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] n Mayan Splendor

By FRANK BELKNAP LONG, ]JR.

In dim dreams and shadowed memories

Of fabled cities I have dwelt apace;

And from strange springs and guardian trees
Have slaked my thirst, and scornful of the face
Of harsh reality have stooped to trace

Dark figures on the sands of alien keys:

In Mayan splendor I have spanned the seas
And clothed myself in legendary grace.

In Copan I have dwelt where serpent stones

And skies of dusky violet merge to form

A glimmering gate of wonder whereto bones
Of warrior dead are gathered in a storm

Of whitling clouds and crimson flames that roar
Beneath the sky-vault*where great condors soar.



