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Personalities
in Science

A Bell Rang 30 Feet Away,
and Wireless Was Born

HEN Guglielmo Marconi was
, a servant in his parents

Home in Bologna exclaimed, “What

big cars he hast”

et Wi kot arbeien

by prophetc pride, “Wih

ears he will be able 10 hear the st

Small volee of he aie”

Marcon?’s father was a prosper-
ous business man; s mother, Anna
as the daughter of a
lltnown Dublin diile’s fam-
i She wasa staunch SeotchIrish

Prote
musician; she taught young Gug-
elmo to'be an accomplished pian-
3 student of the Hible and 10
tenacious and persevering.
Marconi was absorbed in science
by the time he was twelve. The
only hing that secrmed 3be to tear
is experiments was

his fondness for an old blind man,
and this one small lesure was ex-

telegrapher and was teaching young
Gugleimo Mors code
At twenty he read an obituary of
the Germay Hetarih Hert which
decribed Herte's experiments with
(mm,m.xnguc waves  an

e i he e s
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Guglielmo Marconi

signals transmitted
rough the s vitout ires, just
3 Hert bad iransmitied the spark.
! experiment wu.h the ea
)m,cculul that
of hnnhmakm( Taiure h-
presed a swich oas mght
Bl Fang in a room 30 Tt away.
his first success was followed by
others with distances constantly in-
creasing. But whea Marconi offered
the T

rment the inven-

worthy of attention and his offer
was refused.
er encouraged him to
try her country, and in 1696 he ar-
rived in London with two trunks
full of instruments. The instru-
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‘ments had suffered mightily at the
hands of the customs inspectors,
and Marcon?’s first heartbreaking

nately,
lised that he had 3 revolutonary
invention which might y
make it posible 1o communicate
with dhis at sea. Less than one
year late i

o eaploit wirees teegr

ation was A'ummd
and

Despie occasional fascos, the
ireless received world-
s were built

3

ships. But Marconi was not con-
tent; bis o _unite
Europe 2 by wircle:

im for not
it had sleady wrought, and
the cost of establishing the trans-
jons was prohibitive in
the face of possble failure—yet he
was determined to try.
Faced with disaster at the

stroyed in a storm, Marconi stub-
bomly spent 3 yei rebulding it
d the Newfound-

almost _ insurmountable
against him, but in 1901 the first

GUGLIELMO MARCONI

signal—three clicks e three
o Nore sode o rough
to the English station and Gug-
liclmo Marconi’s dream was a re~
ality.

HE TREMENDOUS news was
received with large doses
scepticiom, and to il forever.the
doul s Marconi decided
o build a rcgnhr station for_per-
manent tra ste of
B copeonma wabs, 5o, ot
foundiand. But more than spti-

overcome. The
ol cempany " thoe owned the
trans-Atlantic * cable threatened
legal scton,If the wirels experc
s dida't stop, and Marconi

i the dream Tad.
Canada, spurred hy the faith of
Mother England in the experi-
pour

for Marconi before success was
achicved. Then the. tuentysigh-
year-old genius retu

stations s the perfectspot. Her at
Pool he met nineteen-year-old Bea-

trice O'Brien, and her a whish:
wind c were married.
The. honymon. 1ot was, s
charscieristically, the sation




PERSONALITIES IN SCIENCE
Wil sl on the boneymoon

“The company's fun
and London banks reft
ntd.il to further rescarch and ex-
t. A frantic tip to ltaly o
Sk Tusther fmaniog was rutien;
theialian bunks idst ik s
ik cither. Marconi's unly

Bepe seemed t s in roorgaiatn
1he company himsell, He was able
to do Hbut 1t took everything
that he had. Instead of better
times, things just got blacker. His
frst son was stricken and died at
‘months; German and Amer-

myting he could musir
began the rebalding of the

Bay station, and did all in his power

to convince the world that wvml:ss
had commercial possibilite
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In less than a year the station
had been rebuilt, the first lawsuit
won, and Marcond vas riding
crest of the wave again. The honor
of receiving the Nobel Prie.for
physics in 1909 merely mlurupmd
the steamroller for a brief tm
Having exploited all the
ties of long radio waves, he tared
and by 1927
had tranamited the human voice
from England to Australia. Then
came work with reflectedradio

e

s simplicity,
tedness;

testtribute
this self-taught man
who had never been o  univensty

lon Times in an_edi
torial written at the time of his

eath.

‘When the carly twentieth cen-
tury comes to be surveyed by his-
unborn,  Guglcmo

anifcant character of
o e 1y whw_h our
age is called”



