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Here among grey walks and greyer walls
Sunlight comes as if through colored glass.
Lilacs scent and shade the dusky malls
And one can hardly hear the traffic pass.

Swallows spiral slowly up the breeze
And shake the branches of the ginko tree
Which far from temple gardens Japanese,
Spreads out its waxen fans symmetrically.

No lovers whisper in this prim enclosure
But ivory ladies lean upon their canes.

On benches of worn stone they risk exposure
To sun that falls as if through tinted panes.

Backwash in the tide of equinox,
The flood of spring drips on the garden rocks.

Marce Piercy



