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The Weird Adventures

of a Young Man Who Was
Shot Into Space in a Giant Rocket

Planet Paradise

A Complete Novelette
By DICK PRESLEY TOOKER

PROLOGUE

JHE last of the Cluns reigned over
1 a tribe of man brutes. Queen
Saga trusted in the gods. From
the sky, in flame ond thunder, was to
come the great teacker, the mate for
Saga, the salvation of fhe people.
Bright eyed, star, planet and atom
watched the move of wniversal Destiny,
Years fled like days. Progress forged on
with one people, degeneration with an-
other. The sun burned on fo light the

way for the races of man.

the juztaposition of space bodies
shifted—the time came.

_,/\\A&\\\\

A sensation brightened the weary

spirits of the carth-born.  Faithless civ-
ilization again laughed at an impossible
venture. James Weston alone felt con-
fident that his premeditated journey's
end was to be the planct Mars.

CHAPTER ONE
THE SCOFFERS OF GENIUS

N THE outskirts of the city, where
a golf course had once been, James
Weston's introment of marvelons sped
inventor’s hand to plunge

into heights and distances unbelievable.
A large workshop, nearby showed the
serious toil and pains that had gone to
te the sensation of the contury. A

high fence surrounded the whole of the
grounds, through which curiosity seekers

‘The rocket-liko tube rested upon a tres-
tle-like stand nearly & hundred feet high
A spidery ladder led up to the body of
the rocket from the ground. Huge glid-
ing wings lay along the sides of the cylin-
der, while from either end extended sev-
eral smaller cylinders, one upon the
other, rescubling a telescope.
earing like ants in_comparison
with the rocket, Weston, the inventor
und builder, viewed it from the ground
in_company with Stanley Monning, an
old aud skeptical scientist, professing to
know much about planets, constellations,
gravity and the stratas of the air a few
million miles above.




It can't be done,’” said Mouning,
shuking his gray head.
Weston drew up his_tall “form and
fixed i eyes upon the shorter ma
““Lsay it can be doue,” sid he, vigr-
ously, his straight mouth set in . grita
line above his stubborn chin.
“Why, man” oxpostuluted Monning,
v i Mars i thity milion miles

believed

the inventor might be vlulem .ml was
prepared to e st the i

"'rm " Weatan was ek t0

“w‘m pmvl have you that it is not1"”

exclaimed  Weston, hix
ey ey boldin the older man's vk
t proof have
fring ¥ wmv or forty million
wiles awiy? A fool’s mathematieal
theory decided that. Do you suppose
that d\mnm ve eye-ghus ut Washington
bervatory is Jarge enongh ok in ok
ok fhity ix milin. miles way? Pa
28 serogiane up Sk wlnor Torty trom
the crests of the west coust Rockies and
e 1 o o it with that telescope
o any other. can't e it!

Il it ity of Atmaphere o nd
wwell if you will, bat, neeording to the
distanee you ostimate Mars to be, you'l
have several million miles of atmosphere
to_penctrate before you name all the
canals. Thirty-six million miles—when
s eye s that far with any

ntrivance we have not, we'll diseover
h thrones of the gods!”"

and your doubting

rove to you
world " that the plnnu Mars can be

Souring i) pityingly.  Weston
wineed, but his trong hands clenched
and his gray eyes fsbed.  Tle went ‘on
anguing.

o foree
oo B
i drving power. 1 don't ned i or

order 1o travel with my
T g s e o s

a
invention.

s

ueh longer
any

planet we can sev from Earth,
“Monning, this is o foul’s ultempt,
Wenton srew morn earuest, “and Ui ot

not insane. 1 don’t believe: Mars is mor

have gliding wings and reverse charges
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of s for brakes. 1 will lave to do
sobing but e during tho i
Journey. Timed igu et off the
e Wl 1 areive within e gravity of
Mur which presents at thix moment a
im Ockompd ido e, That
infringed upon by any othe

plmm u mmy Sbergun kot
Mouni

e ted ‘models, wnd youe have re-
turned to earth that I have fou

*“Probably fell into the sea.” Monning
mittered.

Weston. glaneed at him suspiciously,
then went on fluently:

L haye placed cartridyos lusive
ut both ends of the rocket. It will move
cither forward or backward at my will.
The gas chambers can be recharged any-
where vnh materials inside s

by realy for
i zlghl o’elock lan(gm T n-.n
e the earth, und sor hope it
will be novr to retar. It apy .ppm: that
you seofters of genius could at least wish
me well. You laughed at Fulton and his
ateamboat, but you ride in them now;
you scoffed at ‘telegraphy, but you're
talking around the world today; you
smeered at men because they believed it
way possible to fly, and now ai
pusy over this eity evory day cm
your muil. Why not believe there is at
Jest o clunce of racki_svother
planet

““Your beliefs are o radieal and op-
pased to the beliefs proven by years of
rescareh undl invostigution,” said Mon-
ing, “‘that T could bardly think seri-
oy of your foolish attempt. You are
youn: yot and still precocions—depend
o youth to ho preeocious when it thinks
it knows something of seionce. 1f you

ry this folish, dangerous prank,

doit, ut Tadvs yor to s i up. T

z

Whie talking they hud approached an
iron gate leading out into the field
around the rocket’s inclosure. Weston
unlockedthe gato with a key from his
pon Monning out.

““I think you will bave quite au audi
enee tonight—depend upon the Ameri-
m ynl:he Hor thut,” mid Monning at

" indicatiog the kngs o ! peosle
W'rmg up at the rocket fr
i gt el
forget you toright. T wish you the best
of luek in the interest of science.”

A sareustic note in the elder man's
voice ook the pleasure out of his fare-
ol o Woston f was woresthan etk

who knew of him he could desiguate not
one who \ax in sympathy with him.
suburban car ummed along its
track thice blocks away. Monning hus-
ried ot to meet it und rturn 10 the ety
Weston watehed him go, then at & ques-
tion from a workman in overalls, w}
had approuched him from the work-shop,
he returued to his preparations for the
wmost_audacions expedition ever con-
tomplated by man.

CHAPTER TWO
INTO THE INFINITE

REFORE the atternoon vas hait m
the sky grew overcast with he
Iul' rhanel, dom. plariii
re clogyed with
e i g e b tie
dry, nm city took on  dreary and gloomy

m intense excitement bumed in the
br\-ll o may all through the after-
nation's eenter of ac-

oy, ld{frlph, cable, telephone and
mul- spread the news of the coming
naation—man’s first attempt to reach a.

n Ianet.
'rnmuhm all the excitement, ridi-
dominant. Even the most radi-
oo emtits wore

e inventoe wes saking,

eston had told Monning, the public
mﬂcukd or poked fun at the product of
amother man’s hard work, while theie
forefathers had passed through the seme
eondiion procuing (be atcem of ather
wanders of the world’s progressing in-

dustry.

Whatover the public thought of
Wedon and hi roue. they oeked fo
witness bis start. long before the time
of departure an immense erovd gathered
bevoud the danger signaly outside the

rockets inclosure. ven vehicles,

along the
police, with dulied foree worked i
cessantly to prevent d

oux spetos T paking the fure

Mot tou elose o the rocket, glistening
through the misty atmosphere.

Jabley Mensing, ik taidatita
e developments on the out
it of the entl womd, AR for
deoutla, errommion

ning. not react to the
nmurh of his trend, Despite bis effrts
1o shuke it off, a fecling of awe was



arising in Monning. No doubt his talk.
with the earnest Weston that morying
had caused this. At any rate, Monning,
bard-headed and stubborn as he was,
felt, somehow, that he was about to wit-
beginning of a magnificent

‘Weston blamed himself !ur their lack
of faith—he bad never made any frien
Even in college his time had been taken
up with his experiments. And yet he

wait impaticatly fo the time of is do
parture, a departure which would leave
behind no sorrowing anes, nor leave him
with any regrets in his heart.

At s few minutes of eight o'lock
Weston mounted the ladder leading to
the door of the rocket.
searchlights played upon him s he
i m-vu«h

imbed e dgplag wimce.
phere, Westoa disappeared inside
et Tho searchlights peused on -

ni

great throng seemed to hold its breath as

tes ticked ou toward cight
‘menacit

‘moster lay pointing into the heavens.
Five minutes after Weston entored
rocket, a great beam of dazaling

light ﬂnhud out where the rocket bad
stood. mpanying i, a terrie.
rinding ror suonk-th entie viity,
Automobile windows were ke by the
ock; spectators on f
hrows, whie & powertal wiad et
over them, carrying every light

object with it from the senter o di
turbance. Panic , and then was
quieted by sight of the powerful beam
o lght hining down through o jugged
clouds. Around the gaping
hale, it up by the dasalng whts Teht,
the gray vapor twisted and tumbled ax
though some mighty vortex of wind wax
whirling heaven-ward. A distant ~umble,
ke peals of thunder, ralled incessantly.
As suddenly as the beam of light had
blinded the wpectators, it drew up
through the rent in the enshrouding
clouds and disappeared.  As quickly the
muttering thunder died away from far
a The great crowd, with little
thought of the damage ‘wrought, dis-
‘persed slowly, many with a great awe in
them.  Monning ! in the rear
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seat of his ear, and his friend was
strangely silent on the way back to the
city.

The terrific shock of the first explos-
ion rendered Weston unconseious. The
spoed at which he was traveling was

lous, Three thousand miles he
had traveled before he awakened slowly
in the depths of the cushioned shock
absorbers. It seemed to him that the
ke e et slowly. He knew
a8 in a dream that his engine was await-
ing the explosion of the next cartridge
of gas.

Tt came, and the rocket tore on at
terrific speed through interstellar space.
A ponderous weight crushed Weston's
strong frame. His body was flattened
out in the depths of the great cushions.
Weston did not grow quite unconscious,
but he was unable to move hand o foo.

Six days the rocket roared on through
the sky, passing afar the outermost

consei
tore on like a comet, plunging

mile through the infite oid at the
urge of the explosions behind,

Across interstellar space tho rocket
sped into the whorls of Mars's gravit;
AU first it was almost imperceptibly
that the rocket reacted to the magnetism
nf mu wmrl.lng pllnet, then slowly it

then, faster and
mm ey Tushed, toward sub-

o grew conscious of the change
of Nmoephors. A Gafaabl roar mia
apparent, though his ears were almost
deatenad to al domnd. But Wten

the sound now above all was the
rour of daplaced sir, s mewnt 5
planet body!

With tnnte shrvnem, but gignste
effort. Weston threw off the switch
igniting the driving cartridges. Again he
found another switch and threw it ove
8 curotign i the fore et o she
rocket exploded with a terrific hiss and
rumble. The rocket wavered in mid-
air, ightly, then rushed on,
while & funnel of livid fire spouted from
the rear. Weston set off & second, and
then a third charge. Once the rocket
shot fifty miles backward, but the
churges were light, aad the qraity
draving it again took eff

A!mhmwmmoa,m
gas split the stmosphere with rending
fury, and an instant later Weston, in
half conscious state, felt a crash, a ter-

rific jolt, then silence, while a sensation
of falling into unfathomable, illimitable
space possessed him.

CHAPTEK THKEE
THE LAND OF THE RED MOON

VAESION umibenad witk & 1y o
light in his eyes. A great
beat upon him. He tried-to move, w
his tortured, starved, thirst-parched
body refused to obey his will
Blnking wonderingly . the light
ahining through the interstices of th
ventilators in the nv.knt

himselt. He succeeded o little and his
memory returned, Al the terrible
flight came back as an unbelievably ter-
rible dream.

Maundering through his thirst-parched
lips, Weston

He drank from the running stream with
greedy gulps.

With the queaching of his thirst, he
found more strength, and worked upen
the cover of s larder, which chest iow
rested over his head. Most of the can-
Tots cume tambling down on bis
and from the pile of provisions thus pre.
eipitated about him he selected a can of
milk and, after an exhausting struggle,
cut.open the can. He found to his dis-
appointment that the milk had hardened

into mass.Resting on his back.
he nibbled the pulpy masy.

Many times he felt an impulse to wolf
he entlre bit of-tood
He d

¥ s to i shat oceasionally and.
trom afar he heard & mouctonous chant,
as of spirit voices. He fell usloep, with
the strange, lulling sound in his ears.

Wheu e next awakened a red light
glowed about him. trangeness
it kept him lying still and Giskig.
He fet & quee lightuss, bt reasoned

it cause that.
be turned aver on the cushions it
was 1o experience an ease of movement
little short of magieal. But on strug-
gling to a sitting posture he fonnd how
terribly weak he really was.

After another drink of water Weston’s
brain clearer. He thought more
rationally and felt a new interest in his
surroundings. He managed to eat, with-
out dangero

The food strengthened him a little.

‘With this renewal of strength, Weston
experienced an almost irresistible im-
pulse to investigate the phenomenon of
rod light. But he mastered this feeling,
reasoning that he was not strong enough



to cope with any elements or dangerous
i o m outside world.
again dropped off into dﬁl’
um and he th thought be heard
last moments of consciousness, the
l(nn‘e, faint chant of voices.
It was several deys before Weston

A marvelous sight met his cyex.
Low near the broken horizon far away

a red molten disk flooding the land

with its blood-dyed rays.

Jerged s ey vest vllty covered by
an unbroken forest. There was mo
breath of wind. and in the stillness of
all reignod awe.inspiring sublimity.

A great joy welled in Weston’s breast.
He had suceceded! The strata of Mars

now lay below him and under him and
around him—be was upon that planet,
and it wes » world like the
terribl .

earth. The

mird, after he had thought a short time,
that the white savages believed him a

PLANET PARADISE

g0d; s strange coming would sccount
for their entertaining such a belief.
Sm.lmg at hls forethought in lnpp‘J

opened the rocket door, and, climbing
out, dropped to the ground easily.
Again, as a result of his drop from the
ekt dos K bucasie swnse of the
taess ity and surmised, wit
titaction, that this slose would ,xv.
advantage over the inhabitan

E
!v

One of the whiteskinned _bairy
vonmpm caught sight of Weston
beneath the rocket and eried

ery resounded

about while the white savages 1o apon
their knees in worship.

“Peace to you I mean
Weston called to them, then quicl
stlled s tongue. They knew nothing
of bis language. Tt would be 3
of time for him to lpuk

ithout more words, Weston moved

position. As he had thought, the rocket
had fallen on the slope of & great ridge,
o

mountains
of the rocket had plowed a groove down
lope until its nose struck the bulge

of & small hill and buried itself there,
thus bringing the rocket to a full stop.
ed sgain out over the

forest below. He heard a loud, weird,
e ry sounding fer away from
the depths e e Tho et
the eerie voice of the wild chilled his
i o

Weston studied the men. They were
tall, slender, and sinewy of body, but

retreat into his cabin when the kneeling
ranks opened and one whom he had not
seen before came slowly forward.

only woman be

symmetrical body, moving
tnuymmmnarmw;nmh.
crmpleied s plears e

“Werton had mown litle of women
on Barth; he had never given them any

“Vola! Vow the

of his time. The urge of his genius

her servile attitude,
ently to her feet.
sho stood with bead alghtly

Ereot, she
above bis shoulder. ton could not

thrilled as, with Lis hand in
hers, she poiuted off toward the moun-
tains aglow anc the' ey rayn of the
blood-red plae

CHAPTER FOUR
CHILDREN OF THE FLAMING ORB
THE ageold instinet to bave and to

Inwod her down to the band nf ‘white

g
e of the men 10 the ey down the
slope on which the rocket bad lodged.

on cither xide of Weston and his fair
3

Looking back over his shoulder.
Weston saw his rocket dully
in the light of the red planet. All
v  strange, peacell quict regn.
ed, bro ly by the ery of
Slest ot of the o Thn was a new
traly—a. f beast and
n\.mudhummhk.,-ru-phm

generations ago.
““Monning,” be muttered, T wish T
bad you bere.”
HQ fell silent st the quick interest
by the beautiful woman at bis



At the foot of the slope the company
erashed through s dense brash thicket,
thence to enter under the silent canopy
of the forest. Weston marveled at the
the trecs that towered about him.
resembled the Sequoia species on
th and the lest of them seemed 10
Earth,
e, o e U company
continued on through the forest at u
slow pace. Weston's weakness manifested
itself. He grew quickly tired. But he
endured his growing fatigue grimly,
while ho discovered that he traveled
faster and with groater ease than the
S man, Thlr movenents seemed o
trifle slow to him, weary as he was.
e i ad ot ot o af sl

the comp: 0 a halt at « word
from the woman. Several of the men
went on ahead. Weston leaned against

harm from these pcple he di

owing his, weakness, and remuined
mndm[ and on the lert until the
scouts sent out ahead returned and the
hml ed

was aware of the woman
n-am‘ ll[hdy at his e e =
different from the rest. Her step we

sure and graceful; she traveled ma
with head high, while the males move
at a crouch like beusts on the trail of

meat.

Gaunt and baggard, Weson stunbled
on with his savage red light
faded. The su’s ove slowly blotted

beam lired down throngh the top of
the giant trees. Weston saw u pather-
like creature glaring at him from u
clump of bushes. A suake with queer
lv waddled like a toad out from be-

his feet. Two birds, bright
T |h'nd white crested, with long legs
and bills, fiapped over the heads of the

compan;

A hddln glare of sunlight blinded

eston. in it and stopped
with the rest of the band. Slowly, ax
his sight came back, he swept the grand
view ahead.

The band hud halted on the brow of &
ridge, the sy 3 side of which drupvnd

ahead, almost barren of trees.
endnape dmpped atan anglof S
legrees for a great distance,

hrmm up at o b o s b
stream. Far to the right a large l..h
gleamed in the morning sun and to the
left and directly abead towered stu
mmnulmnwumxluw«mh-d
trom the rocket's landing place,
mt tar gros tho cppocite aske of
e atream far below, & series of cliffs
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stretched row upon row into the sky.
Gt guben e e their gray faces.
round holes, tiny
mmu,h d..u.u, bt videty wiadows
and doors in the dwelling on the cliffs.
They looked like swallow nests, but e
Weston looked a human figare emerged
from one and disappeared into another
dark opening. Weston divined that this
was the home of the white savages with
whom he had traveled thus fa
The band of savages moved
the sope, Westm v on Witk ey
the wander of the land engrossing h
until he hardly knew the weariness r
his body., A fronding plant grew thick

dead animal over his shoulder.

The foot of the slope was at last reach-
ed. A branch of the great forest behind
stretched down off the ridge fotnspes

here. The band of troglodytes with their
Earth visitor had come within a hndred
feet of the dense growth of trees and
when a hoarse shriek soundel
from the depths of the thicket. Westou
saw his escort stop and grip their clubs
tighter. Fear startcd their eyes. The
woman gripped Weston’s arm, and while
the company stood inctive u great
monster of reptilisn species hopped,
‘grunting, out of the mass of foliage.
Zameni! Zameni!” Weston heard a
‘mumber of the males exclaim in fright-
ened voices.
reptile, at & single leap, came
within fifty feet of the company. The
Bl tarued and ten o eome, Weston
d the woman alone remained faciig
tho eptk. Wagging i angaroo head
from side to side, the monster rose ou
it great biod legs Sopping s e
foot tail the
seoch flld the

“Vola ursa, Vola ursa!” the suvages
r_nad as the monster hopped forward

* Weaion drow b sutomate piatl .
leveling it at the point where he be-
lieved the heart 1o be, he emptied his
ot thetarge ey e fct sy

A thin stream lood spouted from
P e
the bullet holes with ita dog-clawed fore-

7

feet. Grunting raucously, the creature
dropped to all four feet and crouched
there with nose in the undergrowth.
Weston slipped another elip of cart-
Tidges into his gun. Taking aim at the
long neck of the crouched reptile, he
‘poured ten moro p.n.mmgnu,.inw it.
A Ndsous shrisk remumided o the
koo, mumbed i m.m.
o o

elifts
s aah o
the woma, be Jped vy . G o
escape the first great leap of the animal
in its death agony. In frenzied leaps,
carrying it thirty feet above the ground,
the tricken ereature roared and fought
about the foot of the long slope. After u
few minutes of tearing up vegetation and
soil, the reptile leaped away toward the
siree.

m his retreat behind a screen of
boshe, Weston ook up at the i
dwellings. Many women and children
were seureying up to safety, while others
down from far above, peepiug
. doors and parupets of
their stone houses.

splashed out into the broad

cataract.  Slowly it weakened and af
last the curvent swept it down stream
nmmi the luke shimmering under

"X Joud and. Joyouy sbout arow trom
Weou's omcort 10
toward
T v et o e ehﬂl and
the whole populace poured down off the
% a5 Gown to 6 bunks o the tiver
crying:
“Vola wa ursa! Vola wa ursal”
Weston warmed: he glowed within.
Here vas appreciation aud it wan bis
first taste of it. His heart went out to
the strauge people. He turned to the
woman who was always by his side. Her
lrious, i hexd s trows back,and
her great, soft, brown eves held his tri-
umphuutly. Fathuo Tl trom Woitan
uoyant spirit. The
c\m:p-ny “moved ko the shallow stresm,

chunting

“Vola, Vols, Vola wa urss. Song
Vola! sang Volal™

They erossed to the opposite baak and
oined the erowd waitiug t

“Peuce to you, wonderful people,"”

Weston cried {o them, his eyes burning.
with

& rock-ban
lmdlmh wlevel wall. of smooth stans
was reached roofed by

ed solid, carved mar-
"The woman led Weston through &
tone doorway near the end of the walk.

ble,



The pelts of unknown animals lay on
the floor beyond and were draped sbout

center of the spacious room, the light of
which flickered oo weirdly carved pic-
tures on the walls. Overwhelming fa-
tigue again possessed Weston. He sank
down on a heavy robe of soft fur and
fell asleep almost immediately.
o The red ight again parvaded all when
akeasd, Ho s the women siting

in tho doorway, The rod light set her
mpeb had 1nd shoulders n.mmg She
seemed to s he went out to join
he ,--ymbohal spirit of the wonderful
land.

‘Weston sat down beside her. She took
but little notice of him, yet he knew
that she was disturbed by bis presence.
Atter a moment sbe pointed to the great,
molten disk in the sky.

Planen or,” said she reverently.

In his own on_uncon-

ly interpreted it as it sounded. He
called it Flaming Orb.

A maiden came up shortly with  plat-
ter of meat and a large bowl of water,
wh».h she set down before Westan, and,

ot ony. o al‘emd
oo G the et b bt
i togother whie the red ight ryd
Flaming Orb suffused them with its sof¢
radiance.

CHAPTER FIVE
THE FIRES OF REGENERATION

DAY dawned agsin. James Weston
found his whole soul enveloped in
the about him. The new
land was not a hallucination, but Earth
was that. Electricity, steam, gas, air and.
water vehicles—they were all phantoms
of e pea Ee oduld mdxy believe that
he was of that age
mirvons dewiopment
Fodion knew it o thos ponpe b
was significant of some great
Fiecarned mach during the st day he
spent with, the woman who so strongly
and strangely influeaced him.
o0 el Tl Sagas and Woston
learned that meant Magnificent. The
lpptllluou Vola, given him by the peo-
meant Wonder. Saga traced with
T s of arud plotlrs prophecy.
ing the coming of Vola, the Wonder. An
ancestor of Saga’s had drawn these pic-
tures, and slowly the whole of the great
‘plan of Destiny unfolded before Weston.
Saga aided this after Weston had stu-
died ber language for more than a
sl Tie simpleneas of the language
captivated Weston, and it was not long.
Dafor b could 1o the masioal phrss
of the woman's tongue. He found no
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oo, prefses nd sifizee to ponder
over; the language contain

words needed for the conversing of bt
ers, home-makers and lovers. The very
essence of the tongue was life itself, the
elements of infinitely simple existence
and the features of nature.

Queen Saga told Weston that she had
ruled the tribe for ten years. She was
the last of a dying race. The old tribe
of Cluni, Saga said, could write history
with pictures; they understood the cle-
ments of architecture; they used cun-
ning methods in capturing game: they
were the ones who had forseen the
vantage of cliffdwellings and had wo

0 s afer war throogh thei superior
military tact

But the nvln- of wars bad ruined the
tribe of Cluni. Inter-marriage with
lower tribes had lowered the stand:

race. of low-born cap-
tives, taken in battle, gradually took the
‘places of the superior warriors who had
been killed. Saga’s grandfather, seeing
sorry end of the supreme Cluni,

supt
a. alaw that none of the pure-blooded

e Chun ot Saga’s grandfather. In
lining years he taught Saga the
policies of government.
Noar the time of Hi deth, Pag. the
grondintior of Soge, bad o
& groet fame of 54 I the Ay tt
slnred through thn ved radivaco of the
Flaning Ort, sirack the topn of he
mountains widh Thander that shook 0
forest and mountains and brought with
it  terrible engine of the gods. Out of
that engine came, after & time, the pro-
genitor of the superior race of Cluni.
Fag believed that the vision was a di
vine revelation, and he taught Saga to
hdm: as he did. -m n Fag died, leav-
last o ure-blooded, intelli-
£t Clud o ol ove th fribe o slaves
while she waited for the coming of Vola
the Wonder, which name was given

with spirit fire. T tgok no mate. It
was the will of Flanen Or. A thousand
times the Flanen Or faded in the light of
the Great One while I watched for vul-
et pi it
And then T sa

o Fag's Vision, Terible
thundér sounded afar and from on high.
All my people hid in their houses.
watched from the cliffs in Flanen Or's
ht. Fire shot down out of the sky; it
lighted the forest s the sun lighta the

forest: The great mountains across the
alley ith it—the cliffs shook
and trembled; a thunder like was never

had pointed and 1 led my peaple there.
“Eight times the Flagen Or faded
with the coming of the Great O
my people prayed before the monster on
the mountainside. From the sides of it

saviour of the Clurfi, and I am yours; it

is the decree of the gods. T bow to it.”

The tle waa anded while Wmun .na
the edge of

wi

color. The great lake t0 the left of them

and the river directly below gleamed like
golden mirror tinged with

a polished,

scarlet. A mystic, fiery nimbus hovered
over all. Weston had watched it many
times since his coming, but mow the
‘woman's strange story, woven into it like
a fable of the ancients, struck an awe
within him.

‘Weston had not the heart to tell Saga
that he had not eome from the gods; that
be was aly  oommon martal from
e advanced from hers

estood e nluplt

He already un
hn»g\up well mouxll 10 learn that she
had perfect faith in his divine origin—

and he did not wish to shatter her faith.
Alow fime s 1p Warlan's i t

His breath eame quicker and slowly his
lips parted. Saga was very close.
Down below in the clearing under the

elemental; no food but to satisty genuine
hunger; no clothing but to hide; no orn-
aments; no luxury; nothing but the
straggle to live, mate, then die.

n.
A heavy volce broke the silence. Wes-

ton and Queen Saga turned. A male

fnelt on the carved ledge behind them.



An'. Clunet,”” said
male obeyed,

iyl superb speci
kind: mq-.ndbmnmnmm
2oms it thas tham il the sther
males. The man stood in respectful si-
lence until Queen Saga bad again spoken.
D6t Wal's g0 t0 war with e

‘The queen dismissed him and spoke to
Weston.

“*He has traveled far toward Flanen
Or’s home. The Waken's abode there-
they are our enémies. Clunet says they
are weak and Clunet tells o lies.
loves me.”

Weston said nothing, but the revela-
tion_of Clunet’s 1m disturbed  hima.
Again Queen Sega’s

oo ot peinitive lils twalind bia

s

object mear
et fhe it o1 "regraezation,
which Weston believed was degeneration
also. Which ever way he turned he met
a symbol of the elements. Behind him
was a stone cliff, under him lay a hand-
tanned pelt of a wild animal, before ki
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‘i bi deiy to acyuaint mem of Eurth
with the facts of his we

ery. But the prophecy of Fag, uuldb:
filled if these

ing to wonder how had ever been
a reality to hit

The low fame glowing in Weston's
reast waxed r, grew brighter,

consumed more of his cultured exterior.
He warmed with the effect of it. It set
his blood tingling. One moment he saw
himself king of these men, the next mo-
ment he berated himself for thinking
such thoughts.

Queen Sega could zot understand

‘Weston. Sh:hdhntmﬁu.lndlhl‘
‘was that Weston was the mate sent

T the gods Puhbrbeated

‘Weston rebelled against her advances.

This reaction of his ssddened her. She

her one who cared ittle for her.
‘But the mind of Queen Sega was as

empty void compared with the intricte

intelligence of Weston. 's method

SIS N it TN 4 Bt
over future effects
he was cautious: he looked through s
telescope of history toward the inevitable
consequences of what he did.
man snd the woman
and

Weston spent
with Saga, that bloom swelled nearer to
matarity.

‘The next day and the next Queen Saga
drew upon her resources of charm in

who kuew what he knew and fought with
his

weapons.
But only the dark mouth of & eliff-

dwelling yawned at him, aud the stone

p-npegludm‘dmgmbmkalm.

rom  one Iy S

The kmowledge of what he might bring

to Earth if be could return troubled him.

And if he became heart

maia o2 flo Mass wona, be knew e
to Barth.

eble imowledge would be e
science—in the code of his world, he
would heve failed.

Despite the fact that he knew he was
growing to love the life of the new found
people, thus putting Mimed? frther

what Earth meant
m Weson ted eephored with
the men of Mars. He learned their hon-

play of
light Weston's mind was fevered with
i struggle between his love of this life

esty, nd
for the first time in his life, genuine
‘human sympathy. The Cluni bad faith

in bim and all that be did—they be-
lieved.

Weston joyed in teaching his simple
scholars the art of binding wounds, of
building with stone and making better
Bathery.He fanght e ta ks speses

and to use them.
Wllhmnulndmnuml‘a-!

teach the Cluni everything that he be-
lieved they could learn and which would
be helpfal to them. Always the out-

standing cf ie of the Cluni,
Fhich mada fhen spt popils v el
faith in their teacher. Weston, whose
greatest {ovenionon Eart had calies
down upon him the jeers of the public
found appreciation in this new land for
all that he dit

Cluncts strange plilesophy cheered
Weston; i He
Tt a8 i 1 s o Mo

many times;
““You are the best mate for Saga,”
Clunet told Weston.

n-ndmwﬁuvu(lnnd-hw

which sprang up between Weston and

Clunet that Weston learned of Mulick's
ing of the queen.

Mulick was one of the strongest and

lowest of the tribe. Weston spoke to

she. “I should have
immedi-

He argued
‘against so ruthless 3 murder of ane wko
was a strong warrior.
Saga yielded without further words.

eston’s word was law with ber, and s0
ulick lived to'see the woman he coveted

‘herself at Weston to be rejected
with soft words and subtle, mysterious
actions.
CHAPTER SIX
THE BATTLE IN THE VALLEY

Amudm-mmﬂedlry
‘nears

is rocket could be sent on the retarn



i

Queen Saga noted Westou's restless-
ness und his continuous wateh of the
stars peering through the red mist of the
Flaming Orb. His actions boded il for
her hopes of kevmug him. Tt seemed to
her that was not with her
people.

Woeln lttthe i dwulhm on louo
expeditionsoccasionally and ax Murs
came nearer and ekl
went oftener and ayed awsy longer.
He spent his time looking over the
mechunism of the rocket on the vidge
acroms the valley, Clunet vaw him work-
ing there and reported this to Queen
Saga.

‘He digs beneath the god-monster
the moun 1 b fules v
The end near the sky vow points towar]
ground. Vola dissppears within
monater lso.

.

the 1 hear strange small

Suga did wot speak to Weston about
s work on the rocket. She was suffer-
i the i effects of deceit and secreey
s reticence hud born with-
in her. Unwittingly it u done,
but siovly Sage ted bmrwed the man
of Earth's tactior: her knowledge wix
growing more iovhh\imnd

It was at this that 4 hunting
party brought in the wow that & horde
of Nacos were moving across the valley
uni villuge in the cliffs.
Wenton leand tha thin sould mean but
one thing—wur.

Joining Clunet, Weston went to the
village council chamber with Saga. Here
they planned their defense.

“The seouts wre big-eyed,” said
Clunet. *“They say the Nacos number iu
Hulf that number in truth

they reach the river. Our food store in
the cliffs is low—we cannot endure
through a long siege.”

““Clunet is right,” Suga spoke. “We
st vy them back before they reach
the ri ravage our hunt-

Both waited for Weston to speak. He
was about to sanction their plans when
& man appeared in the doorway of the
chamber. 1t was Mulick, whom Clunet
bad warned Weston against. Bowing
lv-. o hulking, beastlike man asked to

him in.
e had lqunhd down by Clunet's e

‘Weston
“How many Sghting men have wel”
e asked.
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““Five hundred,” Clunet and Mulick
aamrared s ane bresth, and Saga soikind

“Then ot three hundoed ot the

“Weston went on. *“Let one part be led by
Clunet, one by Malick, the other by
iyself. We can then attack from the
front aud both sides.

Mulick’s du«pr we [hlurbd e
neath his s eeth bared
gl g Ao wuuh"l
hnn(hx him gloating over the coming

Ul anl Segn. thovgh they e

sented 1o this. were not so_evidently

plewed ot war k. Bt un escitd
he

.
brokes up before Saga or Clunet found
time o epter any objections to the di-
vision and leadership of the forces.

A grvat number of the Cluni hud
in the clearing below the eliff.
. Women aud children still
wound up the trail to the safety of their

les. The leaders chosen for the
coning batl diridel the fahting men
oxhering &0 b clearing. Weston seut
ot o wateh the movement of
The Nacan. During the diison of the
forces Clunet, who was troubled, spoke
to Weston.

““T do not question those of greater
mind than 1,” said he, “but have you
not forgotten that Mulick is jeslous of
you. and has showed this by word and
et And he desires the queen. Mu
may happen in the heat of h.m. when
one leader s not worthy of trus

Wiston v Gty o,

““Mulick will forget his troubles in

the eliffs in order that they might de-
fend them in case any of the Nacos ad-
vanced that m. The rest of the men,
imately three hun.

numl ap)
g s sobse g Mponle g

; Weston baving a few the
greater number because he was to take
‘the central division. Mulick was to lead

the left flank and the right.
The lon! Mars day was half over when
le army crossed the river and

elimbed up the long slope to the edge of
the great forest which covered the valley
beyond.

Westou hud thought Queen Saga back
in the safety of the nllﬂ—dwdhnp, but,
to his surprise and ol
Him a1 the adyo of the forest with an
escort o ton men.

““Why have you comiet*" Weston usked

“The

hey »
Queen straightened 10 her
T fight with you,

T am not afraid

Sagu

greatest height.
Vola,”" she declared.

1o die or to live with
H

so
e yes .-n.ue...»d \\-«m they
fired b the
emmn[ l-ulc, lM E\ |dtu« ol' faith and
Tove und courage from a woman whom he

never given any reason to believe he
loved. set hiy blood on fire. He argued
uo more with her, but consented to her
presence with him, strengthening her

s the signal for the churge.  More souts
were sent out al reconnoiter and
the wrmy murched ahead. Mulick leading
the left flank. Clunet the right and
Woton and Queow Sua the suter

hu with wcurs plinting and badies
I(hlum{ in the s ¥ of the
Cluni du-pmm into n.. forest,

The the fi

brighty uun the  excitement
rospectis They were sur-

neant breach-clout, the remainder of his
earthy garments, wax all that covered
him.The automatic, the ammunition of
e oo carsully trvaezed
by rencies,  contrasted
nnn‘-ly with m, mld gt apposs.

Saga, el under

heary quard, siom oonu sren from
bie back. Tn Sega’s heaet the battle was
#s well x already won. Vola who had

humm..na.mudw‘mw
e viokey

1o the left, Maulick set & fast pace

T the heart of Mulick

from the seed planted

erehydum-nulEnHl. Sone o the

tr ripdusieny
eceit had grown

dred man st bia beck, his smbiicn
flamed high, Mulick’s intent was to win
the battle without the aid of either
Weston or Clunet and their men. Only




am-m

““What is it1" eried Queen Suga to
too.

“*A battle is going ou,” he returned.
*“Mulick surely must have outdistanced
us and fallen upon them already.” He

a runner to discover the state
of affairs. The entire force halted and
stood waiting under giant trees for the
runner's retarn. All the while the
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beaten before they began; Ilulhl‘- re-
treating band bad demoralized
Onthnrllilﬁukclnn-lmdh-m
were engaged in hat strife agaiust su
perior numbers. A horde of the enemy
charged down between his men and
Weston's; they spread out behind both
forces and surrounded the entire Cluni
wrmy. Hemmed in on all sides, the
L'hmi fought over the bodies of the

E

w.m the battle yet in progress the

luni were cut off from their retreat to
the cliffs. Certain victory turned to
overwhelming defeat. In the excitement
of the fray the Cluni forgot Weston's
teachiugs of the advantages of spear and
arrow. ~They dropped what they con-
sidered superfivous material and fell
upon their foo with knife,club, tooth and

nail.

battle

command that Clunet bring bi
men pearer the oentral body and await
devélopments.
Uncertain as to what course to take,
‘Weston finally ordered an advance. The
white.akinned nervouly finger-
ing their spears and bows, had not ad-
vanced a dozen spear lengths before the
runner, whom Werton had sent aut. came
panting up, shouting that Mulick was
Ttreting, At nearly the same instant
the forest ahead was filled with running
Cluni.

““Muliek! Malick! Death to him. He
bas betrayed me!" cried Queen Saga.
Weston fired the signal to charge, and
bis men surged forward, shouting their
battle ery. They met Malick’s panic-
stricken

every other desire, am that was what
s-n really meant to him now that she

endangered. His thoughts fled to
The reckt on which ho had ‘spent much
of his time of late. The was
slowly being foreed in the dirstion of
the ridge on which
‘Weston heard s...-. vaice in
Bravely she was erying:
““They can never deteat you, Vola—
win

i ear.

Still the primitive oman bad taith in
hhn;  faith that knew no bounds.
iously asked himself why he
mmmmo! returning to Earth; why
he had thought of leaving this wonder-
ful paradise where human love and faith
and truth were unsullied. What of the
loodshed, the privations and hardships
endored; what of disease! This was
paradise for Weston, and, strangely, the
overpowering realization came to him
hmhlofh-mu.
Crying his eagerness to fight, Weston
thrust his automatic with the last clip of

and took blo' ‘upon mighty blow, while
he heard th

and the Cluni, and, oh, Vola, 1
‘shall meet the gods with joy becaase

are yet alive to save the woman I lovel""
Then he died

CHAPTER SEVEN
‘THE CONFLICT TO SURRENDER
AMES WESTON stooped over the
e

7 Queen Sagnin the hour of defeal.
“‘Man, man,” Weston spoke in
own tongue to the silent ears. “If I bad

i
brought’ your people
Uit you ower ton 1. o thoand
advanced one way and

can
me and the Cluni with thunder and fire
—with your magic. As Clunet believed,
50.do I, and I love you."”

Weston gripped her -uppl. arms for

rom the diretion of the satieed ght

ing. A dozen uf the Cluni came running
v Reiig the qooes's

party with great joy.

went to Mn above the ceaseless cries of

Tt T sk of i feiting
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Nacos might not surround them. Creep-
ing into a thicket, the wmall band
Cluni managed 1o hide from their pur-
suers who then proceeded to search
cautiously for them,

The game of hide-and-seek ended when
@ Naco wazrior caught sight of the quecn
a5 she was being lifted over a fallen tree,
Another skirmish began. Weston knew
Sow Uit the aly pafey toe oo quben
lay in t & well-generale

me.

The slow retreat, requiring fighting at
short intervals, brotaght the band of
Cluni nearer and nearer the rim of the
the diﬂ‘-dwelﬂﬂl!
of Queen Saga's refe
ence to_his saving m cmm with

*thunder and fire. on the
ridge was now in peﬂnl -nmn; oy
Tt held in its chambers a terrible foree
for_destruction. Weston wracked his
brain for a method by which to use it in
battle. A possbility presented itself and
Weston hurried the retreat.

The sunli

ES

g
from its perch high on the ridge. His joy
us and was echoed by the

band. But the sound proved their undo-
ing

8.
A band of pursuing Nacos had man-
aged to cirele around to the front of the
retreating bund and were wearching for
the ereeping Cluni when the sound of
the shouts attracted their attention.
‘With a sinking sensation Weston saw
& number of dark-skinned men slinking
through the trees and eutting, off his
path to the rocket. The Nacos charged.
Swinging his stouc mallet, Weston
urged on his men. Running low with the
queen in their center, the Cluni met the
oncoming . Far behi
the main body of trailers echoed the
eries of their band. Weston heard and
knew that the fight must be short, sharp
and decisive else the main body of the
enemy ld overtake them and all
ehance of reaching the rocket would be

ost.
A dozen of the charging foe fell at
the first flight of the Cluni's arrows,
the lines closed. A stone knife slit
Weston's arm from shoulder 1o elbow;
be parried with his mallet and with &
short jab stuoned his adversary. The
Cluni fought like fiends.  Man after man
£ell on both siden; Weston could feel the
ranks of his men thin, then the tide
turned. The few remaining Nacos fled.
But ouly five of the Cluni remained to
guard the queen. Weston could not hold
them. Shouting triumphant cries, they
S atte tha foding Nosot. G
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Teston riwed thei end betors b saw
itin a clearing a few yards
¢ Nosm, dissovaciag how tom Biic
about and fell upon
the overconfident Cluni. To the last
man they died, and quickly Weston and
ieén Saga, who had hidden in a thicket
throughout the battle, ran toward the
ridge where the rocket rested. Up the
steep slope they pantad, wills helow the
angry Nacos t the forest
on Lhear Lm.l

open the door of the
mm as he il o could
of operating switches
Hecting the red elow of the Flaming Orb
On up the ridge Weston staggered with
the queen close at bis heels.
A thirty foot baak with almost per-
pendicular sides the ridge above
e rocket. . Weston climbed o the top
of this, drawing the queen after him.
Panting, he lay down close to the brink
nnd ,rollng over aud over shifid to 4
tion where, like a bright point of

o, he could e the eviteh that et off
the rocket’s gas.  As he leveled his pistol
t the gleaming peint the forest below
vomited forth a hundred screaming wan
riors. Straight up the slope they came,
swinging their war.clubs and brandish-
ing their knives. Fear gripped Weston's
heart. The target throngh the door of
the rocket seemed iofinitely small. But
the woman’s hand on his arm steadied
him.

“Even now you will save w3 Vla!

she breathed in his ear with &
take of breath. “They cannot win.  You
ore Vola of the gods. My faith in
stronger than myself. The thunder and
e

s
clumd e gl el s gt
calm came over the man of
Fer. 7-, he would save her, though
he was not of the Sileatly ke
prayed thet, the “thunder gad v
would answer to his call
e o covned he slope belaw the
rocket and they were coming fast. The
pistol in Weston's band grew very sti
the front and rear sights lined with the
point of fire that was the ignition switch;
the report of the gun sounded above the
eriea of the savages. Then a hundred
thunders broke loose; & streak of livid
down the slope sweeping all
before it. A powerful gust of displaced
air whipped Weston and Queen Saga
back foom tho bk of fhe i 13
though they were sme
bory St Ayl
where.

Far up in the heavens the great beam
of light died away with the distant mut-
terings of thunder. Tiny eddies of

whirling air brushed the two prone
figures ou the ridge top.
e reigned again. Weston and

ueen Saga cravled back to the cliff
briok and looked below.

rent was torn in the forest at the
Sian of th valley, An uprooied, gant
Il el they
hed.  No sign of the mm,- was p:
preior they had watched some time.
then they saw an arm move up and down
from where it was thrust out of a beap
of stoues. A ghoatly body hung from
the Jimb of u tree. 1t clung for some
time high above the ground, thex
loose and fell o the gro
ment aad sound eeaoed. Weston
1o the woman and took her in his
““The propheey has been fulfilled,” he
told her with a voice that trembled.

E

o, Mulick sood glowering at them
8 shoet distame g, Aud i te e
ment that he saw hi on knew that
Malick had beard s Tt words wud
that the inevitable had wrrived-
would have to fight the primitive e

—the o giva v 0

T would have the

my own. Thow away the

wmagic at your belt and meet me tooth to
tooth.”

The slow fire in Weston's breast burst
into  mighty conflagration. Trembling
with a strange eagerness, he unbuckled
the sutomati {rom bis wint und threw
it'far out into the wreckage below the
Higs 1o avaoted,” Sioety the two
men circle

Mulick tried to clowe in. Weston
fenced, struck him square upon the jaw
and the savage went down. Bleeding st
the mouth, Mulick wes up sgain. The
eratty circling began again, while Queen
Bage wlshed with buriog eres.

Mulick _struck
Wt on the side o  the face wilh the

the stomach of his adversary and, thrust
him off with & quick, strong straighten-



his legs. Again the two stood erect
and facing one another.
A sharp stone bad cut Weston's fore-

They closed ogain. Weston tripped
Malick, but o his own undoing. From
his knees the Cluni swept Weston’s ha
o bomae M it M Soparin 32

with face
who now_held
‘Weston's legs close to his breast. Using
Weston's legs as a lever and the ground
a0 fleratn, Ml strove to eeak ki
oppanent's spine.

Queen Saga picked up a stone and
tried to batter Mulick's head, but

back,” he cried hoarsly,
““back, back!"" She obeyed, but hid ber
ees from the sight of his seeming sure
deat

But Weston strategy.
Mulick was leaning ter torward and
straining ever in that direction. Though
the pain in his back was excruciating,
‘Weston suddenly twisted to on side and
vnexmuud unuek upon his fave, In &
rised Mulick woy on his

et and i,
Almost_exhaustod, the men cleuched
. With tooth und nail and brate
Haitt, thay sow. Koegbiy et i
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any thought of strategy. Straining,
sweating, bleeding, snarling, they weaved
about the rim of the ridge. On and on
they strained to conquer until their
‘muscles would not auswer o the urge of
their wills,

Panting and reeling, they broke apart
and wavered drunkenly before one ap-
other. Mulick fell upon Weston with
hands searching for hair and fingers for

eyes. stepped  back, then
lnunched himself forward with all his
remaining strength—and the man of

Mars went aver backward, with Woston
upon him. Slowly they wriggled over

the ground nnul Mulick’s head hung
the West

the sharp .
A low, dull smap sounded, and Mulick
l.yverymundhmp Rolling off the
eston pushed it over the

her

““You see that T am not of God more
than you,”” he out. ¢
o man and T —you are mine—]

have won you. T will tell you soon of my
poople and how much greater your
People are than mine,

“My mate.” Her voice came low und
her inflection was scarcely coherent, but

13

Weston heard. “‘You have fought the
wman’s fight with the man's wespons,”
she went on. **You arg the better man.
¥ am proud o you and Y am gnd that
the gods” terrible mak-

For a loug timo Weston lay in her
arms with eyes closed. The Flaming Orb
shed its soft, red radianco over all. A
low tramp of many feet sounded in the
forest below the ridge; a low chanting
of voices came to the curs. of the two on
the ridge. A L luni came
out of the forest directly and Queen
Saga ‘iled them from tho ridge. They
came on shouting the news that the Nacos
had fled in fear of the thunder and fire
of the roeket us it left on its unguided
journey into space.

EPILOGUE

Fum- thousand miles from Eorth o
e by planged throuh e -
carrying an invaluable oreation
.,.,,, eternity. Onward the rocket rushed
rough wntrammeled space. By star
and phensty sieite and stom; Troegh
light and darkness-~owward it roared.
nor once fell the alting por
planet’s gravity. On it forged until the
last charge of gas blew out,

Thew, three hundred thousand miles
froi the abode of Iife and substance, fhe
areat gocket, spent of energy, halted mo-
Fionlesy in the heavens; there to remain
hanging in space ntl (he crack of

E END

Doom.
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