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FANTASTIC

INVENTIONS

PERPETUAL MOTION MACHINES

An impossible invention which has lured many inventors

CONTRARY to all logic, many inventors have sought
to create a machine which would work until it wore
out, without an application of outside force to keep it
going. This is a complete fallacy, and a little serious
thinking will make it apparent.

A water wheel is run by sun-power

At first thought, a water wheel is such a machine, but
it is not. It is evident that it is the sun which makes the
wheel go by raising the water.

A Foucault pendulum might be said to be a perpetual
motion machine, since it continues to describe an arc as
the earth revolves. But here again, a phenomenon of
nature, evidenced in a machine, depends wholly on an
outside force, motion of the earth.

Many things occur in nature and in mechanics which
those inventive dreamers who seek the will-o-the-wisp of
a perpetually moving machine point out as evidence that
it is not an impossibility. But when they try to carry out
these apparent instances in an inventive manner, creating
all sorts of machines, they run up against the obstacle of
impossibility.

They have tried to use magnetism, rigging up complicated
systems of inter-operating magnets, and have achieved
some remarkably baffling machines, but upon examination,
each has shown itself to possess some outside motive power,
either intentionally placed there by the inventor, or not
realized by him as such.

Basically, all these magnetic devices have been nothing
more than electric motors, in fantastic forms. They need
a power input to activate them.

The force of gravity has been used by many in an effort
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An electric motor operates magnetically

to produce perpetual motion. Many fantastic devices were
created. One, for instance, is a wheel equipped with
buckets, something like a ferris wheel geared to an upright
elevator conveyor, operating on the continuous belt prin-

ciple. It uses metal balls to make it go, the balls ascending
the elevator being propelled up by the geared wheel which
is turned by the weight of other balls continually being
dumped in at the top, and rolling out of the buckets at the
bottom, to return once more to the elevator to be raised
again. Thus a series of balls is supposed to keep the wheel
going. The theory of the inventor who devised this one
is simple. Inasmuch as the distance the balls had to be
lifted was shorter than the distance the same balls traveled
around the wheel’s circumference from the top, it seemed
that there would be surplus unexpended gravity power left
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One form of hypothetical perpetual motion machine

to be utilized in moving the wheel. And as long as the
wheel moved, the balls would continue to become available
for still more power-producing descents. In fact, however,
the friction of the wheel, the gears, etc., needed far more
power than supplied by the balls. It is a law of physics
that it is impossible to get more power out of an apparatus
than is put into it.

These inventors persisted because they pointed to the
motion of the earth and the stars as perpetual motion. But
again they erred. The motion of every heavenly body is
dependent on other bodies. If we analyze deeply, we come
to the Einstein precepts of relativity, and discover all
motion to be relative. A lone planet, plunging at incredible
speed through absolutely empty space could not be said to
be moving. There would be no basis of comparison.

Perpetual motion machines are impossible.

Motion of heavenly bodies depends on mutual gravitation



