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Reports and Reminiscences

By Robert A. Madle

News and Views

E ELEVENTH anniver-
sary meeting of the Eastern
Science Fiction Association at-
tracted approximately 150 at-
tendees. The majority present
were flying saucer proponents,
most of whom attended be-
cause of the announced theme
of the meeting, “Flying Saucers
—After -Ten Years.” They

probably went home quite un-
elated after hearing Lester del
Rey, L. Sprague de Camp, and
Dr. Thomas S. Gardner take
the flying saucer theory apart
at its seams. However, Hans
Santesson, editor of Fantastic
Universe, spoke in the affirma-
tive. Those interested in attend-
ing a meeting of the Eastern
Science Fiction Association
should write to Allan Howard
101 Fairmount Avenue, New-
ark 7, New Jersey. (For a de-
tailed article on the ESFA, see
the August Science Fiction
Quarterly.)

Illegal activities become le-
gal if they are conducted in a
space ship—at least 50 miles
up! This is the opinion of P.
K. Roy, of the International
Civil Aviation Organization,
who spoke before the American
Rocket Society in Washington
on April Sth. International
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laws, said Mr. Roy, extend up-
wards into the sky only so far
as there is sufficient air to sup-
port aircraft. Therefore, above
the 50 mile limit anything could
go—even murder, according to
this interpretation.

Another interesting aspect of
the near future, expounded at
this same American Rocket So-
ciety meeting, is a method of
exploring the solar system with
unmanned ion-propelled rock-
ets, the cost of which would be
quite moderate. This rocket,
called the “Snooper,” would be
boosted into space by a tug,
similar to the one which will
be used to get the earth satel-
lite into its orbit. Once up
there, it would then be sent on a
path toward a planet, and orbit
around it, collecting data of
vital importance. Mr. Martin
I. Willinski, spokesman for the
group of research engineers
who developed “Snooper” while
working for the Rocketdyne
Division of North American
Aviation, said the rocket would
attain a speed of about seven
miles a second, propelled by
the electrically charged atoms
and molecules being discharged.

The Challenge of Outer
Space is the title of a recently
released Office of Armed Forc-
es Information and E
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tion, more than 1,000 miles
above the earth... Fredric
Brown gets Anita Ekberg! Yes,
he does—as the star for his
fabulously successful detective
novel, “The Screaming Mimi.”
Harry Joe Brown, the pro-
ducer, says that no punches
will be pulled in the filming of
this flicker.

THE PRO TURNED FAN

UITE OFTEN you read in
this department a state-
ment about a “fan turned pro.”
In recent months, Robert Sil-
verberg, Harlan Ellison, Ran-
dall Garrett, and other have
been referred to in this manner.
This time, however, the reverse
is occurring—the next few par-
agraphs will discuss a top-flight
science fiction and fantasy
author who became an active
fan after a decade of profes-
sional writing! The name of
this outspoken member of the
beanie-brigade is Robert Bloch.
Yes, Robert Bloch, whose
first professionally printed
story appeared in Weird Tales
for January 1935, is one of to-
day’s most popular science fic-
tion fans. (Incidentally, Bob
was only 17 years old when he
sold his first story, so he isn’t
exactly a ddaddy yet.) In

film. Dr. Wernher von Braun
is featured in this government-
sponsored depiction of what
life will be like in a space sta-

reality, however, the qualifica-
tion should made that
Bloch spent a long time on the
fringes of fandom. Before mak-



INSIDE SCIENCE FICTION

ing his first sale to Weird
Tales, he had been a reader
of sf and fantasy for quite
a few years. Through his
correspondence, andcontact
with Raymond A. Palmer, he
3 ine of

mn

be stopped. Farnsworth
Wright, then editor of WT,
bought Bloch’s stories almost
as fast as Bob could write
them. For Robert Bloch was
just what WT’s readers wanted
who could write in

d the fan mag: o
its day, Fantasy Magazine and,
in 1935 and 1936, wrote sever-
al pieces for it. A short quote
from his first, “The Ultimate
Ultimatum,” will display that
Bloch possessed his keen sense
of humor even as a youth. Also,
without actually being a fan,
he predicted the first s-f con-
vention! The next paragraph
is Bloch, word for word, frcm
Fantasy Magazine, Angust,
1935:

It was a big conven-
tion. Lovecraft was there.
So was Clark Ashton
Smith, August Derleth,
and Otto Binder. Ray
Palmer was present, and
Stanley Weinbaum. Also
there was I, thrilled and
proud at attending this
gathering of masterminds.
‘We met in an old family
crypt of mine. Outside
the moon was shining, the
stars were gleaming—and
I was lit up, too.

Typical Bloch, eh? But. as
mentioned, he contributed just
several items to Fantasy Maga-
zine—more or less as a pre-
liminary to his professional
success. After selling his [irst
to Weird Tales, he was not to

the style of the master himself,
H. P. Lovecraft.

LOCH SAYS that it was
during this period that he
again almost became a fan—or,
at least, was exposed to it. He
went west to visit a former fan
of his, just turned pro, Henry
Kuttner. And, as Bloch puts it:
“He introduced me to a fan
named Fritz Leiber. I attended
as LASFS meeting and met a
fan named Ackerman. . .and an
obnoxious young kid whom
they tolerated for his puns—a:
Roy Burberry or Ray Bradley,
or some such name.” But, even
though exposed to fandom, he
was only vaguely aware of it
and “...the idea of visiting a
fan club, or aligning myself
with the feuds and factions of
time meant nothing to me.” For
Bloch, being a dirty old pro,
was interested only in money.
And, at this time, Bloch be-
came a science fiction writer.
(He had been strictly a weird
fiction writer up until 1938.)
Raymond A. Palmer, whom
Bloch had known for years,
became editor of Amazing Sto
ries and its mew companion,
Fantastic Adventures. To make
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this phase of his s-fiish life
brief, Bloch became one of
Palmer’s mainstays and wrote
scores of stories for him, the
most popular of which were
his humorous “Lefty Feep” se-
ries. And he’s been writing sci-
ence fiction ever since, al-
though he will be quick to tell
you that fantasy is still his
favorite. In this day and age,
however, the market for fan-
tasy is just about non-existent.

Then, in 1946, after success-
fully dodging and skirting fan-
dom for about fifteen years,
Bloch “discovered” fandom.
He attended the 1946 World
Convention in Los Angeles and
met many of the popular men
of .the day, including a Mr.
Bob Tucker. Says Bob, “One
look from his patriotic eyes
(red, white, and blue) and I
was hopelessly smitten.” Since
then, Bloch has attended most
all of the big conventions, in-
cluding every one since 1951,
and every Midwestcon since
that date. And he Ius become

in corre-
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they request an article from
Bob, and he is always among
the first to promote worthy fan
projects. Lately he has been
promoting fandom in the pro-
fessional magazines, When Bill
Hamling found that he was go-
ing to have to obtain someone
to conduct “Fandora’s - Box”
(due to Mari Wolf’s resigna-
tion), Robert Bloch was his
immediate first choice. Then
Bob sold a long article on
fandom to Tony Boucher—
probably the most comprehen-
sive ever to appear in a pro-
fessional magazine. (“Some of
My Best Fans Are Friends,”
F&SF, September, 1955.) His
crownin g achievement how-
ever, was the story, “A Way
of Life,” which depicted
a future civilization with a fan-
oriented politcal and social sys-
tem! (Fantastic Universe,
October, 1936.)

Bob Bloch, although becom-
ing an active fan comparative-
ly late in his science-fictional
life, is one of the most sincere

bers of fandom. He firm-

q)ondence, fanzine articles,
convention programs, and like
that.

ITHASCONSTANTLY
amazed us how Bloch has
been able to find time to write
the scores of fan articles he
has written during the past
several years. Very few fan ed-
Htors are turned down when

ly believes that fanzines are
the only remaining outlet for
a free exchange of personal
opinion in the country. On this
point Bob is particularly em-
phatic, and in a recent letter
to us he said:

In fanzines you find peo-
ple of all ages, all walks
of life, all backgrounds,
all outlooks, going at it
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hammer and tongs. Some-
times they're vulgar,
sometimes they’re banal,
but they're always inter-
esting. And they do find
that free exchange of
ideas which constitutes
the working principle of
a democracy. To me this
is the most stimulating
aspsct of fandom...the
degree of free commuani-
cation it affords. And, as
I say, I've met so many
fine and interesting peo-
ple in the field.

The science fiction world
certainly appreciates those
comments, Bob, It’s a distinct
pleasure having you with us.

THE FANZINES

CIENCE-FICTION FIVE-

YEARLY: 25¢ for a five-
year subscription from L.
Shaw, Ltd., 545 Manor Road,
Castleton Corners, Staten Is-
land 14, New York, Edited and
published by Lee Hoffman
Shaw and Larry Shaw (mar-
ried-up critters), this is a side-

s

splitting (maybe -even front-
splitting, too) burlesque of
some of today’s science fiction
magazines. Two new serials
start this issue: “Stars of the
Slave Giants,” by Calvin
Aaargh, and ‘“Nissassa,” by
Nalrah Nosille. These are good
examples of the type of stories
once featured by the now de-
funct Tenalp, and now being
featured by another L. Shaw
magazine. (We hate to men-
tion a competitor’s title, but
this one is a companion to In-
finity.) SFFY has complete
stories, too. As well as article,
readers’ departments, and even
book reviews. It’s real fun, and
we advise you to send for a
copy. Might mention that Cal-
vin Aaargh and Nalrah Nosille
are Robert Silverberg and Har-
lan Ellison, former very active
fans, now big-time pros.

Send all fanzines for review
to Robert A. Madle, 7720 Ox-

man Road, Palmer Park,
Hyattsville, Maryland.
*



