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PARALLEL

by
A. KULIK

They consider other planets,

Even hot and distant stars,
Hunt for life on bright Polaris,
Venus, Jupiter, and Mars.

But perhaps the answer’s closer
To their ever-guesting nose,
Closer than the petals folded
Round a budding rose . . . »

What of life on the Electron?
In the Atom’s tiny span?
Could a Neutron or a Proton
Imitate the world of man?
Might each be a tiny planet
Swinging round a central sun
Where much smaller speculators
Try for answers one by one?

Might a bee have bees upon it,
Copied in a minor rote?

What of a Miltonic sonnet
Duplicated in the mote?

What of folk down in the Atom?
Is there peace, or wartime throes?
Or would you rather ponder

On the rose within the rose?
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