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With thie iscuc, the third of thc first threo cxperimental
issucs, the publication of ANATEUR SCIENCE STORIES must, we regret,
comc to an end. The eperinent has been an interecting onc of all con~
cerneds Tyro-suthors have haé an opportunity of sceing their eherighed
vorl: published, and rcaders hove been able to cajoy well-written storics
which, for somc rcason or other, were not quitc suitablc for tho pro-
fessional magazines.

The chief rcason for its discontinuance is that we have not a
gufficicnt supply of material, The scven storics in thc threc lssucs
werce all written by threce pcoples This was largely duc to the high
standard upon vhich vic have insisted, vhich scarcd off meny amatour
authors, end vhich eccurcd thc rejection of much of thc material thet
was submitted, But AUATZUR SCIENCE S8TORILS has served its purposc by
cncourcging thosc vho Gid cresh its pagus, and we arc »nloased to rccord
thet VAlliam F. Templc vho, as “Temple /illicns" wrote '"Mr. Craddock's
Lifc-Linc" for our first issuc, has hed onc of his estorios publishcd in
the current issuc of TALLS OF WONDZR.

If, in the future, macteur authors ogain cwvalic to lifc, the mog-
azinc vill be resurrccted. Heanwhile, we invite amatcur authors to
continuc to submit their storics, ané should any them be of suffice-
icnt merit, they will be published in the forthconing printed issuos

It remoins only for us to cxtcnd our siacercst thanke to thosc
vho have supportcd the magezine during its brief cxistcnce, vhether by
writing, subscribink, sclccting or publishing, end to remind cveryone
that therc is now a ruch better, reguler, British scicncc=-fiction moge-
czinc = TALES OF \/ORDIR.
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WY FIRST SPACE-GUEP, (NAGNA ZNIGHA).
by
ArAC

(With cpologies to HeGs Wclls' story "My Firet Acroplunc, (Aloudc Mogne)")

Hy first spacc-ship! \hat vivid merorics of joyous youth and
hurtling spccd thot rocalls!

For back 1t wos in the days of Roilrocds ond Stoom-bocts that I
purchoscd the dear old Hagnoe Enigne (Greot Puzzle). She wee the first
of her snit-firc type, stroight fron the foundries of somo obscurc but
ingenipus farmy small, lecn; o voritadble shell of lecshed encrgy; proud,
and with o will of her ovm. Ycs, in mony woys she was fittcd ond motche
cd to thc dophing epirit that filled my wiry choet in thosc days; ond
her first performonce showied, I supposc, that fiery instobility that
shc held in cormon with her owmer, - Indecd, the rescmblance between
owmer an machine went further thon the spiritucl indications, it was
sald that she rceomblcd mo in the sleckncss of her outlines, in the
sharpness of her prow, in the far-off gaze of hcr two forword ports.

I om proud of thosc comparisons, often dravm though they were in o
spirit of lovity, for I rccogajsc in ihgn-sudbtlo complimcnts to the
wonderful form ond strcength of ny Mogna Enigic.  Charcctor and nobility
showed in overy line of her splendid shape; shc wae in a word - Porfcet.

I purchcsed her on the creit systam, through o teeovelling agente
Dear mother knew nothing of the transcction until the day of dclivery,
Then when I broke the news to her of my desporato resolve ~ the tooral
the plcading; tho dirc prophceics! Ah me! womea arc olwcys doubtful
of their men's provess, ond mothers anxious ocbout their sons, But I
proveiled es I usunlly do vhen my mind ie made up, and we travelled by
tubc to thc Croydon Spcce Dronc.

It is curious the offinity thot somctimes cxists botween mon cnd
non; how sorictincs vhen you meet ¢ person for the first tine you
instontly boeome fim fricnde, vhercos, another you instinctively
dislilk Kore curiois still, I thial:, is thc scneation I cxpcricnced
vhen I vies confronted for the first timc with the glecning contours
of the Mogno Inignc. 4 thrill convulscé ry body. Soic sty that the
blood draincd from ny foee, ond that I shool: end mede 2s though to run
cwcy. Such were ny crotions that I do not doubt that theec curdous
syrptoms showed themsclves, Such, I say, wos this incxplicable bond,
thct goon the silvery wells of, the logna Enigae were gleaning bock o
scorc of curious faece that had collected round my shivering shope.

My mother (bless her doar conveational mind) misinterpretcd this
unaccountoble hesitntion on ny pert, cnd edviscd ric not to go up if
I folt incepcblc of controlling the thinge Severcl ocoplce round cbout
must hove clso tolien foor as the ccuse of ny palenesc cnd perspiration,
for they begon to lough ocerctly, ond choticr about the ground giving
pcople cold fect,

Roge almost uncontrllable bubbled up within ne, (1t hze clwoys
beei the woy of us Po?plcgo.t.cs to blaze up ot tho lecat thing) aad
costing off my nother's dctoining honé, I throw mysolf through the
circuler airelock and into the narrow control roor. I had thoro to
constrcin mysclf br o terrffic concentration of will from firing off
the tubcs at oncc - an act that would have dewestoted the hongors
bchind me, and killecé 1y poor proud mother, togother with mysolf,
of coursc.

I sat therc shivering with roge.

A face with o broided pecked cop atop, pecred 1 through oac of
the forwnrd ports, ~né signalled mc‘to como out. I stabbed my finger
upwerds ficrcclw, and shook ry hoad with dccieion. Thc face disappenrod
for o ninute, thea came back with 2 pair of hands holaing up o ploce
of pcopor inscribed ns follows: “Aro you offifially registered as capsdle
to pilot this spacc-ship?"

I noddcd my hcad cven though I h:ddna ltcm;mc, indtj:,bhgg rwr

nt The facc bobbeé down cgoin only to rocppod

\gigﬁcgng%hégs}\g&? a%\Z\z‘n on the rodis cad licten for the storting signel,"
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From ny readings of booklets I knew just where to locate the
wireless switch, so I punched the little knob home. A noise like a
igentic clock ticking came through, znd in a ninute 2 voice specaliing;
Hagna Enigpa, now raising your tale-off rwiiers to firing angle.“
view at this moment of the distant horizon sanl: lover and veaished
below the circles of the forward portsholes.

"You are nor at forty-five Gegrecs. ‘hen you hear the signal,
let her gol" I waited teasely for this signal, vhotever it might be,
and vhen a high whine started ia the receiver, I pulled the igaition
trigger full over. .

Vhat happcneé next is perhaps unicue in the annals of space flight,
I vas 1lifted clear out of niy scet and throvm heavily againet the ceiling.
As I spawled there I had a fragmentary vicw through one of the port
holes of the Drome ficld shrinking and tippiag oblicuely to thc right.
Then again I was crashing across the room back amongst the buttons of
the control table., Plungers snap»ed in and I 1liftcd all asprawl onto
the let't well, then the right, whacling backwards znd forwards ia that
narrov space of delicate nachinerys Only the wonderful control I
exercised over my flying limbs ssved the machinery from danage. Up
and dovn, back and forward, I cannoncd as with each successive flight
1 pushed in new buttons. The liagna Enigua, the willful hussy that she
was, had alrcady challenged my owncrship,

This went on for somc time, then swwmoning all my will-power, I
claved at the main ignition trigger and pullcd it off. Shaking vith
the terrific punishment I had taken I éragpcé mysclf into the pilots
chair, and fclt my battcred limbs, As:I was doing this, ny cyes fcll
upon the gravity altimeter. I stoppcd my carcfully testing and starcd,
- 1000 milcs ups!l - and still going!

My God! what a situetion! I sailc now at thc horror which grip-
ped me then. It is forgivables Even the bravest of us lamow fear, and
wvho vas it vho said; "“A brave man ie not onc who éocs not knov fcar,
but who lmows fear and concuers it."? I conquerod.that paralyeing fear.

I went to onc of the port-holes ené starcd dovm. Deer old Larth,
that is the onc and only view I have haé of you from Space, (I ncver
scer to get the tinc to go up now.) but that wmcuory is inmerishablc,

A huare looming sphere dariicned over nost of its. eurfacc; e fzint rosy
light elinging to onc cége ané the absolutc bzack of aight to the other.
Two grecnish icc cens with long thin strcaners branching oft' into tho
faintly visiblc Amcrucan Contincnt; a faint wash of grey-bluc disappear-
ing iato the darincss of the Zast, You were a fairy picturc fraucd

in the pearl of the Sun's Lorona, sct about with diamond stars. Enough
to iaspirc the poctic Povnlegate strain in me.

I turncd avey at last with a sigh, for that spherc sccmed almost
unobtainablc in its rcmotcncss. Foad faccs came to me. Nol thought I,
I i1l pet back, Bhat vould mothcer do without me? Dctermincd thus,

1 sat dovn before thc complex button pancl, and sct everything at “off“.
I would procced button by button until I Lnew just how to control this
ship of minc.

The first button I pushed droppcd stecl plates dovm over tho port-
holes with a tremendous clash, The second dut out the clectric lights,
end plunged me into corplete - absoluto - darknoss. My blind stabbing
fingera prodded amongst thc tiers of buttons with fantastic results.

A low numble camc froim behind the reer dartition as though & motor
generator had cormicnced to “turn over"; the floor started a slow turn-
ing uatil in a few minutes it becamc the ceiling. Another quick stab
from an invertcd position, looscd off the rear tubcs, and there I vas
stuck to thc rear voll with the acceleration.

Things multiplioed by thc scmarc.

The room was sooil rcvolving at a colossal spccd with wmyself
catapulting in dizzy epirals from vall to wall, All scts of tubcs
viere now apparcntly firing in altcrnatc phascs, 80 that mixed up with
my whirling was a sudden thrusting from froat wall to rcer wall and
back again.
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The window shiclde werc crashing up and down cvery time I landed
amongst thc controls, shaving my linba upon thcir guillotine edycs,
and coming ncer at tines to decepitating mc. Another apperctus vas
nov making itsclf fclt in the sudden incrcasc of the room temperaturc
to near boiling point, then in e sudcen drop to zero regions vhere water
condensed 1like rain on ny spectacles. Tho cffcct of this fluxation
vas to give mo a scverc attaci of influcnza five hours latcr.

The neisc wec terrific from the nedly eccelerating and deccelerat-
ing cngines, Everything hovlcé. A little nmachine sct ia the ceiling,
gave forth a high-pitchcéd vhinc, and & thousand crackling, popping,
electric sparka., It spcodily built up such a spark gap, that thc air
stunk with ozoncs Its action ot koeping out some of the riore dangerous
short-vavee had become sp efficicnt that the ultra-short-vave wireless,
vhich I had left switched on during the whole of my flight, only gave
out & prolonged shrick of static.

Amongst 2)1 thie bedlam, my wiry framc went here and there, hcad
legs first, emashing and thwming amonget the bars and buttoans
and wires of this frenzied ship; a ship loet in the uncharted expances

of Spzco and Worlds.

I was long past thinking at all coherontly, whon ceverything
atovped = cxcept the spinning motion of the room. The window shutters
stuck helf up and half dovm; thc tubes stoppcd firing; the ozone gener-
etor geve onc pop and ccescd; tho clectric lights, which had been
floshing spasmodically, went out with finality; thc toupcraturc stayod
vhere it was; the wircless stopped abruptly; the nysterious motor which
liaé coiricnced the cabin revolving went silcnt with e short dowmward
roan - but, as I say, the movement .went on.

Quicl: to rccaver, I clutched et tho bacl: of the .pl'loc chair as
I spun past, and fixed my fcet amongst soric machiicery on the roof,
For a spaco I hung thcre gathering uy: streagthe

‘What a fantastie figurc I must have cut hanging upsido-dowm there
in the stabbing light from thc sun which revolved in dizzy circlcs oute
side! In thc little room I hung with my fcct on the ceiling and my
hanés at floor lcvel, breathing harshly in an atmosyherc acid with
ozonu, and sickening with the amcll of scorcheé rubber, I scized on
this letter smcll when I fullr recovered, and with chzracteristic
sncely decuction, sav that this sudéen cessation in action was becauso
of & failure 1ia povcr. Soucvhere the battery circuit had shortcd or
cormleicly broke: Hore in this cose, I would be cble to apply my
knovledse of epace-ships (diligently picced together from the booklcts
of thc time) and place iy hand irmcdiately on the battery circuit, and
repiir the danage.

I agytempted to waliz around the cabin io the wall cbove nc, and
found that there was no ¢ifficulty attatched to it. liow I understood
why all the walls, cxcept the froat and rcar, of the cabian werc in the
form of onc coatinuous curve; ccatrifugel force, my frienés, centri-
fugal force! Simplc, is it not? Yet devilishly wicrd at first exper-
ience. I believe thia systen 1s out of use now, and megctised floors
and boots substituted., Thus, you may leavc an 0ld nen bchind in techy
niral advance, dbut in spirit and courage you will ncver rccapturc thc
heights of those pioaccr days when men werc mon ané ships viere ships.

My Uagna Enigna was snall, a tcnth the size of your modern
floating hetels, yot I am willing to vager that with my hands to her
controls she could have out-manocuvred any of thc crack spcecials of
today., At tae time I am telling of, she was shecaring space at the
stepgoring specd of twenty miles per accond, a spced etill good today.
Howcver, no doubt you erc cager to lcera how I brought my gallant ship
to safcty, so I will dilatc no longor.

I presently found the demaged wire, and after a littlc scraping
ané twisting, moacg:d to push 1t into placc. Instently cll the con-
fusion begon agaiaj the nolsc, the accclleration, the ozonc, tic heat
and cold, thc lighis, shuttere, cverything for u nomcat ves & buzzing
clattering roaring screem, but by jerking avay my hand I dicconnccted
the circuit and &1l subsidod.

I picked mysclf u» from tho far corncr of thc roou, cnd before
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connecting the circuit cgain, pushed in all the buttons, I put
the wire right, then firmly strappcd myself into the pilot seat., This
tine there would be no nishaps,

aa wont onc ‘bdftan <'a woll Judged shot, - the lighte went on,
Another considered button, end the shutters slemmec back - I shouteds
The nose of the ship secnied to be in the act of striking the blinding
purface of the moon. Ia front of me, spinning madly, stretched the
towering ncedles of a amashed up world, One scemed to bc on the
point of piercing the forward port-hole, I could sec every pebble
on the scintillating slopcs,

Crash! went all the buttons together in a frantic last minute
cffort to escepe tkansfixtion. Nothing seemed to happen, except that
the ozonc apparatus started shooting six-inch sparke into the room,
end thc temperature dropped to somewhere ncar absolute zero. In my
c0ld blooded way I perceived that I had fallen foul of an optical
misjudgment due to the super clarity of vision in space, What was
probably thousands of miles away, eppcarcd to be Just outsdde the window.

Once again I started calmly with all the buttons in, and atterpted
to master this runavey ship,  (Mever will I admit defeet et the hands
of a machine.) Patiently I tried the various buttons end levers,
Certain combinatjons produced strange cffecte; Once, by pushing two
red buttons at the samo timc, my ship turned complctely round so that
1 found myself staring out into black star-dotted space, but, of course,
atill rushing towards the moon only now hind-first., Rushing, unless
1 could discover the right act of buttons, to ccrtain destruction.

This knowledge, howevor, only served te quicken thc action of my
normally fast thinking brain, and to speed the action of ny fingers.
Alrcady I had the forward rctardiang tubes firing; I now had to find
the sct of tubes vhich would servc to swing the ship away into a
tangent to the rioon's surface.

By jove: Thesc things takc a long time to write dovm, but act-
ually it ves only a metter of ten minutes beforc I saw that the pecks
werc slanting away, and anothcr two beforc I was slicing betwecn two
giant mountain peaks and roaring over a trenendous level area of
pock-holcd rocke

Before I mmew what or vhere things werc, I had swept over the
towers and domes of the Merc Imbrium Mining Station, covering them in
a scorching cloud of cxheust gas, then up'I went in a ncar vorticel
ascent, Things sccmed to get out of control egain, and I swept dowvm
in 2 huge arc vithin two fcet of the main pit tower, blanketing cverything
in a pink-rcd glow of scintillating particles. Things wcrc definitely
out of control, I was up end round egain in a complctc circle, this
time actually driving down past tho pit tower, scraping thc ground, then
up again.

8weat ptood out in’ great beads on ry forchcad as I tugged at
the fixed sct of buttons,

Dowva agein roering and blasting. Exhaust gas blew dovn bolting
figurcs in spacc-suits; scattcred a glag heep. I felt sicli with the
cffcets of tho continucd circling. Round and round in o fifty milo
circle, elwoys coming dovn through that confouadeé mining stations

At last on my fifticth circumnavigation I had a flccting gliipsc
of another space ship rising from thc surfacc in pursuit of me.

8t111 dotcrmincd not ¥o he mastercd, I banged and thumped at
the obstinatc céatrols, Onc Jaob ground in, and I zoomed off just
missing thc other ship. The wircless squcaled at mo,

"Kecp outz my way, you saphecds®

“Something wrong with my tubes." I shouted in cxplenation.

"By God! 1'l1l maeh ycr chubcs if you comc that fool trick again,
Sct o straight course. 1'll pick you up with chaine., Get to itsnappy! "

I report this inmpudent comaand in its fulacee to indicate vhat
kind of a ruffian I ha¢ to dcal with; a person a0 10rc copable of
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understending dcfects im machincry than the moon itsclf,

Furiously I battled thie mad machinc - and conquercd. I forcced
thosc buttons back into thcir sockets, and switchcd on tho correct
opposing ccte Straight as 2 dic I flashed for tho othor ship, but ho
vas too quick and he misscd me by an inch.

I heard him swear across the cther, then he came blustering out
again,

"Try and searc mc would ;(ou? You erazy, ycllow livered skunk.
Try somc of your ovn mcdicino!

The fool nade some juggling mapocuvrc with his cumbcrsome ship,
end finished,up just abovc the Magna Enigna.

"Hold on eonny." hc bawlod, and droppcé his veseol right across
my bows missing mo by obout two inches. As hc passod he gove a blast
on his tubcs and pastcd up my windows with grcy gas. Back ho came
cgodn ond atationcd himsclf just chcad of mc, His rcar tubes swampcd
my gamc littlc ship in vhitc-hot gas, raiping tho tcrmperaturc of ny
control room to boiliag point. I sizzlcd,

“Get away you blithering fooll" I shoutcd ot him,
"Sti111 frosh, hey?" he scrcamed back, “Herc's somc morc.™

He flashed on before me and disappcared into blaciness. For
perhape five minutcs Ivetarcd into the blaniness, then I saw him as
an cxpanding ring of phosphorcscent vhitc rushing straight hcad-on
at mec, In o sccond I scomcd to bo staring into tho jaws of decath
fashioncd in the shapc of a sharp etocl prow, two glcaming port-holos,
ond a feco peering out et me. Then in o nighty flurry of oxhaust gas
the image passcd and I was staring out into the black spaco.

"Yant any morc, or shall I take you ia?"
*"Thank you." I said cooly, “But I'il taio her in mysclf,®

I punchcd at the control board, but the tubc buttons produced no
results, My 1ittle ship was cxhoustcds I had cmpticd her life blood
from her in my headlong race between carth ond moon; her fucl tanks
wero cmpty. A dorclict of space, is spiritcd ship vms dcad,

"ic1l, vhy don't you move, smarty?" ccme that blustering voice.
1 sat silent.

"Oh, you aint gonna talk? Porhaps a fcw morc tricks might help
esomc. Ever sccn o Popemoff epiral with yoursclf as the cils?"

“I am helpless.™ I ground out ot last, "y fuol tonks arc cmpty.
If I hod a little power lcft I might show you a fow tactics, as it is
you can continuc with your play undisturbec."

“That's tho best news I've heard for years." rcturncd tho wiro-
1css heartily. “Pcrhaps aftcer all the rushing about you've donc, you
wouldn't objcct to a straight run homc?"

Hc brought his ship alongeidec, and working from thc airlock in a
spacc-suit, chaincd my chip to the ugly bulk of his black freighter.
He wantcd to _comc into ny ship, but I just ignorcd his tappings and
pointings. I had that much . pride lcft,

¥icll, there's not much left to toll. I don't think my arrival
ot thc mining station likc 2 chaincd captive, and the cnsuing fuss cnd
roughncss by the mincrs would intercst the rcadors And I don'it think
it descrving of lengthy mention all the insults cbout my imtclligencc
cnd povicre of obcervation vhen they found placed in o draver bencath
the control bocrd, the I.C's “Details of ch‘ulatloh Control Board as
Standardiscd by the Intcrplenctery Council." Thesc' things serve only to
detract from the-mein’story which ie my tremeadous struggle cnd triumph
over tho Mogno Enigaa.

Just onc protest I will mokes Is 1t truc Domocracy vhcn dbecausc
of o boyish cscapade, a follow hos his spoec-phip confiscatod?

IE BD.



