BEFORE ADAM

By JACK LONDON
Anthor of " The Coll f the Wilk™ * The Sen Wll" .

EDITORS NOTE—One might cpet daring of Jack Londom, an enther who ks boen
pold-miner, sailor, fronticrsman, witng con ao mere be ke o
pu«numu(m./u-./.ﬁnuw But no fictioni med of darin

1o attempt what Jack London has done here—io plunge hlkpn]ﬁmlMdl:ﬁerhk-
ginnings of our race; fo paint in vivid colors a picture of that alleged and disputed ancestor of
ours; to outline his

truth of it. Such @ iy i e dam " —sirange, powel, of groicsgs, 1t nevr
revolting, and new.  There has been no precedent for it. Iltﬂnn-ulvruterk)ﬂd-llmd

awill; thrust aside as absurd the author's claim to  superdeveloped racial memory; yet the fas-
cinatio o the fle will et 5 gip on yow and pefoee g il foie g i
daring feat of imagination it is unsurpassed—that Jack London has achicved the literary sen-
sation of the year.

s ars ur et thic Kt s v Wi, Remamber ht s sl o e s do
ung e vt of the R st iy, o o vt 4, 4 oo o
TR & S

CHAPTER 1

he beings and

happeni
CTURES! Pictures! Pictures! Of-  me in vast phantasmagoria, and I know that
ten, before T learned, did I wonder to you they would be rimeless and reason-

thronged my dream; for they werepictures What to you the friendship of Lop-Ear, the
the like of which I had never seen in real warm lure of the Swift One, the lust and the
wake-aday life. They tormented my child- atavism of Red-Eye? A screaming incoher-
bood, making of my drearms a procession of ence and no more. And a screaming inco-

‘nightmares a little later convincing me , likewise, the doings of the Fire Peo-
that L as icentfom my kind, 3 crature  ple ad the Tre People, d the gibbering
of For you know not

In.ydlylouiydulllmmanymo( the peace of the cool caves in the cliffs, the
bappiness. My nights marked the reign of circus of the drinking-places at the end of
fear—and such fear! T make bokd to state  the day. You have never fel the bite of the

ing wind in the tree-tops,
with me ever suffers fear of like kind and de-  of young bark sweet in
gree. For my fear is the fear of 1t would be better, 1 dare say, for you to

World; in short, the fear that reigned supreme  boys—in my waking It was in m;
1n thae perid Known s the 1id Plskocene.  shcp ths { s diferen y
What do T mesn? T e explanaton fs  drams were siufed with a

i fear—and with
necessary before I can tell you of the sub- f-rmn;::ﬂe d aten that it bad 10 pon;
ty. No

, lithe could
you know of the meaning of the things I know in my waking life resembled the fear that
Coprighed, 8, by Jnch Lomdon.
“s
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mein my decp. Tt was of a quaity
and kind tha transcended all my experences.
For nstance, 1 was a cty child, 1o whom
the country was an unexplored domain. Vet
T never dreamed of cities; nor did a
occur in any of my dreams. Nor, for
that matter, did any human being ever break
wall of my sleep. 1, who had
seen trees only in parks and illustrated books,
wandered in my sleep through interminable
orests.  And further, the
not a mere blur on
sharp and dinint
imacy with them. 1 saw every branch
and (wl“ Tsaw and knew every different leaf.
lo I remember the first time in my

They were

thet T had seen that same Kind of pree
iy and countless times in SoT
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e that T had tasted a thousand times in

leep.
"Saakés? Long before I had heard of the
getenceof ke, T wastomented by thom
in my slecp. They lurked for me in
forest gades; leped up, tiking, under 1 my
feet; squirmed off through the dry
across naked patches of rock; or pursi
e tree.tops, encircling the trunks wih
ir great shining bodies, driving me higher
ind higher, or farther and farther out on
swaying and crackling branches, the ground
Snal mx—

thei

and gltering scles, helr hiing and i
Tatling—did 1 not already know them far 100
well on that day of my first circus when I saw
er lift them up?  They were

old friends of mine, enemies rather, that peo-
pled my nights
When Twas five years old I went (0 my

Wil lter on In my e, 0 frst crcus. T camme ome from it ick-buk

mn‘mu ..m..uv the frt tme 1w them, - not from peanats and pink de.
trees suck spruce, the yew, the birch, me tell you. As we ent imal-tent,
ot el e them a1 wm, a hoarse roaring shook the air. I tore my hand
and was secin them even then, evry night, loose from my faher’s and dashed widly
oy slcep back throogh the entance. T collided i

jou have already discerned, vio-  people, fell down; and all the time I
hls e frk law of dreaming, ramely, that  screaming with temr, My father caught

has seen

in_his waking life, or cnmbm- one of heof people, all careless of the roaring, and
things he has seen in his waking life. But cheered me with assurances of safet
Al Ty dreams violated. this aw. I my Nevrtdew, it vas vmmdmmblm,,
dreams I never saw a.,m., of which 1 had and with mi on his part,

knowledge in my waking life. My dream
life and thy waking ife were lives apart, with
not one thing in common save m;

the connectng Ik that smehow lived both

oy in my childhood T learned that nuts
came from the grocer,berres {rom the frut
man; but before ever that knowledge was
‘mine, in my dreams I picked nuts fro
or gathered them and ate them from the
round underneath trees, and in the same way
I ate berries from vines and bushes. This
was beyond iny experience of mine.
\ Lhall eve forget the s ime T saw bue-
es served on the table. 1 had never seen

Veberis before; and yet, at the sight of
them, ther leaped up i my mind memories

i dreams wherein I had w th
1ol them. Sy

before me a dish of the berries.
Tied my s,m. but before I raised it to my
mouth T knew just how they would taste.

Nor was I Gusappointed. 1t was the same

Tt T at ot appronched i Hon'y cage. Ab,
Tknew him on the instant. _The beast! The
terrible one! ~ And on my inner vision flashed
the memories of my dreams—the midday sun
shining on tall grass, the wild bull grazing

Y, of the grass before

and the crunch crunc
S it 1 et bl e
1 his knees and drinking softly, and then the
tawny one—always the tawny onel—the leap,
ihe seraming an the spashing o
and the crunch crunch of yet
again, the somber twilight and the sad silence
of the end of day, and then the great full-
ted roar, sudden, trump of doom, m
rieking a

trees, and I, too,
uﬂnblmgw\dxlnrnndamm!nlﬂxmy
shrieki

At the Sght of o e helpless, hbin the
bars of his cage, I became
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ted my tth at b, daoced up and, dows,
reaming an incobetent mbck:ry and

ng antic aces. , rust
against the bars and Toaring back at me hiy
impotent wrath. ~ A, he knew me, too, and
were the sounds of old

My parents were frightened.
1, said my mother. “He is hysteri

said my father. T never told them, and they

never knew. iy had I develoy

cence concerning this dualty ol ‘mine, this
i-dis as I think

T saw the snake-charmer, and no more of
the circus did I see that night. T was taken

servousand overrough,sick with the
mvl.lmn of my real life by that

rom
el for h.m p\ﬂmﬂ o that van-
h I do

ished world in_ whic believe I
red. lwbmnlﬂummmxsnv

of Lop-Ear e play

of e gikoaing cmmtlls bl e Fi b

ple and tei s
o ol oot and wkd e

and of the dead that walk at
ight Bt ety aid e aggh t my ecle
fancy. I told him more, and he laughed the

|.h|ngs e 0, 41d b begantolok upon me
queerly. Also, he gave amazing garblings of
my tales to our playmates, until all began to
look upon me queerly.
t s Biter experience, but I learned my
rom my kin
was .bm.l with something they could not
understand, the telling of which would cause
only misunderstanding. When the stories of
ghost and goblos wentaround, T ept quiet.
1 smiled grimly to myself. 1 thought of my
oights of fear, and| mw that mine were the
things— e itself, not attenuated
vlpnls and sarmmised shadows

CHAPTER II

T 5AvE said that in my dreams I
» human being. O thia fact I becae aware
very carly, and et poiguantly the lack of my
As a very litle child, even, I had
lledmg.mxhznnﬁnllhebnnun(my
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dreaming, that if I could find but one man,
caly one’buman being, 1 should be saved

i d be surrounded

o mons by beanig
me every night of my life for years
—.1 f oy 1 could find that one man and

g e, o s thought

( mast et tht T bad this thought in the
ing, and I take it as an
personalites,

as evidence of a point of contact between the
two disassociated parts of me. My dream
personality lived in the long ago, before ever
Ea, as wo Loow hias, carse o be; and oy
a-day per ity projected

fiel, 1o, the extent_of the. knowiedge of
the sul of my

man's exsene, oto
Perhaps the psychalogiss of the book will

ind fal with my, way of using

“disassociation  of pﬂwnllry 1 know

mm use of it, yet am compelled to use it in
way in a:r.un of a better

x ake. sheler bebind the  inadequacy o

he English Inn‘\u‘m And now to the

eplanason oty e, o e, of

It was not til T was a young man, at col-

ningless and

without apparent causation. But at college
Y came upon evluion and pychology, and
leamed the explanation of varius sirnge
mental states and experiences. ~ For instance,

here was th g g s dre
the commones m ex] prac-
tcly known, byt hand experience,toall

" This, my profesoe tokd me, was & racal
memory. It dued back to ourremole ances-
tors who lied i tres. With them, beig
13, the liability of falling was an
gm.pmem ‘menace. Many lost their lives
all of them experienced terrible
bemselves by cltching beae
28 they fel toward the grou
Now a terrible fall, e nsoch fashion,
was_productive of shock. Such shock was

‘molecular changes w
iransmied 19 the cerral cels of progeny,

e, ws,
when you 424, ssleep or dosing o 1 slespy
fall throug sickening
consciousness. we a
merely nmLs-:q ‘what happened to our
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by cerebral c)ungs into the hereditary consti-
tution of the ra

There is nnlhlnﬁlnnm in this, any more
than there is anything strange in an instinct.
An instinet i merely 4 abi that & samped
into the stuff of our heredity, that is all.
il b ot n s, bt n s alin
dream which s o faml o you and me an

am

that would be destruction. ‘l‘hmeolmu‘
arboreal ancestors who struck bottom
forthwith.  True, the shock of thelr fal was

communicated 1o the cerebral cells, but they
Sed immediaiely, belore they coud have
progeny. You and I are descended from
Those who did no srike bottom; tha i why
we never strike bottom in our dreams.

‘e never have this sense of falling when

we are wide awake. Oulwlls y per-

sonality has no it. Then—

P h;hem‘imnllnuiw\b—ilm

another and distinct personality

when we are asleep, and that has had expe-

rient!o{mrh th in short, a
past-day race experiences just as

‘memory of
our wakea iy personality ha T oy of
my ressonin that

burst

mting and cxplaining” A e

rd and uncanny and unmatully im-
possble In my drear experiences, I

s wes st 1y wakiarday personalily

of me; it was another and dis-

tinct personality, possessing  totally different

fund of experiences, and, to the point of my

dreaming, possessing memories of those total-

personality? When had it
8 vakea-day e on his panet n
order to_collect this fund of st
sewere questionsthat ray dreams
themselves answered. He lived in the long
. whenthe workd wa Young inthat perod
Pleistocene. He fell
m«,hmmmmx e bottom. He
vbered i far a e roin of the ions.

veloped and dlimbed up into
the trees.
But, T bear you obecting why is it tht
these rcial memories are 1o our a3 wel,
ng that we have a vague other-personal-
it that falls theough space S ehie o ul(q)?
And [ may snswer with another g
Why isa twa headed all? -And my own
e s e A T
your question. T have this other-per-
sonality and. these complete racial memories
because I am a freak.
But let me be more explicit.
o i ey e e b o mxmr
personal-

through-space dream. This other-j
ity is very vague. ~ About the only memory it
hasis that of flling. But many of us have
rper, distinct_other-personalities.
Many ot s bave the fying dreaem the
suing mouster dream, coor dreams, s
tiondreams, @
dreams. Ins)wﬂ while this other perional-
ity is vestigial in all of us, in some of
almost abiterated, while n others of us it s

more.
In myslf,the degee of possesion o the
otherpersonliy s enormous. My other
personality is almost in_power to my
own. And in this matter I am, as I said, a

freak—a freak of heredity.
And now, befor  ake up my tle, Lant
ipate the doubting Thomases of psy-

o
 whereas i my chdhood
nd youth I had already lived in my dreams
all the detais of that other, long-ago life. 1

these details were

key. 1t gave the expanation, gave sty (o
the

deadly snakes. He chattered with ]
o couacl, and he received rough
hands of

m?n?wpkmlbedayl.hlhe

fied before them. This other-self of mine is

‘modern and normal, lhrhdh-:kmzp-nm

w beginnings
For inthis past T know of, man, a8 we -
day know him, did 1t was in

not exist.
period of his becoming that I must have lived
and bad my being.
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CHAPTER Il

dream of my early child-
ing like this: 1t seemed that

red the
beneath me and that ever threatened me
& maw of same all-devouring monster.

This dream, in which I was quiescent and

hu:nwuml.k“ tion than_an
experience of action, very often
in my early dnldhmd But suddealy there
would rush into the very midst of it strange
e thuoder

forms and. lemtlmu happenings, the
storm, or unfamiliar
pon such 5t fn my akoddoy e T T
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diflsent vens nto 8 comprobens
For there is a lhluddmxmn ynnd
bnppening b runs al the dreams.
LopEunfeciv

my rendabip with

mdv.\elwed;hasﬂc()u Tnhr(

coberent and interesting
ill

sure you w
T do not remember much of my mother.
Possibly the ulillsl recollection l hlvt d

o

Suddenly I heard a sound. 1 sat upright

and listened. I made no movement. = The

e noles died dovn Iy theoat,aad Toat
ified. sound_ came cl

as
1ewas ik the grant o 8 g, Theol m
10 hear the noises caused by the moving of a
body through the brush.  Next T s the ferns
.gu.md by the pusage of s body. Then the
ferns parted, and I saw gleaming eyes, a long
kit i
It s o wid bour, He peered
curtouly, " Ha grunisd ouee o twice 7]
ifted his weight from

fore leg to the

nh«luhcmncunxmnw his bead from
side and waying e ferns.. St 1
gyl , my eyes unblinking as I

stared at him, fear eating at my heart.

space of several minutes, or sec-

jumble, but this jumble I shall
ot until I was
a young man and had dreamed many

ng siraightened
Then it was
ihll:ulhedlxnlnmg.mdwunbkm
together events aad acions in ther
e oot Thus wes L able &
Vasished Younger World a4 1 was
at the time I lived in it—or at the time my
Othersef lived in it The disincion docs
not matter; for 1, too, the modern man, have
hkmdlv-ddulurlyhlemm
company of my other-self.
Furymlwnv:mm,nncnhnulnb;m
screed, I shall frame together the

oy por wen et s ool e 1
was not to cry out in the face of fear. 1t was

... or shri
, but it was a shrill and ter-
A i eems that i, ot s
thing ex-

cannot de
rible cry.
stage of U
potied of me. " From ot fa away came an
. My sounds uemed | momen-
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She waslike a large orang-uta
o like a chimpanzee, and yet, m s\\:rp nnd
definite ways, quite different. ~ She was h
ier of build than they, and had less hair.

fer arms were not 5o long, and her legs were

thes—only her nat-
And T can tll you s vas  fury
when she was excited.

And like a fury she dashed upon
She was gritting her teeth, makiog in;hliul
rimace, sarling, uteing o
tinuous s thai sounded. ke
Kiant 5o sudden and.fon

Th me. She had g
taken the breath out of him.

what to do in that moment of time
gained. T leaped to meet her, catching her
about the waist, and holding on hand and

could
feel in my tense grip the pull of the | h..r s

her skin and her muscles moved

her efforts,

AsIsa .na,,dmmw and on the
nstant sh¢ lesped sraght v air,

o 4
catching an_ overhanging branch i | bu
hands. The next instant
tusks, the boar drove st et R
had recovered from his surprise and
forward, emitting & lquul that was almost a
trumpeting. At any as a call, for it
was followed hmugh
the ferns and brush from all
rom every side wikd hogs dashed Into the
pen s of them. But my moth-
ex swung over the top of a thic
the ground, and I still holding on to
g perched there in safety. ~She was very
excited. She chattered and screamed, and
scoldedl down at the bristling, tooth-gnashing
circlethat 1, too,
trembling, jown at the angry beasts
and did my best to imitate m rmers cries.
From the disiance a es, only
o deeper, in . st of Foarng bass
‘momentarily louder, and soon I

&

The 3
saw him approaching, my father—at least, by
a m evidence of the times, T am driven t
nchude that he was my father.
extremely  prepossessing

ing like him to-day on the earth, under the
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garh ror fn the carh. Howas arge man
in his day, and he must have weighed all of
a unds.

il two wu o e opening
outvard | nstead o

rehead danied back from the eyes,
and the b  began right a the eyesand ran
up over the head. The head itself was pre-
post

equally preposterous, thick, short necl
‘There was an elemental economy about his

body—as there was about all our bodies. The

chest was deep, it is true, cavernously deep;

strength,
:n'z and rend and dests
Fis ips were thin; and ghe Jog,lean and
hai and stringy-muscled. In

scarcely the semblance of the ful
such as graces your leg and mine.

ot ot vl on e o of i
To. This was bocense It was. prehoanle
mor ke o band than a foot. + toe,

instead of line with the o
toc Hhe 4 thun, s0d (s var
hat czabiedbim to get 2

P

‘more unusual
han the e of b coming there (o my
mother nnd 8.1 e el bore the
angry wi He came through the trees,
|mpmg fmm lunb to limb and from tree 10
tree; and he came swiftly. I can see him
now, in may wabe.a-duy e, a8 1 et thie
swinging nm through the trees, a. four-
handed, creature, howling with rage,
pausing now 40d agaln o beat s chest with
his clenched fist, leapi
s, G(chm( 3 branch with one hand and

cross another gap to catch with

Hie oher hand a a0d g0 oo, neves heiating,
never at a loss as to how to proceed on his

way.
And as I watched him I felt in my own

being, i
snrge:ndlh ill of desire to go leaping from
Bough io bough; and i e the guarantes
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of the latent pover i that being sad in those
mine. not?  Little
boys watch ther fthers lwm] axes and fell
hemselves th
ihey,ton will wing s and el res.  And
sowith me.  The lfe that was in me was con-
sttuted to do what my father did, and it whis-
secretly and ambitiously of aerial

. He was ex-

tremely angry. 1 remember the outthrust of

his protruding underlip as he glared down at

the wild pigs. He somewhat like a
remember that his eye-tecth were

large, like fangs, and that they im

tremendousl

ly.
‘conduct
fate the pigs.
small branches o g, them dows pon
ing by one hand,
tantalizingly just beyond reach, and mocked
them 3¢ ey o

tent rage. Not content with his
of a sout branch, and, hldi
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vagueness of the time clement. 1 do not al-
ways know the order of events; nor can I
el between some events, whedher one, two,
orfour or fve years have clapsed. L casonly
roughly il he pasage of time by udging
the changes in the appearance and purs
y fellows
‘Also, I can apply the logic of events to the
various happenings, For instance, there is
o doubt whatever that my mother and I were
wild pigs and fied and fell in the
days bifore | made the acquaintance of Lop.
Ear, who became wat [ may call my boyhood
And it is jut 35 cenain
o petode 1 mest ave et ap

y koowiedge of the times, the ooy C

planation possible s
after the adventure it the wid pga. That
been an untimely end, there is

going—whether he was drowned in the river,
or was s

swallowed by a snake, or went into the
the tiger, is be-

stomach of old Saber Toot

was that %

came timid, holding ighly to my mothe a3

forest.

i i s e ke v

ghe She e  wikd lnp, nd i
the snap of the wood T was overwhelmed

sickening consciousness of falling through

‘The forest and the
ng leaves vanished from

Ty cyes. T had  fading glimpee of my far

or Noruply arvesing Bl pogrese o ook,

and then all was blackness.

e next moment I was
sheeted bed, sweating, trembli
The window was up, and a coal air was bl
room. The night-lamy

wake, in my
nausea

ing through the
burning calmly.
it that the wil

never
resicacpa g o sy
aiter, to remember !

CHAPTER IV

TaEzs is one puzzling thing about these
prehistoric memories of mine. It is the

quate to convey su
all o, the Fol in that day bad &

lay o ity or foty sounds.
Sonnds, riher than sords, be-
g wi Vv primarily. They had
o faed values, to be altered by sdjsirey

1nd advebs. These laier were
not yet invented. Instead of q\ulllyr
erbs by the use.

iagoounsorn use of adjectives
adverbs, we qlul sounds by ey
bycl sty sod pitch, by retarding
and by acceleraing. length of time em-
ylvvtd inthe utier s a particular sound
Ve had o conjugation. One judged the
by the context. We talked only con-

crete things because we thought only concrete:
thing.” Ak, we depended largey on panto-
iraplc absraction was pract-
ur thinking; and when one did

BaBpen 1o hink an abstoscton, he was hard
Pt 4o communicate i to his felows.  There



1o sounds for it. Hewas
‘sounds for it, his fellows di
the i

m beyond
I he mented
d not understand

i
make known to other folk. After all, lan-
guage did not grow fast i that day.

Ob, believe ‘were amazingly simple.
But we could do a lot that is not done to-
day. We could twitch our ears, prick them
wp atwill. And we

And as for bird-nest i,
T only wish tieth-century boy could
see us. But we made no of eggs.
Weate
1

learned 0 be afraid of him and his mali
came in sight I crept
chone to my mather and chug to b, Bt T
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various F y in contact
ith, and e Conter e ftting
pion I can find for hat precius step.
ke oyl Tl
myself “ Big-Tooth.” My eybttﬂh ‘were pro-
nouncedly large.
But to return to the Chatterer. _He pers
ently terrorized me. He was always pinc|
ing me and cufing me, and on cccason he

'y home life was not bappy. I smile
lnm\'sdl-slvmlz e the phrase. Home le!
Home! ‘modern sense
o e Hyhomgmmlm tion,

ing
feature that T have never seen attached to any
bird:nest, namely, a roo.

Ohm roof such as modern man makes!
Nor a roof

a

i

such as is made by the lowest
e of today. It was ity mare
lumsiest handiwork

There atiempt at thatching.
Andlm\lll confess that the roof leaked mis-
exably in a heavy

But the Chmem He made home life a
burdea my
bome life T mean, not the leaky nest in the
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tree, but_the group-life of the three of us,
He was most malicious In bis persecuion of

That e purpose to which he
held teadiotly for hmger than fe minutes
Also, as time went by, my mother

in her defense of me. llhmk.w!ulnﬁhe
ontinuous o , that
!

T secrie s rakance b b 8

any rm, the sitzation went from bad t worse
of

n, of my own

opportulty came tothe Chterer one

day when [ wasalone in the nest. My mother
and the Chatterer had gone nwm lageiher
toward the blucbery swamp.  He mus have

Planned the whole ting, for 1 heard hien

n alone hrough th fores,rouring ik
me. Like all the
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the end. Al four holds broke at the same
time, and I fell, back downward, looking up
at him, my hands and feet still clutching the
en ily, there were no wild
pisunder - i ‘my fall was broken by the
muxh bushes.
Crialy, oy falls destroy my dreams, the

1 lie swesing sad irembling and ear 1he
uckoo clock calling the hour in the hall.

Bt drm oy cving home have

‘many times, and never yet have

cacd by 1t Abways do T erash, shrekin

e brush andfech up with a

bump on the ground.
Scratched and bruised and whimperi
Liay where Lhad falln.  Pocting up through
“bushes, I could see terer. He
had set up a demoniacal hamn()v)u\d
keeping time to it with his wm, 1
quickly hushed my whimpering. 1 was no
la-g:mazmmumem...anm
the danger I ran of bringing upon myself the
hunmg ‘animals by too audible an expression
my grie.
remember, as my sobs died down, that T
became interested in watching the Strange

climb up.
from b {nfenal row,

by the e
tormed me o by isundying atred
me and of his intention there and then to
huz it out with me.

As he climbed to the fork, I fled out the

As T have said, our
meager, and he roust
variety of ways in

t borizontal limb.  He followed me, an
out T went, farther and farther. At last
was out leay

The Chatterer was cver a coward, and greater

leaves and twigs. For that mat-
b, 10 et gt wouid b cubed
‘him through the

0 me.

But it was not necessary for him to reach
e and well b knew i the scoundrell Wi
a malevolent ‘on i

ning at me his p-m. batred.  Then came

closing my tear-wet eyelids. Then I began to
igate, and found that T was not so
bad lost some

by
i and Bice,here
ggdendof  broken banch had
h into my forearm; and my right hip,
hich had borne the b o my contact with
tolerably.  But
No

bones were broken, and in those days

of man bad oo Bealing qualite than it bas
et it was a severe fall for [

il week aiterward.

fext, as I lay in the bushes, there came

‘upon me a feeling of desolation, a conscious-

ness that T was homeless.

new
For the last year at least I
beholden to my mother for f

ul she had furnished me was protection and

ol crawied softly out brough the buabes
Tlooked vt Claerer il
mmmgaudm Tt was ot 3 peasant



. Tknew pety wel bow 0 be cu
welulonllnslnyﬁm
Journey inthe

1 v:no!hmdtnwwmlm‘om'
T had but one that was (o0 go
ey beyond.the reach of the Chaterr
climbed into the trees and

wvery period. Nor have l’::n able to frame

uplbenrmud:umnnwhﬂd‘eme’p

my lavin he home tes and my
it

1 remember that several times I came to

These I crossed in great trep-

Aaton, descendi mme,mna":dm.

ing &1 e top o my spesd, 1 remens
U there were days of m and do

shine, 5o that I must bave
ite'a time. T es

a stone
cunghione. T ln;m:nad ‘away from this
kool by st ot pusue me
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sde of this space e ligh blufs. On the
earth

(lludlﬁmm,w

now, nlhuuhlolmykind,lvnovum
with joverd s,
“Thn It was that & srange thing happened.
Swuvudlh?nlk-vn\elndmlnd
nl,cynu‘oulvﬂh
lnlnndpnh: tthdkﬂcd-vl Leapis
ot o

fat rock

sun. luxmhmmy(nlmladlnroﬂhm

that T fiedas fast s f they bad hzmn(lerme
gawed bitter bark from

trees. l mﬂnb« gy e rnnly

green m

S nd T remnber s most dnmx ysul
fering from » siomach-c y have
been caused by the m., .m mybe by
e e T do o o B T o
that 1 was fortumte n ot being devoured

uring the several hours T was nsied wpon
b ground with the

CHAPTER V

M vision of the scene came abruptly, as
T emerged from the forest. 1 found myself
the edge of a large, clear space. On one

vware tha the Folk wers waiching me.

Soon they were thruting
Tt e later |hq e cabing ck and fmh ©
In the hurry and confusion
hudhappcmdlhlllllhadmp:mdmdr
of the you

own caves. Some. ones bad
sought refuge in other caves. The mothers
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i not cal for them by name, because, a1 1
said, names were an invention

yet made. ThtK merdy unmd quzmln\ls,
anxious cries, wi by the
young ones. T oty b s

calling to me, T should have recogni
s voice among e voics of 3 thousand
mulw x the same " would she have.
ed mine among &

thousan
"7l calling back ad lunh i for
some time, bt the Falk wee too cautons o
come out of their cave lo the
ground. anlly one did come.
tined to play 8 large part i oy e and e
that matter e already played a large part in
the lives of all the members of the horde.
He it vas whom [ sallcll Red Eye inthe
g of i histoy—so se of his
e ey, she s being shvaya e
by the peculiar effect they produced, sécming
oadrertise th eriblesvagery of i The
color of his so
wasa

s ways. Physically

when in

scriptions of our moder brui d prize-

fighiers, T wonder what chance the best of
m would have had against him.

e e ot machoo a chmee. With
‘one grip of his iron fingers and  pull, he could
have phcked o musc "f: 5y 3 icep, by the
roots, clear out of
ot oo o s B wouhd v
smashed their skulls like egg-shells, With a
sweep of his wicked feet (or hind-hands) he
could have disemboweled them. A twist

would have broken their necks, and I know
tha with  single crunc of s Jas e could

ve pie e great
Vel o the throa s froa o e ptas] mare

He could spring twenty feet horizontally
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from a siting position. He was abominably

as on the outside, and even the ears,
i e the b did no
grow ieere the soesof his hands and foet and
beneath his ey
{erocous grinning mouth and huge down-
hanging inderlp being bu in barmany with
his terri
“This was Red-Eye. And right gl:rdy he
crept out of his cave and desc
ground.  Tgnoring me, he proceed
t forward from e hipe
bend,

sAzp he touched the ke
he ground on either side of him. He was

ki he e erect pition o wal

that he assumed, and he really touched his
knuckles to the ground in to bala
himself. But, oh, I tell you he

all fours! ~ Now this was something at which
‘we were particularly awkward.  Fu

ermore,
it was a rare individual among us who bal-
anced himself with his knuckles when walk-
ing. Such an individual was an atavism, and
Red-Eye was an even greater atavis
That B vhat be wa—en vl We
were e of changing our ree
e on the many generations we
 been going lhmugh this change, and our

type. Perforce, because he
born in our horde he stzyed with us; but
in actuality he was an atavism and his pl
was elsewhere.
Ver creumspectand vry alrt,he moved
nd there about the open place, Jnerlng
ugh the vistas amang th trees
Tocaith  glmpes o the e huniing lmmnl m.x
all sspected had pursed le he
cid this, taking Do noti 2
bl Brerodednid el oy

“ Before Adam wil be continued in the November number.

There s rther an imperiant Publishers” Aunouncement on poge 575—at st important o

you may care to
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By JACK LONDON
Anthr of T Call of the Will" * The Sea Wolf" s

"'W

SYNOPSIS OF PREVIOUS INSTALMENT —Ble-Too i oe of the Tree Folk who lred fn she La
ears e he eliv s experiences i he dream-coermorie of the suthor,

o Big-Tocth  The TreeFolk babys adventures begia

‘o il boars, Tate, s father dies and s mother marries s croel
o drives the infant Big.Tooth from bis tree home.  After loog wandering, the

L1

EHAPTER V (Continued) a0 fora time T endured them; thes angergot
of me and I sprang tooth and nail
T st Rod-Epe decded tht there wae up-. ‘audacious one of them—none
urking about. He was re-  other LopEar himself. 1 bave so

mi e ead o e im because he could prick up.
‘where he had taken a peep down at the drink-  one of his ears. The other always husg
g-place. His course r,but limp and without movement. Some acci-

casual reast of the use
then, without wamiag and with o ey e, and we went at i for all
Swifincs, bo ol me & buflt on the head,  the word ke  ccupl of srall boys g
¥ was krocked backwand fully & dosen foci We srstched 304 bi, pulld b, ci
befors T feebod 4p agaloet the ground, and  and tarw cach other down.

e, ove b the shunning blow was _succocded 1 ering on b whnl i uly col-
struck, hearing the wild uproar of cluckingand lege days I learned was called a hal-Nelson.
heieking er that arose from the caves, This hold gave me the ecdnd i

great Joke—-at Jeast in that day; But 1 did not enjoy it long. He twisied up
g Teht hmmly the Folk spprecatel one Irg, and il the foot (or hind-hacc)
the fe 50 savage an onsh

was . ught upon my ab-
Eye paid no further atention to me, and I il deilemyr oot A
was at liberty to whimper and sobto my had to release him in order to save myself, and
heart’s content. _Several of the women gath-  then we went at it again.

ered curiously about me, and I recognized  Lop-Ear was a year oider than I, but ¥ was
them. I nte i

ing year when my mother had taken me to he took to his heels. I chased him across
the hazel-nut cafions. open and down & runway to the river. Bat
But they quickly Izﬁmllﬂm&, being re- he was better acquainted with the locality
placed by a dozen curious as

sters. M !om\ed a
pointin ol it e f ooy o
‘poking -:-d pmchmg me. Iwas n‘hm ‘mouthed cave.
1o, b Juch Lomiom.
61
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Bebore ko 1, £ b plungod aftr him
into the d next moment I was

g5
K@
5.%:
3.
5

tween him and the entrance, and he

Adam 615
the caves, Lop-Far led the way to bed. High
up the biuff we climbéd, higher than l the
s cave, £t crvice that coud ot be
seen from the ground. is Lap-Ear
Seuccac. T Tolowed with dificuly, so na.
found my-au ina
—not

'::ﬂnd brn could get no clue as to vdwr!he
‘me, and when I regained

The outside | at down 10 watch.
ot come out of the entrance, of that

Thi perormancs vas
times. Tioiomed him o the. e
e 1 serched iy for him. T was
1 could not undel!lnn

Ths 4l our Bght trnstorm
of hide and seck.

itslf into n game

afternoon, with occasional intervals, we
Kept it up, and & playful, friendly spirit arose
between s, the cnd, b dd ot rum vy
from me, and we sat together with our arms
lrmnni ach ober. A T Tl latr bo discosed

e cave.
Hnldm[ - hy the hand, he led me fnsde.
Tt connected by a narrow crevice with an-
cave, and it was through this that we
regained the open ar,
We were now good friends, When the
g\lhrml around 1o tex
c and 50

he join ta
ity 4 e bebave 1
was letalone. - Lop-Ear made me acquainter
with the \ﬂlng:- “There was little that he
could tell me of conditions and customs—bhe
B ot e ecesay vocsbul

8 cpe mace, betw

the trees, we

open space was de-
Folk were secking the safety of

than a couple of )-elght,
pu—lmy threefeet b'y oot with and
length.
arms, we -l!p( out the night.
CHAPTER VI

WinL: the more courageous of the young
sters played in and out of the large-mouthed
caves, 1 carly learned that such cuves were
No one dept i them ot sight.
crevice-mouthed caves were used,
e mouth the betier, This
o e of 0 the preying animals that
made e & Durden 1o e 1 S days and

nights.
‘The first moming, after my night's sleep
wih LopEar T the adrantage of m

unoccy
Only

Tight when old c.hu oot l)u‘ e, w-llwd
into the open Two of the F
b They made & rush & r
ere punicatricken,o¢ e whether
b L t0at-
Voot ' emablowp e bl byt cvice
T do not know; but at any rate they
540t idocrowihad cors Wi hler
and Iad played theafernoon bekor.
‘happened inside there was o way
of el o & 8 fle 1o Concude tat e

gone angry.
Someth o mghk s anting had been unmic.
cessful and that he had ex; to make &
s, Ho caught ight of the two
Folk st theothercave mouth and sprang for
hem. O coure, they darted through the
passageway into i o cave Mo ennegod
angrier than ever and snarling.
Pandemonium broke

and we were all chattering and shrickin
& thousand keys, And we were al
narling faces; th

ing
Al Saking
i e e s angey e Suber Tooth,




h our anger was allied with fear. T re-
‘member tha ced and made faces with
the best of them. Not only did they set the
example, but I felt the urge from within me
to do the same things they were doing. My
e was brisling, and 1 was convled with

a4 Saber-Tooth continued

otk of s e o o o
other. But the two
back and forth through

the connect-

ied him.~In the mean-

o soon began
e down Wil the sdded ore o
our muscl

This_ bombardment drew Saber-Tooth's

middle of the open space and looked wist-
fully and hungrily back at us. He hated to
just so much
This sight
W
ly and uproariously, all of us. Now
animals do not like mockery. To be la
at makes them angry. And in such fs
our lughter affcted. Saber- Tooth e
tumed bluff
s vae- what we.vanied. The
‘become a game, and we took huge
not last long. He
his common sense, and,

again.

quickly

besides, our missiles w

V'm‘llvdoinznﬂmkmvmnl
eye of his,

oo i Tootig uusm,mu
down. g

lcdkdwnhtu'yolznzwn;uwg-nd
Covered by the mmu\[

harde and the s stones wee faling fastr thas

ever. Saber-Tooth was frantic with rage.

Time and q[lm ).uunul the bl

he even gained the frst crevice entrances be-

fore he fel back, but was unable to force his

way inside, :

waves of fear surged over us.

such umn, most of us dashed ir

snme R‘mnlned outside ID lnmmer hnm wnh

all of us remained o

lml ktpl up lhe fusillade.

Never was so masterly a creature so com-
pletely bafed. It hurt his pride terribly,
thus to be outwitted by the small and tender

grot

cater-

rain of stones.

He stopped in the

nd we surroun
in an admiring crowd. Then the young fel-
lows mother brolu and fell pon him
boxing his cars, pulling
i b, and, shrcking ihe el
s 8 strapping big woman, very iy, i
he thrashing she gave him was a delight to
e horde. We roarsd with laugher, hold,
ing o to.oneanother o oling on !
our glee.
" 1 spite of the reign o fear under which we
tied the Folk were abvays grest aughers,
We had the sense
it G..gznmn,

lt s ooty

o thing was funny we e e convilsed wih

‘appreciation of it, and the simplest, crudest

gs were fuaay 1o, O e were great
laughers, T can tell you.

ey we bad ireated SaberTooth was

the way we trated all animale that inraded

the vilage,  Welkep ourrunways and drink-

-places to ourselves by making life miser-
able for the animals that trespassed or strayed
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oo our inmedlnt teroy. Eve the
fiercest hunting animals we so bedeviled that

they to leave our alone. We
were ok fihters like them; we were cuning
and y, it was bece:
ning nd our inordinate

city o B o e in that ukn»
Ry ‘environment of the
World.

Lop Ear,  fgure, was 8 yar oder than L
What his past had no way of
\eling me, bt as 1 never saw anything of his

laws. Custom was. our
custom in_this ‘matter was rather
promi

N as this narrative will show
later on, we betray uml:n-
tions of the

‘monogamy
pover 10, .na ‘make mlthy such lribu
embraced . Furthermore, even a the
ere several fathul
Coupls it e i o e e the neighbor-
of my mother. L(vinglnlhnlhu:koi
the horde did not condcs to mosogny. It
reason, undoubtedly, that the
Tt mphn went wway and ived by them
sclves h many years these couples

Varihly found a pew
s e kgt greatly puzzled
me durig the e

was a na
i o e s

upon all. At
it

o be connected whally with
The horde feared the northeast.
et perpetual appechension of that
quarter of ivid-

nqutn!]v e greater
mhrm inthat diwcion thec n sty cther
and T went toward the
l\unhe.hl ey stringy-rooted carrots that
season were

scolded me and quarreled with me.  He gave
me o undersiand tat o that direction was
horrible danger, but just what the hor-
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ways yse
nearest tree, and knew that to that haven of
refuge I could outfoot the T 3

tres and swayin huk and forth. "”""S yet,
from the conduct
e P ot e ke sl was ot the
danger. They appeared to fear it as the
mkm of something else. hat this some.
ot gues.  Not could
son to know, and
T was to know it s a thing more terrible than
the Tayny One, than old SaberToot, than
th suskes theraelves, which bad eemed
me the most terrible things posible.

CHAPTER VII

Broxex-Tooit was another youngster
himself. His mother lived in
come

ts.
come
could
ing
two

of Broken-Te
younger children joined in. And finally,
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ke the eruption of & miiature volcano,
Broken Tooth would ok

At the end of

 efction
wee sccompliched.  Ho waled his grie, un-
heeded, from the center of the open space,
for at feast half an hour, aad then carie 16
with Lop-Ear and me. Our cave was

X wve jon_of Broken-
Tooth spending more than one night with us,
X, Lhe accident must have happened right

l!ummdum»ddlenll.hzd-y I
the morning we had eaten our fill of carrots

:m;-p.n emute of oo
And a twenty- or twenty-five-foot deliberate
drop clear down to the ground was nothing.
to us, lnlld,llmlllmll:&ud to say
As

lyintheguoe. Hewas “1t"len rnqmny

than any of us, andin the cou

discovered sne difhult “dip” mu neither
acc T

e end of the branch to
the ground it m\lsl “bave been sevent
and nothing intervened to break
about twenty fect lower down, and fully fif-
teen feet out from the line of the perpendic.
“h’y was the thick branch of another tree.

in the tetering than that.
s b b jump he was to
Juuuwb:‘mﬂyluche:himhcmldlﬂ

the leaves was always to be seen
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the face of Broken-Tooth grinning trium-

Ll Id not stop, his
linuedhubhqupmddmmdnbemnﬂn‘

crackle of a dry and

looking down saw my first Fire-Man. He
was creeping stealthily along on the groond
20d pecring up into the tee. At st I
animal, because he

wild
mmndmnm:nﬂmhh
a ragged piece of bearskin. And then I saw
Py tsertaly and more clearly his fea-
tures,

coed. outren hir and gucinb B
could never catch us,
But he carried

something in s band that
had 1t was a bow as

amow. "Bt at that ime a bow and srrow

had no meaning was 1 to

know that death furked in that bent piece of

ut Lop-Ear knew. He had evi-

muy m the Fire People before and knew

peered d r:':m.:d' Jed around. the
op 8t him and cirded around ¢

above

free.
the fork Lop-1 Elr nn-hd too, ke(pm' l‘“yl
th trunk between himself and e Fife-Ma
The bt abruply sevesd M mdu.g
Lop-Ear, ungm also hastily
, but did not win i the| ‘protection of the
et ater  the Fire-Man had teangod

bow. 1 arrow leap up, miss Lop-
Ear, glance against a limb, and fal back
to the ground. I danced up and down

my lofty perch with delight. hm-pne]
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‘The Fire-Man was throwing things at Lop-
Ear as we sometimes throw things at one
angter

he gume continued 4 litde longer, but
LopEat i ot
T e e B tian. e e 1t oot
leaned far out over my horisontal limb and
chattered down at him. I wanted to play.
1 wanted to have him try to hit me with the
thing, Ho saw m, butfgored me, turn
his attention to Broken- who'was still
Leterogsightly and valumtsly on he nd
branch.

of the
arrow leaped upward. cen-
oot yell:d ith fght sad pan. i

o o e ikt

Adam 619
only did the pull and strain of it pain me
severely, but it bothered my movements and
mdal impossible for me to keep up with

"Rt st  gave up, crouchingIn the secure
fork of a lme

d e
mmedwfupi climbing into the fock
=, examining the arrow.

to play,
but crouched trembling close to my limb. A
third

second arrow and a. op, mising
Broken-Tooth, rustling the leaves as they
chrough, mwmmm,m,.m

turning tocat
Fire-Man is bow again.

He. shxhed his pnmlmn, wnlkmg sy ser-

eral ste shi

hmnmwg twanged, the arro

ward, and Broken-Tooth, uxknn[ a I:rn“ge

im as he

it

e shat of he srrow

projecting from his chest and appearing and
peasing witheach svaltion of bl by

Sheer screaming, seventy foet ba

wn,
fell, smashing to the earth with an audible

thud and crunch, his body rebounding slight-

Man running forvard with o sione and
mering him on the head . . . and then

Trencaiea

Abrays, during my childhood, at s sage
of the dream, did I wake up screaming with
fright—to find, often, my mother o
anxious and startled, by my bedside, pass.
ing_soothing hands ‘through my hair and

telling me that she was there and that there
nothing to fear.

My next dream, in the order of succession

f events, begins always with the fight of

‘Lop-Ear and myself through the forest.” The

rue Man and Broken- Tooth and te e of

Ear and I, in a

re ﬂmlng through the fres.

leg ing pain; and from.
. protru dmg head dnd shait. from
tither nd:. s an arrow of the Fire-Man. Not

petually a
and that, and mysef wmmpmn! sotly and
sobbi n& Lop- plainly in a lunk
is conduct in remaining by me

ot of bl jour T take a8 8 fonbudoving
o . atruim and. comradeship that have
helped make man the mightiest of the ani-
mals.

Once again Lop-Ear tried to drag the ar-
1w through the fab, nd I angely stopped
him. Then he bent down
ing the shaft of the arrow
As'he did 50 he held it firmly in both hands
o that it would ot play shout n the wousd,
and at the same time [ held on to him. I
Shen mediats wpon, thia scean—the two of
Rall grown, cube, in the childhood of the
race, the one mastering his fear, beatin
down s sefih impule o fight, i oder to
stand by and succor the other.  And there
sies beore me all that was i her foesha:
owe s of Damon and Pythias,
of Wfe-mving crews and Red Cross m
of martyrs and leaders of forlom hopes, of
Father Damien, and of the Christ Himself,

m:nml Inw %4 Lop Ear and Big Tooth an
dim denizens of the Younger World.
nen Lop-Ear had chewed off the head

of the arrow, the shaft was withdrawn easily
enough. T started to go on, but this time it
was he

to the end of a branch, Lop-Ear
bandiul of groen leaves, These
intothe wound._ They secomplabed the o

pose, bieeding soon stopy
B e o toghe bk 1o "o ey o
the caves.



test
Bmve[wnduxonlyml.hnmm

winter we ex-
wwmrt Ihummnryo(«bumn-
tem when it was so cold. 1 bave oen
that that fore-

aithiulness of he
couples 1 have referred o may
ined as a matter of hal
long desire for the Swift O
explained, any more than can the undying
comity bétween me and Red-Eye

But it s our inconsequentiaiy and. stu-
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ity that_especiall when 1
kyhl.lu umyn&-nuzlugqu
Once T found & which hap-

wndmuemzmw-mmm

sad ¥ dmok . Icvenlmklhgwlddﬂwn

stream and filled it with more water,

mnlvlhutldnnkmd of which
Ear.

5

. And then T
flw-d.-.y 1t neves entered my bead
10 6ll the gourd with water and carry it into
my cave. Vet oten T was thinty at nigh,
spw:ully lr eating wild onons and wa

v he caves

at m‘hl foc s drnk,
, inside
fun

age that brought about
m.nym,mmmumw
gourds' was Marrow-Bone. He kept

arrow-Bone
spells and was unable to leave the cave.

Then the Hairless One filled the gourd
for bim. A Title laer the Haidew One
iy, He oo
ey ! um pli=g when 1
was well Long-Li
e o 'ﬂn B
the men
-..mmn leavi

larger children. were

. Ve carid wibs ouly o o

seives, and wealten mocked the young vler-
hen they were

phywﬁlllhcgmudx
‘The one big invention of the horde, duri
the time 1 lved with it was the use
gourds. At waer in the
ourts—in imiation of old Marrow-
ut one day some onc of the women—I




do not know which one—filed a gourd
blackberries and carried it to her cave. i
no time all the women were rries.

and nuts and oot in the ourds. T idey
Another stage

once o go on.
ot eveluton of 1 carmy
was dus 1o the women,
some woman's gourd was too small, or else
she had forgotten her gourd; be that as it
may, she bent two grea leaves togeher pin-
ning the seams with twigs, and carried home
& bigger quantity of berries than could have
been contained in the largest gourd.

we got, and no farther, in the trans-
portation of supplies during the years I lived
with the Folk.

 they carried o the caves to sleep upon.
Possibly in ten or twenty generations we

might have worked up
baskets. And in this

is sure: if once

as
o e other i What e we eared

we could not go far in a single generation.
We were without i wuhmu fire, and
in the raw beginni
Ve of wiling ay e i Tt kT
am appalled when I think of it
ven I was once on U

discovery. To show you how fortuitous was
development in those days let me state that
bad it not been for the lum..y of Lop-Ear
L might have brought dommet

i

it he e People o e so the north

cast had not yet achieved They were with-
out dogs; this T

rocky hills were filled with the lairs of car-
ni beasts.
But Lop-Ear and I strayed over to the
hills one day.  We sh :hnuld ot hare sryed
had we not been iger.
ot langh. 1t was o SbersTooth hlmel.t
re - We chanced uj
e moraing, tnd
branches overhead we
chatered down at bim our diike and ba-
And from branch to branch, and from
—t tree, we followed overhead, making
an infernal row and warning all the forest.
dwellers tha ad SaberTooth was coming.
poiled his hunting for him anyway.
And L e him £ood sed gy, He
snarled at us and lashed his tail, and some-
times he pa Sared 5p 11 s quiethy
for a long time, as if debating in
some way by which he could hoid o
But we only la and pelted him with
i e e ol of e
This_tiger-baiting was common _sport

the last he put bi
from our glbmg like a beater
our besta keep up with him; but when
e reached the edge of the forest he was no
‘more than a streak in the distance.

trees. Coming around a sharp comer of
ock (we went very carfully, becuuse we did

let me tell you b v LopEars £ g]\mnny po&
sibly set back our
ns.

Well, to the ves was a great

b oo b v

upﬂn three puppis playing n the S
e uh, and we watched them
bl were wil

rock wall was a

denty the lar where thei 1 molhu bad left
, and where wve remained

hdl.bqh@ubdmnl. Bu!lhepv .ﬂ

life, which in Lop-Ear and me had imj
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us to venture away from the forest, had
driven the puppies out of the cave to frolic.
T know how their mother would have pun-
ished them had she caught them,

But 1t wes Lop.Ear and T who o canght
them. He looked at me, and then de
1 dashfor them, The puppis knew o place

cept into the lair, and we headed
thom of,ee viahod.beteen ey )
squatted and grabbed him, He sank h
teth nto my arm,and  dropped him i the
suddenness of the hurt The
next moment he had scurn:d inside.

Lop-Ear,

second pup-

e
aiing poppy by e il ﬁ" ochi
into me once, and then I got him by the neck.
and I sat down as the pup-
pies up, and looked at them and laughed.
They were snarling and yelping and cry-

some
other in fear, realizing the danger of our po-
lnm one thing |hn mlde animals
demons with_their
ymmg ‘And thes p yllpr:i i ised such
a racket
e knew ot running i in packs,
of the grass-eatiny o MWerad watched
them :olmm, e e of sl 4o v

and draeging down the calvs,the nged, and
the m_k w= ased by them our-
selves than mm 1 had seen one of

the Fnlk, & woman, run down by them and
caught st s she feached the shele ofthe
e ot been tied aut by

m .m
She tried, and lllpp:d el k.
made short work
3 ot s o sich aer longer than
moment. Keeping tight hold of our prizes,
we ran for the w nce in the security
a tall tree, we held up the puppis and
Jaughed again. " You see, we ha
Inugh out, oo mlter what happened.

n began one of the hardest tasks
¥ attempted. We started to carry the
puppies to our cave. Our hands could not
be used for climbing; most of the time they
o oried wilh b cur auirming

Thty

sty B ety bya e hyens,
who followed along underncath. He was a
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Lop-Ear got an idea. He remembered how
wthednpbundkswtlavslocmhum
Breaking off som ‘vines, he
B puppys legs loga(Mr, and 8 'hen

her piece of vine passed arou

with anot]
neck, slung the plrppy i This
Jeft him with hands and feet free to climb.

2 great ciaborating

on LopEars ides. Not only did I i the

u
the puppy. up to my bigh lte cave, itk
did not mi e oo wned my efforts,
and there was the puppy. He was a play-
lhmg Sach a5 none of the Falk
e leaned rapidly. When I played wi h
by me, T boxed hi
then he did not try agin to bite for & ollg

x was quite faken up with him.  He vas
» chanscerisic

it oy hn e thigs, When 1
it and vegetables T caught
young rab-
bits. (w= i o ks o s
vegetarians, and we were adept at catchng
small game) The puppy ate the meat
hrived. A wel a 1 can estimate, 1 nuul
have had him over a week. And then,
g back to thecave one day witha net fullof
young- et o found that Lop-
Ear had killed the puj was just be-
ginming to cat bim. by 4 .pnu Lop-Ear
—the cave was we went at it
tooth and pail.
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And thus, in a fight, ended one of the ear-
liest attempts to domesticate the dog. We
pulled hair out in handfuls, and scratched
and bit and g Then' we sulked and

uf fter lhll we ate the
Raw? “Ves. We had not yet discovered
fire, O evoluion ato cookleg animalslay
in the tight rolled scxol of the fuure

CHAPTER IX
Rep-Eve was an atavism. He was the

great discordant element in our
than any of us. He did

People
us who were in the process of becoming men.
‘He was a momster of r.melly, which b ay.
lng & great deal i that day.” B beat bis
wites—nat that he ever bad mare than one
wife at a time, but he was mari
Gimes, 1t was lrpossible o any woman 15
live with him, and yet they did, out of com-

~<

qui
twilight. From drinking-place
e e L vy e ok 1

of the hunting snimals, while the foreruznen
of man hide tremblingly in their holes.
‘There yet remain to us a few minutes be-

fore we climb to our caves. We
Hom O ploy of the o, i s v
make are subdued. Even

the cubs, still

623

Eges actions, but they are airaid of bim.
he blo a low groaning dies
- we chatter among ourselves and

ug) oA Ty wii) hn|
ings._ We'knew too well he tagedy of

hole
We had not yet develo
to speak of, inside the
tain customs and visited our wrath upon the
customs.

unlucky ones who violated those
Thus, for example, the s who_de-
fled place would be atiacked by

all our
we 5o feared him that we were incapable of
action necessary to punish him.

ing, early, we had scratched
wal quie 8 héap of fragment

bexp % Shove ove the 1p of the cntrance,

The next moment there came up from below

2 howl of rage. There was no need to look.

Weknﬂlh:vd«onlymn'dl The rub-

dﬂnndd\lptm Red-Eye. u:l;

is inflamed eyes and
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Anihar o/ The Cullof he Witk

Sen Wolf.” e

ia Lop Far,
e ln s game

CHAPTER IX (Continued)

UT he was too large. He could not get

in to us. Suddenly he went away.

is was suspicious. By all we of

Folk nature he should have remained and
d out his rage. I crept to the entranc

and n. T could see him just

peeped dow
beginhing to mount the bl
hand be carid long ick, Belore L could
divine his plan, he was back at the
and savagely jabbing the stick in at X

s thrusts were_prodigious, capable of

disemboweling s, We shrank back against
ihe side wally where we were almost oat of
moge. Dby ndusions poking he got us

—cruel, scraping jabs with the
cad of the stick, whu:h raked off the hide
and hair. - When w the hur,
he roared bis satisfacton and jabbed. the
harder.

T began 1o grow angry. I had a tem
of my own in those days, and mns.dmr’
e, t0o, albeit it was largely the cour-
the comered rat. h:u‘hl hold of the
stick with my hands, but such was Red-Eye’s
rength that he Jerked me e e s
He reached for me with his long arm, and
Corighn,

cou
age o

E ,.ﬁ..,m..ummmn:'.-mﬁ-f.m

i T B ot & Yo At
mlvyn‘ﬁwn-.—ll-ﬂv-lhi-ﬂ

his nails tore my flesh as I leaped back from
the clutch and gained the comparative safety
the side vull

He began pol

king again, and caught me a
inful blow on the shoulder. Beyon:

d shir-

I
fon ong. T threw fhis at Red-Tye. 1t did
h h )IB hnwl«.l with a sudden

to strike back.

He began. Jnhbm! (\mmls\y b Lound s frag-

ment of roc} it at him, striking
T on the e
This emboldene , besides, T
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0 he began ripping out chunks of
rock and throwing them in at me.
This supplied me with ammunition. I gave
him as good as he sent, and better; for he
presented a good target, 'lukhuzuqhnm]y
glimpses of me as I snuggled against the

%ﬁ

ol

he disappeared From the
lip of the cave 1 saw hima Focending
1. o b pthered it snd B e

and
et hrpsgh e s o shsered s
il T b b I chaght
up in her arms, and crouched over it,

some whim of his erratic spirit, et
mnumt‘hmma.mm,m..
He retumned to the wall and began to climb
up. Lop-Ear, who was shivering and peep-
ing alongside of me, scrambled back into the
. ll-upl;mthlllﬂd!ye:lshﬂvt
upon, murder, 1 was desperae an
ly ng back and fortn
hbmuhdp. pt.huadl
cave entrance.
yards beneath me,
for the xb,mm.um-u
clif. As he climbed, his head came
view, and I banged a rock down. i,
the wall and shattering; but the fy.
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Ing dumt and grit Gilled s eye and be drew

A dnxkhlu and chattering arose from the
horde that played the
last there

separate and pointed straight
hilled me, but T mastered my

%
success. The stone struck h 9
He slipped back out of sight, but as he dis-
appeared 1 could see him clawing for a

ip on with one hand, and with the
other clutching at his throat. The stick fell
chiteriog 0

1d not see him any more, ﬂw‘h 1
could hear him chokug and stra
‘coughing. lience kept a dnlhllke
nlmc: %] crouched on the i of he enrance
waited. The strangling and coughing
dxui down, and I
again dﬂn
began to
pa

coul im now a
o et A little later he
down.

He went very quitly,

{ for the woods. Old Marrow.
ing and_tottering, followed hchmd

R Eye ook o poie o he ight.
he e St b b of
limbed up and into_ his own

and with great cauti
gan limbiog up the cif. ‘Whea we reached

we ooked back. The ‘abiding-place
=4 Red-Eye remained in his
cave, and the horde had disappeared in the
drp(h of the forest.
tumned and ran.

Cr ot

Wednhdlml
‘Spaces and down.the siopes, u
posibie snake i the grase, i



reached the woads. Up ino the tress e

Iht es. And then, and not till then, in the

urity of a great fork, we paused, looked

ot cach othr, ind began t0 olugh. We held

on to each other, arms and legs, our eyes
streaming tears, our sides aching,

and laughed and laughed.

CHAPTER X

Arrex we had out our laugh, Lop-Ear

and I curved back in our flight and got break-

fast in the blucberry swamp. It was the

same swamp to which I had made my first

Jourueps i the wokd, yeas befors, accom

iod by rmy other. T had seen lite of

in the intervening time. Usually, when

h visitd the honde t the cave, L was away

T had once or twice caught

‘hmm of the Chatterer in the open space,
of

him and angeri
oy coves “Beons such it oo
my family severely was

interested in it, and anyway I was doing
very well by myself.
After eating our fll of berrics, with two

nestfuls of partly hatched quail eggs for

2 was
where stood my old home tree, out of which
1 had been thrown by he Chatterer. 1 was
still occupied. d been increase in
the family. cun‘. tight to my mother
was a litle "ﬁl there was a girl,
rt n, o canloly e 1
T e of the lowes brsnches.  She wee
evidently my ballister
My mother recognized me, but she warned
me svay when T 'staried 1o climb inio the
ar, who was more cautious by
Py than 1, beat a retreat, nor co
ter in the day,
however, my sister came down to the ground,
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‘undoubtedly the soundest spanking she had
received up to that time.

How she yelled and squalled! The Chat-
terer, who had been away all day and who
was cnly then reurning,Beardth nose and

hed for the spot, My mother also rushed,

Dut e got thete i, Lop-Ear and T did
‘ot wait his comi wereofl and sway,
and terer gave us the chase of ou
lives through the trees.

ter the chase was over, and Lop-Ear
and I had had out another laugh, we discov-
ered that twilight was falling. Here was night
with all it terrors upon us, and to return to
the caves was out of the question. Red-Eye
made that impossble. W took refuge in
a tree that stood apart
Nigh up In s fook
was a_miserable night. For the first few

bours it raned beael ,l.lxn it turned ol

on lu‘hzr forks overhead eve several
for the roof. Then the sun came

outsand unde ts bengn influence we forgot
the'bardships of the nlghl and went of in
search that—to show the

inconsequent mhynl hte in those days—we
fell o playing. Tt must have taken us all of
o monih, vrking ntermitiently, 1o, make
lhell. when it was com-

“‘snﬂy When
it o0 the second

our tree house;
pkmd, we neve

But T run ahead of
fell to plnymg, after b

It was wide at the mouth, and was
ithe In

and played al ftrnoon. And then came
- She s wy s, b tht 41

t her from treating me abomina-
Viciousness

Ty, o s b neried o the ickoes
of the Chatterer. She turned upon me sud-
in a pet

was practical-
dhe dead waler, jut
Taakle s raonth, J o tanglod mase
trunks. s.mnm.g-mmkumn-s
tear of freshets and of being stranded
summers on sand bars, were seasoned
dry and without branches. They floated
high in the water, and bobbed up and down
or rolled over when we put our weight upon

Here and there between the trunks were



her of us.

We were already 00 far removed from

muletmwh-vemlmmcw
nd we had not

were we in our
almost neglected to eat.
4 nearby ire at night
Red-Eye exi

wUmul ys trying and we
l«medthnmemﬂuihchnhe!mnwe
wu.ldm-kel(‘l‘gn that the

had begun 1
at mght, hat
we found the Swit Onelk;pnw e
l Lht hnn(hn of

a tree.
At fint ety i b wher
m--muﬁ""ﬁ'm’ e dropped

not run

away.
She waited our coming, and made soft peace

And then, one day, she did
ounds, We could ot near, how-
'Whkn e spprosched o chet,
md suddenly away, lnd from a safe dis-
s st e omndogui: TUR
continued for some days. 1t took
scquinted wih her s
lished and

to get

um.mmpl she joined us some-
times in our

e ber

rom the first. sbe-nu(
appearance.
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mild. Her eyes were the mildest I had ever
seen. In this she was quite unlike the rest
of the girls and women of the Folk, who were
born vi She never made harsh, ar

cries, and it seemed to be her nature to
ey fom trocble athe tan to el and

Ehe midnes  have mentioned seamd 0

emanate from ber whole being.
larger than those of most of her oy
he

incisors ., nor
her upper lip long and down-hanging,
her lower lip ing. She was not very
hairy, except on the outsides of the arms and
legs and across the 3 It

she was thin-hipped, ‘were not
twisted and guarly.

eyes, even to the extent of
horde turning rencgade and going to ive with

:

erent from any
of the females of the horde, and I had a Iik-
ingfo b rom the s, mikiness and
gentleness attracted me.
“adthe never fought, She sl gs
mn avay, and sight here may be noted he
icance of her rame. She wis 3 beu:;

helpless child-
hood v.hn salay uy nnly in um. (e s
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sort of game with Lop-Ear and me t0 try to
find where she lived. 1t was certain that
she had a tree shelter somewhere, and nnl
very far lvmy, but trail her as we would, we
s willing emmgh
h us in the dnyumg, but
ket ot e g place s gceded

CHAPTER XI

be remembered that the descrip-
ve
by Big-Tooth, my other self of my dreams,
‘my prehistoric ancestor. It s by the medium
of my dreams that man, look
hrough the eyes o ooth and see.
‘And so it i with much that L sarrae of
the events
iy ot sy Inpeeasions hat 1 S0 cne:
fusi lomﬂnupnnmymdas. T shall
here in my nnrnun o indi-
e thiy dualit, ty, this i
naly.

st lived cvens, without ever
e lived them i his paricur and-afin
ermatic way.
As 1, my real self, grew older, T entered
and more ino the substance of my
dreams. Even in the midst of
inay be aware that he s dreaming, and i
be bad, may comfort himself with the thought
that it s only  dream. T o s
cxperience with allof us. And solt was that
1, the madern, ften nnwled into my dream-
ing and in e consequent sirunge dual per
sonalty was both et .»a xp«uw
right often have T, the
turbed and vexed by the S Toliasm, g
and general allaround

we done thi

And let



Before

that the fying and crawiing dreams of Bi:
vivid w m as the falling-

rapace dreas
ot big Tooth abo had an mheﬂel[. and
med bac]

when he slept that other-self drea
inty the pas, back 1o the
and the

her only as the mild-eyed
young female who made soft sounds and did

oot ghe. 1 Bked o play with ber, ke
not why, to seck food in her com

about this time that there was &
.|..m defcton on he part of LopEar. He
o the habit of ‘wandering off n the
n of the tree where my mother lived.
Ho bad aken liking to my vicious sister,
and the Chatterer had come to tolerate
Also there were several other young people,
progeny of the monogamic couples that lived
in_the neighborhood, and Lop-Ear played

wi

them.

T could never L the Swift One to

with these enever T vis-

nad bem b Spped ‘behind and dlup

red. bt once making & siracg

ot 1o persiade he, But she cust back-
ious

ward, ansi e rereted caing
o me from 8 te. S0 it was that T did nok
make a practise of accompanying Lop-Ear
when he went to visit his new fri

preferred the ip of the Swift One.
Undoubtedly, had nothing happened, we

Adam

water when we were startled by
It was Red-Eye. He
edge of the timber-jam and

atus. We were badly frightened,
was 1o narrow-mouthed cave for
refuge. But the twenty feet of water that
infervened gave us emporuy safty, and we
plucked

p courage.
" Red-Eye stood up erect and began beating
by chest wits i Bt Our tvo

Iy our ve way to consternation.
Tt s ot Red g way to

o casly. We wited i fea and trembling
for whatever was to . Tt never struck
us to paddie away. chmchn:kwnhgul
leaps across the jam, one huge hand filled
wih round, waierwmbed pebbie. 1 am

find larger mi

Zip!, A tnypebbl whiredpast with almost
force of a bullet. Lop-Ear and I
g0 adding frandeally. Whis-sip-bang1
FopBar acriamed with sudden anguish.
The pebble had struck him, between. the

of Red-Eye’s ammunition.
to the gravel-bed A'nr ‘more, while Lop-Ear

and T paddied away
Grafually we deew out of range, though
Red-Eye continued making trips for more
ammunition, and the pebbles continued to
whiz about us. Out in the center of the
lough there was a slight current, and in our
was

he could o us
by following along the shore. Then he dis-
wuedlg-gnmh Such ammanition in-

score of sp!mlen, like ﬁny
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inomy . Had it sruck me i woud bave e Fif Peplyand

t migra.
anmwudl)!l’oll et back
mmm"mmmamzu So

!
i
2
3
§
~F
¥

that happened.
to our fte, and we remained reigned untl _ Especally do I remember the hunger we
s o

we aroused 1o the fact that we were endured on

along not & hundred feet from the unmmmmmeuuuum‘
shore. We began to paddle for it. Here the  sleping in the thicket. Also there are the
main force of the current was flung back Tree People who dwelt in the forest between
toward the south shore, and the result of our  Long Lake tains. It was they
paddiing was that the current . who chased s nko the mouy -

and ar Lake.

'!mnnu,wemomo{llmdml First, after we left the river, we worked

quiet eddy. small
Ourlogs drifted slowly and at last grounded

and after ys arriving at

and swept away down the stream, We  what I have called Long Lake, We spent

looked at cach other, but we did not laugh. time its

We were in a strange land, and it did not lmmdloodinpknly,mdlhmmd‘y,m'he

ener our minds that we coud retum to our  forest, we ran fou o the Tree These
shor in the same manner that we bad  reaies were feocious spes nothing more.

5
i
a

come.
‘We had learned how to cross  river, though  They were more hairy, i is true; their legs
we did not know it. And this was some- mlﬁkmlw@dlﬂﬂmﬂy._ﬂﬂr

1o come is undoubled; but the migration of  they made sounds similar to ours, with some-
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hat similas meanings.  Afe sl he Tree
People an the Folk were 50 unlike.
Tound him s, e wibered, drid-up
ellow, wrinkle-faced and _bleary-eyed
and tottery. He was legimate prey. In
ere was no sympathy between
1he Viods, and ho wa ok dat b, He
was a Tree-Man, and he w
was sitting at the foot of a tree—evidently ma
tree, for we cou tered
branches, in which he slept at night.
pointed him out to Lop-Ear, and we made

hacked and splut . Every
time he tried to climb the tree we pulled him
back, until at last 1o his weak-
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either, and that the bonds between us were
anything but sympathetic.

‘pursued us for hours. The forest

interminable. We kept to the glades
‘a5 much s possible, but they always ended in
more thick forest. - Sometimes we thought we
bad escaped and st down o rest; but ok
Yars b we i v

e would hear the hateful * Whoo-whoo!™
e the terble *Gotk! Gkt Gokir
This latter sometimes terminated in a savage

In thi e hunted through

the forest by the cxasperated Tree People

At last, by mid-afternoon, the slopes

ring bigher and higher and the trees were
ing smallr. Then we came out on

oy gy fanks. of the mountaies.

o Sert e ol e e i bece the

Tree People gave up and retumed toward

their forest.

The

regain
were lying in wait, and
Lop-Ear mlwmlnwm.w
tree, no . Here was no

ness ‘and did no more than sit and weep.
And Lop-Ear and I sat with him, our arms
‘around each other, and laughed at his wretch-
edness.

From weepmg he went to whining
from whining to

achieved a screar
the more we tried to make him cease, the
louder he screamed. And then, from not
l'lrnwzymih:(nlst,czmtl“(‘-utklG k"
to our ears. is there were answering
i seven of Ibzm, and from very far off
ass “Goek! Gotk!
A e “Frnemnboot cal s

Gn!kl"

any
o the moesing, what of our new-gained

respect for the Tree People, we faced into

That we had no definite

mountains T have only misty memoris, We
wers in that bleak region many deys, snd

y from fe; ¢
Ahnwc ered

cold and later fro
Tt was a desolate hnd of rocks and f foaming.
streams and clattering cataracts. We climbed
and descended mighty caions and gorges;
spread

pinnacle of rock that was almost like a tree.
then, at last, one bot midday, dizzy
with hung:r, we gained the dmde From
this high backbone of nnh, to the north,
acroe the diminishing, down-falng ranges,
e cavghta g far lake. The sun
upon i, and "ot & e open vl
< lands, whie 10 the we saw

the dark line of a wide-stretching forest.
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We were two days in gaining the lake, and
e vere ek with hunge; but on s shor,
Lleepm‘ lnu‘ly in a thicl a part-

ve us lmn:h trouble, for
O o way to kill than with our
hands. When we had our fll, we
carried the remainder of the meat to the cast-

thick with ulnwn that had come up fmm
the sea to s
Westward from the lake stretched.the
grselands, and her were maltiudes of bi-
Son s0d. wid catle Al were thre many
packs, of wid dogs, aad a5, fhere wero 55
trees it was not a safe place for us. We fol-
lowed porth along the siram for days.
son I do not know, we
Airaly el th s and i v the
cash and then o the southest, through o
pe-t forest not bore you with our
bn mdnte |t to lhnw Mw we
oally arrived at the F unry.
e came out upon ne sver but we did
not know it for our river. n lost
50 long that we had come to accept ha con-
n of being lost as habitual. As I look
back, I see clearly how our ives and destinies
are shaped by the merest ch.m We did
not know it was our rver—there was no way

journey, the yearning for our own
¥ind and land; and ofin had 1 had recollec
tions of the Swift One, lluymmg female who
‘made soft sounds, wl was good to
with, and who lived by sl noody knew

y rec her were accom-
panied by Seosations of hunger, and these I
felt when I was not hungry and when I had
just eaten.

But to come back to Ihe river, Food was
plentiful, princi and succulent
roots, and on the river bank we played and
lingefed for days. And then he ides came

Lop-Ear. It was a visible process, the
cumm; of the idea. I saw it. The ex-
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prulmn in his eyes became plaintive and
and he was greatly perturbed.

iy oo ey g o

his grip on the inchoate thought. This was

followed by the plaintive, querulous expres-

n as the idea persisted and he dulcbed it

He looked at me and at the river and

The result was a gibberish
ugh. This him, and he grabbed
me suddenly and threw me on my back. Of
course we fought, and in the end T chased
upa tree, where he secured a long branch
and poked me every time I tried to get at him.
And the idea had gone glimmering. T did
not know, and he had forgotten. But the
next morning it awoke in him again, Per-
haps it was the homing instinct in him assert-
ing itself that made the idea persist. - At any
d clearer ¢

minded to play, as p
mouth of the slot deﬂl(huem
i s T watchd i o up - ot
log from frtber down the shore,
it was n the logs, side
by shde and halding e together, . had
paddied out into the current, that T learned
tention. He paused to point at the far
shore, and roeumad e paddling, at the same
time uttering loud and encouraging cries. 1
and we paddied energetially
e swift urrent caught us, fung us oward
the south shore, ould make a
anding fng us back toward the morth hazk.
e aroe disension. Seing the norlh
shore so near, I began to paddle for it. Lop-
Ear tried to paddie for the southern. The
logs swung around in circles, and we got no-
yhere, and ol the tim th frest was agh-
ing. we drifted down the stream.
could not Bt We knew beter tha o let
g0 the grips of hands and fect that held the
together. chattered and abused

each other with our tongues until the current
flung us toward the south bank again. That
was now the nearest goal, and together and
amicably we paddied for it. We landed in
an eddy. That night we discovered the
Fire People.

“Bofore Adam"" wil be continued in the Junuary number,

g
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Theoce they reach the land of the
CHAPTER XIII

HAT must have been a band of wan-
WV g bt wems into camp ot far
from the re in which Lop-Ear and
i 1o et fo the nighe. The ol N

these Fire People a brt alarmed us, ut nte,
when darkness had come, we were atiracted
bythe fire. We mm mul\ou.\lynnd silently
from tre o tree il we got o good view of
the

ln an open s Am-m‘ the trees, nnr
to the nV::. Ihcp‘ze s burning.  About

e mis Wk chd aar wio B st
Broken-Tooth out of the tree long_before.
When be ot L1 and valked about, ibrowing
resh woo spun the e, 1 saw tat he sl
limped with b crippled
it vp 24 e ik e a
the bl on hi face was quite gray.
unters were young
g mea thon ot ground, e
bows-sad stvows, and 1

Copprichin, 190, by

forwhat they were, The Fire-Men worean-
skins around_ their waists and across
ek sholders” Thee arum e Tog, how.
ever, were bare, and they wore no fool-gear.
As T have said before, they were not quite so
hairy as we of the Foik. ‘They did not have
large heads, and between them and the Folk
thors was vry lite diflrence n the
of the slant of the head back from the eyes.
‘They were less stooped. than we, less
springy in_their movements. Their back-
bones and hips and knee-joints seemed more
cir arms were not s0 long as ours
cither, and I did not noice that they ever

Yotk did nok Yoot 0 . Ilkr fangs. How-

ever, they were quite as thin-hipped as we,

and did not weigh much more.  Take it all
Ik Londn,
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in all, they were less different from us than
were 'we from the Tree People. ~Certainly,

all three kinds were related, and not so re-
motely related at that.

o arund which hey were gathered
was very attractive. Lop-Ear and I sat for
Rours waiching the ares and smoke. Tt
was most fascinating when fresh fuel was
thrown on and showers of sparks went fly-

Took

g upward. T wanied o go close and
at the fire, but there was no way. We

mmmn ndlmundmzﬁnmd
slept i
i o :kep oundly,
Toei e twiched in e s and
ivery little while < ne or an-
the

ot theew more wec
e oo the i of St .J‘i“m

in the darkness beyond, roamed hunting ani-
mals. Lop-Ear and I could tell them
their There ild dogs and a

of seeping Fire-Men.
e 8 i and a lionea sio0d bencath
bristling hair

out with

scenting nostrils.
anceagain at the e, and tumed avay ino

For a mltch r time Lop-Ear and I
remained and watched. Now and again we
‘out tho craabing of beavy bads

the thickets and w , and from the
of the other side, across the circle,

we see eyes gleaming in the firelight

In the distance we heard a lion roar, and
from far off came the scream of some stricken
aimal, spasing and Soundering ina drnk,
ing| great

grunting of rh.m«mm
In the morning, after having had our sleep,
‘he fire. It was still smol-

2nd gt 1 pckad up » glowiog col. Uy
of pain and fear, as I dropped it, stam-
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d Lop Ear it the tres and bis fight
lnghl:n
The next time we came back more cau-
ously, and we,avoided, e glowing coal,
We fell to imitating the FireMen. We
squatted down by the fire, and, with heads
bent forward on our knees, made believe to
sleep. Then we mimicked their speech, talk-
ing o cach other in thee fshion and making
a great g T remembered seeing the
B e poke the fire with a
stck. 1 poked thefire with  sick, turning

up masses of ive cols and clouds of white

is vas great sport, ‘and so0n we
ookt whi S0 U

Tt was inevtable that we should imitate

the Fire-Men in npltmshlng the e, We
tried at first wit

was & tremendous snapping and crackling
and roaring. It was the most
-nrk-ehadwmmudmmwh.m

were proud of it We, too, were
oo Menr we Ioought, s we deaces thery
white c gromes in¢ in he conflagration.

and undtrbmsh caught

g ek s i ot ki
great tree on the edge of the open
mlo flames.  We looked at it

el tee canght,and anothe, and then hald
dozen. We were frightened. The mon-
ster bad broken loose. We croucl
ear, while the fire ate around the circle
us in. 7
came the plaintive look that always accom-
incomprehension, and I know that in

®

ran.
of the day we came to &
neck of land, made, as we afterward discov-
ercd, by a great curve of the river that almost
ed a circle. Right across the neck
inched several low and partly wooded
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Over these we climbed, looking back-
ward at the forest, which had become

of flame that swept castward before a rising
yiod, We cootined to the wes, lollowing

the river bank, fore we
wers i the midst of the abiding-plac of he
Fire People.

This_abiding-place was a splendid_stra-
tegicslection. 1t was & peninsla, potected

on three sides by the curving river.  On only
one side was it accessible by land. ~This was
the narrow neck of the penineul, and here
the ls were a nat 3
Practically solated from the rest of the world,

ust_have here lived

for the subsequent mi
such calamity upon the Folk. The Fire Peo-
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a real cota one evidently made by
Some Fire-Man, "The two logs were small
and straight, and were Jashed.together by
means of tough roots and crosspieces of

This time the idea occurred simultane-

sudden something gripped the catamaray
flung it down-stream violently lpmsl the
almost whipped

tid to a tree by a tope of twisted roos.
‘This we untied before shoving off agai

By the time we had pa ddkdwdlnulmln
the Careat, we bad. o far_down-
stream that we were in full view .ﬂ the Fire

ple must
ly agplat the bouads of
expar

Ihe

pi

But Lop-Ear and I little dreamed of all
this when we found Ives Fire

Peopc’s sirnghold, We had but one i,

get away, 0 could

ing our curicsty by peep-

ing out upon the village. For the first time
w the women and children Fire

People. The latier ran for the most part
naked, though the former wore skins of wild

People cooked their food,
Lop-Ear and I did not see them cook. Yet
it is my opinion that they surely must have

performed some sort of rude cookery. Like
1, they caried water in gourds from the
There was much coming and going,

ind loud crics made by the women and chi.

The latter played about and cut up

with our paddling, our eyes fized upon the
other bk, hat e ko nothingof tis unl
aroused by’ el from the hore. We ol
around. e Fie People,many
ot them, Imhng e and poining 2t u, and.
were crawling out of the caves. We
Tt Up 10 waich, sad forgot al ot pad-
dling. There was hullabaloo on the
bor. discharged

o
&
2

o the east
. Hiling bt the 3
re we w ect]
the river that encircled the Fire People’s
stronghold. We sat and laughed at then a3
, swinging south, and southeast
1o cat, and even 1o nostheast, and then east
again, southeast and south and on around to
the west, a great double curve where the
siver neay tied  knot in el
o the west, un Fire Peupk

swept on to
far bdnnd a fami

iar scene n our
o e was the grat amkm; Pace where
‘we had wandered once or twice to watch the

circus of the animals when they came down
to dink. Beyond it we knew wasthe car.

anis quite n he same way o3 ich, and beyond that the caves and
dren of the Folk, whom they more nearly Lb: biding: place of We began
rsembled than did the grown Fire People e bk e i swiftly past,
resemble the grown fore we knew it we were down upon the

‘Lop Ear a8 1 did net linger We d.ri.nling-plus “There were the women and
saw some of the part-grown boys children, the i ber of them,
with bow and arrow, and we sneaked back  filling. their pmds. At sight of us they
into the thicker forest and made our way (o stampeded madly up the runways, leaving be-
the river.  And there hind them a trail had dropped.
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 We landed, and of course we neglected to
ie up the catamaran, which floated off down
the Fver Right catiouly we crept up 8
runway. ‘The Folk had all disappeared into
their holes, though here and there we could
face peering out at us. There was no
sign of Red-Eye. We were home again
A tha ight we st inour own Il cave
high up on the cliff, though first we had to
vi ‘pugnacious.

e
bad taken possession.

CHAPTER XIV

THE months came and went. The drama

upon the stage, and in the meantime we
pounded uts and lved. 1t was s good year,
T remember, for nuts. We used to fill gourds
with nuts 0 the poundi
places. them in depressions in
the rock, and, with a piece of rock in our
hands, we cracked them, and ate them as we
crac

cked.
Tt was the fall of the year when Lop-Ear
and I retuned from our long adventure
jmln\ey, and the winter that followed was
1 made frequent trips to the neighbor-

Bood of my old home-ree, and frequently T
searched the whole territory that lay between
the Bishery evumy o e mouth of the
here Lop-Ear and 1 had learned

Lop-Ear and I never knew a moment

ere in our own little cave.
Tn spite of the enlargement of the entrance we
had made, it was sill a tight squeeze for us to
gel &h from time to time we con-
tinued to enlarge the entrance, it was still too
small for Red-Eye's monstrous

neck a bulging lump to show where I had

hit him with the rock. This lump never

went away, and it was prominent enough to
seen at a distance. 1 often took great de-

light in looking at that evidence of my handi-

work, and sometimes, w

suredly safe, the sight of it caused me to

laugh
While the other Folk would not have come
to our rescue had Red-Eye proceeded to tear
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Lop-Ear and me to pieces before their eyes,
nevertheless thized with us. Pos.
sibly it was not sympathy but the expression
of their hatred for Red-Eye; at any rate they

Iways warned us of his approach. Whether
in the forest, at the drinking-places, or in the

s q
advaniage ofmany ey o our feud with Red-
Eye, th

oce e neary got me: It wis enly i
the morning, and the Folk were not yet up.

The surprise was complete. 1 was cut off
from the way up the clif to my cave.
had o the double

cave—the cave where Lop-Ear had first
luded me long years beore, and wbere ld

‘Saber-Tc mfiture when
‘he pursued the two Fnll. liy the lm\c 1 hnd
got through the connecting passage bet

the two caves, I discovered that Red-] Eve was
not following_me. ¢

ipped.
charged ot i aound sl upon me
1 merely npu(d my performance

oF ipping through the

i Lept me here hall 8 dag b day before he gave
up. After

reasonably sure of gaining the

we did not retreat up the clif o our own
when Red-Eye came upon the scene.  All we
diduna o eep a5 ey 0 b an e it
he did not cut across our line of retreat.

Tt was during this winter that Red-Eye
Killed his latest wife with abuse and repeat
gs. 1 have called him an atavism, but
in this he was worse than an atavism, for the
males of the lower animals do not maltreat
and murder their mates. In this 1 take it
spite of his tremendous ata-
vistic tendencies, foreshadowed the coming

of man, for it is the males of the human
pecis oly hat murder thee e

expectd, with the doing away

of one -.xe Red-Eye + an-

e decded upon.the Singing One.

S the granddaughter of old Marrow-

Bone, 1nd the danghic o ihe Helew o.w,
he was a young thing, greatly gives

mg at the mouth of her cave in Ihe lmlth,

E
£
§1
i
i

lgs as the rest
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oLBs pev comited o e

. Tiwasin the quitat he end

u the day, when we

apen space befor cmbing into our caves.

e
way from a drinking

Epe. She ran to bt husband.  Poox lile

hem
Fiw, yet be did not run away.
ttered, bristling, showing his tecth.
jth rage. It was an of-

and chat

and giobered. | Rec Eye sezed
hair of her head and-dragged her toward his
cave. He handled her roughly when the
di n, and be dragged and hauled her

We were very angry, insanely, voci
ouly angry. Beating our chests, bristling,
and gnashing our teeth, we gathered together

in our rage. We fel the prod of
intic, the draing toether a3 though for
united action, the impulse toward coopera-
on,Tn dim ways this need for united ac-
tion was impressed upon us. But there was
o way o achieve it

Y 0 expres it. We

nd_destroy

of us, ar 2
acked 3 vocabutary. We were vaguely

thinking thoughts for which there were no
thoug These _houghtaymbls

noises becar

with beow besiling, and hands pounding his

hest, to (lmm Onzl(lzrmlhernl
vl

us joined in the rage, until eve

-Bone was mumNm( and spitterig
with his cracked voice and wit 1.,,!~
Some one seized a stick and began pou

L. lnmmmmumk.mymm
ly our yells and exclamat
bl hytbm. 10 bad a soutbing

Adam

effect upon us; and before we knew it, our
rage forgotten, we were in the full swing of
a hee-hee council.

These hee-hee councils splendidly
trate the mmuqmmumy of the Fnlk
Here werewe.drawn iogeter by sl g
and the impul .'3“

m

ar lumbration of the councils of

primitive man, a0 o the great matioal
assemblies and  international conventions of
latter-day man. But we Folk of the Younger
Workd lacked spech, and whenever we were
0 dray we precipitated Babel, out
of which lmse + unanimiy of rhytn that
contained within itself the essentials of art
. It was art nascent.

was nothing longcontinued about
these. rnylhms nm we struck. A rhythm
‘was soon lost, and pandemonius un-
i'we could fnd the shythe agan o sart 3
new one. Sometimes hal

ol swigin sl csch one

backed by a group that strove ardently to
drown out the others.

In the quict intervals each chattered, cut
ooted, xme()ld

up, he l, and danced, himself
Sicien un , Glied with his own
deas a to'the exclusion

hm—a
uuu.eku a leaping in
o, particus mamners orl.hcdnnp sn{

iy and regialy,

bang! A-bang, a-bang!” after an
ather ofthesell-cenered Folk woud yild 1o
the suggestion, and soon all would be dan-
cing or chanting in chorus. “Ha-ah, ha-ah,
ha-ah-ha!”” was one of our favorite choruses,
and another was, “ Eh-wah, ch-wah, eh-wah-

hah!”
And so, wllh mld antics, le-m. Mlln(_
ind we danced an

the somber twilight of the pnmml erd,
Indscing forgefuinem, acher

N

council until the night warned us of ts ter-
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rors and we erept away to our holes in the
rocks, calling softly to one another, while the
came

CHAPTER XV

Lor-EAR got married. It was the second
winter after our adventure journey, and it
most . He gave me no warn-
ing. The first I knew was one twilight when
1 climbed the cliff to our cave. I squeezed
into the entrance and there | sopped. -
-unomoﬂnform

‘was none ol
mwma.maqnuum,mpc.xm
lm:;lm!iﬂmm-yndn in, There was dur
space only for two, and that space was al-
eady occupied, Alo, they bad meat  dis
p s whetof, e smibicg cad

Twas

‘Ear and his mate

received, to wetrest
1 um night, and for many nights, in
ol "h of the double cave.” From

uwwn«
the two_ Folk
and as.

had
mmm.uwdwmmm i
by oo ‘oing beck. and focth betweea. the two

had forgoten the wld doga. They were
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small enough to go through any passage that
oo irougss Onc, g they

T could squeeze

Not until T was safe from them
my attention to that live agony on my thigh.
And then, a dozen feet above the snapping
pack that leaped and scrambled against the
wall and fell batk, T got the dog by the throat

and slowly throttled him. 1 was a long time
doing it. - He clawed and ripped my hair and
hide with his hind paws, and ever he jerked

had my revenge. From time to time,
noise of the pack below eased down, I dropped

several days the three of us were
etarians nor fruitarians.
Lop-Ear's marriage was not a one,
and e oo oo 1 hat o G
last cither he nor I was happy

incor f being
e e cove . omehen 1 4 mot
i 59 with sy cler o he youg males. T
suppose my ong-continued. chumming with
lnplsu
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Atany rate, during the period of Lop-Ear’s
‘marriage I knocked about from pillar to post,
in danger every night that I slept, and never
comfortable. One of the Folk died, and his

T took possession of the aban-
, but it was wide-mouthed, and

y, to leping i the pussge

the double cave. During the summer, how-

used to stay away from the abiding.
for weeks, slecping in a tree-shelter 1
made near the mouth of the slough.

1 have said that Lop-Ear was not happy.
My sister was the daughter of the Chatterer,
‘made Lop-Ear’s life miserable for

re was thersso much s
was a Blue-
.

horde. ‘morning, early, several
fcore o s wie there mdking our hevaktast
On one side of me was the Hairless One.
d him were his father and his son, old
‘Marrow-Bone and lAn‘-Lip. On the other
id of me were Lop Ear and my sster,she
bei
rere warning. On lhe sudden,
both the H.llrln( One and my sister s|
same insﬂnl I

that I gave it a ly
h.l shied at it as a
it fears.

second time. He sat up, crouching, trem-
bling with fear, and called to

T dished back’  He showed me the

1 Caught hold of it 10 pull it ot a5 e had
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once done for me, but the consequent hurt
made him seize my hand and stoj

grou is was too much. 1 pulled,
suddenly, with all my might. Lop-Ear
screamed as | the arrow came out, and struck

at me angrily. But the next moment we
wee n fal gk et

Old Marrow-Bone, de-
e 2 uld hr behind, was tottering silently

ndicapped race with death.

on through the trees toward the
cited and_disorderly mob that
Grove befor i to thei hole all the small e
of the forest, and that set the blue jays scream.-
ing impudently. Now that there was no im-
mediate_danger, Long-Lip waited for his
grandither, Nlarrow Bonc, and with the 3
generaion between them, he old
lnd 'he youth brought up our

so it was that LPE o
el o o Jept with
mm in the old cave, awd w ot e of chum:
again is mate
o B i mne ,mr At least he
showed no signs of it nor of nesd for her
Tt was the wound in his leg that seemed to
bother him, and it was all of a ek bekore

he got back again to spryness.
Marrow-Bone was the only old member in
the horde. ~ Sometimes, on looking back upon
i, when te vison o bim i most lar,

E

resem between him
Andte b of my father’s gardener. The
ner's father was very old, very wrinkled,

be looked ed for all
the world i re-
semblance me as a child.

used to
T always ran when I saw the old man totter-
ing along on his two canes. Old Marrow-
Bone even had a bit of sparse and straggly
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white beard that seemed identical with the
whiskers nl lhe old mas

said, Marrow-Bone was the
only old member of the

horde. He was an

The Folk neverlved to old sge.
They died as
s Broken” Tooth had
died, as my sister and the Hairless One
had st died—abruptly ar bmqu, in the
posesion of hei faculies, n
s of lfe. Natural death? To
de vmltnlly was the natural way of dying
in 0

never knew of  case of death from old
age among the Folk. Even Marrow-
not die that way, and he was the only
one in my generation who had the chance.

rrot-patch w end,
Though we did not know it The bunters of

the Fire Pe ppear more fre-
quently as the time went by. me in
twos and tly through

the forest, with their flyir lbk o
snaibiate dance.‘an prey

i
from the op of the st tree % ot oy
vea climbing ito it The bow and arsow
was like extension of their leap-
ng and sirlking musces, 30, that virtuahy
they could leap and kill ut s hundred feet
ar more ter-

And then
peech that en-
n more efectively than we,
and in addition they understood cooperation.
"We Foll cat o be ey Cocumepict whes
we were in the forest. We were more alert

vigilant, and timid. No longer

they were very wise, They had

abied them toreso

ig
trees a protection to be rlied up
longer could we

perch on  branch and. aogh

e soorning. bekore the Folk Mad dis-
persed to the forest, there was a panic among.
the water-carriers and those who had gone

down to the river to drink.  The whole horde
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fled to the caves. Tt was our habit, at such

epy

was the lttle % ood

for & long time and waiched s, ooking our
caves and the cliff wall up and down.

one of the runways to a drinking-

place, returning a few minutes later by an-

ot runwsy.  Agen he stood sad waiched

carefully for a long time.  Then he turned

on his heel and limped into the forest, leav-

ing s call lously and ylmmlvely ©

Snothe from the cave-mouths.

a

CHAPTER XVI

1 rouND her down in the old neighborhood
near the

sound and looked up. There she was
Swit One, siting on a limb and
legs back

creep in on this
1 sared fo i the tre after
her, and she ret iy out the limb.
Jusk ae reached for ‘her, she sprang throu
B s e e

s From amid the rustling leaves she

peeped out at me and made soft sounds.

leaped straight for her, and after an exciting
chase the situation was duplicated, for there
she was, making soft sounds and peeping qut
rom th laves ot  thied re.

1t was bome in upon me that somehow it
same now as in the old days be-

r her. 1 forgot that she was truly the

catch her, and the lengthening
the afternoon bore witness to the m.my of
my effort.
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irsued her, or sometimes rested in
an .d,m. g e and watched ber, I noticed
the change in her. She was larger, heavier,
more grown up.  Her lines were rounder, her
muscles s uller and thers was about her that

ie—four years at the
Very least, and the change in her was marked.
here she went, why she went, and what

happened to her during that time, I do not
know.

ny
Il'!d down there, And T think it must have

been they who finally drove her back to the
hnllkandlom My reasons for this I shall

longer, and T pursued

not catch her. She believe that she
tely to escape me, and all

the time she managed to keep just beyond
f everything—time, the on-

meat-eating ene-
Jove o bev, and

with anger, 100, because she would not let
e come up wih her, 1t was  soge bow
this anger against rt of
mmy desfefor her,

Lt i, , 1 forgt everything.

I
1 ran full tilt
..,m  colony of seakee, They di not de

T was mad. They struck at me,
e T dcked and dodged and ran on. Then
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recs that oo uch for me. [ bad to

ake to the ere were the
T didu care. T siruck th earth withia' &
yurd o the nearst one. They fanked me
as I ran, e Into two diflrent

frees ot of the line of tay pursilt
Swift One. I ventured the ground again,
doubled back, and crossed a wide open space
with the whole band , bristling, and

tusk-gnashing at my heels.

16 1 had tripped or stumbled in that open
space, there would n o chance for
1 didn't. And I didnt care
hther T did o noi, T wa i Sucn oo
that T would have faced okd Saber Tooth

imself, or
People.
Wit

ing Fire
i pmgollosiepen i
ith the Swift One it was different.

the 2 cafion wall that
outjutted among the trees. After that we
penetrated a dense mass of u that
scraped and ripped me in passing. But she
never ruffled a hair. _She knew the way. In

ruff
the midst of the thicket wis  large k. I
her when she climbed it;
and In the forks i the nestabalier 1 bad
ought o long and vainy, I caugh her.
he hyena had taken our trail again, and
he now sat down on the ground and made
we did not mind, and
e g st bl whem be maried and went
away through the thicket. It was the spring-
time, and the night noises were many and
ried. As was the custom at that time of
the year, there was much fighting among the
animals. From the nest we could hear the
squealing and eighing ‘of wid horss, the
of clephant, and the rourig of
Toma, B the mon came out 800
ysﬂ'dw:m. and we laughed and el

Swift One and I get our wedding breakfast.

“Before Adam® will be concluded i the February mumber.
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CHAPTER XVI (Continued)

we might
i Ol e
le we were away, the

HERE is no tell
ave vedin the
y, whil

in u. while he 1Iz|v| at night in the connecting

And with our comingto livewithte horde
came trouble. had h:

ho had gone the way o
A that time he a4 il st splﬂll&
thing that whimpered and wept all the time,

eyes on the
Swift One; and lmmsdulely afterward, the
percution of he Swift One begun.

that she was the Swift One,
bt e ot g aptitude for swift
Tigh through the trees. all
wisdom as ing in order to keep out of

the clutches of Red.
To make the situation worse, she fell il

Jo s Rave bees & such of the malers

from which we sometimes suff

‘whatever it was, it made her dull jeiy bcn'\

of the caves. In nor ition, she
would have cird him, beaten' him

tempt and devoted

she not been sick it would have been
s play or e 4o eude M bt as it

ras, it required ll b caution and cuniog,
t was to her advantage that she could travel
on thinner branches than he, and make wider
I lso, she was an unerring judge of
distance, and she had. an Insinet for kpows
ing the strength of twigs, branches, and rot-
ten limbs.

Tt was an interminal Round and
Sonha s ek S o B m.; griches

e Pl They
set up a wild chattering, which was loud-
distance, and

ut
me o en-

what use woukd it hare been for

Copymekin, 0, by Tock Lomdon



ye? Hewas the mighty mon-
ive brute, and there was no
hope or m m s conlt of strength, . Ho
would hs me, ton me limb from

\m{‘hllged ld have caught Iht
Swit O belore she could gain he
A3 it wai, T could anly Jook n n helpless:
fury, and dodge out of the wlylnd(uu my
raging when he came o0
L It wu late afternoon.

Aod! sl the chase weat on. Red-Eye was
bent upon cxbustin the Swilt One. Afer
4 long time she

longer maintain her headlong flight.
it was that she i
this

low. Thus she might have gt brethig:

pell, but Red Eye vas iendish. Unsble 1o
he dislodged her yshnkm'ba

msﬂhusum‘\hmd weight, he

[
Sill amother time: © ﬁu(zly d he soap her
lmm IM hnn( t she was flung clear
umbu tree. h was re-
m-rklhk, e way she gripped and saved
et Onty whin dives ¥ s sk
the temporary safety of the thin branc]
Bu she was so tired that she could not mhu
void b, and time afier time she was
mpelled t0 take to them.
Sull the :hne went on, and still the Folk
beat theis_chests, and
Ih!lr |¢1h.

imost twilight. Trembling, panting, stru
ling for breath, th Swift Ope clung i

from_the ‘ground, and nothing i
Red-Eye swung back and forth on the same
. Itbecamea lulum,

every lunge.

swinging wider and wider with
Then he reversed suddenly, just before the
downward swing was completed. The Swi

One's grips were tom
was hurled toward the
But she righted herself ir
feet first. Ordinarily, the
in legs would have
impact with the ground.
ed.”She could not exercise this
Hrrlepnvtunduher hlvlmuﬂ.l pﬂlv
Thock, and she crashed over
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her side. This, as it tumed out, did not
injure bcr. but it did knock the breath from
her lungs. She lay helpless and strggling

ad-Ey e rushed upon her and seized her.

hind I dashed upon So unexpected
my charge that T lmxk:d him off his

was tha the Swift One clogged bis mor
egained her breath o

‘where he could sink his tecth into my throat.

His mouth was open, and he was grinning.

And yet, though he had just begun to exert

i sivength, 1n that moment he wrenched

ider so that T sufered from it for the

remainder of my lfe.

And in that moment something h.ppmed,
There was no warning.

down upon the four of us i

We were driven violently apart

and rolled over and over, and in the sudden-

sorprie our holds on one

lair by the noise we had made, he had crept

the next tree to mine, and I immediat



Before

fined b, 1 put my arms around ber and
her close to me while she whimpered
lnd cried softly. From the ground cai
sparing and crunching of bones. It was
Saber-Tooth making his supper off what
had been Big-Fuce. ~From beyond, with in-
flumed rims and eyes, Red-Eye peered down.
Herswat o monsie mighter " he-
Swift One and I
quietly_thro
while the Folk gathered overhead and show-
abuse and twigs and branches
upon their ancient enemy. He lashed his

tail and snarled, but - went on uunl

And in such ln saved. It
‘was an accident, the sheerest accic d t.
would Thave i, there n Red Eye’sclutch,
and there Mld ve been no bric of a
thousand cent down 10 a progeny that
reads nﬂlspupﬂs on aars
—aye, and that writes narratives of bygone

bappenings even as his i written.

CHAPTER XVII

Ir was in the early fall of the following
year that it happened. ~After his failure to
J One, Red-Eye had taken an-
fe; late, she was
Strcnger o, they had s baby
months old—Red-Eye's first chil
His previous wives had never lived lnng
ough to bear him children.
ane well for all of us. The weatl Mr had
n exceptionaly mild and food plentil
L e ember espeially the tumips of that
mrp Yenk sl vy heavy,
Lo the wid loms wes e and swee
than usual.
In short, it was
it lappened.

lden year. And then
It was in the early morning,
and we wers surprised in our caves.” In the
chill gray light we awoke from

o Leoumer death. - The Swit One and
lwmam | by a pandemonium of screech-
ing and gil n‘ Our cave was the highest
of all on mg i, nd we crep to the moth
a space was

and plan, while we Folk had none.
Each one of us fought and acted for himself,
and no one of us nt of the ca

lamity that was befalling us.
B b time we gt 0 sionethrowing, the
ire People had massed thick at e e ot
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the cliff. Our first volley must have mashed
some_heads, for when they swerved back
from the cliff three of their number were leit
upon the grou were sruggling
and floundering, and one was tryi

away. But we' et s um

¢ males were rouring with rage, a

Tingd racks upon (s thuce meh tbat were
down, Several of the Fire Men retured to
drag them into safety, but

within the cave, trembling with fer and
‘makis sounds because I would

i

O o T o a e e atd
watched. T was not out of range, but the
great enough o spoil effective
:hmmlg‘ o e e People did not waste
many arrows on me.
Lyanied fo e
he fighting had now become intermittent.
1 v s dendioc e were i he
caves, and the question with the Fire People
was how to get us out. They did not dare
come .., after us, and in general we vm\M
se ourselves to their arrows.
smnn.lly. "when one o T s
the base of the cliff, one or another of the
Folk woutd amach & rock down
he would be transfixed by half
rows.  This ruse worked well for some time,
bt ialythe Folk oo longer were fnveiled
into st The deadlock was

People T could see the

ald hunter directing b all.

They obeyod bim, and went bere sad there
his commands. Some of them went into

the forest and returned with

wood, leaves, and

drew in closer.

ros and cured up the . Then
Could s the red- rting
e ot through the wood fke iny snakes.

5=
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The smoke grew thicker and thicker, at

s ooy e whote. fee o the e

But 1 was high up and it did no bother me

mmch though ¢ stung oy ey and
it my ke,

them i

id Marrow Bone was the firt to be
wokad ot B light fan of air ited the
smoke away at the time so that I saw clearly.
He broke out through the smoke, stepping

i and screaming wi

n hurt of it, and essayed to climb up

o6l The arcows shomered about b

He came to 4 pause on u ledge, ltching &

knob of rock for support, gasy

o aod haking i bead: lr:n'lytd h-ck
T Tethared

amows wee sticking out o e e
old man, but he did not want to di.

under him, and as he st
pentirly, s hand i
hed outward to the fall. His old
bones m wve
groaned and strove feebly o rise, but a Fire-
an rushed in upon hi
with a cluh.
And as it happened with Marrow-Bone,
0 it happencd wich many of the Folk. U
he suoction, they

able to endure
rushed out to fall beneath the ar .
ot waren and chbdren semained i he
caves 1o tangle, bt he majrty met dsth

“Wosa the Fire-Men hud In this fashion
cleared the first tier of caves, they began
‘making arrangements to duplicate the opera-
tion on the second tier. It was while they

were climbing up with their grass and we
that Red-Eye, followed by his wife with the
‘baby holding to her tightly, made a success-
(ul ﬂl‘hl up the ln' TM F Men must
terval between
qul! ll vlou.ld remain

unprepared,

.ms lhdr Arows did no e o By 1 R
his wife were well up the wall

When he reached the top, he tumed about

uu sllwkm;aul =
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oo bead sticking cut belre, shot throug
the back as he climbed. ~He sank down ea

Was the saving Fire People
oo ot st vt nwugh. They
filled the air with them, and scor f the

stricken Folk came Iumhlmg dm hnl still
there were a few who reached the top and

i T o 3 the Pk e
.&.}n ey ave e o

ummpa«l and
‘went up over the 1op.
208 planged into the tress.

This cvent s ofen caused

(o wonder
and she were realy o hei
Ui, The mus have een s from them at
a time when she was too young to remember,
che b wold ot have been afraid of them.
On the ‘may well have been that
though she was 'of ther kind, he had never

lost from them; that she had been born

I the wikl forut fur from, thele Pt
her father maybe a re;
mot

y:
are beyond me, and the Swift One knew no
more about them than I did.
We lved through a day of termor. Most
the survivors fled toward the blueberry-

ier out,
fourth, A few of the Folk scaped up | ;be

Thm they Pk ey (el

Long-Lip. He got as far as my ledge, crying
Ptoouly, an arvow clear through bi hest,

the feathered shaft sticking out behind, the

1t vas daugher, -
discriminate slaughter, for they w
less,killig od and e . cickively rdding
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Tt was like the end of the world to us. We
refuge, only to
be surounded and kiled,fmily by family.
Inevmhl . e saw much of his during tha
) besides, 1 wanted to see. The
St One and T ever remained long n one
tree, and 5o escaped being surrounded. ~ But
ed o place to go. 'The Fire-Men
were everywhere, bent on their task of exter-
mination. Every way we turned we encoun-
tered

ered them.
T did not see what became of my mother,
but I'did s the Chaterr shot down oud
of the tree.  And I am afraid that
at the u(hl T did a bit of joyous teetering.
ud«- I leave mu pm'llnn of my namative,
ed-Eye. He was ca

with his wife ina xree down by the blueberry-
Sxift One and 1 stopped long

Fire-
were oo fatent upon their work to g us,
and, furthermore, we were we by
the thicket in which we crouched.

Fully a score of the hunters were under the

ing muffied. He must have crawled
into a hollow in the trunk. ~But his wife did
not win this shelter. An arrow brought her

Evidently she was severely
burt, for she made no effort 1o get away.
She crouched in a shelering way over

baby (which clung ghtly o her), and made
pleading signs and sounds to the Fire-Men.
They gathered about her and laughed at her

1o the ground.

laughed at the
s we had

, 50 did the Fire-
i ye's They poked her

with the ends of their bﬂw!. and prodded her
in the ribs. But she was poor fun. She
woud nt fight Nor, fo hat mater, would
she get She continued to crouch over

her Daby and to plead. f

Men stepped chse 1o her. In his hand was s

a club. She saw and understood, but s}
made only the pleading sounds until the i
fell

Red-Eye, in the hollow of the trunk, was
safe from their arrows. They stood together
ted for a while then one of them

could not
‘S0 saw th exctement of those that remaioed
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beneath. After sevnal minuts his body
rashed down o the ground,  He did not
move. They looked at him and raised hi
e but e back imply when hey et go.
Red-Eye had accounted for hims
T voy ey Moo wibss
gpening into the trnk cloe 10 the ground.
They gathered w ss and built

" Fhe Swilt One and 1, our e around
each other, waited and watched in the thicket,
Sometimes they threw upon the fire green
branches with many leaves, whereupon the
smoke very thick.
W saw them suddenly swerve back from

a
sz Fire-Men lell
back with wild, fierce yells, then rushed uj

him. He managed to get hold of a club ol

into a thicket and was gone.
“The Swift One and I cept quiely away,

follow on the ground, and so we escaped.
‘We came out on the other side into a narrow
strip of forest that lucberry-
svamp from the great swamp that extended
pestvard. Here we met Lop,
escaped I cannot imagin

which they had come we heard the crie

yells of the hunters, and the screeching of

e Foll. The Fire Pmyle had
found theic way acroms the

"One, Lop Ear,and I followed on

he e of Ho ot and W e When



sdoe ofthe great svamp, we
stopped. We did o know s puths

e ur ey, and it had .lw.ys
Teen avolded by the None
gone 0 it—at lmt, lo r!lum Fol us i
held the mysterious terror of the unknown.
As Lsay we sopped at the cdge of it We

cries of the Fi

nearer " We oked o e
ce ran out on the quaking
mcd lhe firmer footing of a

zen yards away. His
i ot folow. e e to, but shrank
back from surface and cow-

The Swift One did not wait for me, nor
did she pause till she had passed
ce a hundred 'ud:lndpmadl
wch larger hummock.
Ear and T had caught up i b the Fo.
Men ay ‘among the trees.  Hair-Face's
wite, (even by then ko pasic, dasbed af:
s, Butshe an blndly, without cuwony
and broke W

E

into the swam,

CHAPTER XVIII

7 our wanderingsin the great, swamp T
have o clat Khowiedge When X o 10
s

glade, but it must have been for weeks. My
memories of what occurred invariably take
LM form nl m!hlmn! For untold ages,

cn fear, 1 am avare of
m.dmn., mdlunly vandering, trough
dank and soggy wi

in the

W
oy daye oy e e
floods.
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trees are about us, and from their branches
gray filaments of moss, while great
crocper, e monatrousserpents, curl atund
e frinks and it in s angies through the
about is the mud, soft mud,

hat babble forth e, aod that beaves and
sighs with internal agit And in the
bt of all thi are &dosen of va. - We are

n and wretched, our bones show

through our tight- ins. We do
not sing and chatter and laugh. We play

no Fo
uberant spirits are hopelessly sut
make plaintive, querulous noes ook at ane
her, and cluster close together.
*“Thia cvet s without oo
other events in the swamp.
Tanagea to cross it T do ot know, but at
last we came of hills

And
here, in the caves, we settled down in our
abidingplace by the sea.

here. were not many of us. From time

d
rom the swamp singly, and in twos and
three, mare dead thanalve, untl at st
there were thirty
rom the svampyand Red-Eye was ot among
i 1t was nodeeable i o chiden b
survived the frightful jous
n detall of the years we
1 was not 3 bappy abid.
ir was raw and chil

8
irvive in such an en-
"we had children; but they
T T bold on e and died mrly w)nle
we died faster than new ones
Our number stcadly diminshed
e radical change in our diet was
£ fow vgetabls and

were good 10 eat. But the change in diet
caused us stomach troubles, and none of
ever waxed fat. We were all lean and d

Large

us
£ was i geting the bg
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Ear was st One of
pon his fingers . low tide,
the flood-tide came in and droy

We'tound s body the next day, and it was
& lesson to us. er one of us wa
evercaught n the osing shell of an abalone.
ne day, the Fire People ap-
had_come

maran, but in
There were three of them that
t, of them was the litle
old 'hunter. They landed on our
across the sand and

‘They went .w.y in a few minates, but the
Swift One was badly scared. We were all
Irightened, but nune of u to the exent that
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There s ltle more of my ale 10 tll
Here the Swift One and I lived as
X e by
We never made another T never
dream beyond our high, inaccessible cave,
And here must have been born the child that
mllemul lhe sluﬁ of mf/

my life—or of the mh. mhu.
who is my other- 1eﬂ', . ot my real self,
bt who & 50 ea fo nmonmxm un®

able o tell i what age T am v
afin wonder about ths line of descent,
1 modern, am incontestably a man; yet
L, Big-Tooth, the primitive, am not a man.
Somewhere, and by straight line of descent,
two_parties

these two

was
e tay night. In O momning, by
Sharpcrie, getures, and example, he sared
dght of the Fo Fo (.u i was e of e

horde) that ined behind in the caves.
m-umiwelumm Without doubt,
even if the Fire eturn, they
m

great swamp, but perer venturing into it.
Once we broke back westward, cross-

here
a thundering surf, and strong wi
1o cease from blowing,

eust and south, unil wo nered the grat
swamp

we .-xmd s outbern exremity aod
we continued ot and east. It

i o ks o

hp,hndm(onlheo!hu
m.xmmo«.w . Highu
we found our new home—a

et il of e and qite dden o
any eye beneath.

may not some
mine have gone in to the Fire
l’a.rpl:lmibxunxmnlﬂxm? 1 do not
.'rhm y of learning. One
" corain, and that s that Big.

of bis e, and stamped them in so ndelbly
he hosts of intervening genertions bave

ml.,a to obliterate
is one other Lhmg of which [ must

(puk before I close. It s a dream that
ﬂmm omn In point of time m real mm

perod of

luring 1
=y \.m, in the bigh o,
e for o e et
came upon a ribe
an

a laughing council, jumping up and down
and screeching rude choruses.

‘Suddeply they hushed theie noise and
ceased thefr capering.  They shrank down
i fear, and Quested anxiowsly about with
their eyes for a way of retreat. Then Red-
in among them. They cowe
were fightened, But
he made no attempt to hurt nmn He was
one of them. _ At his

heels, on
supporting herself with Nackie to nu
o ther side, walked an old femal

g

ple. He had found his place.
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