THE QUEENSLANDER.

tion. Then be glanced through the little com-
the finder, moved the roof a
itle more, made some further ad ustments,
and se the olockwork in motion. He took off
his_jacket, for the night was very hot, and
pushed the uncomlortable seat to which he was
condemned for the next four hours into position.
Then with & sigh he resigned himseif to his
watoh upon the mysteries of space.

There was no sound now in the observatory,
and the lantern waned steadily. Outside there
was the occasional ery of some animal in alarm
or pain, or ealling to its mate, and the inter-
miltent sounds of the Malay and Dyak servants,
Presently one of the men began a queer chant-
ing song, in which the others joined at intervals.
After this it would seem that they turned in for
the night, for no farther sound came from their
direction, and the whispering stillness became

bone giving under his bool. Thore was a
tearing bite ut his arm, and he struck over it at
the face, as he judged, and hit damp tur.
There was & pause; then he'heard the sound
of claws and the dragging of a heavy body
away from him over the observatory floor,
Then there was silence, broken only by his
own sobbing breathing, and a sound like
licking. Everything was black exocept the
rallelogram of the blue skylight with the
uminous dust of stars, against which the end of
the telescope now appeared in silhouette. Ho
wailed, as it seemed, an interminable time.
‘Was the thing coming on again? Ho felt in
his trousers et for some matches, and fou
one remaining. He tried to strike this, but the
floor was wet, and it spat and went out. He
eursed. He could not see where the door was
situsted. In his struggle he had quite lost his

more and more profound. ings. The strange boast, disturbed by the
The olockwork ticked steadily. The shrill Splutter of the mateh, began to move agsin.
hum of & mosquito explored the place and grew ‘' Time!" ocalled Woodhouse with a sudden

shriller in indignation at Woodhouse's oint-
ment, Then the lantern went out and all the
observatory was black,

Woodhouse shifted his position
when the slow movement ol the telescope
carried it beyond the limits of his comfort.

He was watching a little group of stars in the
Milky Wx, in one of which his chief had seen
or fancied a remarkable colour variability. It
was not'a of the ar work for which
the establishment existed, and for that reason
pﬁ’hl:l ‘Woodhouse was deeply interested. He
must have forgotten things terrestrial. All his
attention was concentrated upon the great blue

presently,
A

gleam of mirth, but the thing was not coming
at him again. He must have hurt it, he
thought, with the broken bottle. He felt a
dull pain in hisankle. Probably he was bleeding
there. He wondered if it would suppori him if
he tried to stand up. The night outside was

still. There was no sound of any one
moving. The sleepy fools hadnot heard those
wings upon the dome, nor his shouts.
It was no wasting strength in shouting.
The monster its wings and startled him
into & defensive aititude. He hit his elbow
rnn the seat, and it fell over with a grash.
He cursed this, and then he cursed the

vk

cirele of the tel  fleld—a cirole 3

patsh of starlight

of
stavs, and all luminous against the blackness of
its setting. Ashe watohed he seemed to himsel!
to become incorporeal, as il he too were floating
in the ether of space. Infinitely remote was
the little faint red orb he was observing.
B ly the stars were blotted out. A flash
of darkness passed, and they were visible again.
“Queer,” said Woodhouse. * Must have
e taing happanod seain, and mmediaiel
appen: n, mmi
aftor the t tube shivered as though it hgz
been dome of the observatory
resounded with s series of thundering blows,
The stars seemed to sweep nside s the teles-
cope swung round and away from the slit in the

Then

oblong
seemed Iomllnuullm. Was he going to
faint? It would never do to faint. He clenched

north by west?
oould “b‘: the door open he might retreat. It
might be the thing was wounded. The lulrnn

“Look here!” he said, “if you
don’t come on I shall come at you.”

rool. gradually blot out the skylight. Was it in
" . 'g  robreat? H about the door, and
“;(,I"MM! oried Woodhouse. * What's :‘u‘:““ d u;u n‘:
Some vague black shape, with a flapping very frightened or now,
mm.mmuum folt a curious sinking sensation juside him.
in the aperture of the roof. In another The sharply defined patoh of light, with the
Hﬂwﬁuﬁ.ﬂhmm Nﬂh‘--m‘n:unun. seomed o be
of the Milky W warm sod smaller and smaller. That was curious.
mm’mu-:mmh began td feel very , and yet he did
and only a sound the where- mw:u‘-du.un. to drink. He
- abouts of the unknown creatare. '-"n-m.u"m"m. down mﬂhnd. i
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the sitaation better, and peroceived
8 arted

The obse: at Ava, in Borneo, stands and pat his arm u g...ni:'g;.. 'hh;:,y. $hat hlPl.‘M was on Thaddy's koee, and
on the spur of mountain. To the north then, with him. It was clinging to was giving him brandy.  And then he
rises the old erater, black against the un- gpparently. hat the devil wasit? Could UaY the of the telescope with a lot
fathomable blue of the sky. The slopes plunge i see him ? red smears on it. Ha bogau to remember,

steeply downward into the black mysteries of n.u..‘mrh.p.-(.mi-uud * You've made this observatory in s pretty
the forost beneath, The litile housein gupofaction. The beast, whatever i was, oS, said dy.

which the and his assistant live is olawed at the interior of the dome, and then , IBe Dysk boy wag beating up an egg in
about fifty yards from the observatory, and gomething flapped almost into his face, and he "‘f.‘.'( W ase fook this and sat up.
beyond this are the buts of their native atlen- gaw the momentary gleam of starlight on & Hefelts twinge of pain. His snkle
dants. gkin like oiled leather, His water boitle was Hed UP, 80 were his arm and the side of his

Thaddy, the chief observer, was down with 8  knocked off his little table with & smash. face. " The smashed glass, red-siained, lay
slight fever, and his asmstant, Woodhouse, The sense of some st bird-creature 000! the floor, the telescope seat was over-
r‘hnmnlhdluim&mp‘ﬂud hovering & fow yudlhnncll face in the turned, and by the opposite wall was & dark

eopiel wight bolors i darkness was indesoribablyunpleasantto Wood. P00l- The doot was open, and he saw the
fary vigil. He thought, of all the house, As his thought returned he concluded m:“:‘:'wwlme
mym-um lay in the  tht it must be some night bird or large bat. "4 IETON “‘;,:"M “Who's been

tangle beneath him; for to the naturalist At any risk he would see what if was, and .
the virgin forests of Borneo ave still a wonder- o matoh from his pocket he tried to killing calves here? Take me out ol it. e
land full of sirsnge potontialities. Ho carried sirike it on the lelescope seat. There was a , Then he remembored tho T
& small lantern in his hand, and its yellow glow streak of phosphorescent light, the t bo had had with it. o
contrasted vividly with the infinile series of mndbc.mkmlha“lm = What was 1?% b said to Thaddy—:the
tints betwoen lavender blae and black in which  wing sweeping towards him, a gleam of gray. 1hioK I fought with?"
the landsospe was painted. brown fur, and then he was struck in the “Yow kaow thal beot,” suid Thally, =Bed

"The night was vory silent. Now and then voioes ~faoe and the mateh kuooked out of his hand. 327ROW don’t worry yourself now about it.
and oame from the native huls, or the The blow was aimed at his temple, and a claw Thaddy, bowever, was enough,

of some strange animal was heard from the fore down to his cheek. He reeled it hard zle betweed duty and ineli-
nlast of the mystacy of the forest. Noctaraal and ol aod he hesrd the extinguished laaiera e e o e
insests appested in ghosily fashion oot of the smash.’ Another blow followed as he fell. He 3a00" Bway in bod, a0 had
darkness, and fluttered round his light. His was pertly stunned, b felt his own warm blood {o0enly Putaway in hed, aad b ipong
hands and face were smeared with oiniment stream out he felt advisable. They then talked it over
against the attacks of the mosquitoes. u-.,-n'r' over 4 her y

lﬂhhlmolomlm on his face under N8 waa ™ W “ like
work done in & parely erection, and  the the telescope. ”‘.L':" said m::ﬂ“d. Y
with oaly the most , Applisness in was struck again upon the back, and he S anribing s 1n 0 et
addition to_the telescope, still ; 8 very heard his jacket rip, and then the thing his the :'f..u.,"i"um--udu.mu
largs amount of cramped and motionless wateh- roof of the observatory. He edged as far as he ndiu']“mldnuhnhu

ﬂ-&l s he  of the physical could between the wooden seat and the eyepiece ':"o:' dnuwoddhnmww
entered the observatory. ' Stk 1 was sl ia ooy Uyat wepe exposes ankie™” "
3 80 that it was were "

The reader is familiar with the With these ho could st least kiok. He was stl] 1t has probly nearly.” said Thaddy.
strueture of an ina d state. The strange beast banged It seemed to me o hit out with its claws
tory. The building is usually in about in the darkness, and presently clung Pretty fresly. That is about as much as I know
shape, with & very light hemisp! mumuump.n.uqnnﬁmm_m‘nh and 7k nok tial”
Wdﬂnghrndrmdhnhhw. rattle. Oace it flapped near him, and he "Thmhlvl about a Big Col N
The wm.mwm m.iullndlyﬂ u-aluod{'hhu. Klang.utasg—whatever that may be, l:l“-
in the centre, & clockwork arrangement feet. He was horribly scared now. It must be m“‘.“""“ bas I su Y made
compensates for the earth's rotation, and allows  a big thing 10 sway the tolescope like that. Ho [ Mmhuhmkmcol
& star once found o be continuously observed. saw for s momeot the oatline of & head black . dervett: S -.’“.w“ﬁ
Besidos tois, thero e o compaok tracery of againsl he siarlighl, with sharply poinied Loopd, Tike gobble. They all iy about at night.
wheels and sorews about its point of support, upsfanding ears and » orest between them. 14 U b b ey pred
by which the sstronomer adjuste t. Thereis, seemed to him do be s big as & mastiffs. T v e g

ocourse, & slit in the movable rool which mhmbhﬂwlnm’uh oh!:’n“ big beasts.” are

the eye of the in He survey of  oould for e * Thete. are’ more things in heaven and

e T T s ST T B et i S St
i can n, t did so o

il 1o auy pert of (he choecvatery a¢ the beaids him ou the floce o bieked ooty hog e aoon e mure Jerieany I

rdﬂnd‘ﬁ-hm-um Within  the next moment his ankle was gripped and hilosophies. On the whole, if the Borneo

Vis advisabla to have things as dark as pos- held by & row of keon teeth. Ho yelled again, ios 1i gckis 5, diagorpe SAY. meEe. of tte
sible in order to enhance the brillisnce of the and tried to free his leg by kicking with the s
stars observed. other. Then he realised he hsd the broken ties upons me [ should preler that it did

The lantern fiared aa Woodhouse entered his  water boitle st his hand, and, snatching it, he 50 Then Wit nol socupied in the observatory
eireular den, and the darkness fled into Into.dlhntmn.udhuuh
black shadows the big machine, from the darkness towards hi loa\grl{podsnlvny —
which it presently nudtovm’h:‘m ear, like the ear of a big cat. He had seised the
the whole place agsin as the light waned. The water bottle by its neck and brought it down
slit was a profound transparent blue, in which vnh.-hlnnn%on-h upon the head of the

ir light lay, s pallid gleam, along black stabbed jobbed wi jagged en t in
tube ?m’um& Woodhouse shifted the darkness where be j the face might be.
hmﬂh:‘ndtbu'm-dln‘hlh The small teeth their bold, and at
tarned one and then another, onee Woodhouse palled his leg free and kicked
great cylinder slowly swinging into & new posi- hard. He felt the sickening feel of fur and



