THE
PHANTAGRAPH

Donald A. Wolli.eim, Editor ‘Wilson Shepherd, Managing

801 West Fnd Avenue, Editor

New York C:ty Oskman, Alabama

YOL. 4 NOV-DBC 1935 NO. 2
--=--- CONTENTS -----

ITS PRAYER Duane W. Rimel
THE DWELLER H. P. Lovecraft
THE SKY IERMIT E. Theodove Pine

THE MEMMONS OF THE NIGHT Clerk Ashton Smith

THE SCIENCE FICTION RACKETEER H. Koenig
SCIENTA CLAUS ALI*SSANTA CLAUS Clay Ferguson, Jr.
HOW I GET MY INSPIRATION by A Weird Tales Author

1S SCIENCE FICTION IN A RUT? C. W. Lonsdell

SUN - SPOTS Donald A. Wollheim
ALSO:~ Editorial Pages The Bulletin Board

The Phantagraph is issued BILMONTHLY by The Terrestrial
Fantascience Guild at Oakman, Alabama. Copy 10c. 6 issuesb0c

2



HOW I GET MY INSPIRATION
by A Weird Tales Author

There is a vague, unfounded rumor current that in
order to indite a story for Weird Tales, it is necessary
to writ:: with & pen dipped in human blood. That is &
LiW. I know, because I once wrote a sory with a pen:
dipped in chimpanzee blood, and the editor accepted it.
He nevir knew the difference

A fundamental requisite, however, is the possession
of some antique book. At present the ancicnt maunus-
cripts used are these: The Book of Eibon. The
N:cronamicon. The My:teries of the Worm, Unausspre-
chlichen Kulten, Cultes des Goules, and {he Black Boook.
All these may be purchased from Panurge Press for
$1.49, prepaid. Thy will be sent to you in & plain
sealed wrapper.

Other references are indispensable. Suppose you are
wrl tm; a siory about tailsmans and prophccies. You
will feed to refer to such magazines as Signs and In-
vention, or The Omen’s Hom Companion.

Then, too, you mu.t exercisc a vocabulary. Practice
using such words as ANTHROPOLITH, VIVISEPUL-
TURE, NACROCOSMIC TERATOLOGICAL, AN-
THROPOMORPHOSIS, NOCTAMBULIST, NYCTA-
PHOBIA, NYCTALOPTIC, etc. Fifteen minutes a day
devoted to writing down such words will not only pro-
vide you with a vocabulary, but will also give you
writer’s cramp.

Always write your stories at midnight, preferably in
a pitch-dark room. Stories should be written on the
skin of a gander. That usually gives the readers gooce
flesh.

Tollow the above rules and you can't go wrong. If,
however, for some strang reason these hints fail’ you,
slways remember there is one more infallible way to
break into the pages of Weird Tales.

Write a letter to th- EURIE.



