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FriarLow The Dragon and his Kinsmen

OR 2,000 vears and more no
fabdous animal was more uni-
versally accepted as really exist-
ing than the dragon in its various
forms. The dragon which St. George,
an carly Christian hero, slew, was of
the usual type—a thick, scaly body
somewhat resemblineg a hzard’s Dbat-
like wings, four legs with dlawed
feet like an eagle’s, the hody tapering
into a tail whieh, like the tongue, had
a sting in the end of it.
foven after 1700, a mature writer,
though admitting that some doubted
the existenee of the dragon, said that

there were ““in Avabia  Serpents
called Sivenm, which haver Wings;
b by 1

beinie very swift, running or flyving,
at Pleasure; and when they wound
a Man, he dieth instantly. These
are supposed to be a kind ol Drag-
ons. Diragons are also said 1o
e bred in India and Alrica; those
of Indic are much the largest,
heinz of ineredible Leneth: and of
thesa there ave two Ninds, one living
in the Marshes, whieh are slow of
Pace and without Combs on their
Peads; the otiier in the Mountains,
whieh ave bigeer aad have Combs.
Seine are of a vellow, fiery Colour;
having sharp Backs, like Saws. These
aize have Beards. When they set
up their Seales, they shine like Sil-
vor.  The Apples of their Eyes are
{as it is suid) precious Stones, and
as bright as IPive, in which, it is
afihmed, there is great Virtue against
many Discases. Their Aspect is very
812

fieree and terrible
affirm  that the Diagon is a black
Colour; the Belly somewhat oreen
aud very beautiful; that it has a
triple Row of Teeth in each Jaw, and
very bright, shining Ives; that it
has also two De\\ldps wder the Chin.
which hang down, ol a red Colour.”’
Pliny, the old Roman writer, tells
of how draecons in India concealed
themselves in trees and sprang down
on clephants, fixing their teeth in
the elephant’s neck and sucking its
blood. The elephant’s blood, Pliny
declared, is very cold, and was there-
fore much sought by the dragon in
hot weather. Omne dragon could
drink all the blood in an elephant’s
body, but was made so stupid by it
that when the clephant finally el
from weakness, the dragon was fre-
auently crushed heneath iis hody.
Closely akin o the diagon was the
orifiin, whose head, shoulders, wings
ail forefeet resembled an eagle’s,
while the body, hind legs and tail
were a lion’s, Grifting were the
monsters who guarded the deposits
of eold in the mountains of Secythia
in ancient times. The wywvern had
a body and feet (only two) some-
what like an cagle’s, save with scales

Some do

instead of feathers, hat wings, and
the head and tail of a dragon. The
hippoeriff had four legs: the fore-

part and wines were those ol a erif-
fin, the rear hali of the hody was that
of a hore. A famous magician
named Atlantes did his traveling on
the back of a hippogriff.



