The
Arkham Sampler

Summer 1949

Contents
THE ONE WHO WAITS, a story by Ray Bradbury ___ 3
IN THE YEAR 2889, a fiction by Jules Verne ________ 9
HIEROGLYPHICS, a poem by Vincent Starrett ________ 24
JOURNEY TO THE WORLD UNDERGROUND,

a novel by Lewis Holberg _ - ___________________ 25
OBLIVION, a poem by Jose-Maria de Heredia _________ 73
THE DOOR, a story by David H. Keller _____________ 74
TWO HORSEMEN, a poem by Vincent Starrett _______ 81
TWO POEMS AFTER BAUDELAIRE,

by Clark Ashton Smith _________________________ 82

BOOKS OF THE QUARTER
The Derleth Science-Fiction Collections, by Everett

F. Bleiler ________________ L ___ 84
Ode to a Skylark, by Robert Bloch ________________ 86
More Caldecott, by Edward Wagenknecht _________ 88
Poetry of Immortality, by John Haley _____________ 89
““American Dreams’ and Utopias, by Everett F. Bleiler 90
Salem Again, by Robert Bloch ____________________ 93
A Mixed Bag, by August Derleth ________________ 94

Copyright 1949, by August Derleth



Poems After Baudelaire
LETHE

Cruel and deaf, come to my heart again,

O indolent sphinx, tigress that I adore!

Long, long my trembling fingers would explore
The dense and heavy darkness of thy mane;

And in the skirts replete with thy perfume
I would enshroud this ever-aching head,
The musty sweetness of my passion dead
About me like old flowers sere with doom.

For I would sleep, rather than live, alas!
Doubtful as death that all-desired slumber
Where unremorseful kisses without number

Will cover thy beautiful body like polished brass.

Unequalled is thy couch, that deep abyss,

To engulf the sighs and sobbings of my drouth;
Potent oblivion dwells upon thy mouth

And Lethe flows full-fountained in thy kiss.

To this my doom, a prisoner innocent,
The docile, destined martyr of desire,
I yield, and all my ardor fans the fire
And wrath of my undying punishment.

To drown my rancor, I will drink anew
Hemlock benigh and balms of sleep and rest
From the sharp, delightful nipples of thy breast
That holds no heart in its enchanted mew.
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