoo,
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Thoro woro many volumos of fantasy and solonce fiction =— nostly colloctions or on
thologios == ond many woro coplos signed by tho nuthors and inseribod with sort‘-onts
of approoiation to KlarknsheTon, Many wore irkham Houso books but nissing woro wIL GU.
SIDER AND OTHERS and BEYOND THE WALL OF SLEEP, Lator I wasg to loarn that ho had tonn
forcod to s0ll thom to raise monoy for oxponsos, chosing thom bocauso of thoir groat
voaluo, This was o working librory == not a colloator's collootion of volurmos hoarded
in pristine condition = thoso books bospoko uso, Evory book, and all of tho innunore
ablo mogazinos, showod signs ~f having boon road nany timwsg oooh wns woll-thurmbod,
gomo slightly hnttorod, ond all dustdcovorod, This wns tho library of o man woll-grour
od in tho anclont mythologlos and historios of tho anciont worlds in art, litorature,
in fontasy of all forms from Poo to'Mathoson, Horo wos o wolleroundod collootion of
tho mnoabro, tho woird, tho unusunlybho oxotic in both proso cnd pootry.

Thoro woro coplos, of courso, of all of his own publishod works, and it was horo
for tho first timo that I saw and handlod o copy of the fobulous SAEDLINOOD, I havo
this copy boforo mo now, on loan from dra, Smith, It is dirty and battorod and worn
from much uso ovor tho yoars, Both covors aro soparate, torn from tho spino, Insido
oro innumorablo chongos in hib handwriting -- somo in poneil, somo in ink, Thoro aro
dolotions, additions, corrcotions, and changoss most of thonm aro quito 1nddeiphoraoblo
to ono not usod to his handwriting, In mony casos wholo vorsos woro rowritton and addot
in tho margine; This is copy #3 of tho 260 copy odition of Ootobor, 1925, This was ale
woys KlarimgheTon's own copys o fabulous troasuio boyond pricos

HNarknsheTon kopt tho Loveoraft lottors in a papor. carton, and thoroe woro porhaps
160 to 200 of thom, Ho brought thom out, dustod thom off, ond allowod mo to oxamino
thom, which I did with groat intorest, Lator I ,wns to havo tho timo to look thom ovor
more thoroughly and rond mony of thoms Thoro woro postonrds, too, ond it has ofton
boon said that Lovooraft could got moro on o postoard than most pooplo oould got on o
longhhy lottor, I romombor onc card on which HPL cormontod on "Tho Vaulte of YoheVome
bis," Tho corrospondonoo botwoon Lovooraft and KlarkosheTon covorod many yoorsy it
started whon both wore just boginning to soriously oxporimont with fiction talos and
1t ondurod 0ll through tho yoors until Lovocraft's doath in 1937 of cancor,

Whot mnttor what Qarknsh-Ton was likeoy what mattor tho day«by-day dotails of his
11fog tho foocts and fizuros of his oxistenco? Thoso arc intorosting but unimportont,
What is important 1s that ho yms CLARK ASHTON SMITH, ono of tho irmortels, Thoro havo
boon Tow his oqual sinco lyporboron and I sao him morohing forword towards Zothiquo
with "tho wind from botwoon tho worlds" in his faco, ond I an glad ho pausod horo briof
ly and that I dmow him for a 1littlo while,

But of ocourac I modo ostimnto of Klorkmsh-Ton as o man, ns a porson, that day at tho
oobin, and my ostimnto, of him novor had oausc nor roason to bo ‘rovisod, I sow that horo
was 0 gontloman in tho vory ronl sonso of tho torm; ho was, as thoy say, n gontlomnn
of tho old school, Ilo wos quiot, dignifiod, polito, and tho irprossion-ho gavo was thot
of ‘tho highost culturo, But this was not an obvious, studiod, or cultivatod poso, Ho
wos porfootly and flowlossly natural «- tho highost typo of civilizod mon, Ho wos, ond
1 think it woll to put it os plainly, as bluntly, as simply as possiblo, a truly good
mon =~ you folt 1t, you know it whonovor you woro with hinm, You eould not possibly
agino hin doing or thinkIng horn to anyono,

Lot mo hoston to'add thot I do not wish to loave tho improasion or imply that Klork-
osh=Ton wns a Sainty lost I incur and dosorve tho wrath and owful vurses of Tsathogpun,
Io was a humon boingy ho had 1livod and lovod and indulged in many of tho "froiltios"of
humn noturo, Ho dronk, somotimos too ruchs ho srmokod both pipo and cigarottos. Iio hod,
of courso, o dooply sonsitive naturo, Ho could bo dooply hurt and ho ocould booorw vory
ongry. lowovor, I do not romombor ovor scoing him ;ive wny to ony noticoablo display of



As I Romorbor KlorknsheTon 36
onotionse On tho wholo ho oxudod an alnost Buddha~like soronitys

4s for Klarkash-Ton's roligion or philisophic loanings, ho wns, if ho oould bo onll
od anything, o Buddhist, but ovon that is 'a liniting torm. Early in our acquaintanco
I had sont him ry copy of Robort Pdyno's inorodibly boautiful proso-poom on tho lifo
of Buddho, TIE LORD COMES (Amoricon odition titlod Tho Yollow Robo), Ilo wrote mo, on
March 5, 19541 "Thanks so much for tho loan of THE YELLOW ROBE (I think I profor tho
English titlo). I rood tho book with so muech intorost that 1t sot mo to reroading all
thot I havo on tho 1lifo and dootrinos of Buddhn, as woll as somo stuff on Brahmnisn
ond East Indion mythologye Tho book is boautifully writton and I liked ospocially somo
of tho passagos you spocifiod," Later, whah I sont coplos of books by Alan W, Wotts,
tho groot oxponont of Zon, KlarkasheTon ropliod: "By bolatod thanks for IHE WISDOM OF
INSECURITY, which oxprosses tho philosophy toward whioh I havo boon tonding a long tir
post," His philisophy is oxprossod, too, in his own pootry, and thoro aro flashos of
Zon ovorywhoro, Porhaps tho peom "Thobind" in SPELLS AND PHILTRES bost oxprossos his
impationoco with codo, eroed, or cult; and horo too, ono glimpsos that inoffablo lonli-
noss of onc who hos gono far, This is not o poom of fantasy, but tho oxprossion of an

oxporionco,

Now that I stop to think about it wo soldon, if ovor, discussed anything vory sor-
iously, I shall always romorbor o hike wo had, in o lator yoar, ovor tho hills noar
Carmol, Wo wora nlono togothor for dbout two hours and wo didn't talk much, Ho Just
kikod olong tho dusty road, adnired tho viows ovor tho mountains, stoppod ofton to ox-
anine curious plantk, and wo ovon pickod o bouquot of wildlings to toko horw for his
dosk, Wo pickod wild flowors, driod grassos, and rathor ofd and grotosquo woods ==ho
lovod such things, Wo stoppod ot o large patch of tho roal polson hemlock, Conium
Moculatunm, o Buropoan plamd mow gono wild in Californio, ond whose juico had boon quaf.
Tod by Sooratos, Klarknsh-Ton, approprintoly onough, willingly posod in tho midst of
tho tall stalks so that I could tako color ploturose Wo talked 1littlo, moroly oalling
ooch othor's attontion to this or that ofld wocd or ourious gight, but it waa thon that
I sonsod fully thet ho was awnro of ovorything, I loarnod moro about tho man on that
hiko thon in oll our provious visits,

Tho wild gardons of naturo woro tho roanl gardons to him, Lt that timo, although not
roolly woll onough or strong onough, he was trying to holp carn a living doing gardone
ing work on tho Montoroy Peninsula and ho hatod it, It was obout that timo too, that
ho wroto "Tho Tirod Gordonor" (SPELLS AND PHILTRES, pe 7) ond I shall alwnys like to
think our hike through wild gordons that doy had somothing to do with it or somo ine
spiration for it, I troasurc o copy of that poom ho typod ond sont mo shortly thoroaf-
tor =— long boforo it wos publishod,

KlorkosheTon®s was o Fortoon nind, ovor quosting, novor donyinge Ho wos intonsoly
intorostod in the unoxplained, the unknown, I romoxbor owr discussing THE BOOKS OF
CHARIES FORT ond owr discussion naturally turnod to UFOs, the "flying saucors.” Kiorke
agh=Ton had soon ono == had soon soricthing -~ o yoar or two boforo, It wns on a hot
night and ho had boon 1lying outsido on his sloeping bog garing upwards into tho doptha
of sponoo, Suddonly ho booaro aware of a largc objoet, liko an indistinct shadow, dork-
or than tho night, passing slowly abovo him blotting out tho stars,

Tho shadows outsido woro langthoning outside of tho onbin whon wo chockod the timo
on his old kitohon clotk, Klarinsh=Ton and I docidod to havo dinnor ot sorw ocafo of
his choosing in Auburn, but first wo pausod outsido so that I could tako somo pioturos
of him with a rontod oamora I had brought clong. Klorknsh-Ton posod, rathor stiffly,
with his coat ovor his arm, agninst tho lichon-blotochod stonos of his low wnll with onc
of his bluo oaoks in tho background,
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Wo strollod slowly nlong on thot trok into town, still talking, and Klarknsh-Ton kopt
polnting out itoms of interost along the way. Thoy woro all gights ho had kmown and
lovod for a lifotimo; thore was on old orchard, beautiful with changing sotsonsy thoro
- an intorosting rock; horo, o pgnarlod troo with branchos like roaching and clutching
hands, Ho peintod out tho spot whoro, yoars boforo, thoro had oxistod an old wotor
whool -~ tho ono ho doscribod in his poon, Alenmg this very road, thon, Klaorknsh-Ton
had trudgod homeword as o youth with tho "dolent, droar, complaining noto" ovor haunte
ing tho air ond dogging his footstops.

Wo had now ontorod tho outskirts of Auburn itsolf ond wo stoppod to oxanino tho
"hountod" house ho had used in his story "Tho Dovotoo of Evil," ioross tho stroot it
was, on o littlo hill, and 1t stood at tho ond of a long walkwoy bordorod with tanglod
vinos ond shrubs, It was on anciont houso, half hiddon by tall troos, and it did havo
o sinistor oir about it, Klarkash-Ton said that he didn't know whothor it was hauntod
or not, but that wos its ropatation,

Luburn is situatod in tho hoart of tho famous Mothor Lode mining oron and tho old,
original soction, Lowor Auburn, datos back to tho ocarliogt doys of tho Gold Rush, Mony
of tho old buildings, bullt of brick, nasonry, or of woathorod boards, oro still in
oxcollont condition and in uso, Wo stopped at ono, in tho lowor floor of which was o
smnll grocory oporated by o Chinoso., Klarkash-Ton bouﬁht sonc cigorottos and introducod
o te tho propriotor os o "good friond” who had como "nll tho way from Borkoloy" to
visit him,

Wo dinod togothor ot o small cofo just across the highwny from tho anciont firchousc
As wo lookod ovor tho monu trying te docide what to ordor I said, trying to bo facotioy,
"Soing o Lovooraft fam, I supposo I shouldn't ordor any sonfood," KlarkasheTon gquickly
camo back with "Woll, I'n a Lovocraft fon too, but I don't carry it quito that far.I'n
going to ordor friod prawms,"” And ho did,

Dusk was gothoring as wo strollod along tho upward-loading strcots toward tho bus
station, but it wos still light cnough for KlarkasheTon to point out intorosting old
housos and curious planbs along tho way. Ho showod mo tho first cropoamyrtlo troos 1
had ovor soon,

On a lator visit Klaringh-Ton was to show mo, in tho gardon of vacationing frionds
of his, whoro ho had gono so that ho could do noeded watoring, o clurp of tho rare and
gracoful blaock borboo, Tho culns aro indood black -- as black as india ink -- but it
tokos o yoor boforo thoy turn fully black from tho initial vivid groon, it one stago
of thoir dovolopmont tho stons aro mottlod, flockecd with browm , rosombling tho skins
of cortain roptilos, Klarkash-Ton had cut somo at this stago to usc aa stoms to tho
fow grotosquoly-carved stono plpos ho had onoo fashionod.

Sinco wo still had o 1littlo timw beforo ry bus loft for Borkeoloy, wo ontorod o oom=
binotion pool-hall, bar, ond nowsstond., Wo pausod at tho magnzino racks ond lookod ovor
the scionco-flction ond fantasy magazinos and complalnod that tho curront offorings
woro not like thoy wore in tho old days, Klarkash-Ton bought beors for us and introduo~
od mo to tho bartondor, an old friond of his, Loro, agnin, ho introducod mo as a good
friond and strossod tho fact that I had como all tho way from Borkoloy Just to soo
hin, Tho bartondor ordorod anothor ocopy of TIE BARK CHATEAU, which ho wantod to sond
to o friond.

Tho tirw oamo for my doparturo but whon wo orrivod at tho bus statlon wo loarnod
that thc bus was to bo lato, Wo sot on o bonch outsido and passod tho 1little timo wo
had loft, promising to writo ond agrooing to oxchango moro visits in tho futuro. 4t
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longth tho bus camo ond it was orowdod, but I found & moat in tho roar. As wo pullod
awny slowly I lookod out tho window and could baroly mako out tho figuro of Clark Ashe
ton Smith waving goodebyo in tho gothoring glooriesessscese

ooo-a-.-tto...oGOOI‘gO F. Haos

* Quotations of Clark iashton Smith in tho provious articlo aro by pormission of Mrs,
Clak ialkion Smithe



