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MASTIZRS OF FANTASY
A. Merritt—"Dweller in the Mirage'"—Died 21 Auqust, 1943.

Heart failure at 59 robbed the fantasy world of one of its richest imaginations, when Abraham
Merritt went through the Dragon Class. Heart-stopping in their beauty were his women of
witchery—Santhu, Sharane, Norhala, Evalie—and wondrous in the extreme his adventures outside
the normal scheme of space and time. His short stories were single polished gems; his novels,
“The Ship of Ishtar,” “The Metal Monster,” “The Moon Pool" et al, flawless necklaces of
ensorcelling splendour. Men of two other tongues knew his word wizardry, too. G. Gordon Dewey,
the noted Merrittophile, says of him: “He was a legend in his time: The Lord of Fantasy.
His teet were firmly planted behind one of America’s most important editorial desks of the news-
paper world, but his heart—his heart was ever succumbing to the siren call of the Snake Mother,
and his head inclining to the tinkle of invisible elfin bells. The lure of the lore of long and long
and long ago was strong within him—and communicated itself evocatively to his myriad of
admirers.” o1



