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FIND THE
HAPPY
CHILDREN

By
Benjamin
Ferris

Were the boxes that promised the world to
each one who looked in them, really traps

HE first of them showed up on'the
y cove on dic cont of
A six:year-ald boy was playing

anned lexs camrcd hitn dowh

there, and s b
after a recedit

tening on. m damp sand. it was about
erfectly. smovth. and solid

The-boy stared. He dropped 1o his knces.
His restless linde fingers reaches then
drew slowly back. He smiled. Dreamily, he
Lack and lorth,
his. mothe
swered,_came down to the cove.

her dalls unan-
Pusled and

She sighed and sank 1o the sand. A radiant
_amile broke e face, and she Torgat all
Sbout her son.

The Lengua Indian called out a5 he ap
proached his village in the Chiaco., There was
o response. He thilted dhe carion ol the
swamp is aked shovider and
aled again. “rhe den lecp tones died away into
silence. Where was the tribe2 Was there not
even a young one to rush out and exclaim ac
his skill in dhe hunt

Then he saw the
dren, they sat on th
78

. Men, women and chil-
bare ground, compleiely

wave, he came across the dark -

to destroy it?

atentive to something e could not see. He

aalled ag 1y

rough.

heard.
The Lengua ot the decrlide o the ground.

Cautiously, primitive inst mping him-

“tll of alarm, he approached. the group. e

v
© was nn ngn lhn they had

c looked over their
ne odﬂ biack shape on
the ground. lcar drained fro

sank o his haunches with the ..u.m
features safiencd, and he smiled.

Hie dm

Walter §
Madre del M;
dom m.ndt

Pa

son lived on the hlufl above
famous heach. His front
a perfect frame lor, the blue of the
can. As he sat talkinig over the tele-
ic, hs yare roved. Ly oveF the view.
of 2 sentence, he broke ofi
He was silent so long the receiver made in
tated sounds.

“Sonicthing washed up on the beach.” he
cxpluined.”“Everybudy's running owt 1o

" Fhere wss another tong silence.
“Wellz!

“I don’t know,"
acting kind of (unny.
o0k, I'm busy. Call me back when you've
got ¥ il mind on business af
And Swanson dropped

Swamion saide “They're




Ther ware litarally gloed to the spot. . . .



The man on the other end of the conncc.
tion hung up with a bang. ‘Then. muierng,
be wrned (0 other business. About two hours
Iater 3 friend ffom 3 nearby ofice Jooked in

on
"Henry want 10 come down to the beach
with m:
The man looked at hml bl‘nklv

e
that Walter Swan-
Ild Inm back. Uneasiness
He reached for his ..

lwil(hed at him

o ..

- Edward Evans worked in the Western States
office of the World Combine ncws syndicate.
He leamet of the uange objccs lcom 3
transcript of 2 news broadcast from the M:
el Mar rudio simtion. which he lnd picked up
from Jeagne Waltham's desk while waiting
for her ' ﬁlll)ll a lrlrpllm\c aall.

Jeanne stopy and
him. She was § brownh

girl
in the news,

Which was. why this particular wranscript had

been routed 1o her.

Ed did'e smile back.

Jeanne said. “Be a sourpuss. 1

think that’ item'c fresh and nmmmun.

Hell of the town chucking

o to the beach just 1o Sty (i

o't , somehow.” He chewed his

lip. “These m...,p bcen reported from any-
(e else?

Jeanne shook her head:

The girl her shoulders—a gesture
that deserved a 2ot more aftenuon \han E4
guve i Tell you laer. After 1 call Madre

del Mar."
A boy touctied E4 elbox. “Reurte wants
©Jeanne’s ey lingered on his rall figure as
he walked off. One of the Combine’s
ing correspondents. he had worked on fea-s
wres all over the warld. Jeannc liked to ex-
erest was purely professional.

Jeanne
came up and handed over another radio tran.
script. 1 couldnic raisc anyone when | called.
Then' this came along.”

That the Madre del Mar announcer had
been excited was apparent even dhrough the
impersonal typed copy:

"Folks, all | can sav is, nothing like this s
ever hit our city belore. Everyone who c;
“alkeand T meun thac lieraliyois down at
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the beach. Swreets are deserted. Stores and
schools are empty. My studio engincer just
walled out

“What lown ihere, it must be ter-
s T can'e locate 3 single penson who bay
come back. So 1 con' give you a it hand

deseription. Awhile ago we vigged up 2 port-
able broadcasding umit and the boys went
it Mot | haven't heard 2 peep

mind telling yout foks, chat the
lmw how much
on; stick it out her

As Ed finished reading. jtal\nt handed him
another item—a lew inchies off the networ

“The forty inhabitants of the tiny lumber-
ing town of Sarsag.. Washingion. have found
an unusual new diversion, -according to a
proipector who flew his plane over the com-
munity this afternnon. The entire popul:
from babes to grandmathers, was
street around 2 small black box. They were
50 absorbed in this object that they didn't even
Toak up when the plane burred the sireet”

waed at the papei
“A fAuke
I,

‘of some-kind. Coin-
here's gut to be a reason-

ink U1l go to Madre del
Mar and look at ane of those things for my-

Jeanne said nothing, but the appeal in her

was pl
Ed shook his hr:a(l “Nix. You know how
the bos s aba Especially for

o rm.

| FEW minutes lacer, a wrbo-cruiser took
off from the noisy roofgart Jeanne w1

very st e (0 helieve that the
Dot ad 540 she could g ;o Ed must have gone
(o bat for her, and she wasn't guite able to
Ueleve thae, clther. She prcssed bis smm and
murmured, L'han

T promcd: e wns engrossed
reports, one from South Austral
other from - Relgium.

eannc smiled (o herselt and snuggled hap-
pily into e scat, wrning ta watch the moun
i Rishing by the port. Lseem
a al r swonshed across Califor-
i cental valley: corved over the consal

cothills, a0d ame’down in 3 long. giide 0
e Maiee et iar airport.
long white strand was
and they lnaked in sil
spaced along it

The pilot set the cruiser down, then turned
10 them with a grin. “What's the matter with

“ he staricd avay,
Iltc the munﬂ al this

w0 new
and the

i

ce at the dark clusters
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this place? Not a person in sight anywhere.”
Eds glance ranged over the desérted airport,
"Can you keep busy while we go downtown?”
ilot yawned. “Maybe not busy. But

eaane and Ed walked across the apran. He

ucered her toward the prking area. “We'l
the name of the Combine”

They one, an early Atomcar.

Ed e e adlmm key that a friend in the
Secariy police had given bins amd saon they

ing swifcly theaugh Madee del Mar's

ial area. Watching the lifeles blocks,
gnnnc felt the first cold touch of premoriition.
She planced a¢ Eds rim proﬁlc au

e Gty hung suspended and unreal,
chopped off in the middic of my day. Cars
erched on cks, mowers were stoppud
allway through lawns, busses were stranded
between corners. avenues leading to the
beach were choked with parked can. Ed
mancuvered his way to the drive that over-
looked the ocean. and they stopped.  *
Without speal it steps. uho
ly. they

loud-
Wo¥che blul” Then the st

wind was pushing at them. and Madre del
Mar's famous heach was spreud out below.
Jeanne caught her breath. Ed's hand closed
o her arm. Thousands of peaple were sitting
or knecling on the sand below. Young people.
ers, babies. Some were in bathing s
‘most were in street clothes, There w
s overalls. the white ol

3

formed several huge groups spaced
along the sand. Jn the cen a of e:th ng 3
ten feet or so away [ron:
was 2 smal, Black gbject, And from b
vast crowd came not 2 single whisper of oo

s head to look
utmarcd the
 them was Madre del Mar's
v, (acinated. held suapended

& cul

o ahead 1 o hink they'd notice.”
Jeanne bit ler 1ip, and fought to_control
her wembling.

“1 nuver saw people who lovked 5o happy.”
Ed Lool a their lam

he didn' Some change i het -
nen e Nim ook 4t her sharhly Her ¢y
(ocused, She wis breathing

“Let's go down there”

“1 want 1o get closcr, EA." She took hold
of his arm. “You wanted 10 sce what thow
things were. How can you if we don't go

doenr Pleae. Ed. U've go t0 g0 down there”
Ed shook his he
Jeunne's eyes ...
supple body gai
give
e
8o strong hands pinned her.
Her v hrill. She was ke 2 child
in a tantrum, out of control out of reason.
“Iye got lo go doun the
h and b! maln fore pulled

er “eay from e i
ed nd Sroggied. i

wild. sbc arched her

ot only tet

Thirty yards sway rom the b, Jeannc’s
resstance ceased. e panting changed o dry
sobs. Her cyes became normal again. She
looked confused and embarrassed. Ed guided
her 10 a bench on the parkway.
“You can let go now,” she said

akily.

HIEY sat in silence for a few moments.
T sy F.Something v puling
au_me. Something | couldn't resis
1 know. 1 felt iy, t00. | never wznl& any-
more in my
L] -nﬂ pointinents were
| Teltnothing but n.ppmm forever

one.
fho

o you remember the cxpresions on all
thase people’s

R ar o Jeanne cried dis
tracte

dot ko But dheyec been down there
for hours. They have . “They haven't
spoken. They're

iooked

ug!
Cover the blue of the sca.
numbly. “could the

" she repeat
little Llack boxes

£d shrugged. -,m mow. we've got iggee
worris, How they keep their hold?
Wi i thove people sit there eithou food ot
water for 4 week?”

Jeannc put her tace
sy Ve believe this

lur lmull “Ed(

s get oy e've got w aall the
boss und the Security Police.”

Their car moved swiltly hrough the cerie
silence, once they had dheeaded their way out

ihe’ jam near the bluf. Jeanne saw one

Pate, tatul tace window—an invalid,
consumed with wuriosity, but safe from the
spell on the beach

In the newspaper office, copy lay hall-writ-
ten in typewriters. The network tape, clicking
busily away. had built itselt into a curly moun-
ain. Ed strod telecom_switchbourd
and keypunched 2 aall (o the Western States
headquaniers. Reaching Moxle, he gave a
pithy desciption of the siuation at Madee del

ar.
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In his oddly soft and gentle voice. Moxie
said, Tlunn That fills am the picture fo
me. I've got more reports here. from all over
the world: So far. iy aull being srested 21 2
T've had several from the Security
Police. Madre del Mar sounds like the biggest
development s0 far.” He paused. “Done any
speculaing on this Ed

itt

“This may sound crazy, hecause you
experienced this s we have. But this thing
simply” @an't. be explained by any standards
that_exist in our »m today. I'm besinning
1o think we're vadbd by some
Tror ouside the arth.”
Moxie sighed, )a(d nolhml.
Alter a long pau:
gotng 1o be conp 10 ¢ mm
o apparen danger how can people be kept
o o those hings? “The only anes who
Could really spread the word e cavght be:
fore they can. And they don't
Moxic, you auglht o see their facel
n 1o Washingion, Ed. pidnt
quite gt Iaughtd at
h What I've told you. And try
m ty boys out e, 1 promic
Youri will convince \he
~Got s cal into them now. Some of the net.
work boys tricd a remote control telecast of
gne ol thoi black things on the Exu Costt
thing wouldn', regisier
Visually. Myhe s just s wel
Byprotiscd people right in th
be watching for th ty m
Mo Meantine, Jeanne and will see what
clse we can lea

on. "ICs not
Since there's

Ed e wblied and s
rely.” Jeanne
analyu chese things.”
But liow weuld you get 3 siencsc
tlon e.... h without his forge: t he

up” .
i¥ched oft the connection.
L “the scientists can

“ nothing’sever been invented that can'e
be broken

“Jeainne, a.am Jou hest what | said to
Moxie? 1 don't. thinl hese
i Fd ot by am ol Showtden
“We have o face it

Jeanne shook her ly. Then
suddenly they were in each others army in 2

way that Kad nothing 10 do with sex at all,
but was a yearning. dﬂp:utt hanger 1o cling
o another varm” and amiliar human b

FHE Securty et showed upin an incredibly
short time, its humped and_glesming
blscknesssiraking Urough the lae aliemoon
sj. Throbbing, o Greled Madre del Mar,

thing.
Ed paused.:then slowly went an.-
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then slowed to hover over the downtown sec-
tion. The pilot selected a broad street
lowered e licasy et gently 10 the pave

"R nd Jesnne mes the ciew s they
emerged. The leader wore four gold stripes on

shwldtv His wnined face quirk m a.
brief smile.
“Iicllo, Harbison,” Ed said. jeanne
Waltham. of the Combine 3
heard »

ow we want 2

cw had wheeled a skimmer from.a
> hold..lhs braid roter blades began

8 it upr” £ asked.
son, ‘hook his

y operated grapple.
onc “of thowe hln(h we‘ll set n)

‘re snagging

an observa:

ufl, and crect 8 shickded

without contact.”

i dmloped froaits “arming people fa
ather placcs?”

n e workd. Wee got our emcryency

infermation boys on

nd our Washington

| the

m.pm.u oo
were waiting 1o take ofl.
Lomingy Uarbiton asked.

Ed glanced at Jeanne. She shook her head.

“1 don’t whnt to'go close like that again. I'll
stay back here.”

Ed hesitated. Her si
Bui they were dealing w
took small notice of human' .
do you mind il » pennnnel cctor on
you? I you un into wouble. we'll know it

erity was obvious.
something, tht

wan smile. "Whatever
he. © just don's want

. close again.”
isan nonlded, and they st up dre beant.
Ed waiched. e biach dor on ‘he viewing
screen become smaller as the command car
slided ity toward the Ui, Several imes,
abandoned vehicles blocked their way.
drver brushed diem aide widh the huge ot
7, or swerved 1o travel over sidewalks
and e
When they reached the bIuff they saw the
skimmer over the beach, rotors Rashing in the
sunlight as it drifted_downward. Filty feet
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abave the largest clusier of people it halied.
ot hod tonc u Per

i fgaren o e
the tow-hung eockpit. Then the craft de-
scended. hesitating anly about fiftecn feet
above the sand Below i, e citrens of Madre
del Mar s and ol

“Too o said sharply.
get dhem back uy
W even 38 Harbison pressed the huttan on
i pesker, the skiver dropped rther. N
1 app ged from its b he men
dhe cockpi ¢ staring dowineand,
With o kind of resignod despai."€4 warched
the eraft setdle lower and I

Jos wlecls wuched the (lwnd Then the
g of its bl down o hcads and
Shoslders There wan nn ouncry. A sramhie
to gt oy Unbelievably. llum. .mp'c et

sclves e Gl by o the

arbison,

ns | dicd

. o\ml mll tln'

the  three men
i They sank ta the
ihere. absarbed.

nd came from |

“Fhey s

ad heen s
m the edge ol e il
"

L pushed himse
ellont. and nodded.
fighting the influcnce

ingsible pull
alowg 0w Il xaidh.
Nl o, Drl gemly |
You

(ue of
a

B owas 2w
comfont, uner I
all b,

gl e of wer
winshed away

appe
on. Al o, nl warry

‘The little boy on the coust of Bweden didn't
have to stop his wonderful sand ganies when
bis mother called. The Lengua lnd\ul bad
Jost forever v.h: i 3

&

son no lonw
n that he was a failore as & husband and

fath

And among the boye on Madre del Ma;
beach, cach was secure forever in his
secret dream: coral » b
Ppalms, sprinkled with pirates’ gold. The whole
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deliclous feel of & elrm.—muu and barkers

0d animal emells and pe and the soft-
ness of sawdust mmm. of )ullﬁlll‘.
satiofying mechanical dre:
’owerwlb and jet Inmn M llul l'DM

I'or the women, drudgery snd dllllll!u snd
bills were gone. Now, at last, was wealth.
ights at the theater. lndn-o

lerate

3ys the
No 'oldur lhly omiled!

LINDLY, Ed Fvans and Harhison mhb«l
another.  Strai wnting,
they forecd ihemacives back awy from. e
¢ drunken men. they struggled o
o an which the others were erecting
the purtable laboratory. The men had felt the
influenc hey wm n-ules and uneasy,
b hey worked do
Noww.” Harbison p.-mul "1 begin 10 ap.
preciate, what we're up against. No wonder
thase people are ecaught. “That was a promise
ol Neaven.”
Ed own voice was hoarse.
fnlluence we e searee

s 3 kind of
coneeive, let alone
foes on for a

measure and con

be siting around dead.
or woman alive

w, sonue wish for
ldn'e be human it
mi«:’ ‘«‘ ragged.

i bupper:

o o e 1 their_ own
Tonger 3 want gocs unsatisfied,
lluumnu,u the Dol over th e

st e i e e
o send out another skimmer?”
Harhison shouk his head.
preceded Kd -t the gray met
sde, nw others ware grouped around a Jens
ne of the ports. They looked at
e chit, faces Alive. with unspoken ques-
tions.
arbison said, “You saw what happened
0 the bays in the skimmer. Don't go close to
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the Ul Those d

of_power we dan't
Fney andded.

away from the bluf, they had felt it

8 hve gt some Lind

Fen oo ihcie position
Harbic

son scpped o the s and tonk  fong took. -

Then he shook

out cominent. . Ed bent to the

at that distan tmm;n the, cold, impero

glass. the pull jumped at lim iga

throbhing, compelling. .
The dark object sevmed about a lont squa

tooking 34 i mude ol somie lough plistic. "

moved away with-

was slightly ded at the edy
completcly mn-.anu‘m fet it ad o unmisiake
xl;lr aura she nvisible. pulsi

Nothing canld have looked 1es deadly:
loom cr menace Lo the popu-
fation af carth dhan g wstsip o1 g

With an efore Ed pulled i
saw thar Harbiban and bis rrew vere )
y gun. “Don't like 10 do i
Tl be vough an <ome of mm

farc
vet

3

¢, ugl
ahiet ma
ple. But

port. trai he scc woup

some way down the heach. There was a feme

moment,belare the atom zun runied

naked power brushed m.

Thm was a sl
ath of roi

u

e bew

£ s nd il s

scly |mlu‘ poople

Whetr the' hrcese et the clond away,

the wn...., men saw bt the dak block
un Paises

all-h
apuured. ay llmu‘h o

.
ing had happencd
Harshly, 1
hie with the
sesst”

said, “That wan a direct
¢ powertul weapon we pos-

wandered theough the  deseried
pred wiul lonclinew.
¢ hown what it was 0
sy 0 achingly e S o1 ' ot i
AIu found heeselt wanting 1o shout, o break

windun, ooty anyuling o break i s

g blanter ol silence. She evdn tried 0
re she had seen the m-

On she ha'k«l lntr lips set und her
hands dlenche of the atom Run
sied e . Gl she har guced w1
wa 1o turn back toward the
« trust hersell to. She
pletcly ne: mnu.n-ml
nd - asie
chilling tear it Lrought. she ﬂldlvl want kd
10 see her like that again.

k cube,
+ how alive an

TERIES ‘

When her wandering took her past the
ncuspaper ofcc. Joamne decided o
sec what the netwark tape 5

e heel speeded up. . then

£

« stopp e
tic cacing. - Slowly. lcartully, she lumtd e
e - and s 3 e dan girl smil-
ing at her from a cross street a e yards away.

The child was about five yeans old. with 3
eerhe ribbon v hair that matched cher
R e led. She smiled again, de.
il Ehen she g o ron towrd

<

5 sudd blur on e pavement
. O ter  shape

There
between ther

tE
2.
3
>

“‘I'hen the warm current Na(llc(l I|ev, <
ped the shoc ¥ face

oy

hart peu.»lc, but 10 help

e all the sarrow

and trowle i the world, And she and
uld fimally come  together—as  she

nd stay together Gill the

nd of

I the workshop on the blul the black dos

cicctorshape  vanished

ane noticedl
h

w nd car.
cutly 1o Scetity
ew of

" “We fnally
ot browd-
\um-ng people 10
e Combine s
all its facilitien. Four.
n posts like this in other par
ol the commry are b loaking for v 1o
handie
s.u.-m Nework. | :m served 3 tount pobice.
Now were m
d sighed. “Maybe. You ean warn people.
Bt cai oo l)hmt them tor wanting wh
the fer?” He got up and w
e lescopi eyepiece. He brogded at the
Black cubie hat beld 0 wany of Madre del
Mar’s people in 3 deadly embs




FIND THE HAPPY CHILDREN

rk. For a moment

What was she

4, heedes of the

ay e it o ke Y over her hight

lheu hcr gave centered on the black shipe a

few fect . She yped and ducked dhen

srambied (o et thy
cube wisn pulling hu,

18 wasn't pulling at
She gave 4 siardled .-y S sometbing ouched

Jeanne came 1o with 3 §
ficly

hey shecve, She wurned to see the T
smiling a “Please, won't you talk o
Tell me wn r'uyhmly is 30 funny.”

Kl
he presed the child’s (resh-

feanne alnl\hl sobbed  with  relicl.

course. dear.” S|

fess against. her. hier cheek hungrily”
o frienly. ol urly fide b

Jeanncs giamce followed dhe chubly fnger
o the cube, 14 aked diferent, s, s
fifelike aura were gune. Could it be

qmorer er, e gin

When Jranue. dul

sepped torwand
Don'd™ Jemne Tered
<ouh i
e chitd . give
k e

horror. "Dan't

ame back a
0. What's wuu

e dhrag, “O.K.*
s band. “I'm

ne. Wold you like 10
e 1o fnd somebudy ¢ know? 11h

vQlu‘r a few v
Jeanue, thinking of the strange behavior

ek bl they.were g, vehind—ot
the wondur tut it conld be left behind—
suarcely (elt the wgs on her arm.

Gnally brought his

he detector ws
TN repoented
n e

startled shy
“Nox il e s
o s

Harbison hy
"Shc mul

av
ltu long, }
relaps. “Nothing
mmmu.m i
get the cquipmen. - Songebing's hap:
,mml i Jea
They had vn(llml the command car when
they saw_Jeanne ma ihe girl coming up the
sireet. Ed ran on to meet them.
Warcely aware of the ehilds, “Hello." s an.
ious was he to make sure Jeanne was all right.
Susan’s attention was immediatcly drawn by

voked amons the vires
wrong here. | don't

85

the gleaming autlincs of the Security, vehice.
@ i louked up 4t
e, o please?
The Stmmy el surcd 't her. She was
the first normal person he had seen in Madre
del Mar. He suaersd 3 li ving, "Sure
you ca
Even befoe Jean

" B e 8

about the cube hat liad appeared before hee

and then so urprisingly s s power, Har
n b intiongd dhem shoard and aodded
the dhiver. The huge wheels swilly re-

raced the sway o Sow. el the

driver inched toward the dark object.

hm; a0 pull.” |:¢ muttered. "But may-

4 tap!

n Jumped down. T oo

b f e mraybe we have got aur-

s nnn,blc.' e varcd ot he driver. "Get

the hot’ N

The girl . down beside him 0 watch.
ke appa

er cyes widened when the rane ara-
s ap]ltaull "uvm s thar"

She g-y;lcd “hen. before they quite real
e what ahe o doing. s Il roted aver
t lln- ullsc g need a

0 them.
erly. Harbison tok it o er e was
wly light. The surface was dull and
ncither warm nor cold. It was like a
I, empty shell.
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FAMOUS FANTASTIC MYSTERIE!

“Bxacly. Chilleen ke Suan don' fneed
resurance and hope and help—at ast mot
very aften. Andt whtn xm-m Jike thac. they
somchow neutealins the rune
There was 2 shou from the laborstory.
“Weepol it o ech
Phey ran lrom the obncriation prst (©
u.c pnnalrlc Izlnmamr) “und the men stood
ntly ta ler them approach the view-

saw like a :ulpel the mcd\amnl
hands md Aplu the ebon The

And

Evans breathed. “Look—
and that bulge laoks

mpregs
ol i o torce, junt ke
can geach out 1o peuple’y minds?

o said, “I'Nl leave
10 the sionts Von Kog 10 the car 1o el

headquarters we have a sample for them.
“Um goimg it o EJ wid,
el gt the weight of

jown the
sfixed. Dt

st ot g 10 people every,
where in time. lhru wouldn’c l)c many

dren who o l q ly=lor (Iilhﬂnmd is s
olten grey wi
here \ml iln‘n "

Suan came mvucting up B foume, with
in et s “One of the
technicians ok it (rom her. Al the people
woke up!” ;.h delighiedly.
Je e the swall ey in b arms,
“Yes, .l..vlm... Ao 1 v . you
help s wake up the o
Al over canth o
«hrongh the wavedengihs, trom man v
Find lhr Japoy ehikiren, Find the ones 10
n mean no more than what,

mey e, Find them. and tesch themnthe
game of p.mn; up black boxe

hn.»py children,
nq-e ot the wortd

7 ey are the
ree




