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LANDSCAPES OF LUNA
By BOB OLSEN

Cleaving the void with our rocket tubes blazing
Hurtles our craft on its hazardous race!

First men are we to see sights so amazing

First of all humans to voyage through space!

Hundreds of thousands of miles from our flier
Swims Mother Earth in a sable-black sky.
Blazes the sun like a huge ball of fire:

Luna, beneath us, rolls regally by.

Vistas unfolding: Stupendous! Enthralling!
Sea of Tranquillity: Silvery! Rare!
Clavius’ crater: Colossal! Appalling!
Frosted with jewels of crystallized air!

Far to the south loom the Liebnitz and Dorfel
Mountains, their flanks swathed in Stygian night.
Seven miles high thrust those jagged peaks awful
Gilding their crowns with the sun’s ceaseless light!

Interest? Naught are my comrades displaying.
‘Wonder? They leave all observing to me.
Bridge interstellar we four have been playing;
During this hand, I'm the dummy, you see!




