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PREFACE
¥ THE first place, pleasa bear n mind
What I do mot expect you to believa
Nor could you wonder had

P8 Whew, in the armor of bliss/ul and
B (gnorance, I gaily marrated

Jpendons o
4o/ it to a fellow of the Royal Geo-
oclety on the ocoasion of my last

on

uuhl "vurely have thought that 1

ccted in no less a hetnous

"un the purloining of the crown

[mm the Tower or putting poison
e of some king or other.

T erudite gentleman {n whom I con
o eongealed before I was haif through
Wud 7001 that saved hm from exploding
£y droams of an honorary felloo-
Dip, pold medals, and a wicho in tie Iall
W'kame faded o tho thin, cold air of

3 arctio atmospher
1 believe the nmr ‘v, and so wonld
nd 30 would the learned follow of
Royal Geological Society—had you
B4 ne heard it from. the Uips of the man
o told it to mo.

Mad vou acen, as I did, the fire of truth
 those pray eyes; had you felt tho ring
o sincerity in that quict voice; had you

the pathos of it all—yow, too,
l!l!n'r
ﬂ‘ Id not have meeded the final
eular proo) tha he weird rham-
Ay:chl({l“kﬂ crruklﬂ‘l which he had
t:,u back with b
T came upon him quua suddenly, and
ol wnerpectedly, upon the rim of
W Great Sahara. He was standing ve-
freo ,onmm mu amid a clump of date-
poime within oasis, ol W was
i drad touar nI some eight or ten tonta.
' had come down from the north to
Yot on, 31y porty consisted of a dozen

desert; I was the only

ohite”
X e e approached the little clump of
1 saw the man coms rom his

tt_and with hand-shaded eyes peer in-
fmtly at us.
At sight of me he advanced rapidly to

s
“A white man!” he cried. “May_ the
pod Lord bo praised! I have beon
wetching you for hours, hoping against
b that chis timo there would bo a
man.  Tell me the date. What
g
"dnd when I had told him he stapgered
w though ho had been struck full in the
foce, 20 that he was compelled to grasp

a mo-
a1t oannot Yl Tell me that vou
re mistaken, or that you are but

T am t61i1ng you tho truith, my friend,”

I replied.  “Why deceive o

Srager, or atlewpt {0, {n so_simple o

matter as the da

£ 7or soma tinia ho stoad in allence, sith
head,

“Ten years!” he murmured at last.

Ten years, and I thought that at the
wmost it could be. soarce more than one.

That night ha told e his story—the
oy that 1 ploe:yau ! Rere' as noary in
Ma own words s I can recall them.

CHAPTER 1

Toward Eternal Fires
WAS_bor in Connecticut about 30
years ago. My name Is David Innes.

lam a graduate of Andover and Yale.
althy mine owner,
All his property

d attalned my

had  devoted
fthe two years Intervening In close appli-

@tion to the great business 1 was to in-

14id my best to fulfil the last wishes
8 my parent—not because of the inherit-
ance,

ed to know every minute detall of
{be business,

| Mhen Perry Interested mo In his inven-
‘ton.

\He was an old fellow who had devoted

better part of a long life to the per-

of a mechanical subterranean

[Brospector.  As a relaxation he studied
[Paleontology.

|1 looked over hfs plans, listened to his

ts, Inspected his working models,

|iad then, convinced, I advanced the funds

o construct o full-sised, prac-

T ahall mot_ 0. tnto the detalls of its
n-—if

bn. lies out there In_the
't no

two miles from here.
[Tomorrow you may care to ride out and
.h' it 4
Roughly, 1t s a steel cylinder 100 feet
Jeng, and pointed so that it may turs und
Rwist through solid rock if nees
#50 60d In 4 mighty revolving drill o
Mad by an engine which Perry sald gen-
#ated more power to the cuble Inch than
May other engine did to the cuble foot.
Temember that
Bvention alone would make us mhuluu-ly
ake the
thing public after the successful
of our first secret trial—but Perry
returned fn)m that trial trip, and
nly after ten yea:
I recall as it wers but yesterday the
it ot that momentous oce:
Wwere to test the practicabllity
et wondrous. Invention.
Was near midnight that we repaired
the lofty Iower in which Perry had
ucted his “iron mole,” as ho was
it to call the thing.
&reat nose reated upon

the bare

d thew passing on into the cabin,
h h contalned the controlling mechan-
v‘umu the loner tube, switched on the

o
y luk d to his generator; to the
that held the * life-giving

was surrounded by @
peck of wolfish crenbmee’

ast

he used to claim that thaty
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distance, and for examining the materiala
through which we were to pas.

Ho teated the steering dovice, and over.
looked the mighty cogs which transmitted
its marvelous veloclty to the glant drill

At the nose of his strange cr

Out soats, Into which wo strapped our-
fielves, were o afranged upon transverse
bars that wo would be upright whether
the craft were plowing her wny down-
ward nto the bowels of the earth, or run-
ning horizontally along some great seam
of coal, or rising vertleally toward the
surface’ again,

At length all s roady.
his head in prayer.
| wero silent, and then the old man‘s hand

grasped the starting lever. Thero was a

frightful roaring beneath us—the giant
frame trembled and vibrated—there was
« rush of sound as the loose earth passed
up through the hollow apace between tha
Inner and outer ucketa to be deposited

n oul

We wara oft!

wThe nolse wag deatening. The sensation
o frighttul. For a full minute naither
of un <o do Aught but cling w
proverblal desperation of the drownh\[
man to the handralls of our swinging
scats. Then Perry glanced at the ther-
mometer.

“Ga

Perry bowerd

cried. “It cannot be posaible
_nu‘uld ot does the distance meter
That and the speedometer were both on
my side of the eabin, and as I turned to
take a reading lrmn the former I could
hear Perry mutter
nTon degrees Tive.
|

"It cannot be pos-

hen T saw him tug frantically upon
the steering wheel.

As I finally found the tiny needle in the
dim lght T translated Perry's evident ex-

citement, and my heart sank within me.
Dut when I spoke I hid the fear which
haunted me.

“It will be 700 feet, Perry,” I sald, *
the time you can turn her into the otk
zontal.

'You 4 better lend me a hang then, my
bo. replied, “for I cannot budge her
out. o the vertical alone. Heaven give
that our combined strensth may be equal
to the task, for clse we are

1 wormed my way to the old man's side
with never a”doubt but that the great
wheel would yield on the instant to the
power of my young and vigorous muscle

or was my-bellef more Vanity, for al.
ys had my physique been the envy and
denpair ot my tollows,

And for that very reason It had waxed
cven greater than nature had intended,
since
trangth had Ted me 1o car
Yelop my bady and my my
means within my
ink, football and hmwhull L hag been i
nnlnlm, ulncu ehildhor

na s, with the utmost confle
dmce ot 241 "hota 'of the huke.iron
thoush T threw every aunce of
my strength into best effort was as
unavailing as Perry 'a had beon--the thing
would not budge.” The grim, Insensate,
horrible thing that was holding us upon
the straight road to death!

At length T gave up the useless struggle,
and without a word returned to my seat.
There was no nee words—at_least
none that I could imagine, unless Perry
desired to pray. And I was quite sure
that he would, for he never left an oppor-
tunity neglected where he might sandwich
ina r.

He prayed when he rose in the morning,
he prayed before he ate, he prayed when
he had finished eating, and before he went
to bed at night he prayed agan. he-
tween ho often found excuses to pray,
even when the provocation seemed rather
far-fetched to my worldly eyes—now that
he was about to dle I felt positive that I
should witness a perfect orgy of prayer—
it one may allude with such a simile to
59 solemn an act.

But to
that ‘with death staring i 1n the. face
Abner Perry was transformed Into a new
belng. From his lips there flowed—not

prayes—but a clear and limpld stream of
undlluted profanity, and it was all direct-
ed at that quietly stubborn plece -0f un-

ding mechanism.
Y o shink I chided, “that
a man of your pro(mmu] rellglousness
would rather be at his prayers than curs:
ing in the prosance ot imminent death.

“Dei e cried. “De s It that
appals yon1 That Is nothing by comparts
son with the loss the world must sufter,
Why, David, withia ‘his Iron cylindor
have’ demonatrated posalbllities that ace
ence has . have har-
nessed & nuw princlple, and with it anl-
mated a pl with the power of
10,00 Sl

“That twi

will be snuffed out s

0 lives
nothing to the world calamity that en-
tomba in the bowels of the earth the dis-
ries

cov have made snd proved In
ing

that is now carrying

bt toward the eteraal central fires.
1 am frank to admit that for myself I

was much more concerned with our own

suffer.
feworant of Its bereavement, While o me
i€ was ® real and terrible actuality.
+What can we do?" I asked, hiding my
perturbation beneath the mask of & low
and level volce.
“We may stop here, and dle of asphyx-
lation when our atmosphers tanka are
¥ veplied Perry, “or we may con-
tinue, on u'r'uh tho sifght hope that w
may later sufficiently o prospect-
e e vortical to carry Nia Sloag th
or From veat ‘circle. which must Fout-
}ually return us to the surface.
o succeed in 8o doing before we
The higher Internal temparature we
May yet survive. There would scem to
ue to be about one chance In several e
{lon that we shall succeed—otherwise we
Vioain'dle more quickly, but no more sutes
though we sat auprei
1o for e torture of & slow & u horrible

|
| G inced at the thermometer. It reg-
| dekrees. While we were talk-

Yron mole had bored its
‘ile lito the rock>of the

s
1g the mighty

carth's crust i
us continue on, then.: 1 replied

ate. You

“No," he snswered. “1 sould not fgure
the speed sxactly, for I had uo lnstru-
| muu tor: -ouuﬂnl the mighty pewer of
oneraton. however, that

a. -hould xuumuk 0 yards an hour.
seven tiles an
umr" 1 s\unlml.d fop him, as I sat with
my eres upon the dlaence weter. “How
is the earth's crust, Perry?” I

cod
Tusrs a0 shnost s maoy conjectures

a3 there are geologlats,” was
i Bia nu-or. “Oas sstimates it ¥ miles

R L RS

Tearing opel

n his shirt,

1 placed my ear to his breast

His heart was beating quite regularly.

the most refractory substances at that
distance beneath the ﬁurlm:e

‘Another finds that henomena of
precession and nutation Feduire that the
earth, If not entirely solld, must at least
Rave'a sholl not 10ss than 800 0 & thous
sand miles in thickness. So ther

may take your choles

""And It It should prove solla?

“It will be all the same to us in the
y.

end, David," replled Perry. “At the best
our oll fuel wIII suffice to carry us bu
hree or four days, while our atmosphere
tannot last (o exceed three. Nelther,
then, i3 sufticlent to bear us In safety

through 00 miles of rock to the antip-

o
wlIf the arust s of sufficlent thickness
shall come op betwesn

%08 and 100 miles ‘beneaththe eart
face: but during the. 1ast 150 miles of our
journey we ahall be corpses. Am I cor-

ot
David. Are you fright-

Qune u"red
entd
o not know. It has all come so
suddenly that I scarce bel that elther
of us realize the real terrors of our po
sition, 1 1 that I should be reduced
to 1 Imagine
that the shock has hten 80 great as to
stun our sensibilities.”
Again I turned to the thermometer. The
mercury was rhln. with less rapldity, It
was now rees, although we
had penetrated lo & depth of nearly four

Perry and he smiled.
shattered one theory at
s his only comment, and then

leas!
he returned to assumed occupas
tion of fluently cursing the
once lieard a pirate swear, but his
best efforts would have seemed ilke those
tyro alongside of Perry's masterfui
ana sclentific imprecations.

Once more I trisd my hand et the wheel
but I might as well
awing the ‘carth Itseit, At my augse: mm
Perry stopped the generator,
cuma v peat T again (hrew almg strength
Into a supreme effort lo meve the thing
even a halr's breadth, but the resy
Were as barren s Whes we had Ueen
traveling at top speed.

:

98¢ motioned
starting lever. Ty pul

e s s
Ing downward toward eternity at the rate
of seven miles &u hou h my
eyes glued to the (hermometer and the

grees It was uimost Unbearable within
the nasrow confings of our melal prison

3 atior our start
“uitortuaate journey, bad
bored to & depth of 4 miles, at which
point the mercury registered 153 degrees.

Pery

For several hours we had not spoken
except as he asked me for the readings
¢ the instruments from time to time,
and I announced A

My thoughts were filled with vain re-
grets. I recalled numerous acts of my
past life which I should have been glad
to have had a few more years to live
down. Thera was the Affair’ In the Latin
(‘ummnnl t Andover when Calhoun and
gunpowder In the stove and
nearly ‘illed one of the masters. And

But what was the use? I was about
to dle and atone for .u these things and
several more. Alrea was suf-
fcient to gIve e & Toretaste of the here.

after. A few more degrees and I should
lose can-clou-n a8,

Davia?"
Perryl volc. rekaa Son my sombre
efle

o
Inety miles ana 163 degrees I re-
plied.

“Gad, but we've knocked that %-mile-
crust theory Into a cocked hat!" he cried
gleetully.

“Preclous lot of good It will do us' 1

growled back.,
“But, he continued, “doesn't
that témperature reading mesn anything
to yout Why, It haant gone up In six
miles. Think of it, son!"

“Yes, I'm thinking of It swered;

but what difference will It make when
o

will know the differ-

But I must admit that for some unac-

sountable resson the stationary lampars.
What

{ure 4id resew my weing hove
tor 1 could not haye explalned, nor
did T try. The very fact, as Perry ‘took

pains to explain, of the blasting of sev
eral very exact und learncd aclentinc hy-
potheses made It apparent that we could

not know what lay before us within the
bowel. o earth, w

continue to hope for th 3

until we were dead—when hope woud do

longer be essential to our happiness,
It was very good and lagical Teasontng,

From then on until noon of the second

mose everpowaring smmonls fumas, and
the tempersture bad dropped &

We sulfersd nearly two hours of this
intease 8ad BILOr Sold, uudl at M
45 miles from the murface of the St

atum of solld in.. wheu
ose o ¥

houre. wo basad
eveatually cmergs

convin

“But thank
shall not be b:
have
any death but that

Down, down went the mercury yntil
siood us low

1
gave S
Then he turned toward mes

“Good
this is the end,”
closed his eyes

1 en
fous!
very youn( o
e b
enveloping death
upon

cllmbing bigh

ing Into another serles of ammonia-im-

where the mercury
rose once more untll we were
at last we were nearing

the molten interior of the earth.
100

the temperature had
shly I watched

Perr;

mllcn

Our hopes had recelved such a death
blow that the gradually incre

heat
Imaginations

to dlstorted

much greater than It really was, For an-

other hour I saw that pitiless column of
mercury rise und rise until at 410 miles
It stood at 153 degrees. Now it was that

we began to hang upon those readings in
almost breathless anxlety.

One hundred and fifty-three degrees had
been the maximum temperature atove the
lee st

um. Would it stop at his point
"o would it continue ita merciless
We know (hat there Was 5o ho

Already the alr tanks were at low ebb;
there was
gases to sustain us for another 12 hours
But would
It seemed Incredible.

arely enough of the precious

we be alive to know or carel

miles I took another reading.
1 shouted. “'Perry, man! She's
She's golng down! She's

What can it mean?

Heaven,

1 can face the thought of

it
as it had seven miles from
of the earth, and then of &

e e upon us that
death was very
Perry

near.
was the first to discover It. I sa

him fusaing with the valves thit regulate
the air

began
ing. m bead

o saime time |
Ity In breath-
felt dlzzy, my limbs nmvy
erry crumple in his seat. He
B RS and aa) orent savie

to experience difficul

by, David,” he sald. “I

sald.
‘and then be smiled and

Perry, .na s00d luck to you,'
m.ua smilin But 1
¢ tha Aol ]
d not want to de.

the cruelly
surrounded me
At first T found that by
Lo the framework abow.
ind more of the preclous II!U—

1battied ag
that
all sides.

Siving slements, and for & while U
dnd

bave been an hour after Pesry
Ahat I oat least came to the

4

had Ceaseds ainging A pray-

reallzation that I could no longer carry on
this unequal struggle agalnst the ine

table.
With my._ st of con-

[ actotahens’s turaed cnanioaly towars
e distant meter. It stood at exaotly |
50 miles from the earth's surface d |
| suadenly the huge thing that bore u-‘
me to a stop. |

e rattle of hurtling rock through the |
hollow jacket ceased. The wild racing of
the glant drill betokened that It was run-
ning loose in air-and then another truth
flashed upon me. The point of the pros-
pector was above u
Slowly hat since pass-
Ing through the e ralh oy e |
urned in tho Ice and sped [

Upward toward ‘the ourih’
“Thank God! We saf
1 put my nose to the intake Pipe through |
which samples wero to have bec
during the passake rospector

through the earth, and my fondest hopes
were realized. A flood of fresh alr was
pouring into tne i
The reaction loft
lapse and I lost con

CHAPTFR n ;
|
f=

abin,
me In & state of col-

In a Strange World

WAS unconscious little more than an

instant, for as I lunged forward from
the cross-beam to which I had been cling-
Ing and fell with a crash to the floor of
the cabin, the shock brought me to my-
self,
My first concern was with Perry, 1 was
horrified at the thought that upon Ihe‘
very threshold of salvation he might be |
dead.

T mln.. open his shirt, I placed my ear
h ould have eried with re-

h\u heart w I)enlm( Quite regularly.
At the \\.« r tank I ted may hand-
A of, slapping It smmkly across his
| torehead and face several times. In u wo.
ment arded by the ralsing of
| his eyelida.

r & tme hu lay wids ed and quite
uncomprehen his scattered
wits slowly lolﬂ.lh(md. and he sat up
snifing the air with preasion of wou-

ot upnn hu llu

y Da " he

last, “It's alr,
'Wh Iy. what
A e m \he wadtd are
What has happened "

It means that we're back at th
face all rlght, Perry,
I don't know. I haven't opened he

2 100 busy reviving

say we the surfuce,
How that be. How lous
bave I beeh unconscious ¥’
Dot \loag. We lurned in the loe stratum,
‘nu..x you recall the sudden whirtl
SlaT Alter hat the Gehi was Shove

f
us Instend of below.

W didn't notioh i

At the time, but I recall it n

menn (0 say that we mmM back
strat

ice m, David at s not
The prowpector cannot —turh
its nose s deflected. If the noms

ware deflected from the outside—by some
external force of res| e—the ateering

Wheel within would have moved In Fex
&pon The steoring wheel was not
budged, David, since we started. You
know that.”

I did know it; but hers we were with
our drlll racing In pure air, and coplous
volumes of it pouring Into the cabin.

couldn’t have turned in the les
stratum, Perry, I know as well ns you,” T
roplied; “but the fact remaina that we did,
for here we are this minute at the su

face of the earth nEain, and I am going
out to sea whe
ulnnced at the chronometer.
“Hinlf after twelve. Wo have been out
hours, €0 It must be midnight,
theless I'm going to have a look at the
blessed sky that 1 had given up all hope
of cver seelng again,” and so
1ifted the bara from the inner door
swung it open. There was quit
tity of loose material in the ja
this T had to remove with a sliovel to got
at the opposite door in the outer shell.
In.a short me T had removed enough

etly behind me s 1 threw it opon,
half was above tho surface of

h an expression of surprise I turned
and looked at Perry. It was broad days
lght without!

“Something seems to have, gone wrong
elthor Wih our calculations oF the chre:
nometer,” T sal

Perry  whook his hend; thore was @
strange expression In his eyes

“Lot's have n look beyond that door,
David,” he cried.

Together we stepped out to stand in
silent contemplation of a landscape at
once weird and beautiful.

ow and level shore
stretehed down to a silent sea. 8o far
could reach the surface of the
dotted with countless tiny Isles
—some of towering, barren granite rock,

others resplendeut In gorgeous trapping
of cal tation, myriad starred
with magnlficent splendor of vivid

same splendic ring of countles
soms that glorified the islands, but within
the dense sha all scemed dark and
gloomy as the grave.

A1 Lpon all the noonday sun nuured its
torrid rays out of a cloudiess sl

“Where on Sarth can we lmv' I nsked,
t i

rry

some moments the old man did not
He stgod with bowed head buried

op thought. Dut at last he spoke.

“I am not so sure

. Porry?" 1 cried:
we are dead, and that
ning pointed to the
or protruding from

10, T might bellove

Da
deed come to the country
ors

Tho prospector
ble. Tt ¢

y
never have gone to
am willing to concede that we may actus
ally be in another world from that which
o ulways known. It we are not on
5t reason to believe

ered through the
earth's crus e out upol
tropical Island of the West Indies,
gested.

Asain Ferry shook bis head
t and see. David,
plle i vna"n ‘the meantime Suppo
do a bit of w(murhu( up 4 down. the
coast. We find a native who can
enlighten us.

As we walked along the beach Perry
gazed and ecarnestly across
water. Evidently he was wrestling with
gty problen
“Davide* ho sald abruptly, “do you per-
geive anything uaususl  about tie
horizon

As 1 looked T began to appreciate the
renson for the strangeness of the lan
Reape that hud haunted me from the first
with an illusive suggestion of the bizarre
and unnatural—there was no horizon!

So far as the eye could reach out to
sen the sea continued and o

he -

a

reduced to mere #p but ever ln.')and
them was the sea, until the impresaion
became quite real that one was lookifi up

most distant point that the eye
o futhom—the distance was lost in the
distance.

That was all.
horizontal line m-lkln‘ lh. top. ul
the globe below the line of vision,

t light Is commeneing to break:
* continued l’ur!y taking out his

“l belleve thai e partially
volved the siddle. It is now 3 oclock,
When we emerged from the prospeot
tne sun was directly above us, Where is
it no

I glanced up to Aind the great orb sull
mrnhnln: In the nrnlr« of the heavens.
And s sun! I had scarce notieed it
betors Wity the size of the sun
e T SR R
AR 50 DoAY chiat 1he elght 5 It dape
ried the convietion that one might almost

where are
exclaimed. hing ts commencing
o get on my nerves.

(CON! TINUED IN MONDAY’S
EVENING LEDGER)
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BYNOPEIS i . |
[ when 1 renched the treen he was racing | As 1 toueh o gro ...1 1 anatched a |
| m madiy up It hand aver hand bolken Jimb. (rom Lhe tangled mass that |
| 1o nad atmost renched the fowest | matted the Junsieilke foor of the forest, |

e moje. branch of the tree from which the | and leaping unnoticed behind the shagey

throvgl enrih i Uinee i | Creeper depended when the thing parted | back, brute a terrifie blow.

:w"-r:"vw’;up‘w- h A% n wa | be neath his welght and he fell sprawling [ My y-luh worked Iike mu.h From the
v | '" ’“' previous alowness of the beast 1 had been
| Inrl\mo now was no tonger | 16 to look for no such marvelous agllity |

) ambaing, " tho beast was already oo | 1 he now displayed. Releasing hix holl
close t nfort,  Selsing Perry | UPON the tree he dropped on all fours and |
| 1o shoutder ‘T araknen: him o iy | AL he smme 'Uima wwun: | |

feet, and rushing to a smaller tres—ona | Wicked tall with a force th
| that he could eanily encircle with hia | broken every bone in my
arma and lega~1 boosted him ne fot up g g LA

as 1 could, and then left fo fles at the very inst
Lt him 1o his fate: | my Llow land upon the towering

e
wiefa are
m e poine i Conn i for a glance over my shoulder revenled

Thor (e 1 the awful beast almost upon me. As it started in p
It was the great size of the thing alone | the mistake of runn the
that saved me. Its enormous bulk rene | Of Ui forest rather v-mk"'~ ""

dered it too slow upon its feet to copo [ ‘he open beach. i
with the ngility of my voung muscles, | niee deep In rotting | e
and o0 1 was enablod to dodige out of fta | AWEN thing behind me wns galning rapld

as T floundered and fell in my efforts
te myself

e tontinisd way and run completely behind it before | ¥
Ita slow wits could direct It in purauit, YO SXERC
The few seconds of grace A fallen log gave me an instant's
Kave me found me safely lodged Ivantage, for elimbing upon it { teaped
branches of a tree n few paces to another a few farti

:‘I:n In which Perry had at last found a | In this way was ki
L the mush that carpeted the surr
the Vicinity of the brospector there | 'Did T say sately lodged? At the time | Eround. But f course that thia
ne the most thin awe-nspiring | 1 thought we were quite safe, and so | hecessitat
ar that ever had mnm upon my did Perry, | handicap upon "o llvm my pursier was
ith one ‘aceord we turned to discover | el oy steadily galning upon m
author of £RAL { Suddenly from behind 1 heard & tamult
of howls, and sharp plercing barks—much
the sound t ek of wolves Faises
when in full ery. Involuntarily 1 g 1
backward to discover the orfgin of this
now and menncing note with the resull | CORESRCA G
0 footing went | y vaised myself upon my h.mlh and_glanced round, I saw wh

had distracted

CHAPT
¢ THINK that T may state quite posi-
L tively, David,” he commenced, “that

n the

To got no further. From behind us

? iy praying—ralsing his velce in
sme nol thankagiving at onr deliverance—and had
fad 1 it retained the susplclon that | Just completed a wort of paean of Rrati-

e sight that met my | tude that the thing couldn't elimb a
have banished | tree, when, without warning, It reared
was a colos- | tip beneath' him on it enormous tall and
1 beast which closely resembled a bear. [ hind feet, and reached those fearfully
was fully 08 largo s the largest ele- | armed pawa quito to the branch upom

2z

A1ant, and with great forepaws armed | which he crouched. 1pon the Dyryth.
th huge claws, The n-cnnmnn)luz Jfoar was all but | doep muck.
or snout depended nearly o | drowned in Per am of fright, and My mammoth enemy wi mals whose distended udders explained | eaped to I certainly had not the remotest
ot helow its lower jaw, much after the | he was like o have “Tmblea headlong | this time that T knew | m and hattering in the | ax of half sav beasta which | the reason for their presence. w,.um on,
w trunk. The | INto the gaping jaws beneath him, so “"l"'l "f Has of his terrible paws ""ﬂ"' t tree, they Kept within thelr yiin I realized | My guard halted before one of the huts, | I had no more than entered the darl
vered by a cont of | Precipitate w impetuous haste v but to my surprise I the heasts benind [ the necessity for the pathways into which 1 was pushed; then two of | shadows .,, u“, interior than there m|

o
vacate the dangeroua limb. It was with Wt et Foll"upon me o was litle cholce, but at lo s the tones of a familiar

pry tures sauatied down hrmrr the | upon my

L cam toward us o decp sigh of rellef that [ aaw him | The howlink and snapping aud b thero W douiiL e 10 the Teception | cimin wolbaomn whi o nnd. ol Worny. prevant. miy aount- i
o' (At | rench forth and galn a higher branch in | of the new elo ch b oo on - hmanits |GG, S many gontike. - Thougis whoro 1 should have ea. | ¢ UED TOMORROW.
sht_be | Sofet funed Into the melos now seemed centred wl o was non e
e surraunaing | T || AN hen tho bt d that which frove quite close behind mo, L i iy e
nga " cvidently oceurred o Perry | U5 both anew with horror.  Grasping the i i ST R T

iously, for he was already a hundred | tree's stem it hia P°W"f"| l"‘\‘! he o .| he th
‘and ‘with each’ second his | 4ragzed down with all the great welght of | “ISTSth B Brwiy 1o Ehre ERSBIG ] Intonilin
nds ncreased the distance, | M8 huge bulk and all the irresistible force | 1% called. from my trall th

to pass benenth
p-things and take refu

Izious

It was surrounded by a pack of xome | othor further on.
d never guecssed what latent speed | Of those mighty muscles. od wolflike croatures—w dois '

biities the old gentieman posseased. | | Slawly but surely tho stem be :‘"'“",_" ,‘){ ‘,”,‘,',‘{ ‘,'”,',” 4 u,,,“‘u',,. e i lut the wolf-dogs vary
point of the forest which ran out aned moro | P Lok thotr white fanks into the f

and more from the perpendicula rry
clung chattering in_a panic of terror,
Higher and higher into the bending and
swaying tree he clambered. More and
moro Fapldly was the treetop Inclining | Bt theso wore not all that my startted
toward the ground. eyen perceived . Chattering and gibbering

through the lower branches of the trees | g,
ume a compan: 5
yidently ursing on the do

polnt of e forest which ran out Into the | ey in m- {rep chave v down hed
i Reen standing, and as the mighty !
eeatfire, the sight of wmoh had galva-
pized W him into such remarkable action,
was (@ rging steadily towal l me I set ol
after @’erry, though at a somewhat more
decorofus pace, I saw now why the great brute was

o

it o ovident it the maasivo beast | 47T WD sueh enormous paw Tho v
y

slow brite and were aw
It could rench them with it hu
or sweeping

ve they fell to examining me with
utmost excitement and  curiosity,
Dicked at my elothing, my halr aind

pacl
% us was not bullt fo o was putting them Th e to nll appearaices strikingly | ™
it 1 l"u:;.';m:’mh‘.m]f;.‘,.,.rr;mm' 4 it for which naturo had h\lr:mlml wimling In nspect to the nesro of Afriea, | Thes turned mo about to see it 1 had
S te treen sufficlantiy ahead of it to nn:h:‘nh‘{”w] gseature | was | Tieir skins wore very i their | 0 tall, amlwi ;.lu“ v '“N.m'l"f d that 1
ne to climb to the safety ced th car- much ko o moro | wua ot so equlpped they to roars
autioflime to el to the afety of somo Treea” et e mpasadee A ore | s | i e e
Whave the oyon. | and wh e excopt far the npper

teille lonser than

ik our danger, 1 aoula fint o 3
cking us migl
at Pe (3 sht the .‘u...\ w”u-uu“_ Just a bt when the

were and their
posltion such 83 that | logs shorter in hroportion 1o the toruo
stupld rhinoceros man, and later I noticed that

h 3
d to gain the y.l(ely o! llu-
lower b ranc] ‘hes of the trees he now had
stems were bare for a dis- .
t least on those trees Hut these were later rveflection
scend, for the | ment 1 was too frantic “Ilh np-
arried by the larker | prenension on Perry’s behalf to consider

|‘| ned me for a

toos protruded at right an; i ona of them discovered that

feel—because of thels arboreul | my clothing was not n part of me, with

hem teailed | o result that garment by g

nmy used in | tore It from me amid pe: als of the wildest
1 eith Ay

%

glants had evidently at-| qught other than a means to save him hey did her u\lnhh ielike, th aye
tracted i to them .| from tho death that loomed o cl tho apparel thoniselves, but th
& tmes o serambled up_the | “Renizing that T comtd otaistance. the | |1 had m.mm.a n. my feot the moment | uity Wwas not safficient to the
trunksfflike o huge only to fall back | clumsy brute in the open, 1 dropped trom ere wolf-dogs were | they gave it up,

t,
to the ground once more, und with each | my. leaty »
&l

t v sanctuary intent on dis- Fraty I had been stra
fatlurel hie cast a horrified FACUIG tho thinits ntiontlon Prom Perty of u € the savazd Iun[“v ot Perey, bt
shoulder at the onc loni enough to the old ‘man to left the  great

yea him, thoug !
Bain the eafely of o larkor tree. Thare | brulo to como Ay
we W close byt which not even the | toward me,

that titanic monster

taneod sl emitting te
that ajvoice the echoes of the g
AUIdnkth o espled o dansiing creeper | torrifle s
about he bigness of one's wrist, and | could bend

with bared fangs
1 ns § turned o run toward
joni th

tre
lower

e | much exorcived
the | iad betallen o

s
1 called
\here wa

ired ut with  my
clothing, the Wit to the
ground, ‘and ¢ 5 one on

now I oft
AW leep haunted
the horeld remembrance of that awful
expericnes

CHAPTER 111

A CHANGE 01 MASTERS
OM tree to tree U
sprange ko fving squirrels, wiile the
Cold swent stood upon my brow as |

the depths beneath, into which
i single misstep on the part of either of
my bearers would hurl me.

As they hore me along my mind was
aveupted  with w thousand  bewildering
though What had become of Perry?
1d 1 ever see him azain? What were
inten of these half human things
into whose hands | had fallen?

Were they inhabitants of the same
world Inta which I had been born? Nu!
it conld not be. But yet where elise?
§ not left that earth—of that | was
ither could I v

ud scen o u belic that
il fthe world of birth.  With
ip.

Ellmpse

traveled sev,
"

2
upon a dense villa
s the branches of th

b my escort broke
nedinte-
ment

b

Into wild shouling u

Trona within, and

w swarm of cre 1t

thoss who lud cupturod
t

tures of

in atre of & wildly
chattering horde. I was pulled this way
Thoush pinche
until [ was b
do not think that their

added evid
up the testi ye
Presently they dra me within the
which consisted of several hup
bougha and leaves
rted upon the branches of
Hetween the huts, which somel
formed  crabked  streets, were

a
branches and the trunks of small (rees
whic

network hways forming
un wimost solld Hoorins o Kood 0 feet
above the gruund,

4 why these agile creatures
required connecting bridges between the
trees. but later when I saw the motley
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jen, start upon a tour qf in

okt
g i ,-»5,,

it
5y the hudden

rance of Woltan beauts ol ediiing:
L‘ atter (ko thelf cride

cmnzn “Hi—Continued.
ERRY " T crled. “Dear old Perry!
Thank the Lord you are safe."
“David! Can It be possible that you
eaped?’ And the old man stumbled
toward me, and threw his arms about

Ho had seen me fall before th

With a tall, David,” remarked Perr

|refoined. “They seem to be quite the
| thing this season, I wonder what th
erentures intend doing with us, Perry,

They don
‘“What do you suppose they can be?
You were about to tels me where we are |
when that great hairy frigate bore down '
Have you really any Idea at

proved that the earth 'is hollow. We have
med entirely through its crust to'the
oge wor

v you are mad.”
“Nat at all, David.  For two hundred
our outer
At that point it reached the cen-
tre of gravity of the five-hundred-milo-
thick crust. Up to that point we had
been descending—direction ls, of course
merely relative.
t the moment that our seats
revolved—which made you belleve. we

and though we did not alter the direc-
tion of our progress, yet we were
moving upward—toward the sur-
of the inner world.

““Does not this strange fau; d flord
which we have seen convince you that
you are not in the world of your birth?
And - the horizon—could it present the
mn‘e aspect which we both noted un-
we were Indeed standing upon the

reality

in

entirely different
eternal noonday effulgence upon the face
of the tnner world,
t It now, David—if you can
e from the doorway of this hut—
and you will see that it is still in lhe
exact _centre of the heavens. We
been hére for many hours—yet it Ia stil
noon.
‘And_withal it 1s very simple, David.
The earth was once a nebulous mi
led, and as It cooled it shrank. At
gth a thin crust of solld matter formed
upon Its outer surface—a sort of shell;

but within it was partially molten mat-
ter and highly expanded ga

“As It continued to Nm!. uh.( hap-
pened? Centrifugal force hurled the par-
ticles of the nebulous centre toward the

crust as ragldiy us they appronched a
folld state. You have scen the same prin-
dole applied in the moden cream sep-
rator, Presently there was only a small
Buncr-heated core of gaseous matter re-
maining within a huge vacant interior left
by the contraction of the cooling gases.
““The equal attraction of the solld crust
from all dircctions maintained this lu-
minous core in_the exnct centrd of the
hollow glabe. What r a8 the
sun you saw " retntively " tiny
thing at_the exact contrn of the earth
Eaually to every part of this inner world
It diffuses ita perpetual noonday light and
reid hent.
“This Inner world must have cooled
sufficiently to support animal life long

here fs evident from the similar
forma of both animal and vegetable crea-
tion which we have already scen

“Take the great beast which attacked
up, for example. Unquestionably a coun-
terpart of the Mogatherium of the post-

pliocene perfod o er crust, whose
Tousilized nkeleton ‘maa. been found-in
South America.”

“But the grotesque Inhabitants of this
forest," I urged. “Surcly they have no
counterpart in the earth's history."

“Who can tell”” he refoined. ‘“They
may constitute the link between ape and
man, all traces of which have been
swallowed by the countless convulsions

which have ransacked the outer crust, or

rely the result of evolu-
tion along slightly different lines. Either
theory is quite possible.”

Further speculation was Interrupted by
the appearance of several of our captors
before the entrance of the hut. Two of
them entered and dragged us forth. Tho
perilous pathways and the surrounding
trees were fllled with the black ape-men,
their females and thelr young. There
Was not an ornament, a weapon, or a
garment among the lot.

»Qulte low in the scalo of creation,”

commented Perry.
‘Quite hllh enough ro play the deuce
with us, though,” 1 repiled. “Now what
do you' supose. they Intend dong with
us?”

We were not long In learning.

As on the occasion of our trip to the
village, we were seized by a couple of tho
powerful creatures and whirled away
through the tree-tops, while about us and
n our wake raced a chattering, jibbering,
grinning horde of sleck, black ape-things.

Y bearers mis their foot-
ing, and my heart ceased beating as we
plunged toward Instant death among the
tangled dead wood beneath. But on both
occasions thosa  lithe, powerful _ tails
reached und  sustalning
branches, nor dtd eliter o0 the oremtaren
loosen thelr grasp upon me.
seemed that the Incidents were of no
greater moment to them than would be
the stubbing of one's toe at a street
crossing in world—they but
laughed uproariously and sped on with

me,
For some time they continued through
the forest—how long 1 could not guess,
for T was learning what was later borne
very forcefully to my mind, that time
ceases to be a factor the momen

to exist.

gone, und we were
stationary sun.  Al-

living beneath a
ready T was puzzled to compute the pe-
riod of time which had clapsed since we
broke through the crust of the inner

world. 1t might be houts,
be days—who in worl
whm It was always moon
e sun, no time had elapsed. But
my Tudgmment told e (At wo must hve
een several hours i thin strange world,
Presently the forest terminated and we
came out upon a level plain. A short dis-
tance before us rose a fow low, roc
hills, Toward these our captors urged
us, and after a short time led us through
A narrow pass into a tiny, elreular valley.
Here they got

or It might
coutd  tell

Roman holiday,
die for some other purpose.
The atuilute of eur captors altered im

medintely tered the natural arena
within llln H hills.  Their laughter
ceased.  Grim ferocity marked thelr
bestial faces; bared fangs menaced us
upon all side

wore placed In the centre of the
amphitheatre, he thousand creatures
forming a great ring about us. Then
wol an brough! Perry

I

theatre on to the great plan we saw a
caravan of men and women, human be-
ings like ourselves, and for the first time
hope and relief filled my heart, until I
could have cried out in the exuberance
of my happine:

It Ia true that they were a half-naked,
wild-appearing aggregation; but they at
least were fashioned along the same Tines |

called ft—and turned loose with u
tho circlo. The thing's body was s large
as that of a fullgrown mastiff, its legs
were short and powerful, und its jaws
broad and strong.

Dark. shagey hale covered its back and
sides, while its breast
aquite’ white.
presented a most formidable aspect with
its up-curled lips baring its mighty fangs.

v was on his knees, praying. 1
stooped and picked up a small stone. At
my movement the beast veered off a bit
and commenced circling us. Evidently it
had been a target for stones before,

The apethings were dancing up and
down, urging the brute on with savage
erfes, until at last, secing that 1 did not
throw, he charge

t Andover, and later at Yale, T had
pitched on winning ball teams. My speed
and control must both have been above
the ordinary, for 1 made such a record
during my " senfor year at college that
overtures were made me in behal

tightest pinch that had con.
fronted me in the past had never been
such need for control as now.

5 1 wound up for the delivery T held
my nerves and muscles under absolute
command, though the grinning jaws were
hurling toward me at terrific speed. And
then go. with every ounce of my
welght and muscle and sclence back of
that tone caught the
hyaenodon full upon the end of the nose,
and sent him bowling over upon his
back.

At the same Instant a_chorus of shrieks
and howl rosa from the circle of wpec:
tators, o that for a moment I thought
that the uxmnulng Of thelr champlon was
the cause, but in this I soon saw
an ralstaken, A8 1 looked the spe
things broke in all directions toward the
surrounding hills, and then I distin-
guished the real cause of their perturba-
tion,

Behind them, streaming through the
pass which leads Into the valley, cam

men—gorillalike crea-
tures armed with spears and hatchets,
and bearing long, oval shields. Like

devils they set on the ape-things, and be-
fore them the hyaenodon, which had now
regalned its senses and its feet, fled howl-
ing with fright. Past us swept the pur-
sued and the pursuers, nor did the haley

2 been emptied of 1ts

n they returned to us, and one who
seemed to have authority directed that
we be brought with them.

When we had passed out of the amphi-

was nothing grotesque |
oF Rorrible about them 45, the ‘piver crok:
tures we had met with In this strange,

weird world.

But as we came closer our hearts sank
once more, for we discovered that the
poor wretches were chained neck to neck
in & long line, and that the gorlila-men
were their gu.

th liile coremony Perry and 1 wero
chalned at the and of tha line, and the
interrupted march resumed.

CHAPTER 1V.
DIAN THE BEAUTIFUL,

0 THIS time the excitement had kept

us both up; but now the tiresome mo-
notony of this long march across the
sun-baked plain brought on all the agonies
consequent to long-denied sloep.

on o stumbled beneath that
hateful noonday sun. o fell, we were
prodded with & sharp spenr-noint,

Our companions in chains did not stum-
ble,  They ong proudly erect.
Occaslonaily they would exchange words

one another In a monosyllabic lan-

guage. They were a noble-appearing
race, with well-formed head and perfect
physiques.

men were heavily bearded, tall and
muscular. women smaller more
gracefully molded, with great masses of
raven halr caught Into loose knots upon
their neads. The

called even plain if judged by earthly
standards.

They wore no ornaments, but this T
later learned was due to the fact that
their captors had stripped them of every-
thing of value.

3 garmenture the women possessed a
single robe of some light-colored, spotted
hide, rather similar In appearance to a
leopard's . This they wore elther
supported entirely about the walst by a
leathern thong, so that it hung partinlly
below th> knee on one side, or possibly

men wore loin-cloths of the hide
of some shaggy beast, long ends of which
depended before and b
ground. In some s
were finlshed with the strong talons of
the beast from which the hide had been

Our guards, whom T have already de-
scribed as gorillalike men, were rather
lighter in build than a gorilla, but even
indeed

mighty ' creatures
were proportioned

stuffed specimens of the sorilla which I

had seen In the museums at
olr only redeeming featuro Iny in the
development of the head above and back
of the eara. In U sct they were not
one w man tha
were clothed in & sort of tuslo of
lehl cloth, which reached to o
Beneath this they wore only a loln cloth
while their feet
were shod with rather heavy sandals ap-
parently made of the thick hide of some
mammoth creature of this inner world.
eir arms and necks were encircled
by many ornaments of metal—s

They talked among themselves as they
marched along on either side of us, but
In @ language which I perceived dif-

ter they used what appeared to
langu nd which I later learned Is a
mnm:ehnther analogous to thy

time where time does not

Vhen our march commenced the sun
atood at nmm. when we halted
st} nf

marc] %
months of tho 10 years that 't "spent in the
inner world, or It may Bave been accom-
plished in a fraction of & second. I can:
not

ut ths 1 go know. that s
told e that
1 depas

ince you have
elapsed since
Fted from s eurm 1 have lost all

When from_our
sleep ich Tefreshed.  They
Kave us fﬂﬂd ﬂlrllu of dried meat fit

was, but it put new life nd strength into
that now we, t00, marched with

high-held heads, and took noble strides.
At least I did, for I was young and

Brouc; but poor Perry hated yelking,

On carth I nad often seen him

to t

now, and his ol

put my arm ot i ana it carried

hm threugh the balance of those fright-
ul marches.

'rm ruunl!y began to change ast,

wound up out ef the level Dh.ln

lnrnulh mighty mmmmn- of v
of the Towiands
wan replaced by hardier vegetation, but
even hero the effects of constant hent and
Iight were apparent In the immensity of
and the profusion of follage.
Crystal streams roared through thelr

ocky channels, fed the perpetual

enow, which we could see far above

boy apped  helghts hung
it wae these,

vidently served

the direct rays of the ever-present sun.
iy this time we had picked up a smat-
tering of the bastard language in which
our guards addressed us, as well as mak-
ini good hendway in the rather charming
tongue of our co-captives.
 of e n the chaln gang
ng wol “Three feet of chain
Jinked in togother In a forced companion.
#hip, which 1, at least, soon rejoiced in
nd her a willing teacher and
from her I learned the language of her
tribe, and much of the life and customs
of the inner world—at least of that part

Ugly One,” she answered, as though that
was explanation quite sufficlent.

(CONTINUED TOMORROW..
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CHAPTER lV—Conllnuatl
HO Ia Jubal the Ugly One?" I
Ub “And why did you run
away from him?"
She looked at me in lllrm'lll
“Why doea A woman run
mlnT‘ She answered my mlnatlon w||h
another.
"'.l'my do
,.,n.a “gometimes
the™she could not understand. Nor
eould 1 get her to grasp the fact that T
Hhe was quite as

not, where I come from," I
they run after

n kind and the world
o are many of the auter

WO gubal,” T inslsted. “Tell me about
i And Why you Tan nway to be chained
by the neck and scourged neross the face

".hlhnl ie Ugly One plnced his trophy
father's house. Tt wa
1t remained

they would have sluln . mightior beast

and thus have won me from Jubal. My
fathor I not Tmighty hunter. Once ho
hut a sadok tossed him, and never

in"had o tho full uso ot hia right

"y brother, Dacor the Strong Une, had
ne to the land of Sarl to steal o _mate
Thus there was none, father,
ve mo from Tubai
the Ugly One, and away and hid
Ahoone the hila that 'skirt the land o
Amoz.  And e these Sagoths found
mado me ca
What will they do with you?
“yhere are they taking us
ain she looked her incredulity,
can_almos t you are of
anothor world, “for otherwise
Do you

- asked.

)
she sald,

wﬂu or grows upon surface, or
ips burrows benenth, or swima
Sinm ita lakes and oconns,  or
through its air? Next you will be elling
me that you never before heard of the

T was loath to do it, and further Incur

& clean breast of my pitiful Ignorance as
to the mighty Mahars,

She was shocked. But she did her very
best to enlighten me, though much that

she sald was an Greek would have been
to _her.

St desoribed the Mahara lareely by
compariron. In 8 way they were Iike
Tinto thipdnes, in thAt o the Mairiens b

About all T glenned of them was that
they were quite hideous, had wings and
weh feet; lived in citles bullt beneath
the ground; could awim under water for
great dlat were very, very wise.

Rnnnlml v«!ra thelr weapon of of-
lenne and defense, and the races like hes
aelf were their hands and feet; they we
the slaves and servants who did all the
manual Inbor.

The Mahars were the heads—the brains—
world. 1 longed to see this
wondroun Fco of superman,

ry learned the language with me.
When we halted, A8 we seeRstonally 4id:
though sometimes the halts seamed agen

They ressmbled a whale with the hend of
an alligntor.
ad forgotten what little geology I
had studied at school—about all that re-
mained was an impression of horror that
the illustrations of restored prehistorie
monsatera hnd made updn me, and a well-
defined bellef that any man with a pig's
shank and a vivid fmagination could “re-
most any sort of paleolithlo mon-
ster he saw fit, and take rank as a firat-
clnqan nnlwmnmum
hen 1 saw these sleek, shiny car-
cnsmes uhxmmulng in the sunlight as they
emerged from the ocean, shaking their
glant heads; when 1 saw the waters roll
from thelr sinuous bodies in miniature
waterfalls as they glided hither and
thither, now upon the surface, now half
submerged; ns I saw them meet, open-
mouthed, ﬂlmu-nm and_snorting In thelr

apart, he would join n the
as would Ghak the Hllry One, he_who
of o chained just ahead of Dian the Beau-

Ahend of Ghak was Hooja the 8ly One.
e, too, entered the conversation occA-
slonally, Most of his remarks were di-
rected to Dian the Beautiful, It didn't
take hnll ae8 15 aes that he had de-
veloj b 0} but the girl appeared
tomly oblivious o his thinty veiled ad-

md 1 say thinly volled? There 18 a
race of men In New Zealand, or Australia,
1 have forgotten which, who indicate their
preference for the lady o. their affections
by banging her over the head with

m
cnlied thinly velled,
to blush violently, though 1 have known
freedom and llconse In less fashionable
places off Broadway and in Vienna and
Hambur)

But the girl! Sho was mnlnmcenl. 1t
was easy to see that she conaidered her-
self entirely above nnd apart from her
present surroundings and company.

“She talked with me and wuh Perry and
with the tacturn ause we were
respecttul, ane " comdn't
Hooja the Sly One, much less hear him,
and that made him furlous. He tried to

up ahead of
the fellow only poked him
and told him that he had selected the girl
for his own property—that he would buy
her from the Mahars as soon as they
runclml Phutra.
hutra, it scemed, was the city of our
deatinaticn
r paseing over the first chain of
\tains we skirted a salt sea, upon
wiuse  bosom  swam  countless horrid
things. Seal-like creatures there were,
with long necks stretching 10 and more
feot above their cnormous bodies and
whose snnke heads were split with gnp-
ing mouths bristling with countless fanga,
There were huge ortolses, too, paddiing
among these other reptiles, which Perry
sald were plesiosaurs of the Lias. I didn't
question his v v; they might have
been most anythin:
lan told me they were tandorazes, or
tandors of the sea, and that the other
and more fearsome reptiles which occa-
slonally, ross from the deep to do battle
with them were )
dyrythaePerry ealled them lchthyosnurs,

titanie
jued how Fltlie Ia man'e Boor, weak. i
ination by comparison: with' nature's. in-
credible genlus,
ife was absolutely flabber-
He mald a0 himself,

" he romarked, after
marched for a lon time belds that awtul

14 not belleva s
that it 18 (mpossible for man to belleve
such things as these unless he sces them
with his own eyes.

“We take things for granted, perhaps,
because we aro told them over and over
again, and have no way of dlsproving
them-—like religions, for example; but we
don't belleve HHUm) W6 only ShiEh wy doo
1f you ever get back to the outer world

you will find |hn the geologists and
Daleontoldgista Wil bo the firat 1o set you
down a liar, for they know that no such
creatures as they restore ever existed. It
all right to imagine them as exlating in

equally Imaginary epoch—but now?

oof

At the next hait Hooja the 8ly One
anaged to find enough slack chain to
permit him to worm himself back quite

n,
We were all standing, and as he edged
near the girl she turned her back upon
him In such a truly earthly feminine
manner that I could scarce repress a
wmile. But it was a short-lived smile, for
en the instant the Sly One's hand fell
upon the girl's bare arm, Jerking her
roughly toward him. -

T was not then familiar with the cus-
toma of foclal athics which prevall within
Pelluetdar, but even xo I did not need the

apponling ook which the girl shot at me
from her magnificent eyes to influence my
subsequent. act.

What the Sly One's intention was T
paused not ta Inauire; but, instead, befors
he could lay Hold of her with hiy other
hand T placea a rignt to the point of his
Jaw that felled him in his tracks.

oar of approval went up from those
of the other prisoners and the Sagoths
who had witnessed the brief
as 1
ploned the girl, he

them. astounding method by which 1 had
bested I

"And the girl? At first sho looked at me
with wide-wondering eyes, and then she
dropped her head, her face half averted,
and a delicate flush suffused her cheek.
For a moment she stood thus in silence,

then her nsd went hum and -m

nd
me as she had upon

Inm;d her back upon

Some of the prisoners laughed, and I
saw the face of Ghak the Hairy One go
very black as he looked at me search-
Ingly. And what T could sea of Dian's
cheek went suddeniyfrom red to white.

Immedintely after we had resumed the
march, and though 1 realized that in some
way I had offended Dian the Beautiful, [
could not prevail upon her to talk with
mo that I might learn whereln T hnd
erred. might quite as well have
beon addressing a aphynx. for all the at-
tention 1 got.

At last my toolish pride stepped in and

y ng any

further at-

whs cut
Theruﬂ" 1 confined my conversation
to Perry. Hoola did not renew his ad-
0 girl, nor did he again

Agaln the weary and apparently inter-
minable marching pecame n perfect night-
mare of horrors to me.

The more firmly fixed became the reall-
sation that ho girl's friandship had
meant 8o much to me the more I came to

miss It, and the more Impregnable tho
barrier of silly pride. But I wns very
youn, would not_nsk Ohnk for the
explanation which ure he could

la 3 T
give and that migfit Tave made. every-
thing all right again.

On the mlrrh or during halts, Dian re.
fused consistently to notice me. At las

Decame denmnu and determined o
swallow my self-esteem and agnin beg her
to tell me how I had offended and how 1
might make reparation.

1 made up my mind that I should do this
‘e wera approaching

winding across them through some h
flung pass, we entered a mighty natural
tunnel—a_series of lahyrinthian grottos,
dark as Erebus.

The guards had no torches or lights of
t, we had seen no

ground, yet I marve Velod that they had n
means of lighting their wag through these
dark lub!urrnnenn pa

So we crept along at a
with much “stumbling  and fnlung—ma
guards keeping a singsong chant

us, interspersed with certain
high notes which I found always indic
rough places and turn:

Halts were now more frequent, but I
aid not wish to speak to Dian until I
could see from the expression of her face
how she was recelving my apologles.

At last a faint glow ahead forewarned
us of the cnd of the tunnel, for which I
for ono was devoutly thankful.

n at a sudden turn we emerged Into
the full light of the noonday sun.

But with it came a sudden realization
of what meant to me a real catastrophe.

Dian was gone, and with her half &
dozen other prisonors.

CHAPTER V.
SLAVES.
HE guards, too, saw the escape of
Dian and the other prisoners, and the
ferocity of their rage was terriblo to be-
hotd.

Their awesome, hestial faces were con-
torted In the most diabolical expresslona
as they acrused ench other of responsi-
bility for he loss.

Finally chey fell upon us, beating us
with their spear shafts and hatchets.
They had already Killed two, and were
lkely to have finished the balance of us,
when thelr. leader finally put a stop to

1 thanked Heaven that Dian had not been
one of those left to endure
(CONTINUED TOMORROW.)
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CHAPTER V—Continued.
§ THE 12 prisoners who had been
chained nneud of me each alternate
ono had freed, commencing with
raa " Hooin wan gone. mained.
What could It mean? How had 1t been
‘accomplished?
The commander of the guards was ln-
vestigating. Soon he discovered tha
rde ocks which had held the Pechbanis
in place eftly picked.
Bt the "6 One,! mufmured Gha,
‘who was now next to me in line. “He
has taken the girl that you wmlld not.
pave” he continued, glancing af
“That I would not have?" " eriea.

He looked t me closely for a moment.
“I have doubted your story that you
are from another world,” he sald at last;
r grounds could

explained. Do you mean that you
:;n Know That you afended the Beautiful
P

o m\l know, Ghak,” T replied.
“Then shall T tell you. When a man
of Pellucidar Intervenes between another
n the other man would
belongs to the victor.

Had you taken her hand it would have
indicated_your desire to make her y
_mate, and had you raised her hand above

head and then dropped it, it would
have meant that you did not wish her for
& mate, and that you released her from
all obligations to you. By doing neithar

tako her as mate, or may take her honor-
ably, until he shall have overcome you
wmhn 3 nnd men do not choose slave-
eir matea—at least, not the
“men of Peltucidur.”
“I did not know, Ghak,” T cried.
did not know. Not for all Pellucldar
uld T have harmed Dian the Boﬂll(l(ul
y word, or look, or act of m 1 do
5t want hor aa Ty slave. T G0 met wane
Ber as my—"
But here I stopped. The vislon of that
sweet and Innocent face floated before me
the #0ft mists of Imagination, and
where T had on the second believed that
1 clung only to the memory of the gentle
friendship I had lost, yet now it seemed
that it would have been disloyalty to her
to have said that I did not want Dian the
Beautiful as my mate.
1 had not thought of her except as a
‘welcome friend In a strange, cruel world.
Even now I did not think that I loved

r.

lb.neve (Ghak must have read the truth

ore in my expression than in my words,

for p presently he lald his hand upon my
shoulder.

“Man of another world," he said, “I be-
Veve you. Lips may lie, but when the
rt speaks through the eyes It tells
only the truth. Your heart has spoken

o me. 1 know now that you meant no
affront to Dian the Beautiful,

““She I8 not of my tribe: but her mother
18 my sister. She doe or

Amoz to battle with us for our women—
the most beautitul women of Peuncm-r
s her father king of Amos

mr mother was daughter of the king of
Sarido wvhose power 1, his son, have
Buicce

'm-n Ia the daughter of kings, though
her father in no longer kin since the
sndok tossed him and Jubal the Ugly One
Wreated hie Kingahip from him. Because
of her linenge the wrong you did her was
greatly magnified In the eyes of al who
saw it She will Javer torgive ¥

1 asked Ghak if ras ot oome way
in which 1 could rom
s bonduz‘ and |nnm|n1 kg “had unwite

ngly

i

over ) nswered.
“M-my 1o Taise her mand avove her head
and drop It In the presence of others Is
Auffilent to release her: but how maw you
ever find her who are doomed to a life of
slavery yourself in the burled city of Phu-
tra?"

a there no escape?”’ I asked,
“Hooja the Sly One escapod an
the others with him,” replied Ghak. “But
there are no more darr piaces on the way
to Phutra, and once there it s not s
easy—the Mahars are very wl Even
it e secaped trom Fhutrs, thers are lhq

Tt was a cheerrul prospect. I nsked
Perey ‘what he thought abont It: bt he
only shrugged his shoulders and continued
a prayer he had been at some time.
He was wont to say that the only re-
deeming fenture of our, captivity was the
ample time it gave him for the Improvisi
tlon of pravers. It was becoming an ob-
m..non with him,

agoths had begun to take notice
of hin hanit of declaiming throughout en-

tire marches, asked
What he was saying—to whom he was
talking, The queation Rava me an lden,

a0 1 anawered quickly, before Porry could
sny anything.

“Do not interrupt him,” 1 sald. “He is
a very holy man In the world from which
we come.
which you cannot see. Do not Interrupt
him or they will spring out of the air
nd rend | vau Umb from limb
ward the great
o0t that. nont nim

3

stumbling backward
I took a long chance, T realtze; puat. 1t
we could make any capital out of Perry's
armiess mania, 1 wanted to make It
Wwhile the making was prime. 1t worked

splendidly.
with mlrked
of the journey, and then passed the word
along {0 their masters, the Mahars,

‘Two marches aiter this episode we came

to the city of Phutra. The entrance to
a4 by two lofty towers of
granite which guarded a flight of steps
leading to the buried eity.

a a here, as well as
at a_hundred or more pther towers scat-
tered ubout over a large plain,

we descended the broad stalrcase
which led to the main avenue of Phutra
I cnught my first sight of the dominant
race of the innc™ world,

Imvolunarity I shrank back as ome of
the creatures approached to inspect us.
A more hideous thing it would be im-
possible to fmagine.

The all-powerful Mahars of Pellucidar
are great reptiles, some six or elght fect
in length, with long, narrow heads and
great round eyes. Thelr beaklike mouths
nre lined with sharp, white fangs, and the
backs of their huge lizard bodies are ser-

U took |

-dimension, when they become apprectable
it

rated Into bony ridges from their necks
to_the end of their long tails.

Their feet are equipped with thres
webbed toes, while from the fore-feet

membranous wings, which are attached to
their bodies just in front of their hind
legs, protrude at an angle toward the
rear, ending with sharp points several
feet above their bodies.

1 glanced at Perry as the thing pansed
me 1o Inepect him. The

ing at the horrld_creature with  side,
Astonlshed eyes. When it passed on he

A rham)
fe,
enormons. The lnrkest remains we have
ever discovered have never Indicated a
d‘l“ Sreater than that attained by an or.

Ab we continued on through the main
avenue of Phutra we saw many thousunda

f these creatures coming and gof
Thelr daily. dulien. They paid hut little

horhynchus of the middle ofit-
he sald; 1

attention to us.
Phutra 13 lald out underground with a
regularity that Indicates remarkabie e

nses a
refioctorn tranamit the sunlight, softened
and diftused, to dispel what would other-

wite be Cimmerian darkness.  In " Ik
manner alr s introduced.

Perry and 1 were taken, with Ghal
H Inr" public hn\ldln v

oths who hnd forwed our guard ex-
Inined to 1 \lnhnrnn official the circum-
stances surrounding our capture.

The method of communication between
these two was remarkable In that no
spoken words ware exchanged. They em-
ploved a species of sign langunge.

As I was to learn later, the Mahars
have.no ears nor any spoken language.
Among themselves Lhey communicate ny

means of what Ty Ays must
;||xm ense Which ls Cognizant of a tourth

on.

T hever ald quite grasp him, though
he endeavored to explain It to me upon
numerous occaslons. I suggested telop-
athy, but he sald no, that it was not
telopathy, since they only com-
munieate when In each other's presence,
nor could they talk with the Sagoths or
the other inhabitants of Pellucidar by the
same method they used to converse with
one another,

“What they do,” sald Perry, “Is to
project their thoughts Into the fourth

g

S~
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o the sixth sense of thelr ‘listener.” Do

tied.
He shook his head in despalr and ro-
turned to his work. ad set us to
carrying a great aceurmulation’ of Mac
haran literatare. from  one apartment to

shelves. I sugges
were in the publie library of Phutra, but
later, as he commenced to discover the
key to thelr written language, he assurcd
me_that we wero handling the anclent
archives of the

Ghak, Perry and I often talked together
of possible escape: but the Sarian was
80 steeped In his lifelong belief that no
one could escape from the Mahars ex-
cept by a miracle that he was not much
ald to us. His attitude was of one who
wi acle e to him.

At my suggestion, Perry and T fash-
loned some swords of scraps of iron
which we discovered among
bish in the celly where we slept, for we
were permitted almost unrestrained free-
dom of action within the limits of the
bullding to which we had been assigned.
So great were the number of
walted upon the inhabitants of Phutra
that none of us wus apt to be overbur-

THE CHEERFUL Cﬁm/b
’ T love to work and conquer

thing
T love thls world of
roise and strife;

dened with work, or were our masters
unkind to us

We hid our new weapons beneath the
skins which formed our beds, and they
rury Concalved the idea of making bow
wa—weapons nnnnranlly unknown
within Pettuctdnr. me shields; but
thesa 1 found it enslor to steal from the
walls of the outer guardroom of the
bulding.

We had complated these arrangements
for our protection after leaving Phutra
when the Sagoths who had been sent to
recapture the es: llon!m returned
with four of them, ar "whom Hoola was
e Dian and two others hna eluded

n 0 hnuwnld that Hooja was con-

fined in o bullding with us. He
Tola Ghak that e had not seen Dian or
the others fter relensing them within
. What had become of
them he had not the faintest conception.
They might bo wandering yet, It not dead
from starvation.

1 was now still further apprehensive
A8 to the fate of Dian, and at this time,
1 tmagine, came the firat Tealization that
my aftection for
prompted by more than xrkml-hm Dur-

ing my waking hours she was constantly
the mubject of my thoughts, and when
slept her dear face haunted my dreams.
More than ever was I determined to es-
oape the Mahar

confided to the old man,
e T hive o searoh overy Inch, of this
diminutive world, going to find
Dian the tiful and rlnn the wrong
T unintentionally did her."

That was the excuse I made for Perry's

3
g
3

“Diminutive world!" he scoffed. *You
don't know what you are talking about,
my boy,” and then he showed me a map
of Pellucidar which he had recently dls-
cn\tud among the manuscript he was

oaki™ e crled, polnting to it, “Thia
In evidently water, and all this land. Do
you notice the general configuration of
ho two areas? Where the oceans are
upon the outer crust s land here. These
relativel areas of ocean follow the
general lines of the continents of the outer
world.

{'aVe know that the crust of the globe
18 five hundred miles In thicknes
the Inside diameter of Peilucidar muat ho |
seven thousand miles, and the superficial
are; more than one hundred
and sixty million square miles. Three-
fourths of this s land. Think of it! A
land area of one hundred and twenty-four
million square miles!

“Our own world contalns but fifty-three
million square miles of land, the balance

elng covercd by water.
often compare nations by
their relative land areas, so, if we com-
pare these two worlds 1 the same way,
we have the strange anomaly of a larger
world within a_smaller_ono!

“Where within vast Pellucidar would
you search for your Dian? Without
or moon or changing sun, how could you
find her, even though you knew where she
might be found

The proposition was a corker. Tt took
my breath away; but I found that it left
me all the more determined to attempt it

J1f Ghak will accompany us, wo may
be able to do it,"

T mm uut ana put

L “we . determined to
sxcape from ml. bondage. WIill you ac-

They wul ot lhe Lnipdara upon us
Il be k

take

Chance 1t 1 thought that 1 might posslbly

escape and return to my own people.”
““Could you find your way back to your

own land?" asked Pervy. “And could you

ald_David in his search for Dian?"
e

rsisted Perry, “could you
travel a strange country without heaven.
Iy _bodics or a compass to guide you?
Ghak didn't know what I"crry meant
by heavenly bodies or a co
e assured us that sou might biindfold
any man of Pellucidar ana. carry
Lo the farthermost corner of the world,
he would be able to come directly
m Dl own home again by the:shortest

i ry— surprised to think that we
found anything wonderful in it. Perry
sajd it musth

breeds of e-rmly plgoons. T didn't Know,
of e it gave me an ide

‘“Then Dian nould have found n-r way
directly to her own people?”’ T as

“Surely," unlled Ghak: “unless some
mighty of prey killed her before
she cos ' hor Journe:
ing the attempted
cape at o t both Perry and Ghak
e wlmn‘ for some propitious
accident which would insure us some
small degree of success. 1 didn't
what accident could berall & whole com
munity in & land of perpatual dl)’lllnl
where m- tnhabitants had no fixe
of sl

‘Why. 1 am sure that some of the Ma

long intervals, crawl into the dark re-
gesses bensath thelr dwaling and cur) up
in protracted slumber.

a M

3

long year's ancoss.
y be all true, but I never saw

but thres of them ameep: and it was. the

ching about far below
the_lavels that We Slaves were Suppo
to frequent—pogsibly 50 feet beneath the
main foor of the bullding—among a net-

f corridors and apartments, when

1 came Fuddenty upon thres Mahars curied
up tison ki

Uit T thought (hat they were dead,

bn' Jater, thelr regular breathing con-

vinced m

Like

ought came to
marvelous qummuy these sleepr
Ing reptiles offered as n means of eluding
e watchfulness of our captors and the
Sagoth guards,
CHAPTER VI.

THE BEOINNING OF HORRORS.
ASTENING back to Perry where he
pored over a musty plle of, to me,
menningless hieroglyphics, T exolained my
plan to him. To my surprise he was hor-

“It would ba murder, Davidr he cried
“Murder to kil a reptilian monster?" I

of monsters, David,"
he replied, “Hera they are the dominant
‘monsters'—the lower
In Pellucidar evolution has pro-
greased along different lines than upon
the outer eart

“There terrible convulsions of nature
time and time again wiped out the existing
species; but for this fact some monster of
the Saurozole epoch might rule today upon
our own world. Wa see here what might
well have occurred in our own history had
gonditions Been what they have "been

re.

“Life within Pellucldar s far younger
than upon the outer crust. Here man has
reached a stage analogous to the stone

countless millions of ye
Bave been progressing. - Dossibly It 1 the
sixth sense which T am sure they possess
that has given them an advantage over the
other and more frightfuly armed of thelr
fellows; but this we may never know.
“They look upon u

the beasts of our felds, and T learn from
thelr written records

. o keep cattle. They
breed them most carefully, And whe they
are quite fat they kill and eat

;. nhlmd red.

“What s there horrible about |It,
DAviaE the ol man asked.  “They un:
derstand us no better than we understand
the lower animals of our own world. Why,
T have come across here very learned dis-
cussions of the question as to whether
gilaks—that ls, men—have any means of
communication.

“One writer claims that we do not even

mon converse among themselves, or rea:
s @ we do not converse as they
do, It is beyond them to imagine that
wa converse at all. It 15 thus that we
reason In relation to the brutes of our own

“They know that the Sagoths have a
spoken lnnguage, but yet they cannot com-
prehend it or how it manifests itself, since

y have no auditory apparatus.  They
believe that the motlons of the lips alone
convey the meaning. That the Saj
can_communicate with us s incompre-
hensible to the

“Yon, Duvide he coneluded; “It w
¥ to carry out your mian.
Very well then, Perry.” 1 replied.

1a

10 go over the plan agaln
most carefully, and for some reason which
was not at the time clear to me, Insisted
upon a very careful description of the
apartments and corridors [ had just
explore
wonder, David," he safd at length,
“if, as you are determined to carry out

our wild scheme, {f we could not accom-

plish something of very real and lasting
benefit for the human race of Pellucidar
at the same time. Listen. T have learned
much of & most aurnrising nature from
these archives of the Mahars. That you
may appreclate my plan, [ shall briefly
outline the history of the race.

“Once the males were all powerful; but
ages ago the fomales. little by ltdle, as
sumed the mastery. ~ For other ages no
noticeable change took place In the race of

Mahars. Tt continued to progress under
the intelligent and beneflcent rula of the
wome:

"Sclonca took vast strides.  This
espectally true of the sclences which we

now as biology and eugenics. Finally a
certain female sclentist announced the
fact that she had discovered a method
whereby eggs might be fertilized by chem-
leal means after they were laid; all true
reptiles, you know, are hatched from eggs.

“What happened?  immediately the
necessity for males ceased t —the
race was no longer dependent upon them.
More ages elapsed, until
time we find a race consisting exclusively
of females.

e s the point. The secret of

ars in the of
Phutra; and unless I am greatly in error,
from your description of the

vaults through which [

that it lles hidden in the cellar of this
building.

“For two reasons they hide it away and
guard it jealously. First, because upon It
depandu the very Iffe of the race of
nd socond. owing fo tho fact that
Whet It ‘was public property. e ac Ars
Ty wore expocirenting with it that the
danger of overpopulation became very
grave.
avid, if we can escape, and at the
same time take with us this great secret,
what will we not have accomplished for
the human Tace within Pellucidar.”

Only the Sagoths woul
we bsolute supremi
was not ure but that the S
omaaSh thele pawar o, the. Srenter Tacat
gence of the Mahars; I could not belleve
that the gorilla-like beasts were the mental
superiors of the human race of Pellucidar,

CONTINUED TOMORROW,
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CHAPTER Vi (Continuea).

11y, Porry,” T exclaimed, “you and

1 may reciaim a whole world.

. we can lead the races of men out of
g:h;:ykneu nl Ignnrm\ca into the light of
ep

Bagoth of the dalnrhmml that had
pursued and overtaken t

At the Intelligence my n eart sprang
to my throat,

Ghak thought so, too, as ma rry.

“1s thers naught that we may de to
save her?™ I asked Ghak.

“Naught," he rcnuorl.

Along tha crowded avenus we marched,
the guards showing unusual cmel(y 1]

ard us, as the we, too,

Tmpileated In the muraer of Thelr mlow
The occasion was to serve as an object
leason to all other slaves of the danger
and futllity of attempted escape, and

he fatal consequences of taking the iife
o superior belng: and #0 I imi
the Sagoths felt amply justified In mak-
Ing the entire proceeding as uncomfort
abie and painful to us as ymax ble.

‘They jabbed us with pears, and
atruck at us with thetr hatcheta At the
lenat proyocation, and at 1o pravoeation

at all. most uncomfortable
BRIt hour that wa apent bofors we were

nally herded through a low entrance
into a huge bullding, the contre of which
was glv 0 n large arena. Renches

may arey Them from ihe age of stone
e twentloth century. It's marvelous—
-nmmmy ‘marvelous just to think about

obavid.® sald the old man. “T belle
et it here for Just that pur.
It

hem His
Jight of His merey while we are tralning
it hearts and liands in the ways of cul-

and civilization.”

You are right, Perry.’ 1 “and
while you are teaching them to pray I'll
Be teaching them to flght, and, betieen

men that will be

sald;

v\em o excited Wbout. Derry thought

e had tell him too much, and

M !xplnllmd that 1 had a plan
escape.

T hen’ i had outlined It to him, he

geemed ahout as horror-stricken as Perry
had been, but for a different reason. Th
Hairy One only considered the horrible
fate that would be ours were we discov-
ared; but at inst 1 prevalled upon him to
ccent 1 had assured
M hhat'T Wouid take ail the Tesponsibil:
ity were we captured, he accorded
reluctant assent.

Within Pellucidar one time Is ns good
another. There were no nights to
mask pur attempted escape. Al must
be done in broad daylight—all but the
work I had to do in the apartment be-
neath the building.

So we determined -tn put our plan to
an Immediate test lest the Mahars who
made it possible should awake before
I reache o wero doomed
to disappointment, for no sooner had
floor of the Wullatng
the pits beneath than we
encountered hurrying bands of slaves be-
ing hastened under strong Sagoth guard
out of the edifice to the avenue beyond.

Other Sagoths were darting hither and
thither in search of other slaves, and
the moment that We appe wo were
pounced upon and hustled into the line of
marching humana.

What the purposo or nature of the
general _exodus we, did not know, but
presently through the line of captives

ran the rumor that two escaped slaves
had been recaptured—a man woman
—and that we were marching to witness
their punishment, for the man had killed

s open space upon three
sides, and along the fourth were heaped
huge boulders which rose In receding
tlers toward the roof.

At first T couldn’t make out the pur-
pose of this mighty pile of rock, unless
it wero intended ns a rougl d ple-
turesque background for the scenes which
were enncted In the arena before it; but
presently, after the wooden benches
been pretty well filled by slaves 'and
Sagoths, I discovered the purpose of the
boulders: for then the Mahnrs com=
menced to file into the inclosure,

They marched directly across the arena
toward the rocks upon the opposite side,
where, spreading their batlike wings, they
rose above the high wall of the pit, set-
tling down upon oulders  above.
These were the reserved seats, the boxes

of the elec

Here they lolled, blinking their hideous
eyes, and doubtless conversing with one
another In their - sixth-sonse-fourthedls
mension language.

For the first time T beheld thelr queen.

She differed from the others In no
feature that was appreciable to my earth-

after the balance of her female subjects
had found thelr boulders, she was pre.
ceded by a score of huge Sagoths, the
largest 1 had ever seen: and on sither
side of her waddled a huge thipdar, while
behind came another acore of Sagoth
guardsmen.

t the barrler the Sagoths clambered
up the steep side with truly apelike agil-
ity, while behind them the haughty queen
rose upon her wings, with her two fright-
ful dragons close heside her, and settled
down upon the largest boulder of them
all, in the exact centre of that side of
the amphitheatre ch i reserved
the dominant race.

Tere sho squatted, a
uninteresting aueen;
quite as well assured of her beauty and
divine right to rule as the proudest
monarch of the outer world.

And then the music started—music with-
out sound! The Mahars cannot hear, #o
the drums and fifes and horns of earthly
bands are unknown among them. The
“band” consists of a score or more
Mahars, 1t filed out in the centre of
the arena, where the creatures upon the
socks might sco It. and theto It performed
for 15 or 20 mi

et tochmiain.

most repulsive and
though  doubtless

“consisted In waving

thelr talla and moving thelr heads fn a

RUIAF succession of mensured move-
menta, & In A cadence which evi-
dently plensed the eye of the Mahar na
the cadence of our own Instrumental
musie pleases our ears.

Sometimes the hand took mensured stog
In unison to one side or the
again forward;
And meaningless to

Indications of enthusiasm that I had seen
displayed by the dominant race of Pel-

'l'h!y beat their great wings up and
and smote thelr rocky perches

wm- thelr mighty talla until the ground
00k, Then the band started another
nloce. And all war again as silent as the

“"That was one great beauty about Mahar
music. 1t you didn‘t happen to 1ike a
plece that wan being played, all you had
to do was to shut your eyes.

When tho band had & exhausted ~its

repertory It took wing and settled upon
rocks above and behind the queen. Then
the business of the day was on.

woman wers pushed Into
the arena by a couple of Sagoth guards-

men,

I leaned far forward in my seat to
scrutinize the female—hoping againat
hope that she might prove to be another
than Dian the Beautiful.

halr piled high upon her head flled mo
with alarm.

Prosently a door in one side of the arena
wall waa opened to admit o huge, shaggy,

bull-ltke creat
“A bos." whispered Perry exoltedly
“His kind roamed the outer crust with
the cave benr and the mammoth ages
and nages ago. ave been carrled
back a million years, David, to the child-
hood of a planet. Ts It not wondrous?"
But I saw only the raven halr of a half-
naked girl, and my heart stood still in
dumb misery at the sight of her, nor had
I any eyes for the wonders of natural

history.

But for Perry and Ghak, T should
have leaped to he floor of the arenn
and shared what.ver fate lay in store
for thls beauty of the Stone ]

With the advent of bos—they call
the thing a thag within Pellucldar—two
=pears were tossed [nto the arena at the
feet of the prisoners. It seemed to me
that a bean-shooter would have been as
effective against the mighty monster as
these pitiful weapons.

As the animal approached the two, bel-
lowing and pawing the ground with the
rength of many earthly bulls, another
door directly beneath us was opened, and
from It Issued the most terrific roar that
had even fallen upon my outraged ears.

T could not at first see the beast from
which emanated this fearsome challenge,
but the sound had the effect of bringing
the two victims round with a sudden
start, and then I saw the girl's face. She
was not Dian!

CHAPTER VII,
FREEDOM.
ND now, as the two stood frozen In
terror, I saw the author of that
arsomo sound creeping steadily into
view. It was a huge tiger—such as hunted
the great bos through the jungles
primeval when the world was young.
n_contour and markings It was not
unlike the noblest of the Bengals of our
own world, but ms its dimensions were
exaggerated to colossal proportions, so,
too, were its colorings exaggerated. Its

AT THE EARTHS (CORE

VIVIA yellows fairly screamed aloud:
whites were ns elderdown; Its blac|
glossy as the finest anthracite coal, and
ita cont long and shagey as & mountain

“Fhat it & benutitul animal there I8
n &ainsaying. but if It size and colors
e horo Within Pellucldar, 80
18, the ferocity 'of ta disposition
18 not tne occastonnl member of its
species that I8 n man-hunter—all are man-
hunters; but not confine their
foraging to man alone, ore 18 1o
flesh s ‘Within Tliuciaar that they
Wil _not eat with relish In the constant
efforts which they make to furnish their
huge carcassos with sufcient sustenance
to maintain thelr mighty t
one alda of tho doomed palr the

thag bellowed and advanced, and upon
he other, tarag, the frightful, crept
gaping mouth and

with
n,

o man selxed up the apears, handing
one of them to the woma
S0tind of the Fonrink of the tiger o' wull's
bellowing became
rageful noise. Never In
heard such
brutes made, and to think it was all lost
upon the hideous reptiles for whom the
show was b aged!

‘The thag was charging now from one
slde and the tarag from the other. The
two puny things standing between them

seemed nlrendy lost, but at the very
moment that the bheasts seemed upon
them 1 ped his companton by

together they leaped to
one side, while the frenzied creatures
came together Iike locomotives In col-

Hsfon.

There ensued a battle royal which for
sustained and frighttul feroelty trans-
cends the power of Imngination or
description.

Time and again the colossal bull tossed
the enormous tiger high Into the air,
but each time that the huge cat touched
the ground he returned to the encounter
with apparently undiminished strength
and seemingly Increased ire.

For a while the man and woman busied
themselves only with keeping out of the
way of the two creatures, but finally I
faw  them separate and each cree
stealthily toward one of the combatants.

“while ita
talons ripped the heavy hide Into shreds

‘or @ moment the mm stood bellowing
and quivering with its
cloven hoofs v\ldo»spnnd, n- tail lashing
viclously from side nd then, in
2/ mad orsy of bucking, It went careening
about the arena in a frensied attempt to
unseat its rending ride
ienity that tha gin wvolded the Tat
mad ruah of the wounded animal,

Al ta ciforts to +id Jtself of the tiger
seemed futile, until In desperation it
threw itself upon the ground, rolling over
and over. A littlo of this ro disconcerted
the tiger, knocking its breath from It,
1 imagine, that it lost Its hold, and then,
quick as a cat, the great thag was up
again and had buried those mighty horns
deep In the tarag's abdomen, pinning him
to the floor of the arena.

T clawed at the shagsy
head until e e gone and
Daughe bult & fow Btrips of FakEed, bloody
flesh remained
through all the agony of that tonrtul
punishment the thag still stood motion-
less, pinning down his advel and
then the man leaped in, seelng that the
blind bull would he the least formidable
enemy, “and_ ran hln “pear. through the
tarag's hea

Ao the aptimal's flerce clawing ooased
the bull ralsed his gory, sightless head
and, with a horrid roar, ran headlong
across the arena.

With great leaps and bounds he cam
stralght toward the arena wall directly
beneath where we sat, and then accident
carrled him, in one of his mighty springs,
completely over the barrier, “Into the
midst of the slaves and Sagoths just in
front of u
Winginik his bloody Norna from side to
side, the beast cut a wide swath before
aight upward toward our seats,
Thetore nim siaves and gorilia-men fought
in mad stampes cscape the menace
of the creature's death agonles, for sucl
ouly could that frightful charge have

been.
Forgettul of us, our guards joined In
the general rush for the exits, many of
which pierced the wall of the amphi-
theatre behind us.
-y, Ghak, and 1 bacame separated
fn the chaos which relgned for a few
moments after the beast cleared the wall
f the arena, each Intent upon saving
his own
1 ran to the right, pagsing several exits
choked with the fear-mnd mob
battling  to )
thought that an entive herd of thags was
loose behind them, rather than a single,
blinded, bt such s the
effect of
CONTINUED TOMORROW.
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CHAPTER VII—(Continued).
NCE out of the direct path of the ani-
mal, tear of it left me, but lnnn\er

s quickly gripped me—ho
ﬂt‘":‘l!:“ at ne demoralized condition of
the-guands made possible for the instant.
thought of Perry, and but for the
that T might better encompazs hia
{ myslf free. T should Have put
ht of (reedom trom me at enca,
B “mg 1 Hastened on toward the rizht,

Jenrening for nn oxit towar

Hakothe wore fleeini, and at Tnst 1 fou
Jt—a low, narrow aperture leading into
a dark corridor.

Without thought of the possibie con-

seauences, 1 darted into tho shadows of
the tunnel, eeling my way along through
e Kloom"for same dtstance. The holses
of the amphitheatre had &rown fainter
and fainter, until now all was as silent
he tomb about me,
“eaint Jight filtcred from a
occasional ventilating and lig
but It was scarce sufficient to erable m:
B avon 1o cope with the darkners,
and wo 1 was foreed to move with extremo
care, fecling my

Er
a3

vo through
shting mhen.

B step by |
sten, with ' hand upon_ the el et

Mo the light increased, and n
moment later, to my delight, I came upon
A Mizht of steps leading upward, at the

top of which the brilllant light of the
¢ sun shone through an opening in

oo Grodnd,
Cautiously I crept up the stalirway to
the tunnel's end
the plain o
The numerous lofty, granite towers which
mark the several entrances to the sub-
ferrancan city were all in front of me—
Dehind. the plain stretched level
unbroken to the nearby foot-hills.

1 had come to the surface, then, beyond
tpe city, and co my chances for escape
seemed much enhanced.

\ly ﬂnl Impull«- was to await darkness
pting to cross the plain, 8o
ﬂerp!) Implnnlctl are habits of thought;

t a sudden I recollected the per-
petual noonday brllllnl\ne which envelops
Pellucidar, an mile 1 stepped

into’ the daylight.

and

varying colors that twinkle In the green
foliage to add still -nothcr charm to the
weird yet lovely landscap
Bt ‘hen ihe only. dupect which at-
tracted me wan the distant hills, in which
I hoped sanctuary, i
hasténed on, trampling lhn m;rknd benu-
\Ales, beneath my hurryin
Perry says that the rorcc of gravity is
less upon the surface of the Inner World
than upon that of the outer. ex-
plained it all to me once, but I was never
particularly brilliant in such matters, and
#0 most of it has escaped me.
As 1 recall it, the difterence f due In
art to the counter-ati of
that portion of the earth's crust directly
Dpxmullu the spot upon the face of Pelluci-
at which one's calculations are being
n(‘lev

. it always seemed to
me that I moved with greater speed and
sgllity within Pellucidar than upon the
outcr surface; there was a certain airy
lightness of step that was most pleasing,
and & feeling of bodlly detacnment which
1 can only compare with that occasionally
experlenced in the dreams of most of us.
And as I crosved Phutra's flower-be-
spangled plain that time I seemed

Be that as it ma;

much to actuality I am sure I do not
know.

‘The more I thought of Perry the less
pleasure 1 took in my new-found freedom.
There could be no liberty for me within
Pellucidar unless the old man shared It
with me, and only the hope that I might
find some way to encompass his release
kept me from turning vack to Phutra.

Just how I was to help Perry I could
scarce imagine, but I hoped that some
fortuitous circumstance might solve the

t was quite evident,

tle less than a miracle

could aid me; for what could I accomplish

in tuls strange world, naked and un-
ed?

n ven doubtful that I could retrace
eps to Phutra should 1 once pass
Bevond view of the plain; and even were
that possible, what aid could I bring to
'erty, no matter how far I wandered?
The case looked more and more hopeless
tho longer 1 viewed it; yet with a stub.
born persistency I forged ahead toward
the foothills. Behind me no sign of p
sult developed; before me I saw no living
ng. It was as though I moved through
» dead and !nrl'oll  worid
have no idea, & it
took ma o n.eh m umn n( me plnn.
bul at othills, foll

mnunlalnl Beside me frolicked a laugh-

Ing brooklet, hureying upon ite nolsy way
down to the silent
/T its ‘quiet pools I discovered man
pound

small fish—of four or fve welght,
1 should imag arance, except
a5 to size and color, they were mot unlike
the whale of our se; As I watchied them
nhylnl about 1 dis ot only that

they muckled their youn, but that at ine
lervals they rose to the surface to breathe,

t lichen which grew

upon the rocks just above the water line.
It was this last habit that gave me the
o1portunity 1 craved to capture one of
these herbivorous cetaceans—that is what

rouching beside the brook, I waited
untll one of the diminutive purple whales
Tcse o nibble at the long grasses which
Cverhung the water, and then, like the
mu of prey that man really is, I sprang
usbu my victim, appeasing my hunger
while he yat wriggled to escape.

Then | drank from r pool and,
#fter washing my n.ndl and face, con-
bnued my fight

Abowe (he mource of the brook I en-

n‘mu(rred # rugged clim
of & long ridgs.
clivity (6 the shore’
553, uvon the quist surtace of which
eeveral h.wmul Lalanda. b
® view vmlu in the ex
wes

b o the summit

s & steep de-
the shore ol o placid, taiand

the very aspect of which seemed to offer a
aven of peace and security,

The gently sloping heach along whioh
1 walked was witl
strangely shaped,
empty, othera

silent shores Sf the antediluvian seas o
the oute

An' T walked 1 could not but cimpars
myselt with the first man of that other
world, s complete the solitude which sur-
rounded me. 4o primal and untouched the
viIrgin wonders and beavties of adolescant
nature. I felt my elf & second Adan)
wending my lonely way through the ~hild:
Hood of A world, searehing for my Fve,
and at the thought there rose befory my
mind'a eye the exquisite outlines of a per
fect face furmounted by a loose plle
wondrous rave

An'T wailted my eyes wero bent upon
the beach, #o that it was not until 1 had
come quite upon it that 1 discovered that
which shattered all my beautifal dream
of solitude and safety and peace and pri-
mal overlordship.

The thing was a hollowed log drawn up
upon the cands and fn the bottom of it
1ay a crude padale,

The rude shock of awakening to what
might doubtless prove some new form of
danger was still upon me when 1 heard
o ratding of loose stones from the dlrze-
ton of the biufi, nna
that
Jistind at. copper-colored man,
Funning ravidly towara me.

There was that in the haste with which
| ho_came which scemed fliciently
| menacing, so that 1 did not need the added
v\'ldﬂwu of brandishing sear gnd scowl
that T was in no safe
pn-xunn. but “mnu»r to flee was, indeed,
& momentous question,

“The apeed of the fellow seemed to pre-
clude the possibility of cseaping him upon
the open beach, Thero was but a single
alternative—the ruds skiff—and with a
colerity which equaled his 1 pushed th
| thing into the sea, and as it floated gave
a final shove and clambered in over the
ond,

A cry of rage rose from the owner of
the primitive craft. ana an instant later

his heavy, stone-tipped spear grazed my
shoulder and burled itsalf In the bow of
the boat beyond. Then 1 grasped the

paddle, and with faverish haste urged the
awkward, wabbly thing out upon the sur-
face of the rea

A glance over my shoulder showed me
that the copper-colored one had plunged in
after me and was swimming rapldly in
pursuit.

His mighty strokies bade fair to close up
the distance between us in short order, for
at best 1 could muke but slow progress
with my unfamiliar craft, w nosed
stubbonly in every direction but that
which T deaired to follow, so that fully
alf my energy was oxpended in turning
ita blunt prow back into the course,

1 had covered some hundred yards trom
shors when it becamo avidant that my pur.
grasp the stern of the skift
Within tho next half dosen ntrokes. In &
febnzy of desnair I bent to (hat ancestor
of all paddles fn a hopeless effort to es-
cape, and still the copper glant behind me
gained and gained.

Al wyd’ reaciing upward Tor tha
stern when 1 teek, sinuous body
shoot, from the opthe below.  The man

too, and the lnok of terror that

for the fear of certaln death was In his
Inok.

And_then nhnnl him. cofled the great,
slimy folds of a hideous monster of that
rehistoric d.»ul»—a mighty serpent of the
en, with fanged Jaws and darting forked
tongue, with bulging cyes and bony pro-
tuberances upon head and  snout tnat
formed short, stout horns,

As 1 looked al that honeless struggle
my eyes met those of the doomed m:
and I could have aworn that in iiix I saw
Lan_expression of hopeless appe

But whether r not, there awept
through me « sudden compassion for th
fellow. ~ He was Indoed n brothor man,
and that he might have killed me with
pleasure was forgotten
in the extremity of his danser.

Unconsclously T had ceased paddling as
the serpent rose to cngage my pursuer,
20 now the skift stll drifted closo besids
the t

‘monater seemed to ba but playing
with hin vietim betore ho closod his wafuy
Jaws upon him and dragzed him down to
his dark den bencath the surface to de-
vour

 huge, snakelike hods colled and un-
(\I|N] about Ita prey. The hideous, gap-
Jaws snapped in the vietim's face.
e ‘forked tohe, Nghiningiike, Tan in
and out upon the copper skin.

Nol iant battled for his life,
venting with stonehatchot against
the bony armor that covered that fright-
ful enrcass, but for all the damage he f-
ficted ho might as well have struck with
his opon

Aeinne T eBitd endure 1t no tonger to
uit supinely by while n fellow man wa
dragged down to a horrible death by ||ml
Fepuimiv. ceptile. " mbedded In' the pro
of the kIR Ty the spedr that lind been
cast after me by he whom I suddenly
desired to save.

V' wrench [ tore it loose and,
standing upright in the wabbly log, droye

3 (he strenkth of my two arm.
atralght into the gaping jaws of the hy-
drophidian,

With = loud hise the crenture aban-
doned its prey to turn upon me, but the
apear, embedded in its throat, prevented
it from selzing me, though It came near
o overturning the sKIE in ita mad efforts
to_renc

"The  borigine, npparently_ uninjured,
climbed quickly Into the skiff and, seiz-
Mg the spear with me, helped to hold
off the infuriated creature. Bl rom

the waunded foptile wan now crimson
the waters about us, and soon, from
waakenint stroiles, It beoario evident
that 1 had inflictod & denth wound upon
. Presently its offorts to reach us ceased
entiraly, and with o fow convulslive move-
menta it turned upon its back, auite dead,
And then thers came a_ sudden
realization of the predicament in which
ad placed myse vns entirely with-
In the power of the snvage man whose
SN T had stole
St clinging to (o spear, I looked into
1 him scrutinizing me in-
Tontis, and there. we ateod OF Beme. sey-
eral minutes, each clinging tenaclously to
the weapon iho while we gazed in stupld
wonderment at one another
What was in his mind 1 do not know,
but ' my own was merely the question
s to how soon the fellow would recom-
meince hostilitie:
CHAPTER VIIT
THE MAHAR TEMPLE.
RESENTLY he spoke to me, but in
a tongue which 1 was unable to trans-

late.

I shook my head In an effort to indl-
cate my Ignorance of his language, at
tho eume time nddreseing him ‘in_the
Iastard tongue that the Sagoths use to
erse with the human slaves of the

Mahars.

“To my delight he understood and an-
swered me i the same

“What do you want of my spear?’ he

een

you from running it
replied.

O woula mot o um * he sald, “for you
have dust maved m
With e velenasd.in hold upon it

and mummd down In the bottom of the

i

“Who are you?" he continued. “From
what country do you come’

. too. mat down. Inying tho spear be-
,"and tried to expiain how T came
to Pellucidar and wherefrom; but It was
as fmpossible for him to grasp or belleve
the strange tale I told him as I fear It Is
for you upon the outer crust to believe in
the existence of the inner world,

To him it seemed ridiculous to imagine
that there w
his feet peopled b
sol he_lnughed uproariously ~tho
more he thought upon

Tut it was ever thus,

ween u:

" hat which s

nevel within the acope of our really
itifully vorld experience cannot
be—our finite minds cannot grasp that
which may not exist In accordance with

thé conditions which obtain nbout us upon

the outside of the inslgnificant grain of

dust which wends its tiny

the voulders of th

molst dirt wo wo proudly eall tho earth.
ave it up and asked him about

nimaele” He suld he was a Meop, and
that his name was
are  the \Ielnps," 1 asked.
"\th‘e do they liv
o looked af
By mght. indeed balleve ‘that you were
from another world,” he sald, “for who
of Pellucidar could be so ignorant? The

Mezops live upon the ialands of the scas.

“In so far as I have ever heard, no Me-
zop lives elsewhere, and
Mezops dwell

s sea and those near by It 1
true that only people of my race inhabit

the Islands,
(CONTINUED MONDAY.)
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TA::H fshermen, though wo be

great hunters as well, often going to

.._nl-na in search of the game that is

all but the larger felands. And

e trlors aa well” he added proud-

Sagoths of the Mahars

|0 are
| -s-nnm

! flucidar wap youn, the
0‘” b :‘ to capture us for

‘ma
Luas at Inat they learn
“"lﬁr to leave us alone.

me the time that the Mahars
indolent even to catoh their
r amusement, and then
supply thelr wants,

\uﬁ
,‘.." of heir religiou
ey have bullded there with our as-
ve among ua you will doubt-
,,:'.’.';" v manger ot thelr worshin,
Yhl irango indeed, and, most un
Jmnt for the poor ‘Haves thoy bring
e '-:Ilm Liad an -xullllmlow;(r-
wect him more closel
ity b o, standing, 1 should
+ alx or foven inches, well de-
ﬂ of a cODD!IX Pl': “nl,lls:lka
| wn North Ame! ndinn,
=‘.’.mﬁ'| “features dissimilar to theirs.
o had th muuln- nose found
any of the hig] ribes, .m- prominent
{ébaakbones and Biack hair and eye

dsome ‘creature, and he

ago wo were compelied to us

During_our conversation J ken

o pade and propaling the kit
st tof

iy some half mile from the

e ‘?..22"th skill with which he han-
o i crude and awkward cratt clicited
By dsepest admiration, sinco it had be
s ime beforo that T had mado
i work of It

"\ wo touched the pretty, lovel beach,
It lesped out and 1 followed him. To-
fier wo drageed tho skift far up Into
{5 bushes that grese beyond tho sa

"“We must hide our canoes,” elvlnlnnd
Ja, “{or the Mezopa of Luana are alw
#'var with s and would steal thom 1t
they found them.”

O hodded toward an island further out

‘s and at to great a distanco that it
med but & blur hanging tn the distant
a7 oo upmard curve of the surfaco of

impossible to the surprised eyes of the

nmn y.
To see land and water curving upward
fn the distance until it seemed to stand

on edge where 1t melted Into the distant
ﬁy. and to feel lhll seas and mountains

suspended directly above one's head
Toqured such a complete roversal
the perapctive and - reasoning facultis
25 almost to stupefy o
Na sooner had we nldden the canoe than

ter
W all primitive folki. There was, however,
one pm.lllilrlly about this Mezop trail
which I was later to find distingulshed

1 lrom l“ other trafls u!
‘within without the 0 .. e
1t would run_on piain. and and
well dafined o ond suddenty in e mint
of a tangle of matted fungle, them
would turn directly back In his tracks
for a little distance, spring Into a tree,
Gimb hrough It to the cther ais, drnl;
on to a fallen log, leap
Once more alighting upnn n ﬂl!llnl‘l lr-ll,
he would follow it back for a short dis-
tance, only to turn directly about and
trace his steps, until after a mile or

spoor, to
tako up the broken thread of tha trail
yond.

As the purpose of this remarkable
avenue dawned upon me I could not but
admire the native shrewdness of the
anclent progenitor of the Mezops who hit
upon this novel plan to throw his enemies
from his track and delay or thwart them
in their attempts to follow him to his

o
g

To you of the outer earth it might
seem n slow and tortuous method of
traveling through the jungle, but were
you of Pellucidar you would realize that
time Is no factor where time does not
oxist.
ubyrlnth!no are the windings of
arled the connecting links
and the ¢ distancen whioh one must retrace
one's steps from the paths' ends to find

8o
these ti
d

n fact, three-fourths of the education
of ma young male Mezop congists in fa-

dotermined by the Dumber of tralls which
he_can follow upon his

'The_ forales never learn them,” since
from wicth to. doath they nover leave the
village of their nativity, except they be
taken to mate by a mule from another
village or captured in war by the enemies
of their tribe.

After proceeding through the jungle for
what must have been upward of five miles
we emerged suddenly Into n large clear-
, In the exact centro of which stood

strangs an appearing villago as one
might well Imagine.
Largo trees had been chopped down 15

[ or 20 feet above the ground, and upon the

tops of them wpherical habltations of
woven twigs, mud-covered, had been built.
l:nch b-u like house was surmounted
some manner of carven Image, whicl
e told me " ndlcated the 1dentity of tho
ows
THorizontal slits, six inchos high‘and two
or threo feet wl rved to admit light
and ventllation. The entrances to the

tho bases of the trees and thence up-
ward by rude ladders thmug)\ the hollow
trunks to the rooms al

The houses varted o stse from_two
to several rooms. The largest that T en-
tored was divided into two tloors and elght
apartme
ATl 'about the viliage, between ft and
the jungle, lay beautifully cultivated
flelds, In which the Mezops raised sus
cereals, fruits and vegetables as they re-
Women and children were work-
ing In _these Eurdens as we crossed to-
ward the village

sigh of T they saluted doferential-

|,, but Lo me they paid ot the sllghteat
attention. Among them and about their
outer verge of the cultivated area wero
many warriors. These, too, saluted Ju
by touching the points of thelr spears to
the ground directly beforo them.

Ja conducted me to a large house In tho

2
£

centre of the village—the housa with elght

and, taking ma up into it, gave me
food and drink. Thero I met his mate, n
comely girl, with a nursing baby in her
ar

ms.
Ja told her of how 1 had eaved his
life, and she was thereafter most kind
and hospitable toward me, even per- |
mitting me to hold and amuse the tiny |
bundle of humanity who Ja told me |
would one day rule the tribe; for Ja, it |
seomod, was the chief of tha community,
Wo had eaten and rested, and I had

company him to the templo of the Mahars,
which lay not far from hi

and If you keep well out of sight they
need never know that we have heen thore.

r my part I hate them, and always
have; but the other chieftaing of the is-
Iand ‘think it best that we continue to
malntain the amicable relations which ex-
lat botween the two ruce

Fwiso T _ghould 1iko nothing bot-
tor than to lend m ors among the
hideous creatures and exterminata them.
Pellucldar would be a better place to live
in wero there none of them.”

T wholly concurred In Ja's bellef, but 1t
seemed that It might be a difficult matter
to exterminato the dominant race of Pel-
tuctdar. us conversing, we followed
the Intricate trafl toward the templs,
which we came upon In a small clearing
surrounded by enormous trees similar to
thoge which must have flourished upon
the outer crust during the carboniferous

Horo wns a mighty temple of hewn
rook bullt In the shape of A rough oval
with rounded roof in_which were sev-
eral lnrgo openings. No doors or win-
dows were visible in tho sides of the
structure, nor was there need of any—
oxcept one entrance for tho slaves—since,
na Ja explained, the Mahars flew to and
from their place of ceremonial, entering
and leaving the bullding by means of the
apertures in the roof.

'-nul." added Ja, “thero 1s an entrance

r the base of which even the Mahars
Know nothing, Como.” He lod me aaro
the clearing and about the end to a pile

of loose rock which lay against the foot

of the wall. Here he removed a couple
of large boulders, revealing a small open-
ing which led strafght within the buld-
inig; or g0 It seemed, though, as I entere
after Ja, 1 discovered myself in a narrow

In, 1t'Ts nollow. Follow me elosely.
The red man groped ahead o fow pac
and then began to ascend a primitive Tna-
der similar to that which led from
ground to the upper storles of his house.

gommencud to grow lighter, and prosent-
1y ame opposite an opening In the
inner wall which gave us an unobstruc
ed view of the entire Interlor of the tem-
ple.

The lower floor was an enormous tank
of clear water In which numerous hideous
Mahars swam lazily up and down.

‘Amtincial lslands of granite rock dot-
ted this artificial sea, and upon soveral
of them I saw men and women like my-
el

are the human beings dolng
rori T abmeds

Vait and sou shall see” roplied Ja.
“They are 1o take o leading part i the
cereronion Whigh will foliow 'the. advent
of the queen. y be thankful that
you ‘axs net upo the same side of the
wall as t

Scarcely had he spoken than we heard

T erent futtering At wings above, and a

moment later a long procession of the
frightful reptiles of Pellucidar winged
#lowly and majeatically through the Iarge
central opening in the roof and circlod
in_ntately manner about the temple.

Thers were several Mahera first, and
then at lenst 20 inspiring pterodactyls—
thipdars (hey are called within Pellucidar,
Behind these came the queen
other thipdors s sha had been when she
entered the amphitheatrs at Phutra.

ree times they wheeled about the in
farior of the oval chamber, (o ssttls final.

upon the dump, ‘cold boulders that
Hings the onter edgo of the pool. In t!
centro of ono slda’the Iargent rock was
resorved for the queen, and here she took
her plnes  surrounded by her terrible

uard.

All Iny quiet for several minutes after
settling to thelr places, One might have
Imagined them in silent prayer. The poor

aves upon the diminutive fslands

watched ‘the horrid_ ereatures with wide

yea, The mel the most part, stood
erect and stately with folded arms, await-
Ing ther doom; but the women and chil-
dren clung to ono another, hiding behind
the males,

W the queen moved. Bhe ralsed her
ugly head, looking about; then very slow-
1y 8he crawled to the edge of her throne
and alld nofselessly into the water. up
and down tho long tank she swam, tum-
Ing at the ends s you have seen captive
seals turn upon thelr backs and dive bo-
low the surface.

Nearer and nenrer to the fslands she
came, until at lost sho remained at res
beforo the largest, which lay directly op-
poalte her throne. Ralsing her hideous
hond from the waior, she fiked her Kreat
round eyea upon the' siaves.

Tho queen fixed her gazo upon a plump
young maids

Her victim tricd to turn away, hiding
her face in her hands and knecilng be-
hind & woman; but the reptilo with un-
blinking eyes, ntared on with much fixity
that I could have sworn her vision pene-
trated the wamm and the mirl's hands,
to r last the very centro of her
brain.

Slowly the roptile's head commenced to
move to and fro, but the eyes never
ceased to bore toward the frightened
glrl, and then the vietim responded.

She turned wide, fear-haunted eyes to-
ward the Mahar queon: slowly sho rose
to her feet, and then, as though dragged

by somo uniseen) power, moved as ene in &
trance stralght toward the reptile, her
glassy eyes fixed upon thoso of her
tor.

To the water's edge sho came, nor did
#ho even pause, but stepped Into tho shal-
lows beside the littlo Islan

n aho moved toward tho Mahar, who
now slowly retreated as though leading
er viotim on,

water rose to the girl's knees, and
il ms advanced, chained by that clam-

!

Now the water was at her watat,

her armplits.
Hor fellows upon the island looked on
In horror, helpless to avert her doom In

ful beak was but an inch or tw
face, her horror-filled eyes riveted upon
those of the repulsive reptile,

ow the water passed above the glrl's
mouth and nose, her eyes and forchead
wero all that showed, yet still she walked
on after the retrenting Mahar.

The queen’s head slowly disappeared be-
neath the surface, and after it went the
oyes of her victim.

y a slow ripple widened toward the
shores to mark where the two vanished.
CONTINUED TOMORROW.
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CHAPTER 1X.

FACH OF DEATH.
m- all was silence within the

‘motionless in terror.

® iehed the surface of the

Toappenranice of their queen,

fy At ne end of the tank her
o T slowly Into view.

& toward the surface, her

her “ they had been

the helpless girl to her

ol
oo diave

-m backing
fized be
#he aru'ed

4 my utter amagement, I
e mn.h‘:d and eyes of the malden

ut of the depths, following
,.':';'r’c;- reptile, just as when she
Wna nmmh the surface.
and on came the girl, until sh
er that veached birely to her
‘though

h she had been beneath

o he

Gther than, her dripping hair

.mmunx ho«v. that
at al

n lhe - led the girl
agaln, until the

.gaﬂ

selt.
e ware below much longer than
'and when they came to the sur-
's e orriied. to_nee that one of
arms was gone—gnawed com-
b "at tha shoulder, but the poor
‘eave no Indication of realizing pain,
he horror In her set eyes seemed In-

creatures on the islanda
their fate tried to cover their
'With thelr hands to hido the fear-

{n terror, with their eves fixed upon the |
ferible thing that was transpiring be-
{fote them.

v, the queen was under much
\Jnger than ever before, and when she

i she came alone and swam sleeply
&a her boulder. The moment sho

commenced, upon o lrger scale, &
| repetition of the .rmy ou’y hroulh ‘which
queen had led her vietim.
only the women and children fell prey
1o the Mahars—they being the weakest
most tender—and when hey had sat-
| Jfed their appetite for human fles
K devouring two and throe of the
&: hare war only & score of tull-
mem ‘that for some reason thess
, but such was far from
v !or as the last Mahar crawled to
rock the queen’s thipdars darted into
alr, circled the temple once, and then,
g ke steam angines, swooped down
the remaining slaves.
“There was no hypnotism here—just the
brutal ferocity of tho beast of prey,
, rending and gulping; but at that
less horrible than the ghastly
of the Mahars.
the timo the thipdars had disposed
Jast of the slaven the Mahars wera
a moment
Tt plorodactyis swung btk
posts beside the queen and them-
dropped Into _slumber.
4 thought the Mahars seldom, If ever,
1 sald to Ja.

E'-g'

£

H

HE

do many things In this templo
they do not do elsewhere,” he re

1

plled.  “The Mahars of Phutra ars n

supposed to ent human flesh. yet. ooy
are brought here by thousands and most

always you will find Mahars on hand to
consume them,
T imagine that they do not brin
Sagotha hero because they are n-hnlm‘:!-";

the practlce, which fa supposed to obtain
only among the least advanced of their
race; but T would wager my canoe against
A broken paddle that there s no Mahar
but eats human flesh whenever she can
Kot 1"

“Why should they object to human
Mdn." I asked, “It It Is true that they

k upon us as lower animals

"1t 18 mot becauss they consider ua thetr

equals that they are supposed to look
with abhorrence upon thosa who eat our
flesh,” replied Ja. "It In meroly that wo
are warm-blooded animals.
‘They should not think of eating the
meat of a thag, which we consider such a
delicacy, any more than I would think of
eating a snake. As a matter of fact, It Is
difficult to explain Just why this sentiment
should exist among them.

“T wonder If they left a single vietim?"
1 remarked, leaning far out of the open-
ing In the rocks wall to inspect the temple
better.

Dircetly below me the water lapped the
very side of the wall, thera being a break
In the boulders at this point, as there was
at several other places about the slide of
the temp

y hands were resting upon a small
nleu of [rnnlln which formed a part of
all my welght tpon it proved
to0 much for it. "1t slipped and T lunged

3
=

‘There was nothing to grasp to save my-

selt, and I nlunn’ed headforemost into the
water beloy
ronunnmy. the tanlc was deep at this
point, and I suffered no Injury from the
fall, but as I was rising to the surface my
mind filled with the horrors of my posi-
tlon as I thought of the terrible doom
which awaited mo the moment the oyes
of the roptiles fell upon the creature that
had disturbed their slumber.

As long as T could I remained beneath
the surface, swimming rapidly in the
direction of the islands, that I might pro-
Icng my life to the utmost.

At last I was forced to rise for alr, and
as I cast a terrified glance in tho direction
of the Mahars and the thipdars I was al-
most stunned to see that not a singlo ono
remained upon the rocks where I had last
seen them, nor as I searched the temple
with my eyes could I discern any within

r a moment T was puzzled to account
ror “the thing, untl 1 realized that the
reptiles, being deaf, could not have been

isturbed by the nolse my body made
when It hit the water, and that thero is
no such thing as time within Pellucidar
thero was 1o telling how long I had been
beneath the surs

Tt was a/diffioult thing to attempt to
figure out by earthly standards—this mat-
ter of elapsed time—but when T set my-
self to it I began to realize that T might
have been submerged a second or a month
or not at all. You have no conception of
the strange contradictions and impossi-
bilities which rise when all methods of
measuring time, as we know them upon
earth, are nonoxlstent.

I was whout to conmratulats myseit
upon the miracle had saved mo for
ke moment, when the memory. of the hyp

notic powers of the Mahars filled me with
apprehension lest they be practicing thoir

art upon me to the end that I
morely Imagined 1 was alone in the tom-

At the thought cold sweat broke em
upon me from every pore, and
crawled from the water on to one of ‘he
tiny falands T was trembling Itke a leaf—
you can imagine the awful horror which
even tha simple thought of the repulsiva

hara of Pollucidar induces in the hu-
man mind, and to feel that you are in
lhelr Domercihat they are’ erawiing,
slimy and rent, to drag you down
beneath , the w lor and devour you! 1t 18
frightful.

But they did not come, and at lnst T
came to the conclusion that I was indeed
alone within the temple. How long I
should ext question to
assafl mo as I swam frantically about
once more in search of a means of es-

cape.

Several times I called to Ja, but he
must have left after I tumbled Into the
tank, for I received no rosponse to my

e,
Doubtless he had felt as certan ot my
doom when ho saw me topple from our
hiding place as I had, and lest he too
should be discovered had hastened from
the templa and back to his sllingo.

I knew that there must be me en-
trance to the bullding beside mn door-
ways in the roof, for it did not meem
rensonablo to belleve that the thousands
of slavos which were brought her to feod
hars the human flesh they eraved
\\nuhl n|l be carried through the air, an
#0 1 continued l|u’ #search until at last it
was rewarded by the discovery of several
loose granite blocks In the masonry at
ons end of the templa,

A little effort proved sufficlent to dls.
lodge these stones to permit me to crawl
through Into the clearing beyond, and
moment later 1 had scurried across the
intervening space to the densa jungle

eyond.

Jlero I sank panting and_trembling
upon the matted grasses beneath the giant
trees, for I felt that I had escaped from
the grinning fangs of death out of the
depths of my own grave,

Whatever dangers lay hidden in this
island jungle, there could be none so fear-

a8 those which I had just escaped.
T knew that I could meet death bravely
enough If It but came in the form of some
famillar beast or man—anything other
than the hideous and uncanny Mahars,
must have fallen asleep from ex-
haustion. When I awoke I was very hun.
gry, and after busylng myself searching
for fruit for a while, T set oft through
the jungle to find the beach.
knew that the Idland was not so
Iarge but that I could easily find the sea,
ald but move In a stralght line,
but there came the difficulty, as there was
which I could

v ‘met. that T coulid see 2o
distant object which might serve to gu

ne In a stralght line.

As it was T must have walked for a
Ereat distance, sinco I ate four times and
slep! e 1 reached the sea, but
At st T (ll(l m. nnd my pleasure at the
sight of It atly enha by the
chancs diacovery & ddon canoe among
the bushes through which I had stumble
Just prior to coming upon t ach,

I can tell you that it 14 not. take me
long to pull that awkward craft down
to the water and shove it far out from
ghore. My experience with Ja had taught
me that (f [ were to steal another canoe
T must be quick about it and get far be.
yond the owner's reach as soon a3 pos-
Hible.

2

aust havo come out upen the oppo-
site side of the island from that at which
Ja and I had entered it for the main-
4 Was nowhere In sight. _ For o long

time 1 paddled ‘round the shors. though
well out, before 1 saw mainland in
the distance

At the sight of It 1 lost no time n
directing my course toward It, for 1 had
ong_fince made up my mind to return
to Phutra and give myself up that
might be once more with Perry and Ghak
the Hairy One.

1 felt that T was a fool ever to have
attempted to escape alone, especially in
view of the fact that our plans wers
already well-formulated to make a break
for freedom together.

Of coursa I realized that the chances

of the success of our proposed ventu
were #lim Indeed. 1 knew, however, that
I never could enjoy freedom without
Perry o long as the old man lived, an
T hud ‘learned that the probability that
1 might find means from without to n-cuo
him was less than slight.

Had Perry been dead 1 should fnaty
have pitted my strength and wit against
the savage and primordial world in
which T found myself, I could have
lived In saclusion within soi
until T had found the me:
myselt with the crude weapons of the
Stone Age, and then set
her whoss imago had now
constant companion of my waking hours,
and the central and beloved figure of my

But, to the best of nowledge,
Perry still lived and it was my duty and
y wish to bo again with him, that we
might share the dangers and vicissitudes
of the strange world we had discovered.
nd . too; the n-t. shaggy man
had found & place in th hearts of s both,
(nr he was indeed every inch a man and
King. Uncouth, pohiaps, and brutal, too,
it Judged too harshiy by the standards of
effeto twentleth contury civilization, but
Withat “noble, digniied, chivalrous an

hance carried to the very beach
upon which T had, "iiscovered Jus canoe,
and a short time Inter T was scrambling

up t 1 (o rolrace my steps
from the plain of Phutra.

But my troublea came when I entered
the canyon besond the summit, for hera
1 found that several of them contred
the point whers T crossed the divide, nd
which one I had traversed to reach the
pass 1 could not for the life of mo re-
member.

It wns all o matter of chanc
80 1 set oft down that which seemed
the easjest going, and In this [ made the
same mistake that many of us do In se.
lecting the path along which wo shall
follow out the course of our lives, a
again learncd that it 15 not alwa;
to follow tho line of least resistanc

and slept twice 1.was convinced that T
was upon the wrong trail, for between
Phutra and the inland sea I had not
slept and had caten but once.

To retrace my steps to the summit of

the divid exploroanot!
Meemed tho only sopution of my problen,
but & sudden widening of the canyon just
before mo scemed to suggest that it was
about to open Into a level country, and,
with_the lure of discovery strong upon
me, T decided to proceed but a short dis-
tance farther hefore I turned back.

The next turn of the canyon brought
mo to Its mouth, and before mo I suw
a narrow plain leading down to
ocean. At my right the side of the canyon
continued to the water's edge, the valley
Iying to my left and the foot of it run-
ning_into the sea, where it formed a
broad, level beach.

Clumps of strange trees dotted the lans-
scape here and there almost to the water,
and rank grass and forns grew botwee
From the nature of the vegetation, I was
convinced that the land between the peean
and the foothills was swampy, though
dlrectly before me it seemed dry enough
all the way to the sandy steip along which
the restless waters advanced and re-
treated.

Curiosity prompted me to walk down
to the beach, for the scene was very
beautiful. As T passed along besido the
deep and tangled vegetation of the swamp
I thought I saw a movement of the ferns
at my laft, but though
ment to look, It was not r
anything lay hid there my
penotrato the denso follage to discern it

Presently I stood upon the beach, look-
ing out over the wide and lonely sen,
acroxs whose forbidding bosom no human
belng had set ventured o discovor what
strange an terious lands la; 1
Y WHA it Inviaibie Islands held of Fiches,
wonders, or i

What savage races, what fleree and
formidable beasts, wera this very Instant
watching the lapping of the waves upon
its farther shore? How far did it extend?

Perry had foid me that the seas of
Pellucidar were small In comparison with

unmﬂnsx miles of shope; and yet today
it remained all unknown beyond the tiny
Strip that was visiblo from its beaches.

The fascination of speculation was
strong upon me. It was as though I
had been carried back to the birth of
tima of our own outer world to look upon

dn and seas agen beforo man had
Uriversed elther.  Here was a new world,
all untouched. It called to me to expiors

was dreaming of the excitement and
adventure which lay before us could Perry
and 1 but escape the Mahars, when some:
thing—a_slight nolse, 1 Imagine—drew
my attention behind m

As T turned, romance, adventure and
discovery in the abstract took wing be-
fore the terrible embodiment of all “three
in concrete form that I beheld advancing
upon me.

A huge, slimy amphiblan it was, with
tondiike body and the mighty Jaws of an
aligator. 1t immense carcass must have
weighed tons, and yet it Toved_ swittip
and silently toward me.

Upon one hand was the bluff that ran
from the canyon to the sea, on the other
the fearsome swamp from which the

Iay the mighty untracked sea, and before
me in the centre of the narrow way that
led to safety stood this huge ‘mountain of
terrible and menacing fles}

A singlo glance at the mlnk was suf-
ficlent to assure me that T was facing one
of those long-extinct, prehistorie creatures
whose fossilized remains are found with-
In the outer crust as fui k us the
Triassie formation, & gigantic labyrin-
thodon.

And there I was, unarmed and. with
the exception of a loin cloth. as naked
as 1 had come Into the world
imagine how my first ancestor felt that
distant, prehistoric morn that he encoun-
tered for the first time (he terrifying
progenitor of the thing that had me
corered pow beside the restless, mysteri-

‘Unquestionably he had escaped, or
should not have been within Pellucidar
or elsewhere, and 1 wished at that mo-
ment that he had handed down to me with

plication of the instinct of self-preservi-
tion which saved him from the fate which
loomed so close before me today.

To sesk escape in me swamp or ln
he have been similar to
umping 10to & den of lions to escape one
upon the outside. The sea and swamp

mighty, carnivorous amphiblans,
it not the lndividusl that menced me
would pursue me into either the

the swamp with equal fucility.

CONTINUED TOMORROW.
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CHAPTER TX—Continued,
JERE seemed nothing (o do but atand
apinely and Await my end. T thought
Petry—how he would wonder what had

oo of me. 1 thouht of i rlendn
114, and of how they all

e :::"rn'l‘:\ml heie liven In- total
would K9 B ne strange and terrible fate
Stertaken me, or unguessing the
witnessed

the existence
ne of us. may be snuffed

A pout an instant's warning, and for
Jof dny our friends speak of us with
palied vlo, Ing.
The following morning.
rm |8 busily engaged

while the first
In testing the
of our coffin, they are teeing
irat hole to suffer more acute
fow over a sliced ball than they did
fer our, to us, untimely dem

e Iabyrinthodon was coming more
iy o He seomed to realize t

dicament, or was It In antleipa-
Pihe Sulcy morsel which would ro
between those formidable

th
‘was about 50 feet from me when T

Jeard s volce calling o mo, from the

direct! f (h! bluft at m

o d could have !hl\ull‘ﬂ in de-

‘There, frantically to me, stood
i a, urging me to run for It to the clift's

CHAPTER X.
PHUTRA AGAIN.

HAD no Idea that T should escape tho

monster that had marked me for his

1t was
dorived some allght peaco ot mind_trom
the con
To_run mmed ridiculous,
that_steep and unscalal
and yet 1 did g0, and as
agile as & monkey, crawl down the pre-
epitous face of rocks, clinging to
smail projections, and the tough creepers
that had found roothold here an
The labyrinthodon evidently thought
that Ja was coming to double his portion
of human flesh, %0 he was in no haste t
pursue me to the clift and frighten away
thisother titbit. he  merely
trotted along behind m
As 1 approached the

especlally
ble cliff,
saw

foot of the cliff

1% wht Ja. intonded - doing, but 1
doubied If the thing would prove suo-
cesstul. had L down to within

10 feet of e bottom there, elinging
Jith one hand to a small ledge, and with
Ba feet resting precariously upon tiny
botes that grow from the solid face of

rock, he lowered the point of his long
xn untll it hung some ix foot above

To n|lmbnr up that elim shatt without
dragging Ja down and both
A = e dotm’frorm wHiaE b e

one was attempting to save me
semed utterly impossible, and, as I came

the spear, 1 told Ja so, and that I
ouid not Fisk ‘him o try to save myselr.
ho Insists o

ted that he knew what h
was dolng and was in no danger himseif.
“The danger Is still yours, lod,
unless you move much more rapidly
than you are now the sithic will be upon
you and drag you back before ever you
Ifway up the spear. He can rear up

d reach vou with ense anywhere below
whera T stand.”
Wi, ga nhnuM Kknow his own business,
T thought, #0 1 grasped the spear and

cimbored up \wrd T red man as rap-
far _removed

fdly as 1 conld—beink

from ‘my. simian_an extors ne

Imagined the slow.i

called him, sudden]

tions and e was quite likely to lose

All Hin meal v-mnd of having it doubled,
a8 he had

When hv saw me clamhering up that
spear he let out n hiss that falrly shook
the ground, and came charging after me
at a terrific

T had reached the top of the spear by
this time, or almost—another six Inches
would give me & hold on Ja's hand, when
1 felt a sudden wrench from below and,
glancing fearfully downward, saw the
mighty jaws of the monster close on
the sharp point of the weapon,

1 made a frantic effort to reach Ja's
hand, the sithic gave a tremendous tug
that came near to jerking Ja from his
frail hold on the surface of the rock,
the spear slipped from his fingers, and,
still clinging to it, 1 plunged feet fore-
most toward my ravenous executioner.

At the Instant he felt the spear
come away from Ja's hand the cre: tute
muat have oporied his huge jawa to cate

when [ came down, still elinging
{0 tho butt-and of the wi apon, the point
vet rested fn his mouth, and the result
was that the sharp end transfixed his
Tower jaw.

With the pain he snapped hia nmum
closed. I fell upon his snout, lost my
hold upon the spear, Folled the  length
of his face and head, across his short
neck on to his broad back and from there
to the ground.

Scarce had T touched the earth than T
was upon my feet, dashing medly for the
path by which I had entered this horrible

oy

glance over my shoulder showed
me the sithle engaged in pawing at the
spear stuck through his lower jaw, and
0 busily engaged did he remain in this
occupation that I had gained the safety
of the cliff-top before he was ready to
take un (he pursuit,
aid not discover me In sight
wmun lhe valley he dashed, hissing, into
the rank vegetation of the mwamp, and
that was the last I saw of
1 hastened to the cliff edge above Ja
and helped him to a secure footing. He
would not listen to any thanks for his
attempt to save me, which had come so
near mlu-nrrvmx,

on hen you
tumbled o the Samr temple,” he siid,
“for not even 1 could save you from their
clutches. my surprise
when, on seeing a canoe dragged up upon
the Heach of the mhiniand, 1 discovored

your own footprints in the sand beside
immediately set out In search of you,
wing, as 1 did, o en-
tirely unarmed and defenscless against the
many dangers which lurk upon the main-
land, both in the form of savage beasts
and reptiles, and men ns well. ‘1 had no
diffieulty in ng you to this point. It
vell that 1 arrived when 1 did

But why i you do 12" | aaked, pus-
2lod at this show of friendship on the part
of a man of another world and a different
rage and color,

saved fe.” he replied

Trom that moment it became my duty to
protect and befriend yo uld have
Been no true Mezop had T evaded my piain
duty; but it was a pleasura In this in-
stance, for T like y

W that you would eome and llva

wial
with e You shail Decome & member of
my A @ the host of

hunting and fishir e and. \<n|| shail have. to
cnoose & mate from eautitul
Rirls of Dolluciar

Wil you s
T told him about Perry then and Dian

|

| the Beautiful, and how my s to

| therh frat.” Aftarward 1 shautd ratrn and
VIRt himif T could ever find

| on, that s cany, rlend *

|

o need mere,y ta como to the foot
I Mountaing of the

the Yighe K of th
[ Clovda. " Thare you il find o river which
{ flows fnto the Lural 4
| “Dircetly opposite e moyth ot ‘th
piver you will gce theen Inrge islands far
| out. t they are barely disce
ible, ne 10 the extrome left s you
faco them from the mouth of the river
| 18 Anoroe. where 1 rule the tribe of Ano-
oo
| "But how am 1 to find the Mountalns ot
[ the CeondnrT) b
| pyMen sy that o visible from
| haIf of Pellucidar.” he rop!
| ow Narae i 1--m..-m..r~- 1 asked,
wonidoring  wha of theory  these

incerning the form

| thet waorld

I Mahars «ay It fs round, Nk {he
Inaide of o tola sholl.” he an «

n | that is ridiculous, s

thould fall huck

d all the waters of
Fellucidar woma. fun 16 ona. spot and
drown

Pellucldar |s quite flat, and ex-

tends no man k||n\ul how far in all di.
At ¢ ancestors
Hava repariod and nanded dgwn o me 18

a great wall that prevents the land and
waters from e ng over into tho burn-
Ing sea whereon Pellucidar floats: but I
have never been so far from Anoroc as to
ave seen this wall with my own eyes.
“However, it Is quite reasonable to he-
Hove that ¢ ereas thore is
son af I belief of
the ' Mahars. them, Pellu-

According to
cidarfans who five upon the opposite side

walk always with
downward I And
ously at the very thought.

It was plain to sce that the humans of
this inner world had not advanced far
in learning anc the thought that the ugly
Mahars had ¥o outstripped them was very
pathetic indeed. | wondered how
ages it would take to £t these people out
9f thelr [gnorance. even wero it given to

heads pointed
aughed uproari-

Perry attempt it

Poreibly wo woull bo kitied tor_our
painy as were those men of oute
world who dared challenga the denwo 1Eno
fance and wuperstition of the earthia
younger da it was worth the ef-
fort 1t the " opuottunity - ever ted

itse
AL tren 1 ccoured to ime (hat isra
was an opportunity—that I might make
small beginning upon Ja, wh
friend, and thus note the effect
upon a Pellucidarian.

wi
of

my
my

u say were

| e o replled,
[ ou were'a tonl or to o
[ 7Bt da" T nsisted, it their theory i
tncortest, How do you Locount for the Tag
| that T was able to pass through the earth
| from the outer crust to Pollucidar? It
your theary by cortect all 1y u vea of lame
bencath us, wher. oxist,
| and yet 1 come f reat world. that
I covered with numan beings and boasts
| and birds and fishes in mighty soenus.”
You live upon the underside. of Pel.

“that either

Tueldar, and walk alwivs with you mud
pointed down: neofted.
were I to mn-v- nm. my friend, 1 shoid

indeed bo

T attempted to sxplain the forcs of
gravity to him, and by meana of the drop-
P fratt to Tiiasirats mew. Imposaibla. it

would bs for a body to fall off the earth
under any ciroumstances.

Ho listened so intently that I thought
1 had made an impresison and started the
train of thought that would lead him to
A partial understanding of the truth. But
1 was mistake

“Your own liustration.: he said finall

“nraver the Caleity of your the

T drnpncd a rrait from his hand to

the grond

“See, ho sald, “without support even
this tiny fruit faits untll 1t strikes some
thing that stops it dar were

ot Supported pon the fiamin sea it, too,

would fall s the frult falls—you have

proved it yourself!”
Ho had me’that tim

in hin

i )lnm:-d n hopeless job, and 1 gave it
ton

u could see It

un. ily, at least, for when 1 con
tempinted um Necemary explanation of
our Fol nd the univorse, 1 re.
e how uiite 1t would be (o Attemnt
to pleture to Ja or any other Pellucida.
rlan the sun, the moon, the planets and
the countless stars.  Those born within
the fner world could no more conceive of

such things than can we of the outer cru:
educe to factors ...-pnmuhle to_our finite
minds such torma as pAce and eternity.
Well, Ja" 1 laughed,
be with out feet up "or down,
and the question of greatest fmportance
i« not so much where we came from as

where we are going now.
“For my part I wish that you could
guide Phutra, whera 1 may give

myself up to ( ars once more, that
my friends and I may work out the plan
of ekcape which the Sagoths interrupted
when they guxmml us together and drove
us to the ai to witness the punishment
of the Hlaves who Killed the guardsman
wish now that I had left the

nrcm\‘ for by this time my friends and
I might have made good our esine,
whereas this dela: he
wrecking of all our plans ‘which depend.
their consummation upon the con-
Hinued sloen of the three Mahars who lay
in the pit beneath the building In which
wo were confines

“You would & mum to captivity?” cried
Ja,n aston

+ Tricnds are there,” T rep

only friends 1 have in Peptucians ‘exeept
yourself. What elso may I do under the
clreumstances?

He thought for a mome
Than e ‘ahonk hin hend orrowfully

“It fs what a brave man and a good
friend should do” he sald. — “Yet It
seems most foollsh, for the Mahars will
certainly condemn you to death for
ning away, and £o you will be ‘necomplish.
ing nothing for your friends by returning.
Never in all my life have of
a prisoner returnini to th Mahars of his

will. There ame but few who
escape them, though some dor and thone
would rather die than b ed,

see no other way,

can assure you that 1 ouid
to Sheol after Perry than to
However, Perry is much too
make the probability at all great that I
shall ever be ealled upon to rescue him
from the former locality.

Ja asked me what Sheol was, and when

1 explained as best [ could, he said: “You
are speaking of Molop Az, the flaming
sea upon which Pellucidar floats. Al the

AEKA i ha ate burfed In the ground go

t
“Piece by plece they. are carried down
he little demons who

have been partially or entirely borne off.
That is why we of Anoroe place our
dead in high trees where the birds may
find_them and bear them bit by bit to
the Dend World above, the land of Awful
Shadow. If we Kill an enemy we place
biy body in (hu ground that it may go

to Molop A:
An'we tatked we had been walking up
the canyon down which 1 had come to the
great ocean and the sithle. Ja did his
best to dissuade me from returning to
Phutra, but when he saw that [ had de-
termined to do 80 he consented to gulde
me to a point from which I could see
the plain of Phutra.
o my surprise the distanco was but
short from the beac! 1 hi
met Ja.

tortuous canyon,
Toain iny the clty of Phiutta noar (o which
must have come several times.

As we topped the ridge and saw the
granite gate towers dotting the flowered
plain at our feet Ja made a final effort
to persuade me to abandon my mad pur-
pose and return with him to Anoroe, but
I was firm in my resolve, and at’ last
he bld me good-hy, assured in his own
mind that he was looking upon me for
the Inst time. 1 wonder If ho was right!

as sorry to part with him, for 1
had come'to. like. him very much Indeed;
With is hidden city upon the lsland of
Anoroc base, and his savage war-
rlors as escort, Perry and I could have
accomplished much in the line of explora-
tion, and T hoped that were we successful
in our effort fo escape we might return
to_Anoroc later.

wey

one great thing to
be accomplished first—at least it was the
Ereat thing 1o me—the finding of Dian
the Beautiful.

T ‘wanted fo make amends for the at-
front I had put upon her in my
Tance, and  wantad to. Well, 1 vantod
to see her again, and to be with he

Down the hillside I made my way Into
the gorgeous fleld of flowers, and then
across the rolling land toward the shad-
owless columns that guard the ways to
buried Phuira. At & quarter mile from

the nearest entrance I was discovered by
the Sagoth -unrd. “and In an Instant four
of the gorilla-like men were dashing

toward me.
CONTINUED TOMORROW.
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CHAPTER (Continued)
fOUGH they hm.m-hed their long
ars and yelled 1ike wild Comanches
'p; ‘ot the slightest attention to them,
”:m,.; quletly toward them s though
T are of thelr existence. My manner
il them that 1 had loped,
Ame quite fiear together they

Mn‘d‘l:!lrcm\nm' ahouting.

v vtdent that they had expected
It WS4 flee at sight of them, thus
met hich they most onjoyed, a

o
m,’,':'"ﬂ..":"n thrget nt which to cnst
{helr spoar:

you here?" shouted one, and
he recognized me, “Ho! Tt Is the

o tescape,' " T I'Fn‘l!l' I but
8 d Il‘l)""‘fl

o a long passage I became

o ':3‘:'.‘.« Yot my way in the foothills
Sond Phutra. - Only now have ' ound
N come of your free will back

“ u com
[ #\ﬂ.-x’a': exclalmed one of the guards-

" 7 1 asked.
" | migl RO’
w"':“m'nfﬁ.., wnmn Pellucidar nn(l

oo T
o
(l and \\‘l'“ treated? A

iy ;"y‘v"wnu botter ot could man
seratched their heads,
vt e ono on them, and so b
3 ‘dupid brutes they took me to_their

ore, whom they felt would hu better
i 1o st the idile of my” retur,
e b ey St considered. it

1 had nymkv-n to 9 as T had
fof the purpose of throwing them o
e st af my purposed attompt at es-
they thought that | was 80
e lth ot WIthIn Phutra. that
ouid_ voluntarily retufn wi
a0 exeelont anepportuity o

thape they would never for an Instant
Imagine hene T could be occupied in ar-
i anotnr cseapo immediately upon
my return to the cit

"So they led me Befare the vty Matiar
who clung to a slimy rock within the large
Toom thad was the thing's office.

With cold, reptilian eyes the ereature
through the thin veneer

e Sagoth

Z
a

elt ead my Inmost
mmu It heoded the story which the
told of my return to Phutra,
ik the goritiamen's lips and fAinger
ok ihe recital. | Then 1t 'questioned
o rough one of the Sagoth.

“You say you returned to Phutra of
your own free will because you think
yourself better off here than elsewhere.
Do you not know that you may he the

next chosen to glve up your life In the
Interests of the wonderful scientiflg in-
vestigations that our learned ones’ are
entinaally occupled with?’
1 hadn't heard of anything of that
pature, but T thought best not to admit it.
“I could be In no more danger here,
Iiaid, “than naked and unarmed in the

wage jungles or upon the lonely plains
of Pellucidar, I was fortunate, I think,
to return to Phutra at all. As it was, [
barely escaped death within the Jaws of a
huge sithic.

"Noj I am sure that I am safer in
the hands of Intelligent creatures such
i rule Phutra AU lonst, such  would
be the case In my own world, where
human beings lke myself rule supreme.

within their gates. Being a stranger here,
[ naturally assumed that a like courtesy
would be accorded me."

The Mahar looked at me in silence for

ome_time aftar 1 cen eonsed speaking and
the Sagoth had transiated my words
his master. The ereature seemed deep in
thought.

Presently she communiented some mes:
snge to the Sag The latter turned
and, motiohing e 1 forlow him, left the
presence of the reptile. Hehind and
elther side of me marched the balaneo of
the guare

“What are they oing o do with me?"
1 asked the fellow at my
ou_are to appenr hetore
ones, who will question
this stra
you come.

Aftor a moment's silence he turned t.
me again

Hm tearned
vou_ regarding
o world from which you say

“Do you happen to know" he nsked,
Lt uu- Mahars do to slives who lie

! replled: “nor does It interest
L liave no intention of Iying to

h
“Then he earaful that you don't repeat
the impossible tale you told Solto-to just
now. Another world, Indeed, where human
beings rule " he concluded in fine scorn
ut It s the truth," I insisted, “From |

could

“It I8 your misfortune, then, he re-

marked, dryly, “that you may St be

Judged by one with but half an
“What will they do with me,"
ITlhvy do ot have A mind to- belleve

ou may ho sentenced to the arena, or
0 to the pits to be used In resenrch work
by the learned onea” o

AT what will they do with mé there®”
1 persisted.

“No one knows excent the Mahare and
those who go to the pits with them, but
as the latter never return their kn
edge does them but little good. It is s
that the learned ones cut up
jocta while they are vt Tallve, thus
fearning many useful things,

“Hlowevar, 1 ahould ot Tangine that It
would prove useful to him who was heing
cut up: but, of ‘courss, this 18 ail bt |
conjectiire, | Tho chances
Toni_ you will Know much tmore Whaut It
than 1" and he grinned as he spoke. The
Sagoths have a well-developed sense of

3

“And supnose It I the arena,” T con-
tinued.  “What

"“You saw the two who met the tarag
and the thag the time that you escaped?”
he asked.

s intended for them,” he ex-
pmneu. “Yhough of courss the same kind
of animals might not be employed.”

“It is sure death In cither cvent?" I
asked.

“What becomes of those who go below
with the learned ones I do not know, nor
e replied. vhut thos

W may come out alive
and thus regain thelr liberty, ns did the
two_whom

*“They gained thelr liberty? And how?"

‘It 18 the custom of the Mahars to lib-
erate those who remain allve within the
arena after the beasts depart or are killed.
Thus it has Yappened that several mighty
warrjors from far distant lands. whom
we have captured on our slave raids, have
battled with the brutes turned In upon
them and slain them, thereby winning
thelr frecdom,

“In the Instance which you witnessed
the beasts killed one another, but the re-
sult was the same—the man and woman
were lberated, furnished with weapons
and started on their homeward journcy.

o L-ml in the arena would he similar
what

[ Tpon the tert “shoutder of each & mark
was humnl»um mArk o the M
il wiil fo

T Drotect these tw

“There is n slender hance for me,
then, If 1 be sont to tae arenn, and none
AL AIL it the lentned ones drag me to the
i

You ars auite right” ho replied ; “but
do ot felicitate  yourself too quickly
shoulid you be sent fn the arena, for thers

I8 searce one in a thousand who comes out
alive"
To my sur they returned me to the

eame hullding In whioh T had been con-
fined with Per
Ape. At the lenV\\n\ 1 was turned over
> the munrd
“Ho will doubtless ve called befors the
Investigntors ¥ eaid he who had
hrnul.'lvl me back, “so have him in rea

CHAPTER 3
FOUR DEAD MAHARS,

Tnl-: RuArds In whose hands T now found

my -m, upon hearing that 1 had re-

| turnea o own volition to Phutra, evi-

[ lntiy fett tha 1t weoud o snfe to give me

|y Tiberty within the buildings an had been
| the custam bofore 1 had excaped,

L was toli to roturn to whitever duty hag
been mine formerly.

My first et t up Perry,
whom I found poring. as usual, over the
great tomes that he was supposed to he
merely dusting and rearranging upon new

A ntered the room he glanced up
and’ nodded pleasantly to me, only to
resume his work as though I had never
on away af
I was both astonished and hurt at his |
indifference. And to think that T was
Hsking death to to him purely
from n senso nf duty and affection!
“Why Derry? 1 exclaimed, ~have not
a word for me Rfter my long ab-

?

“Long absence” he repeated In o tdent
nishment.  “What do_you mean
Are you crazy, Perry? Do you mean

since.
arg-

to sy that you have not missed me
that time we were separated by the
tng thag within the ,m--m.

ne. " he repeated.  “Why,
wan, T fave bt sust returned from the
arena. You renched here almost as soon

as I.

“Had you been much Tater T should fn-
deed have been worried, and as it s, T
cnded nsking you about how
ped the beast as soon as 1 had com-
Dleted the tranglafon of this most Inter-
vmlnw *

2z

. you are mad” I exclaimed.
“Why, the' Lord only. knows how  lons
I have been away. I have been to other
lands, discovered a new race of humans
within Pellucidar, seen the Mahars at
| their worship in their hidden temple, an

barely escaped with my life f e
| and from a great labyrinthodon that T
| met afterward, following my long and te-
| diows “wanderings - acrossan Snknown

“I must have been away for months,
Perry, and now you barely look up from
your work when I return and insist that
we have been separa t a moment,
that any way to treat a friend? I'm
surprised at you, Perry, and If I'd thought
r a moment that you cared no more
for me than this I should not have re.
furned to chance death at the hands of the
Mahars for your sake.
ked at me for a long
time before he spoke. Thers was i mise
zled expression upon his wrinkled face,
OrrOW I his eyes.
he said, “how could
you for a moment doubt my love for you?
There Is something strange here that I

Z
H
B

o, N
You | 1o Bhinie of u\-nm out the balance of n

(nnm understand, 1 know that 1 am
not mad, and I am equally sure that you
are not; but how fn the world aro we
to mecount for the strange hallucinations
ach of us seemn to harbor relative
to 'hv- r-nwum of time aince last we saw
one_anothe
"You are. positive that months have
St ST hile to ma it seeme enuaily
certaln that not more than an hour ago
| Teat beside you 1n the amphitheatre. Can
t be that hoth of us are Fight and at the
same timo both are wrong?" First ta ma
what tima it is, and then maybe [ can
[ molve_our problem. Do you ecatch my
meaning?"
1 i, and eald s
“Yen" continued the old man, “we are
both right. To me, bent over my book
ere, there has been no lapse of time
T have done Jittle or nothing to waste my
energles ‘and so have required neither

You, on the contrary, have walked and
fought and wasted strength and tissuo
which must needs be rebullt by nutri-
ment and food, and so, having eaten and
slent many times since last you saw me
fou maturally measro the fapse of time
nrnl)’ hv nmp ncm, As & matter of
fact, dly coming to the
m"\lcllou ‘inat Pere s o such thing ne
Ime

there can_be no time hers
withn Fellucidar, where thero are no
means for measuring or recording time
Why, the Mahara'themselves tako no e.
count of such a
Rere. In_ ail their ‘tenry_worka but
slngle tenso, the present. There seems to
be nor future with them
Ot course, it 1s impossible for our outer-
earthly minds to grasp such a condition,
but our recent experiences seem to dem.
onatrate ita extatenco.”
Was 00 blg & subject for me, and T
#aid 50, but Perry seemed to enfoy nothing
hetter than speculating on It and after lls-
| tening with Interest to my account of the
| adventures through which 1 had passed he
| returned once moro to the subject, which
| he was enlarging upon with considerable
fluency whon he was Interrupted by the
entrance of a Sagoth
oCome." commanded the introduer,
| beckonink to me. “The investigators

1 sald, clasping the
old man'a hand. “There may be nothing
but the present and no such thing as time,
but T feel that I am about to take a trip
nto the hereafter, from which 1 shall

| never retu
| enelf you and Ghak should manage to
{ escape I want you to promise me that

Jou witl fnd Dian the Beautitul, and tol
| y st we her
forgiveness for the unintentional affront
| put upon her, and that my ono wish was
| 1o be spared long enough to right the

wrong that T had done
Tearn came to Perry'a eyes
" belleve but that you will re
It would be 1\\1u|

| lite amonk these hateful and repulsi
| creatures without yo aken
| By I shall never rnrnxw for T feel that
i

am as well off here as I should be any-
where within this buried world. Good-by,
| my boy; good-
| “Then 'mis old vole faltered and broke,
| nml as he hid his face in his hands the
oth guardsman grasped me roughly by

™ e nhnulder and hustled me from’ the

| chamber.

moment later 1 was standing before

2 dozon Mahars—the ofcial Investgator

1 utra. | They nsked me many” ues-
s through oth Interpreter.

T answered them all Ir\llhmlly They
seemed particularly interested in my
count of the outer carth and the strange
vehlele which hiad brought Perry and me
to Pelluc

During this apparent silence they ere
‘dolmtlnw through the medium of thel

sirange, unanoken Tanguage the merits of
| my tale. At last the head of the tribunal
| communicated the result of thelr confer-

ence to the officer In charge of
guard.
| “Come” he sald to me, “vou are sen-
tenced to the experimental pits for having
the Intelligence of
mighty ones with the ridiculous tale
have had the temerity to unfold to the;
Do you mean m.u they do not believe
me2 1 ke

“Belleve you Do you
mean to say that you expected any one
to_believe o Impossible n lie?"

It was hopeless, and so T walked in si-
lence beside my guard down through dark
coreldors and runways toward my awful
doom. At a low level we came u
number of lighted chambers, in which wo

many Mahars engaged in_varlous
oceupations.  To one of these chambers
my guard escorted me, and before leav-
ing_they chained me to a side wall.

There were other humans similarly

ture, holding him down so that he could
not ‘move. Another, grasping a sharp
¥nife with her three-toed  foretoot, was
aying open the victim's chest and abdo-

No anesthetic had been administered,
and the shrieks and groans of the tor.

This, indeed, was vivisection with a
vengeance. Cold sweat broke out upon me
88 1 realised that soon my turn’ would

“"And to think that where th
such think us time, 1 might easily imaging
that my sufering was et ring for month

Wad pald not the slighest
attention to me as I had been brought
into the room. e deoply mmersed wire
they In thelr work that I am sure they
418 not even know that the Sagoths had
entered wit}

CDNTINUED TOMORROW.
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mr‘::; close hy. Would that T
‘each it | But those heavy chains
any such possibility. T looked
foe some means of escape from my

840 the floor hetween me and the Ma-
' tiny surgieal instrument which
hem must have dropped. It looked

(imes in my boyhood days had I
Jocks with a button hook.

reach that little nit of
LU mieht yot effect at |-\at a

id my ﬂn(r‘rn still fell an inch
" coneted nstrument. Tt wa
i 1 Streteh every
‘would I could not quite nlu‘llu! It
Inmml ||Im||! and extended one
Ii et

But suppose that in
rag 1t toward me 1 should
shove {t still fur

‘entirely ot of
XA
and cautious) 1 made the f.
My toe A upon th
Alrdunny T worked I toward e
T felt that it was within reach of my
and & moment later [ had tirned

"ind the precious

gously 1 fell to work upon the

had turned nw:

selecting
at the table

their hacks |

pwly the thing approached
inton, was
halned o ards to my right. |
e Fentlo u.\...,m and_commenced |
o ove or devil_carefully, and
a8 o e back Lurned toward me|
an Instant. and in that instant 1 g q
iy Jeapn that eareicd me out of
g chamber into the corridor beyond. !
which | rmced with all the epeed i
comma |
e T was or. wiiither T was going -t |
ot. My only thought was to plac
much distance sile between me
hat frightful chamber of tortu
esently 1_reduced wpeed to a
Walk, and later realizing the dan-
of running_ Into_some new -
et were 1 not careful, [ moved more
and cautiously stil

iliar

g to glanc

hamber which Tod from the cor-

I saw three Mahars curled up in
[ wkins,

aloud in joy and

the

=‘m“" the same Mahars that I had

ed to have lead so important o role

our escape [ videnca

Indeed been Kind o' e, foF the. Fep
s still stept

[ My one g

at danger now lay in re-
upper levels in s
a

cn por-
nlllu bullding 1 found 1 large bur

to my he
& way that Pt
Mout my shoulders,
E!m. Thua disgulsed.

Ghak together in the chamber where
had been wont to eat and sleey
Both were glad to see me, it is need-
fo my. though of course they had

ont o me after my trial by the

decided that no time should

could 1
about upon my head without arous-
suspicion.
“However it seemed likely that it would
me once more safely through the
passages and chambers of the
er levels, and so 1 set out with Perry
Ghak—the stench of the illy-cured
fairly choking m;
ther we repaired to the first tier of
ors beneath the main floor of the
i and here Porry and Ghuk haited

one formation. There is nothing at
remarkable about their architecture.

“The
lighted by i el
Teflected through tubes similar to
by which the avenues are lighted.
lower the tiers of chambers, the
Most of the corridors are en-
unlighted.  The Mahars can see
well in semidarkness,
M 1o the main floor we encounter
¥ Mahars, Sagoths and slaves; hut
Mteation was pald us, as we had be-
A part of the domestic life of the

and this was well guarded
This doorway alone were we

10 pass.

little reason to fear

e could uccomplish any harm by so
aud 50 we were not hlndurnl as we

the corridor which led be

in w skin 1 l.'urrlcd throo

And the two bows, with the arrows

arry and I had fashioned. Aa

$ left Ghak and Perry there

o, other ereatures In sight, and 5o

one -worl from the packaj

the balance of the weapons

. started on alohe tuwlrd she

for my dangerous

g Some o th ‘partment I which

bars sldpt I entered silently

M lorllllllll that the creatures
the of hearl

. uunuk thrust through the heart
of the first, but 2y second

g

unhl‘ s

‘next of my victims
Itself against the third, who
¥ up, facing me with wide
Juws.

ve by me into the corridor
%o the regions above
a® loo_quick for it, and wo.

balf-flying, 1t Sourciad down
Soreidor, with me close upon its

118 eacap
meant th
5“ A e utter ruin of our

all probabllity my instant
‘u'hl- thoy lu.m lent Aul to my
best 1 could do no

lhu hﬂ‘w awn withthe leaping

FrEsen
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The one that had been there b

s ey wn{umpn.m pride that 1 mpp-a across ite

ate
un (o the most Dotent secret of thin hor-

=z
H

Judged from
Ing about upon the bench where
been worl

single mlance told me that it tallied
ety

1 it from the anetent -n«nrn”

stumbled upos as v
for-the finding of which Perry had fiven

‘iike & button hook, but waa much | chamber In which was hidden the Gireat
‘and ita point was sharpened. A | Secret of this horrible race of Mahars

Iay the skin

ol- | soukht, nf:er QIEDRLEHINE the three Mahara ol umu.m ot 3 Ilr-nulll\ﬂ oval faee, gz

In their

was no exit from the room oth
oo the ||m|l of my chain 1 than the doorway in which 1 now stood
t by reaching one hand A8 far | gooing the two frightful reptiles,
Cornered, | |lm*w that lhr\ wonld fight
like demons, a
to fight if th
Together llm)' lulm'lll :l |]||\n|uu|\:»~4 |||mn

that supported my loin cloth. and turned

.."5

mv throat! T could | the'
n- Sleaming lnnx- about my s

neP AWAY Sharp talons commented tn ke e b
eucn! ' Cold | {he body,

Iz

powerful,

“and rat
\Imurlml ot ot chinhge now I
would brink him to you anl lat

thing was in my | only served to spur me to Kr-‘-lu-r efforts
to ntay

3
Jock that held my chain. It was struggledeathe Matog .|.‘,.“ & me ,,,,.,‘,
fy simple.  A_child might have | cutting blows with her
s« free, | attompted to protec

an opportun

- v and was examin- | my now AR T A mmm

oy vietinis evidentls with the inten- | weakening mate
b

pected. tor wada 1t Dossibl fo In(‘hlvln the
Mlnw I our cheme of en
o ead:

me. But for the creature walking | strength
us 1 might liave escaped  that | gLy body of my foe.

me. when | and_though’ wenk from pain
tracted by a huge | blood,
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NI Continued

('u\n
SD“F time later we had

o four

ine from th

eded in crawling inside of them our-

That there seemed an excellent
ue to pass unnoticed from

ot an easy thing to fasten the
I her \where we had spiit them
s L8l to remove them trom their |
nk fve, it by remaining out until |
""':nm hd cen sowed in with
o Neln, and leaving an apertirs |
By b renst orrs's skin through
Beh we led ok e handa to sow |
Ly \wore "enabled to accomplish
aur nnm. o really better purpose th |
d hope |
|

then

1 had
we managed
i
by D e the Kame_means were en-
Tt ke them about n - ifelik

to keep the heads erect

sworda up through the

on all sides.  Fortunately, ()\rrr 8 n . naked jdea was enongh to se
Rrreat concourse of Mahars repa to [ Ing on ahead of us Into
the shallow lake which lies a mile ur more | which we now had reached
from the eity, | Perry realized that he w
They o there to indulge their nmphib | GhAK's life and mine, and
fan proclivities m mall fish | fairly begged us to on wlnu.m
xmt| enjoying the h- (11 the water. | though 1 knew that he wae suffering ter
a freshe \\ml‘r Illl« «Im]ln\\ and free | ror thought of falling into the
frm“ |hl‘ larger reptiles which make the | hands of the Sagoths,
lfﬁ,u."'r..':' "”:v’;"";w:'h-";;"z“f"l‘l"' :':.:" impos. Ghak finally solved the problem In part

ond him fen
the  foothill

e Jeopnrdising

by lifting P in his powe: e

The “hick ‘ot tho erowd we_passed | b5, NTUE Perey i his powerful arm and
up the &teps and out on to the plain. - For | ot LU WAL The 1 fast
distance Ghak ined with the | “th: . PR SEAVe] RN

some " than wiier

s traveling toward the | ' X

i but finall. at the botiom of a fitie | b g L)

Ty, ho DAL and | thers. we pemmalned Sagoths were gaining on us rap-

Wt il W paesed and we were mlone, onee ey s ey

Then, «till in our disgulses, we <t oft di- e o
and on we stumbled 1 (he narrow eanyon

that had chosen to approach ()
[ olgits of Sari

| On efther sido rone
| gorgeous, particolored

wh half supporting the

ceipltous olifts nf
ok, while heneath

ible
¢ pssing
vide and entering a sheltoring forest we

hearable, g0 that aft

|
et |
e had our greatest rlm\ullh :“l"" | finally discarded the Mahar skins that had | our feet a thick mointain r v.n
fhe webbed feet, hut Nr:“ " _| roblem | brought us thus far in m»m\ | =oft wnd nofseloss carpot.  Sinee I
vae finails solved.” o that l\I-":‘:h_“ | b il nat” weary you Wit the de- | entered the eanyon we had had no Bim
poved about we did €0 aulte n e "of hat. Biter and eailing. Migh or Vis commencing
Ty foles punctured i e traveled at wdogged run ..-[ ey st o
throats into whieh o o wero thritst | (1% 7% oied in our trneka we | that we would raach the now rapi
wmiited e to see well enough to i e and tarrible hensts s | ing ellita in time i

Prok? | how we barely escaped the eruel fangs of | #houtd be nvertaten.

Thus we .'"'d‘éi' up toward the maln | lonu A Hp'm "the siza of which would o8 Shw
fonr ot the buliding dwar into piticul nsignincanee tho g am-‘ ih, THIBHE BetoIten. i Bt Py

dod the strange  procession, | i Aligecet
Ok Boadol UL el by, Tlontn: ot Senn iter wor . By naw he should hay

came Perry,
e rought Ul thie rear, after admon:
Hoola hat | nged my
i ] could through
ré LM% my dinguioe mto Nis vitaln |
‘::re Te i show any indieations of ful- |
e e of lrrying, feet
e that we were entering the bu
o tnat the main level my henet (mm\‘
w Into my mouth, |
(e with o sense of shame th
simit that 1 was frightened.  Never
Mfore i my life, nor since, il 1 cxpe-
e g sch agony ot seul-earing
T and suspense a enveloped mo then,
B e possiiie Lo sweat bisod 1 swea

Slowiy. after (o tnaniner of locomotis

Mahars, when they
not using thelr winge, Wo crept. through
throngs of husy slaves, Nagoths and Ma-
hare. After what scemed an cteraity” wo
reached the outer door which leads” into
the main avenue of Phutra.

Many Sagoths loiters r the open
fog. They klan t nak as he padded
between them. Then Perry passed, and
then Hooja. Now it was my turn, and
then in a sudden fit of freezing terror
realized that the warm blood* from my |
wounded arm wis trickling down through
the Mahar skin 1 wore |
and leaving it telltale mark upon the
pavement. for [ saw a Sagoth call a com-
panion’s attention to ft.

The guard stepped before me

and point-

peding foot spoke to me in
guage which these two races
employ as n means of communication.

Even had T known what he was
1 could not replied with the dead
fngers of the dead thing that covered me.
Tonee had seen a great Mahar freeze
a presumptuous Sagoth with o loof

semed my only hope, and so 1
Stopping in my moved my sword
s that it made the dead head appear to

trn inquiring eyes upon the gorillman,

long nt 1 stood perfectly
till eying the fellow with those dead cyes.
Then 1 low the head and started |
slowly o |
For a Illllnll‘lli Al|| Illxnr( in the balance,
but b e 1 ed the  guard

Kegoed 0, one side, e T passed on out
fnto the avenue.

(u,\p-rl-.n It

but
safo for the very
that surorunded us

URs
we went u|l {ho: bruaa street,
now we we num-

bers of our enem

On and on we raced

Sariang,
to pi

thosts of the
we should ut least hear the savage «
of the tribosmen as they swarmed to
wer to their king's appeal for

and
rie

Wd—the land of Sarl,
No sign of pursuit developed, an
yot we were sure that somewhero behir
jelentioss Sugoths wore dogging otr In_awnother moment
Aid they never fafled to | ahend should he bla

the frowning cliffs
with primeval wa

until they had | Yors.  But nothing of the kind hap-

X had been turned | pened
A\.‘ [ matter of fact, the SV One had
d. Iny i reach. | hetra At the moment thut we ex

i Gaite Bieong | nacted to sew Barian s
enough in their m..nm..m mun.m to beat | our reliof at Hooju's
o

rmen charging 1
bick, the crave
ound (e eutskrts
an Ro, that he
might come up trom the other wide when

eyt soomed monthe,
I now realize, have heen years,
it of

and may.

we enme’ in sig) the dun escarpmen 00 late to save s, clal
o o s . elal
which huttressed the foothills He.pad b SRR LN e
At almost the same time umm who | “Ligaja, tlll hasbored Jewill swainet
looked ever quite ax much hehind as e pocauge of the blow | hd struck In Diann
fore, announced that he could see a body

| protection, and his ma olo Wi
[ equni to xacrifieing wa il that *ho et
| e res nged upon me.
pil A% we drew nenrer
{and o sign of rescui
wint | Ghak became both ar ry
ind that the Sagotm ean mmo mm Ui | AN prosently, A e sounds of rapid
find {hat, the: Ragpthe | Approaching pursuit fell upon our ears, he
syl called 1o me over his shoulder that we
 Lesiemy th were Jost.
iancing at Perr. A hackward glanee gave me n gl
iy S of the firs. of the Sagoths at the far end of

of men far behind us, topping a low ridge
It was the longexpecte

B

the barrier clifta

are
Then.

o
e atined,

The old man

was rly exhausted.  For much of the (@ consideriole stretch of cany
n--rlml nf our (ilght elther Gialt or T hed | Which we hag Just pasrsd.  an
half on the mareh, With | sudden turning shut the ugly

wueh 0 i, lems oot rursiiers than | from my View;
the Sagoths caslly overtake us he- | umphant rage ‘w

Bore. v i r('4||c the rugged helghts | evidence that the gorilin-man had Miinted
which confronted u |

2 ko on ahead.” 1 said.
make it If we are able;
A you tw

“Again th anyon veered sharply to the
t. but cher branch
m the general

v all, should be tion, appeared more like
It can't ‘be helped. main than the lefthand
We have simply to face it ranok,
1wl £ a companion,” was Sagoths were now net aver two
Ak o hundred find My vards behind us. and
T e t this great, hair; was hopeless for us to
primes had uny: wich nobility, of e SO e by a ruse.
charactor stowod him. 1 had | There was o bare chance of saving Ghak
alwa i him. bt now 1o my iking | and Perry, and as 1 reached the b
Wi haded homor” and remmcet. es, and | INE of the canson 1 took the. ehance,
|- Pausing thore, 1 waited unal the fore-
But will [ urged him to go on uhend, | most Sagoth Inta ight."Ghak and
insdting that 1€ he could reach monis | Dorry had dtsappented. round

he mu.m |xo able ng out a wlll.nl nt | the Ix-ﬂ hand canyon, and as t

) Sagoth's
ha

for ive Sagoths and rescue | Hav ell
iery Nd gt we T turned
0, he wouldn't leave us, and that was | branch. My

entire party of manhunters raced head-

ongs after me up one canyon, while Ghak

bore Perry to sufety up the other.
CONTINUED MONDAY.

all there was to it; but he suggested that
Hooln might hurrs: on and warn the Sa-
King's danger.
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PTER XI1—(Continued)
“’x‘w had never been my partieu-
forts, and now, when my
"jepended upon fleetness of foot, I
sy that 1 ran any better than on
when my not overbrilliant

‘rooters’_rauco
.{"lmuon
“gagotha were galn e rap
W (ne In particular, hewter. than. his
One 5 periiously close.
anyon had become but a rocky sllt
- ,.'mr ‘at n steep angle toward

 oned & pass between two abutting

a re
4 nm! "Cnll a cnb

could not even gue:
""m: xm-vm of hundreds of
the corresponding valley upon
uas Had I plunged Into a

could not hope to out-

,..""” to the :*n“n: the
hined to Fisk ll in

Ay ek them temporarily, and

- my rudely made

o "i‘u’""""' w from the skin
hung behind my shoulder.

e shatt with my HERL hand

‘and wheeled toward

..,ru ol my birth T never hnd
t since our escapo fro

,.,,l he party mipy! i with
hd ' arrow, an

wood of
" this, with the strength and
of my new string, gave me un-

achieve even under
hann ‘itcumstances 1 Title fhott

hatt arawn back its full
: my eye had centred its sharp
‘Won the left. breast of my adver-
v; and then he launched )Iln hatchet

w. At the Instant

0!
nnu attack with a spear thrust.
wish of the hatchet as it

z
Z
H
53
H
]
H
H

h ne

plerced the Sagoth's savage
wid with a single groan he lunged
At my feet—stone dead.

behind him were two more—fifty
 perhaps—but the distance gave mo
1o smatch up tho dead guardsman’s
for the close call his hatchet had

which I had purloined at Phutra
n able to bring along,

d brought us safely from

ith the shield slipped well up on my
am [ let fly another arrow. which
ght down @ second Sagoth, and then,
s fellow's hatchet sped toward me,

It upon the shield, and fitted an-

[‘other ahart. shatt fnr him; but he did not wait
to rece

vnmm ho turned and retreated toward
m« main body or gorillamen. Evidently

© had seen enough of me for the mo-
ment,

Onee more T took up my flight, nor
wers the Sagoths

nose to the end of fta nlnl\hy tall it was
fully twelve foet fn lengt

As It sighted the w'ummn it emitted &
most frightful ronr, and with open mouth
charged full upon them. With n ery of
terror the foremost gorillaman turned to
escape, hut Ivr-mml him he ran full upon
his onrushin

{o press their pursuit so closely as be-
re.

Unmolested 1 reached the tap of the
canyon, where T found a sheer drop of two
or thres hundred feot to. the bottom of &
rocky chasm, but on the left a narrow
ledge rounded the shoulder of the over-
hanging clift.

Along thia T namnrm and, at a sud-
dnn Jurning afow ' yards bevond ‘the
‘end, the path widened, and at my
JOft T snw tha cpening 15 & lnrge cave.
Bofore, the ledizo continued untll It passed
from sight about another projecting but-
tress of the mountaln.

Here 1 felt I could defy an nrmy, for

n

B

was awaiting him until he came full upon
me around the corner of the turn. About
mo lay scattored stones crumbled from
the clift above. They were of varlous
sizes and shapes, but enough were of
handy dimensions for use as ammunition
in'llew of my preclous arrows. - Gathering
stones Into a littlo pile

beside the mouth of the cave, I awaitod
um advance of the Sagoths.

stood thero, tenso and silent, lls-
teninl for the first falnt sound that Ahould
announce the approach of my enemies, a
Bllght nalse.trom within ths cavers bitel
deptha attracted my attention. It might
have been produced by the moving of the
body of some huge beast rising from the
rocky floor of its

At almost the samo Instant T thought
(NAL T cavght the Soraping of hide hanc
dals upon the ledge beyond the turn. For
the mest few seconds my attention was
considerably divided.

And then from the Inky blackness at
my right I saw two flaming eyes glaring

. They were on a level that
or two feet above my hea

"5t Tn’truo that the beast who owned
them might bo standing upon a ledge
within_ the cave, or that It might be
rearing upon its hind lega; but I
waoh onough of the monsters of Tellucidar
to know that [ might be facing somo new
and frightful Titan, wh imensions
and ferocity eclipsed those of any : had
before seen.

Whatever it was, It was coming slowly
toward the cntrance of the cave, and
now, deep and forbidding, it uttered o
low ‘and ominous growl.

T walted no longer to dlspute possession
of the ledge with the thing which owned
that volee. The noise had not boen loud
—T doubt If the Sagoths heard it at all—
but the suggestion of latent possibilities
behind it was such that I knew it could
only emanate from a glgantic and fero-
cloun beast,

As T backed along the ledge T soon was

ast the mouth of the cave, where T no
Tonger could  ses thoso  fenrful, flaming
eyes, but an instant later I caught sight
of the flendish face of a Sagoth as It was
warlly advanced beyond the clift's turn

the ledge in pursuit, and after him came
as many of hie companion as could erowd
upon each other's At the same
timo the beast emerged from the cave, so
that he and the .su..unm "came face 1o
fage upon that nar dge.
Ahink win an enOFmOUS cavebear,
aring Its eolowsal bulke fully elght oot
at the shoulder, wige from tho tip of ita

he horror «r the following seconds i
tndescribable. The Sagoth nearest the
cave bear, finding hin escape  blocked,
turned and leaped de||h"n\n|y o an awful
death upon the jagged rocks 300 feet be-
ow.

Then those giant Jaws reached out and
gathored In the next—thera was a slck-
ening sound of crunching bones, wnd the

eliff's edgo. Nor did the mighty beast
{yen, Dane in hia steady advance along
mEhricking Sagotha wers now_leaping
madly over the precipice to eseape him,
and the last T saw he rounded the turn,
still pursuing the demorallzed remnant of
man-hunters.

For a tong time T could hear the horrld
roaring of the hrute intermingled with the
soreams and shrieks of his vietims, until
finally the awful sounds dwindied and he
disappeared.

Later T learned from Ghak, who had
finally come to his tribesmen and r»hlrnml
with a party to rescue me, t!
ae it {s called, pursued the ﬂn:ﬂlhl uan
it had exterminated tho entire ban

was, of course, positive that 1 had
fallen prey to the terrible creature which,
within Pellucidar, Is truly the king of
beasts,
Not caring to venture back into the
eanyon, whera T might fall prey either to
the cave bear or the Sagoths, T continued
on along the ledge, belleving that by fol-
lowing round the mountain I could reach
the land of Sarl from another dection.
But T evidently heeame confused by the
twisting and turning of the eanyons and
gullles, for T did not come to the land of
Sarl then, nor for a long time thereafter.

‘With no heavenly gulde, it s little won-
llv‘r lhnl T became confused and lost In
of those mighty hills. What in
reality 1.0id waa to paan_entitely (hrough
them and come out above the valley upon
the farthor slde. 1 know that T wandered
for a long time until, tired and hungry, [

limestone formation which had taken the
place of the granite farther 3

The cavo which took my fancy lay half-
way up the precipitous side of a lofty cliff
The way to it was such that T knew no
axtremely formidablo benst couid treuent
It, nor was it largo enough to mal
comfoftable habitat for any but the smalis
er mammals or reptiles. Yet It was with
the utmost caution that T crawled within
its dar! 3

I found a rather large chamber,
lghted by n narrow cleft In the rock above
which let tho sunlight filter in in sufficient
quantities to partially dlspel the utter
darkness which T had expected.

The cave was entirely empty, nor were
thero any signs of its having beén recently
occupled. Tho opening was comparatively
small, s tha er considerable effort,
T'was able to Jug up & boulder from tha
valley below which entirely blocked it.

Then I returned to t
armful of grasses, and on
fortunate enough to knock over un orthopl,
the diminutive horse of Pellucidar, a littla

world. Thus, with food and bes
turned to my lair, where after 2 meal of
raw meat, to which I had now become
aquite accustomed, 1 dragged the boulder
before the entrance and curled myselt

3

upon my bed of grasses—a naked, pri-
meval eaveman, as savagely primitive a:
my prehistoric progenitors.

CHAPTER XTIL

THE UGLY ONE.

1 awolke rested but hungry, and, pushing

the boulder aside, crawled out upon the
little rocky shelf which was my

porch.

Before me spread a_small but beautiful
valley, through the centra of whicl
clear parkling river wound Its wa.
down to an fnland sen, the blue waters
f which were just visible between the
two mountaln ranges which embraced this
little paradise.

The sides of the opposite hills were
green with verdure, for a great forest
clothed them to the foot of the red and
yellow and coprer green of the towering

rags which formed thelr summit. The
vn||ry ltnelf weascarpioted with ‘a uxu-

ant grass, while here and there patches
oF WG Rawers e kreat wpintios of
vivid color against the prevalling green.
otted over the face of the Valiey were
littls clusters of p

stood antelope, while others grazed in the
gben, or wandered gracofully to s nearby
ford to

CO\"A‘I\‘IH"D TOMORROW.
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CHAI‘TFR XITT—(Continued)
RE were several species of this
lu-mmﬂ animal, the most magnificent
pomewhat resembling the glant eland of
W except that thelr spiral horns form
lete curve backward over their ears
8 oom e forward again beneath them,
""" L4 font Datore the face and above

y remind one of & thorough-

d bull, }'Q( they are very
i H,fa"m. The brond yellow bands

agfle yello
The dark Toan of thetr coats

All In all, they are hand-

st saw (D AR added the Anishing

mals,
o i sirange and lovely landscape
{hat spread before my new
1 had dotormined to make tho cave my
dquarters, and with it as a base make
B atic exploration of the surround-
in search of the iand of Bari
o o gevoured the balance of the
mpn

. wilied beforo my, lnst. sleen.
id the great secret of the Mahars

o niche at the back of my cave,

Bed the boulder hefore my front door.

distance stood cnnlemuh(lnl me with serl.

and upcocked e
®nce one of the old bull_antelopes of

vear the lower end of the valley I
,."d a number of tapirs, and across the

v saw a great sadok, the enormous
bl horned. progenitor of the  modarn

P the valley's end the cliffs upon the

out Into_the sea o that to pass

yound them as T desired to do it was
seary to scalo them in search of a

Jedge along which I might continuue my

Josrser. Some fifty feet from the hase [

pon . projection which formed a

Stural path along the face of the clff,

thin I followed out over the sea to-

Here the ledgo inclined rapidly up-
op of the cliffs, the

“And at the first glance there broke upon
my horrified vision the most frightful
thing 1 had ever seen even within Pellu-

ar

It was a glant dragon such as is ple.
tured in the legends and fairy tales of

Its huge body must have
40 feet in length, while the bat-

Ings that n\llllmﬂed It In midair
38 o aprend o Its gaping jaws
e ol with. Rongs ahaty taeth and
1ts claws equipped with horrible talons.

The hissing nofse which had first at-
tracted my attention was issuing from
Its throat and seemed to be directed at
nmuhlnl hr)uml and below me which
1 could not see.

The uﬂn pon which 1 stood torminated
abruptly v paces r on, and A
1 reached th& end 1 saw the cause of the
Peptile’s 3

Some time In past ages an earthquake
had produced a fault at this point, so
that beyond the spot where I stood the

T THE EARTHS (ORE
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sratahad slipped down a matter of 20 |
ronuit was that the continu-
nllnn of my ledge lay 20 feet below
where it ended as nhl‘!ll»") as did the
end upon which I sto d
nd here, evidently halted in flight by
this insurmountable hr'nk in the ledge,
stood the object of the creature’s attack
<A gIrl cowering upon the narrow plat-
'ﬂrm. h!' fllcu burled In her arms, as
thou out the sight of the
'rllh!l\ll llPl“h which hovered just above

'rm dragon was eircling fower, and
seemed about to dart in upon its prey.

. searce i
Instant in which to the possible
chances that I had against the awfully
armed creature: but the sight of that
mxm«n-u ST below me called out to
All that . me, And the inatinet
for protection” of the ot sox, which
must have nearly equaled the instinct o
self-preservation In primeval man, drew
me to the girla side ke an irreaiatible |
magn |

Alm.uu thoughtless of the consaquences,
1 leaped from the end of the ledge upon
which I stood for the tiny shelf, 20 feet
below. At the same. Instant. the dragon
started in toward the girl, but my sudden
advent upon the scene must has
him, for he veered to one aide and then
rose ahove us once m

Tho noise 1 made as T landed heside
her convineed the #irl that her end had
come, for she thought that I was the
dragon: but finally, when no cruel fany
closed upon her, she raised her eyes in as-
tonishment,

As they fell upon me the expression
that came into them would be diffcult to
describe; but her feolings could searcely
have bean one whit moro complicated than
my own, For the wide eyes that looked
Into mine were those of Dian the Beau-
tiful.

“Dian!" T eried. “Dian! Thank Heaven
that I came in time.”

“You?" she whispered, and then she hid
her face again; nor cou tell whether
she were glad or angry that I had com

Once more the dragon eping to-
ward us, and so rapidly that 1 had no
time to unsling my bow. All that T could

o was to snatch up a rock and hurl it
at the thing's hideous face. Again my
alm was true, and with a hiss of paln
and rage the reptile wheeled once more
and sonred away.

Quickly T fitted an arrow now, that T
might be ready at the next attack, and
as 1 did @ 1 looked down at the girl. so
that T surprised her in a surreptitious
glance whic was stealing at me;
but immediately she again covered her
face with

“Look at me, Dian," T plended. “Are
you not glad to see me?”

She_looked

ate yo
I was about to heg her for a fair hearing,
she_pointed over my shoulder.

“The thipdar comes.” sho sald, and T
turned again to meet the reptile.

So this was a_thipdar. I might have
known it. The cruel bloodhounds of the
Mahars, the long extinet pterodactyl of
the outer world. Dut this time I met it
with a weapon it had never faced hefore,

1 had selected my longest arrow, and
with all my strength had bent the bow
until the very tip of the shaft rested upon

and then, ax

let_drive straight for that tough breast.
Hissing like the escape valve of a steam
ine, the mighty creature fell, turning
and twisting, into the sea below, my arrow
Buted somnletaly I s cercams,
ned toward ' the

k-nklnl past mo. It was Aidont that whe
had seen the thipdar die.

“DIan” 1 said. “won't you tell me that

you." was hor only reply ; but 1 |
imagined that there was less vehemence in
hefore—vet it might have been |
Imagination 1
o you hate me, Dian?" 1 asked, |

but ahe 41d ot AeweR e |
|

1 doing here," 1 asked
happered to you_sinee

Hooja freed you from the Sagotha

At first T thought that she was going to |
Ignore me entirely, but finally she thought
better of

running away from Jubal
the Ugly One.” she said.“After T escaped
from the Sagoths T made my way alone
y own land; but on account of
Jubal 1 did not dare enter Villagen or |
let any of my friends know that I had
mun.m Tor fear that Juba) mignt find 1t |

"Hy Wwhtehing for a long time T found |
that my brother had not yet returned, |
and so T continued to live in a cave beside ‘
A valley which my race seldom frequents,
awaiting the time that he should come
back and free me from Jubal

“Hut at last one of Jubal

huntors saw
¢ father's
t

d n
cave to see if my brother ||m| ¥
turned, and he gave the alarm. and
#et out after me. He has been purs
me across many lands. |

“He cannot be far behind me now. |
When he comes he will kill you and earry
me back to his cave He fs a terrible

T have gone an far aa 1 can ¥o, |
and there I8 no escape.

She looked hopelessls up at the con-
tinuation of the ledge, 20 feet ab us.

"ut he AhAIl not have me.”
denly cried with great vehen
she pointed (h\nr “Il‘ edge

nd a shall have me |

,-n- sud-
e, “The

of the el\t—an
rather than Jubal:

9 I have you now, Dian!" I eried.
it il Jubal nor ‘any other have you,
for you are min

And 1 weized her hand, nor did 1 lift
It abiove her hend and let It fall in token
of 1

She hail risen to her feet JSnd wae

looking Aralght into my eyes with level

“I do not believe you she sald, “for
it you meant it you would have done this
when others wers present {o witnesn
T thon ( ‘should. truly have been your
mate; no_one to o
do It for you know that without wit:
nesses your act does not bind yuu to
me

She withdrew her hand from mine and
turned away.
tried to convince her that T was sin-
cere, hut she could not forget the humili-
ation that I had put on her upon that other
oceasion.

you moan all that you say you
will e ample chance to prove it she
sald, “if Jubal does not catch and kil
you. T am in your power, and the treat-
ment you accord me will be the best
proof of your intentions toward me.
not your mate, again 1 tell you that

b

hate you, and that be glad
it T nover saw you ngain

Dlan cartainty wan'candid. = Tiers was
no ving ‘that. I found

e e LR T
characteristic of the cavemen of

“Finally 1 nuwrmum that we make
pt to gain my cave, wh

. vo sonrening Jubal. for
I am free to admit that I had no con-
siderable desire to meet the formidable
and ferocious creature, of whose mighty
prowess Dian had told me when I first
met her.

CONTINUED TOMORROW.
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XITT—Continued
rmed with & puny
[t was who, arm
aite. ot and Killed a cave bear
: s 1t wn Jubal
‘east hin spear entirely through
ol A arcass of the sadok at 60
Tt was he who had crushed the
ot » charging dyryth with & sinele
of His warelub.

¥ wan not pining to meet the Uty
and It was quite certain thal
‘not. go out and Wunt.

“‘Jl?ll the Ul|y One face to face.
it happe

Dian Poek along_the ledge
o had come, earching for a
that would lead us to I:: :;v o’r::.
g that wo cou on o
- ““ my own little valley,
e oatn wa should find
(ho cllllloD

the
1 feit
of Ingress from

Ing

hance mething

e L Y Khew that ;rho wotild

oly hidden away from pur-

"'.’.-nlnm the shelter of my

~..a the valiey would afford her
ance

7T wae much
"m'a""l Wlmed b ke b
'y suggosting that something ter-
et n-p,m. 'to me: that T might, in

fqued by her freat.
Reart wan and

et worth & cent. at least

far as 1 eoutd porcel simply
gped those | mll’nlﬂcan( ahoulders

e and mu erething to. the
that ono wa ot a4 of troutle 0

‘my life to save hers, It was in-
that even & duughter of the stone
could be 80 ungrat
saybo her heart Partook of the qual
of her epoch.
tly we found a rift in the ciiff
jioh had been widened and extended
'the action of water draining through
from the plateau above. ve us a
rough climb to the summit, but

At our right lay a dense forest, but o
ft the country was open and cl
e plateaw'n farther verge. 1t was
this’ direction that our way led, ané
had turned to resume our journey

Dian touched my
turned to her, lh\nk|n( that she was
to make peace overtures; but I was

en.
bal,” she sald and nodded toward the
ked. and there, emerging from the
wood, came a perfect glant of a
He must have been seven feet tall,
proportioned accordingly. He still
100 far off for me to distinguish his

YRun” T said to Dian; ~-x
&mlll you get a good s

"

n engage

Maybe
hold him until you oy gotten en-

Then, without a backward glance, T
advanced o meet the URly One. 1 had
hoped that Dian would have a kind word
0 say to me befors she went, for she
muat have known that T was going to my
death for her sake he never so
thuch nd It was with

heavy heart that I ot throush the
flower-bemangled grags to my d

“Fose enouen to Jubal

to dllllnmunh W features T understood

ow It was that he had earned the so-

briquet of Ugly O

Abparently some fearfal heast had

fipped away one entire side of his face.

eye was gone, the nose, and all the
flesh, 80 that ‘his Jawa and all hix testh
were exposed and grinning through the
horrible scar.

Formerly he may have been as good to
look upon as the others of his handsome
race, and It may be that the terrible result
of his encounter had tended to
already strong and brutal character.
However this may be, it is quite certain

f
them, were distorted In rage at the sight
of Dian with another male, he was fn-
deed mont terrible to see and much more
terrible to meet.

Droken into & run. and as he
adva his mighty spear,
nn- T haltea” knd, Niting Ah arrow (5

Dow, took a8 steady aim as 1 could
T"vas momewhat longer. th T 1
munt confens that the stght of this awist
man had wrought my nerves to
such an extent that my knees were any-
thing but steady.

What chance had I against this mighty
warrior for whom even the flerce cave

o terrors? Could 1 hope to
best one who slaughtered the sadok and
the dyryth single-handed

1 shuddered but, in falrnesd to myselt,
my fear was more for Dian than for my
al

CHAPTER XIV.
THE GARDEN OF EDEN.
ND then the great brute launched his
massive stonetipped spear, and I
ralsed my shield le hre-k the force of ite
terrific veloaity. impact hurled me
to my knees, but (o shietd hnd defected
the missile and I was unecat hed. *
al was rushing upon me now with
the only remaining weapon that he car-
ried—a murderous-looking knife.
He was, to0 close for a careful bow
. but o came,
Without taking alm. My arrow. plerc
the fleshy part of his thigh, mmcunu a
paintul but.not disabling woun
And then he was upon me.
My nxlnky saved me for the Instant. T
ducked beneath his raised arm, and when
he wheeled to come at me again he found
a sword's point In his face. And a mo-
ment later he felt an inch or two of it in
the muscles of his knife arm, so that
thereafter ho went more warily.
It was o duel of strategy now—the
man maneuvering to get in-

and thrice T
caught has knife blow upon my shield,
Each time my sword found his body—once
penetrating to his lung. He was covered
with blood by this time, and the internal
hemorrhage induced paroxysms of cough-
ing that brought the red stream through
his hideous mouth and opening where his
nose hiad been, covering his face and breast

with bl

th.
He waa & most unlovely apeotacls, but
he was far from
'An the duel continued T began to gain

confldence, for, to be perfectly candid, 1
had not expected to survive the first rush
of that monstrous engine of ungoverned
T think that Jubal,
f me,
change to n feeling of respect, and then in
his primitive mind there evidently loomed
the thought that perhaps at last he had
met his master and was facing his end.
t any rate it is on

act, which was In the nature of a lnst re-
sort t of forlorn hope, which could
only have been born of the bellef that if
he ‘did not kil me auickly I should kil
him.

»

happened on the occasion of his
fourth charge, when, Inatend of striking
At me with his knife, he dropped that
weapon, and, seizing my sword m-an in
both hands, wrenched the weaj

my grasp as easily as though 1 had Seen
babe.

Fiinging 1t far to one eide he stood
motionless for just an instant, glaring into
my face with such a horrid ma-
lignant triumph as to almost unnerve
Mme—_then he aprang for me with his bare

nds,

But it was Jubal's day to learn new
methods of warfare. For the first time
© had seen ow and arrows, never
before that duel had he beheld a sword,
and now he learned what a man who
knows may do with his bare fists.

A he came for me, like a great bear,
T ducked agalii beneath his outatretched
arm, and s I came up planted as clean
a blow upon his jaw as ever you have
seen,

Down went that

great
flseh, sprawling ul

the

mountain of
ground.

v him
with another does ‘ready when he shouid
gain his knee:

Up he came at last, almost roaring in
his rage and mortifoation; but nc et
I let him

i this time T think Jubal had_gone
mad with hate, for no sane L would
have come back for more times

once that Jubal the Usly One weuld never
get up again

But even as T looked upon that massive
body lying there erim and terrible
in death T could not belleve that I, eingle
handed, had bested this slayer arful
beasts—this glgantic orsre of the ‘stone

age
Ficking up the owatd £ lolnod upon n.
looking down on the dead body of
foeman, as T thought of the battle
1 had just fought and won a great idea
was born In my braln—the outcome of
ha

should be their ulnl
and Dian their queen.

Rdte wave of doubt swept o

1t ‘was quite within® the Dossibilities of
Dian to look down upon me even were I
king. She was quite the most superior

person T had ever met—with the most
convineing way ot letting you know that
she was superi

Well--1 would 0 to the cave, and tell
her that I had killed Jubal,

and 1 turned to gather up my shield and
3 urry after her,

astonishment 1 found her standing not 10
paces behind m

“GIFl!" I cried. “What are you doing
here? 1 thought that you had gone to
the cave, as I told you to do."

Up went her head, and the ook that
lhu gave me took all the majesty out of

ittle. foot. as
the daughter o( a king,
and, furthermore. I hate you."

1 was dumfounded—thin w:
for saving her from Jubal!
looked at the corpse.

“Maybe I saved you from a worse fate,
old ma ald, but T guess it was lost
o Dian, for she did not seem to notice
it at -IL

you
stamping her
ples

thanks
T turned and

to my cav
am und and Nungry.”
CONTINUED TOMORROW.

1 sald. T
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PRS-
CHAPTER KTV—(Continued)
followed along a_pace wmum me,
pelther of us peaking.

and she evl fdently didn’t elr‘ !o
with the Inwnr ﬂn‘l’n‘.

he way through, as T
at !\l ltnll a word of
ouid have rewarded mo, for T

£
3t
35
g
2
iz
227
33
g
El
3
5
£

ve done a very wonderful lh!n‘
have D ed the redoubtable Jubal in a
to-hand encounter. o !

oulty In finding my lair
e hd n0 O fnto the valley And
Al Antelope which T
Up the steep ascent to the ledge
the door. mra we ate in silence,
onally T glanced at her, thinking
‘the sight of for Jearing at raw flesh

nts toward her; but to my sur-
Tfound that she ate quite as daintily
"o most clvllized woma of my ac-
noe, and finally 1 ‘found  myselt
Tn foolish rapturo at the beauties
strong, white teeth, Such is love.
our repast we went down fo the
and bathed our hands an
e ther Al went
to the cave. o ord 1
Into_the “qurtherest corner and
up was soon aleep.
When 1 awoke T found Dian:aitting in
oorway looking out across tho valley,
eamo out she moved to ono side
me pass, but she had no word for me.
x-una to hate her, but T couldn't.
timo T Took thin

e that T nearl
In my throat, #o that I nearly

+® { had never been in lovo before,

14 not need any ald in diagnosing

'wo had eaten again T asked Dian
Intended returning to her tribo now
Jubal wan dead, but she shook her

sadly, sald that she did not care,
here s “util Jubal's brother to. b
—his oldest brother.

t has ho to do with It?"T asked.
n. 100, want you, or has the option
become a family helrloom, to be
on down from generation to gen-

e was not quite sure as to what I
s probable” she said, “that they | 1

will want revenge for the death of
ere Gro seven of them—seven

commenced to look as though I had
a contract much too large for

*Had Jubal any cousins?* I asked.
2t was just as well to know the worst

once.
T renlted Dian, “but they don't
They all have mates. Jubal's
ave no mates because Jubal
get nono for himseff. Mo was so
that women ran aw
ha

vo even thrown themselves from

cliffs of Amoz into the Darel Az

than mate with the Ugly One.”

“But what had that to do with his
* 1 asked.

brothers?" I asked.
/"1 forget that you are not of Pel-
Toeidar,” said Dian. with a look of pity
mized with contempt, and the contempt
r.a to be laid on a little thicker than

clrcumstances warranted—as though
fo make quite certain that I shouldn't
overlook It

she continued, “a younger
brother may not take a mate until all his
older brothers have done so, unless the
oder brother waives his prerogative,
which Jubal would not do, knowling that

48 long as he kept them single they would
l- all the Kecnor. ln alding him to secure

} Rotictng that Dian was becoming more
sommunicative I began to entertain hopes
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that sha might be warming up toward me
A bit, though upon what slender thread 1
hung my hopes I soon discovered.

"As you dare not return to Amos" 1
ventured, “what 18 to becoms of you, since
you eannot hl! happy hers with me, hating
me as you d

1 shall mn-a to put up with yor
replied coldly, “until you ses fit t

shall get along very well alone.”

1 looked at her In utter amazement.
seemed fnoredible that even a prehistorio
woman could be 80 cold and heartless and
ungrateful. Then I rose.

“I ghall leave you now,” T sald haught.
fly, “I have had quite enough of your
Ingratitude and your Insults."

Then T turned and strods majestically
down toward the valley. I had taken A
hundred steps .in absoluts silence, and
then Dian spoke.

I hath you," she -hnuud. and her voles
broke—in rage, I thou

T was absolutely m\lernhle. but T hadn't
gone far when I began to realize that I
couldn't leave her alone thers without
protection, to hunt her own food amid the
dangera of the savage worl

She might hate me, and revile me, and
heap indignity after indignity upon me,
as she already had, until I should have
hated her; but the pitiful fact remained
That I loved hor, and T could not leave her
there alone.

he moro T thought ahout it the madder
T got, 8o that by the time I reached the
valley I was furious, and the result of it
vas that 1 turned right round and went
up that cliff again twicoe as fast as I had
come dewn.

I saw that Dian had left the ledge and
gone within the cave, but I boited right
in after her. She was lying upon her
face on the pile of grasses I had gath-
ered for her bed. When she heard me
gntar sho kprank to her oot like a tigress.
“I hate you," she o

Coming from tho "irlitiant 1ignt of the
noon-day sun into the semidarkness of the
cave 1 could not see her features, and
waa rather glad for I disliked to think of
the hato that I should have read there.

did not say a word to her at first.

T just strode across the cave and grasped

her by the wrist, and when she struggled

put my arm around her 6o a3 to pinton
her hands to her side;

Sho fought like a “tigross, but 1 took
my left hand and pushed her head back.
I fmagine that I had suddenly turned
brute; that I had gone back @ thousand
milllon years, and was again o vernnlnu
caveman, taking my mate by fore

And then I kissed that beautital mouth
again and again.

“Dian,” I cried, shaking her roughly,
“I love you. Can't you understand that
I love you? That I lovo you botter than
all else In this world or my own?

1 am going to have you? That love ke

arms now, and as my eyes became accus-
tomed to the light I saw that she was
smiling—a very contented, happy smile.
was thunderstruck. Then T realized

that, very gently, she was trying to dis-
engage her arms, ynd 1 loosened my grip
upen them so that ‘she could do so. Slow-
Iy they came up and nlom ‘about my neck,
and then she drew my lips down to hers
once more and held T thete Tor & long
time. At last she spoke.

Why dn't you do this at first, David?
ve alting so lon

b Iu\l" | tried. " *You sid that you
hated me

DId you expect me to run Into your
arms and say that T loved you | befors 1
knew that you ~

“But 1 have mld you right along that
I love you,”

“Love mpeaks In acts” o replied.
Yoy coul have made
what you wished It to say, mt ust now
when you came and took ma In your arms
your heart spoke to mine in the language
that & woman's heart understands. What
a sllly man you are, David.”

Then you haven't hated me at ail,
Dian?" I asks

“T  have pma you always" she
whispered, "from the first ‘moment that
1 saw you, though I did not know it until
that time you struck down 1 he Sly
One, and then epurned me

“But T dldn't spurn you, dear I 1 oried.
s ﬂldn'l know your ways—I doubt it
t seems incredible that you
couM “Have reviled me a0, and yet have
cared for me all the time.

“You might have known' she sald,
“when I did not run away from you mn
It was not hate which chained me to y

and when I had learned the outcome of
the combat It would hava been a simplo
thing to have eluded you and returned
to my peopi

rothors—and cousing,” 1
'hnw about them

She smiled and hid her rneo on my
shoulder,

T had to tell you something, David,
#he whispered. "I must needs have some
excuse for remalning near you."

“You littlo sinner '
you ha
nothis

exclalmed. “And
1 this anguish for

n
have suffored oven mors ha an.
swered simply, “for T thought that you
did not love me, and T was helpless. 1
couldn’t como to you and demand that my
ove bo returned, as you have just come

o me.
“Just now when you went awa:
went with you. I was wretched, mrmed.
miserable, and my heart was breaking.
I wept. and [ have not done that before
since my mother died.”

oro was the molsture of tears about
her eyes. was near to making me
cry myself »m-n I thought of all that poor
child had been through, Motheriess and
un ted: hunted ncross a savage,
prlmovnl World by that hidoous brute of a
man; exposed to the attacks of the count-
less fearsome denizens of its mountains,
its plains, and Its jungles—it was a mira-
cle that she had survived at al

nt the human race of the outer crust
might survive. lo mo very proud to
think that 1 had won th love ‘of such &
woman,

Of course she couldn't read or write;
there was nothing cultured or refined
about her as you judge culture and refine-
ment; but she was the essence of all that
1s best In woman, for she was good and
brave and noble and virtuous. And she
was il thesa thinga in spite of the fact
that thefr observance entailed suffering
and danger and possible death,

How much easler It would have been
to have gone to Jubal In the first place!
She would have been his lawful mate. Sho

does to the woman of today (o bo & queen

"It 1 an somparative glory; wny wi
you look at it. If there were only hal

you'd find that it would be considerabls
glory to be the wifo of a Dahomey chief.

I couldn’t help but compare Dian's ac.
tlon with that of a splendid youos woman
1 had Known In New York—I mean splen-
1"t Took at and to talk tor She had
been head over heels In love with a chum
mine—a _clean, manly chap; but she
nad married a brokendown, disreputable

zo

o1d debauchss becauiss he was a count in

mma dinky Illﬂn qurnlvﬂm prlnel]vl"lv
hat was not even accorded a

lor by the atlasmarers
Yes, I was mighty proud of Dian.
After a time wo declded to set out for

had told Dian about our plan of emancl-
pating the human raco of Pellueldar, and
she was fairly wild over it
o sald that If Dacor, her brother,

would only return he could easily bs King
of Amoz, and that then he and Ghak
could form an alllance. That would give

us a flying start, for the Sarlans and
Amonites wero both very powerful tribes.

Onco they had been armed with swords
and bows and and tratned in
thefr use, wo wers confident that they
could ovorcomo any tribs that seemed
distnelined to foin the great army of
erated Stales which we wete planning o
arch upon the Maha

CONTINUED TOMORROW.
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CHAPTER X1V (Continued)
EXPLAINED the various destructive
Imum-- of war which Perry and I
4 construct after a little experimenta.
o gunpowder, rifles, cannon and the

nd
It her. arms about my neck, and tell
me what a wonderful thing I w

i Deginning to think that T was
notent, though I really hadn't done
anything but talk—but that is the way
Fith women when they love. Perry ured
say that If n fellow was one-tenth a
femarkable as his wife or mother thought
im he would have the world by the tail
with a down-hill pull

CHAPTER XV,
BACK TO BARTH.
HE first time we started for Sarl T
stepped Into & nest of polsonous vipers
pefore we reached the valley.
A little fellow stung me on the ankle,
ahd Dian made me come back to the cave,
Bhe said that I mustn't exercise or
might prove fatal; it it had been n fatls
grown snake that struck me, she said, [
Wouldn't have moved a single pace from
tho nest—d have died in my tracks, so
virulent ir the pol 01301
t was | must have been inld up for
quite A while, though Dian's poultice of
Derbe and leaves nnnlly Tediiced the swell-
and drew out the
'n:- 'ynlmdr prnvud “most _tortunate,
an idea which
-daea ' thousandfold to the value of my
an missiles of offense and dofense.
As T was able to be about again T
Sought out some adult vipers of the spe-
dles which had stung me, and, having
Killed them, I extracted thelr virus,
-lnrlnl it upon the tips of several ar-

TTater T shot a hyenodon with one of
these, and, though my artow infited but
 superficial flesh wound,

erumpled in death almost immediately h(‘
was h t.

We now et out once mora for the land

of the Sarians, and it was with feelings of

eternal noonday sun. It may have been
an hour or a month of earthly time; I
do not know.
Wo crossed the river and passed
through the mountains beyond, and finally
e out upon a great level |llu|n
which stretched away s far as the

could reach.
1 cannot tell you in what direction it
stretched even if you would care to know,

for all the while that T s “unm i
lucidar [ never disco butlocal
methods of indicating d!recllnn——lhere is
Ro north, no south, no cast,

Up s about the ontydireetion which

e zun neither rises nor wots there Is no
method of indicating direction bey
Vielble. abfects such as high. mounthin,
forests, lukes, an 3
The pinin which lies beyund the white
k the Darel Az v the
fs% nbarest the Moatains o ou
o hout nn near to_diroetion A any P
Iucidarian can come. 1f you happen ot
ve t the Darel Az
white cliffs, or the Mountaint of the
Clouds vou feel that there
Incking, and long for the g
east or southwest of the outer world,
e had barely entered the
when v two enormous
approaching us from a great Qistance. o
far were they that we could not dis-

tinguish what manner of beasts they
might be, but as they came closer 1 sa
that they were enormoun auadruneds, S0
or 100 feot long. with tiny heads perched
at tne top of very long necks,

Their heads must have heen quite 40
feet from the ground. The beasts moved
very slowiy—that Is. their action wan

that upon the by

Thorians ! she cried. “Thoria liea at the
outer verge of the Land of Awi
Shadow. The Thorians alone, of all the
races of Pellucldar. ride the iidl, for no.
where olse ti heside the dark country
are they foun:

“WWhat 1s the Land of Awful Shadow?”

anker
“It 18 the land whien lios beneath the
Dead World,” replted Dian, “the Dead
World which hangs forover between the
sun and Pellucidar above the Land of
Awful Shadow. It s the Dead World
which makes the great shadow upon thia
portion of Pellucidar.’

id not fully understand what she
or my friend Ja meant, nor am I sure
that T do yet, for I have never been to
that part of Pellucldar from which the
Dead World Is visible; but Perry says
that it is the moon of Paollucidar—a tiny
planet within a pian re-
Volves about the earths axis cnlnnldontly
with the earth, and thus is always above
the same spot within Pesucldar.

1 remember that Perry was very much
excited when T told him about this Dead
World, for he seemed to think that it ex-
plained the hitherto inexplicable phe-
nomena of nutation and the procession of
the two equinox

When the two upon the lidis had come
quite close to us we saw that one was a
man and the other a woman. The former
had held up his two hands, palms toward
us, In sign of peace, and I had answored
him In kind, when he suddenly gave a

forward toward Dian, throwing his arms

in an Instant T was white with josiousy
bnt only for an since  Dian
rd me, telling
Him that T wan David, her mate

“And this is my brother, Dacnr the

‘appeared  that the womin was
Dacor's mate. He had found none to his
liking among the Sarl, nor further on
until he had come to the land of the
Thorfa, and there he had found and
foughf this very lovely Thorlan
ringing back to his

maiden, whom he was
own people.

When they had heard our story and
our blans they decided to ncompany us
at Dacor and Ghak might come

the proposed annihilation of the Mahars
and Sagoths as either Dian or I

Aft Journe
lueidar, quite uneventfu
first of the Sarlan villages, which con-
sists of between 100 and 200 artificial
ves cut Into the face of a great chalk
clift.

Here, to our immense delight, wa found
both Perry and Ghak. The old man was
quite overcome at sight of me, for he had
ons since given me up as

Whe duced Dian an my wits he
| aiant "quito know - what but he
aftorward remarked that with the pick of
two worlds I could not have done better.

Ghak and Dacor reached a very ami-
cable arrangement, and ft was at A coun-
cll of the head men of the various tribes
the Sarl that the aventual form of
government was tentatively agreed upon.
Roughly, the various kingdoms were to
remain virtually independent, but there
was to be one great overlord, oF emperor.
It was decided that I shou
the dynasty of the emperors of Pel-

Pictdn

We set about teaching tne women how
to make bows and arrows and poison
pouches. The young men hunted the
vipers which provided the virus, and it
was they who mined the iron ore and
fashioned the swords under Perry's direc:
jon.

Rapldly the fover sproad from one tribe
o another unnl representatives from na.
tlons %o far that the Sarians had
never even lwl\rd of them came |
take the required oath of alleglance and
to learn the art of making the new weap-
ons and using them
Ve our young men out as in-
structors to overy nation of the federation,
the movement had reached coloss
proportions  before the Mahars dis.
covered it.
he first intimation they had was when
three of their great slave caravans were
annihilated in rapid succession.  They
could not comprehend that the lower or
ers had suddenly developed a power
hich rendered them really formidable.
the skirmishes with slave
caravans some of our Sarlans took a
number of Sagoths prisoners, and among
them were two who had been members of
the guards within the b\llldh\K where we
had been confined at
They told us that lho \lnhnrl were
frantic with rage when they discovered
what had taken place in the cellars of
th bullding. The Sagoths knew that
something \'(r)‘ terrible had befallen their
masters, but the Mahars had been most
careful to see that no inkling of the true
nature of their vital affiiction reached
beyond their own race. ow long It
‘would take for the race to become extinct
it was impossible even to guess: but that
thts must” oventuaily happen seerred In<

Prs

The Mahars had offered fabulous e«
one of us

could not understand these seemingly
paradoxical instructions.  thou

Durpose was quite evident to me o
Mahars wanted the Great Secret, and
they knew that we alone could deliver
it to them.

Perry's experiments in the manufacture
of gunpowder and the fashioning of rifies
had not progressed as rapldly as we had
hoped. There was a whole lot about these
two arts which Perry dldn't know. We
Wero Dot anmured that the sohution of
these problems would advance the cause
of civliization within Pellucidar thousands
of vears at a single stroke.

n there were various other arts and
sefences which we wished to Introduce, but
our combined knowledge of them did not
embrace, the mechanical details which
alone could render them o il
or_practical value,

“David,” said Perry, immediately after
his latest faflure to”produce gunpowder
that would even burn, “one of us must
veturn to the outer world and bring back
the information we lack. Here we have
all the labor and materials for reproduc-
anything that ever has been produced
above. What we lack is knowledge, Let
us K0 back and got that knowledge in
shape of books. e ‘Thia world wil
Thdved Do ne our ont

CONTINUED TOMORROW.




Y UNIT

NG LEDGE R _.LLL.;J._I'Ln, 1A,

)

AT THE EARTHS CORE.

BY EDGAR RICE BURROUGHS,AutHoR o-wmu

CHAPTER XV.~CONTINUED.
XD w0 it was decided that I should re-
A""" In the prospector, which atill lay
the edge of the forest at the point
we had first penetrated to the sur.
‘. of the inner world.
| would not listen to any arrange-
et for my going which did not meteds
and 1 was not €orry that she wished
:',,mp. ny me, for 1 wanted her to see
sy world, and 1 wanted my world to ses
- force of men we marched
WIth 2 at iron mole, whioh Perry sooi

At lnst every-

anxious to witness the first clnsh
en two falr-sized armies of the op-
races of Pelluck 1 realized that
historic beginning of

| L

1 felt that it was not alone my

%ot my right to be in the thick
that momantous strusg Tl

opposin

A% it there were many Mahars with

gagoth troops—an indication of the
importance which the dominant race

upon the outcome of this cam-

| jake active part in the sorties which
ad Slaves—the only

o w-mn Wiich they woged. upon
me and “Dacor were both with us,

lower ord
ome primarlly to view the

lphmd hak with some of his Sarians
m the right of our battle line. Dacor too
the left, while T e centre.
Behin us 1 stationed . lulllclem reserve
wnder ono of Ghak's head me;
n. s-mn. advanced m-duy with
spears, and I let them come un-
¥ wore within ensy oo Rhet afore
Ppn the word to fire.
At the first volley of polson-tipped ar-
the front ranks the gorilla-
men crumpled to the ground; but those

|Mh|nd charged over the prostrate forms
of thel 4 rush to
be upon us with their spears,

W volley stopped lhlm for an
Instant, and then my rang
through the openings in the ﬂﬂrll line to
engage them with sword and 4.

The clumsy speara of the Sagotha wers
no match for the swords of the Sarians
and Amozites, who turned the spear
thrusts aside with their shields and leaped
0 olose quarters with thelr lighter,
handler weapon

Ghak took his archers along the enemy's
flank, and whllu the swordsmen engaged
{hem tn front, he poured volley atter vol-
ley Into thelr unlbml left.

"The Mahars d1d Tittle fenl fighting, and
were more in the way than otherwise,
though oceasfonally one of them would
Insten 1ts powertul'Jaws upon the arm of
leg of a S

‘The b

o Battle dia ot last & great while,
for whan Dacor and T led our men In upon
the Sagotha’ right -un naked swords they

oners, and recovering nearly a hundred
nlaves, & whom was Hoojn the Sly
O

e
He told me that he had been eaptured
whilo on his way to his own land; but
that his life had been spared fn hope that
through him the Mahars would learn the
whersabouts of their Great Becret

1 were Inclined to think that
the Bly One had been guIdIng this expedl-
tion to the land of Sari, where he thought
that the book might be found in Perry's
possession; but we had no proof of thia
and #o we took him In and treated him
a8 one of us, though none of us lked him.
And how he rowarded my generosity you
shall presently learn.

ny

umber of Mahars among
our prisoners, and so fearful were our
own people of them that they would not
approach thom unless eompletely covered
from the sight of the reptiles by a plece
of skin.

Even Dian shared the popular horror
ragarding the cvll Sients of expomts to
the eyes o rs, and, though
1"protendsd to .n at her fears, I ro-
membered what I had seen In the Mahar
temple and was willing cnough to humor

r if It would rellevo her apprehension
in any degres. So she at apart from
the prospector, near which the Mahars
had bee | whils Parry and T again |
inspected every portion of the mechaniam. |

At Inst T took my place in the driving-
seat and called to one of the men without
to fetch Dian.

1t happened that
close to the doorwny
S0 that it was
knowledge. went to b

ed In _accomplishing the fiendish
Thing he did 1 cannot gess unjess thers
ere _others in

Hooln stood quite

short work of Hoofa had he suggested the
heart cheme, even had he time to
acquaint another with it.
was all done g0 quickly that 1 may
only belleve i he result of
wudden impulse, alded by a number of, o
Hoofa, fortultous circumstances occurs
ring at precisely the right moment.

All T know s that it was Hooja who
brought Dian to the prospector, still
wrapped from head to tos in the skin of

enormous cave llon which had cov
ered her since the Mahar prisoners had
been brought Into camp. He deposited
his burden {n the seat beside me

1 was all ready to get under way.
Good-by had been sald.

¥ Porry had grasped my hand in the lnst

long farewell. 1 closed and barred the
outer and Inner doors, took my seat again
At the driving mechanism, and pulled the
starting lever, ns I had on my
Journey.

As befora on that far-gone night that
had witnessed our first trlal of the iron
monster, thera was a frightful roaring

neath us—the glant frame
and vibrated—there wns a rush of sound
as the loose sarth passed up through the
hotlow space betwaen the innet and outer
Bl

ft.

n the inatant of departure T was

nearly thrown from my seat by the aud-

den Turching of the prospector, At first

Ia not eealite what had tiappened, but
presently It dawned upon me that

at
Detare. sntering the Grust the ‘tawering
body hlul fallen through Its supporting
seaft at inatea. t

the rtieally

Into 1t at a different angle.
would bring us out upon the upper crust

of this
She still

1t

strange Flence upon Dian.
sat shrouded In the great

“Come, come." 1 cried: Inughing, “come

out of your hell. No Mahar eyes can

reach you her

CONCLUDED MONDAY.
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CHAPTER XV.—Continued
LEANED over and snatched the llon
skin from her. And then T shrank back

ibon my seat in utter horror at the alght
that v

he Thing heneath (he skin was ot
Dian—it was a hideous Mahar. Tnstantly
1 rentized the trick that Hooja had plased
upon med and the purpose of it. Rid of
e, Torever, as Ko doubtieas thought, Dian
would be at his mercy.

Frantically T tora at the stearing wheel
In an effort to turn the prospector
toward Pallu nut, na on that other
gecasion. 1 uld ot budge the thing A
ha

Tt (s neediess to recount the horrora

{be monotony of that Jout ot
little from th
which had brought s from. the outer 1o
the {nner world.

Recaiuse of the angle at whieh we had
entered the ground the trip require
nearly a day longer, and brought me out
here upon the sands of the Sahara nstead
of In the United Srates ae T had hop:

Ing sands of the desert would soo
it, and then my
o my Dian and her Pelnieldar would be.
gone forever,

at 1 ever shall ses her again seems
but remotely possible, for how may

now upon What part of Pellucidar my
return journey may terminate?

i How, WIthout & orth, or & soth,
oF An east, or A west, may 1 hope ever
to find my way ncross that vast world to
the tiny spot where my lost love lies
grieving for me’

cm\ r’rPn xvt
UBT.

AT 18 the lltory a8 David Tnnes told
it to me In the goatskin tent upon the
rim of the Great Sahara.
The next day ho took me ml( to see the
spector. It W, precisel
vlun-rlhed it. 8o h an 1t 8
have bebn brought to. this  inaccessible
of the world by no means of trans-
Portation that existed thor
Tt ‘could only have come In the way that
David Tnnes said it came-—up through the
ust of the eartn fro
of Pellucidar. nder.
Spent & week with' him, apd then,
abandoning my Tlon. hunt, Teturned ar-
rectly to the cmun and hurried to Loy
on, whera rchased o great mmnmy
of SHUMt which he wished o take to P
lucidar with him,
ere wero books, rifles, revolvers. am-
munition, eameras, chemicals, tolephones,
wire,

only hope of r-mmb" ¢

sun. He ral
library with which they could reproduce
he  won 20th century in
the stone age, $ha If_quantity counts for
anything I got It for him.

the things back to Algeria my-
nIL and nccompanied them to tha end of
recalled

very
of the

trustworthy man to take chnrl

caravan—the o fact who had
accompanted mo on the pr-v!uu trip into
t » lone

my
ddress: 1 aaw the expedmon
leave for the South.
mong the other things which T sent
to Innes was over 500 miles of d
Eiatod wive o€ & very fne. gnuge. T
it packed on a apecial reel at his sus.
gestlon, as a that he could
attan 'cna o3 Hete befote g6 It ad
paying It out through the end of tl
Prospector Iny & telegraph line between

s,
In my letter T told him to be sura t

as to reach Pellucidar and again find his

an,
1 recelved several letters from him after

T returned to Amerfea—in fact, he
ndvantage of every nm'll‘
caravan to drop me word of some WOt
Hin Iast letter was written the -v
fore he intended to depart. l-
My Dear Friend:

shall t in
nd Dian: ¥ “
t got me.

my of tatar T oy Mow
the catine, but on two occasions they.
have threatened my life.
One, more friendly than
lnll mo |ony that moy 1-!-! w

i
Tortun ouid AnytHing of that sort
:nmn ‘now that T am 8o early ready
rt.
Howevir, maybe 1 il be as well
off, for the nearer the hour &)
the slanderer my chances for sucosss

appear.
Here {n the friendly Arab whe is

to take this letter north for me, so
good-by, and God bless you for your
1 to me.

b ml- me to m-rry. for he

DAVID INNES,
Iwr found me at mm

of
pasty who cotild lead ms to the same spot.
m

For months T sea
land, interviewing cotintiess d rt_shelks

Nope that at Iast T might "nd one
Who had heard of Tnnes and his wonders

¥ eyes scanned the blind-
ing for the rocky cairn he«
neath which 1 was to find the wires lead.
ing to Pellucidar. But was [
unsuccessful

And always do these awful questions
haruee vie ¥ ﬂmn 1 think of David Innes

nd hi dventures.

“"Did the Arabs murder mm. l!ﬂr all,

Or did

he again

n turn theaiose
ser toward PelluCInr of the Inner 1

Kk
of one of her great Inland seas or
co far, far fi

rom mm

-tuuui
lost

snswer
he by

the
the bosom of

‘Sahara,
of two tiny wlru. hidden beneath &
calrn?

rn
I wonder.
(THE END.)



