Polaris

by

Iate the north windew of my eham-

H.

ber glows the Pole Star fwith uncanmy
All throagh the long hellish hours
And in the

wtamn of the year, when the winds from

bt
o blackness it shines there.

b morth curse and whine, and the red-
laved trees of the swamp muttcr things
o cae another in the small hours of the
moraing under the horned waning moon,

[t uy the casement and watch that stor.

Down from the beights reels the glitter-
g Canlopela as the hours wear om,
while Charles’ Wain lumbers up frem be-
bod the vapour-sosked swamp trees that
sy in‘the migh wind. Just before dawa
Arcuras winks ruddily " from above the
wmeey ou the low hillock, aad Ceima
Burenices sbimmars weirdly afar off in the
but still the Pole
lurs down trem the same place in the

mysterlous eas Star

Hieck vault, winking hiceously like an in
une watening eys which strives to eon
ty tome strange message, yet recalls
rothing save that it once had & message
whea it is

© coavey.  Sometimes,

doudy, 1 can sle

Well do | remember the might of the
preat Aurora, when over the swamp'play-
 the shoeking eorruseations of the'd
Ighe,
e 1 alepr,

After the beam eame eloud:

And It was uader a heraed wa

first
ime.  Still and somnolent did it lis, on

noon that I saw the ety for the

tirangs plateaw 1a s hollow betwixt
itinge peaks.
b walls and its

Ot ghustly marble were
towers, i eolumns,

mw, and pavements.  In the marble

P. Lovecraft

streets were marble pilisrs, the upper parts
of which were carven into the images of
The air was warm

grave beardad men.

and stirred mot.  And overhead, searce
tn degrees from the enith, glowed that
watching Pole Star. Long did | gaxe on
the city, but the day eame mot. When
the red Aldebaran, which blinked low in
the sky but mever sei, had crawled a quar-
ter of the way around the horizon, 1
saw light and motion in the houses and
the strects.  Forms strangely robed, but
at once noble and familiar, walked sbroad
and uader the horned waning moon men

salked wisdon

a toague which I un-
derstoed, though it was unlike any lan
And when
had crawled moie tha

guage | bad ever known.
the red Aldebar
haliway around the horizon, thers iwere

again darkness and silence.

Whea | awaked, | was not as [ bad
been.  Upon my memery was graves tas
vision of the city, and withia my

had ari

soul

n another and vaguer recoliestion,

of whose nature I was not then certain,
Taere: on the eloudy nights whea 1
could sleep, | sam the city often;,some -

times under that horned waning; maon,
and sometmes under the hot,yellow .rays
of  sun whieh did not ser, but which
And
on the clear mights the Pole Star leered
& never before,

wheeled low around the horizon.

to  wonder
might be my place in that, city on the
As
first content 1o v ew the sceno as an all-

Gradually | came what

strange pl

au betwixt strange peak

observant wacorporeal presence, 1 now
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desired o define my relation to it, snd
t speak my mind amongst the grave men
who conversed each day in
I said o mysclf, “This it no
dream, for by what mens cam I prove

the publie
sqaares.

the greater reality of that other life in the
bouse of stone and brick south of the sin-
ister swamp and the cemetery on theglow
hillock, where the Pole Starj peeps lnto
my north window each night?”’

One night as  listened to thy discourse
intthe large square containing many statwes,
1 felt a change; and perceived chat | bad
at lut & vodily form. Nor was a stra
ger in the stroets of Olathoe,Fwhich lies
on the plateau of Sarkis, betwixt the peaks
Noton and Kadiphonek. It was my friead
Alos who spoke, and his epeech was,one
that pleased my <oul, for it was tbe speech
Thar aight
Liad the pews come of Daikos' fall, and

T true man and patriot.

of the advunce of the Inutos; squat, hel-
lish yellow fiends who five years ago bad
appeared out of the unknows west te ra-
vage the econfines of our and
ey
ken the fortified places at the foottef the

kingdom
o bescige our towns. Having ta-
mountains, their way now lsy open to the
platesu, unless every citizen could resist
For the
squat creatures were mighty in the arts

with the strengb of ten men.

of war, and knew not the scruples of
hopour which held back our cull, grev
eyed men of Lomar from ruthless conquest.

Alos, my triend, was commander of al!
the forces on the plaseau, and in him lny
On this
occasion be spoke of the perils to be faced

the last hope of our country
and exborted the men of Olathoe, bravest

of the Lomarians, to sustain the traditions

of their ances who when forced to

move southward from before the

sdvance of the great ic

theet, (even as
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our dercendants must some day flec trom
the land of Lomar) vaiiandy and victor

lously ewept wside the bairy, long-armed,
cannibal Goopbkehs that stood in  their
way. To me Alos denied a warrior's
part, for 1 was teeble and given to strange
faictings when subjecred to stress and
bardships. , Butmy eyes were the keenut
in the iy, despite rbe long hours | gave
each day to the study of the Dnakotie
maenuscripts and the wisdem of the Zob-
sarian Fatbers; so my friend, desiring not
to deom me to inaction, rewarded me

with (bat duty whica was second o

notbing it importance,  To_the waich-
tower of_Thapaea be sent me, there
serve as the eyer of owr army. Should
the Inwios atcempt to gaia the eitadel by
the marrow pass behind the peak Neton
and thereby surprise the garrison, 1 was
to give the wgnal of fire whieh woeld
and aave the

warn the waiting solaters
town trom imvediate disaster.

Alooe | mounted the tower, for every
man of stout body was needed in the

My brain was sere duzed

panses below.
with exeitement and fatigue, tor 1 kad
not siept i many days; yet was my pur-
pose firm, tor I lovea my mative land of
Lemar, and the marble city Olathoe thst
lies betwixt the of Noton md
Kadiphonek.

But as | sto0é in the tower’s topmost
chamber, | beheld the
moen, red and simister, quivering through

pesks

Mormed  waning

the vapours that hovered over the dista!
valey of Benet. And througt am open
ing 1a the roof glittered the pals Pole
Star, fluttering as it alive, and leelsy
Methought i+
m

like & fiend and tempter.
spirit whispered evil counsel, soothi

to traiterous somnolence with a dsmaable
Fhytbniical promise waich it repeated over
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i aver:
“Slumber, wateher, till the sphares,
$ir aad tweaty thowssnd y.

Hive revoly’d, and I retara

To the spot’ where mew I bura.
Oy
To the axis of the shies;

othe and stars that bless
With & sweet torgetfulnes

Ooly when my reund is o’er

Sl the past disturd chy doer.””

Vaialy did 1 struggle with my drewsi-
e, seeking to co

stars amen shall rise

Surs that

strange
words with some le
! hed | the Paakotie mu
wips. My head, heary and re
érooped to my breast, and whea mext I

rat frem

osked wp it wi

& dream; with the

Pele Star grinning at me throwgh a win-
dow trem ever the herrible swaying trees

And | atill

of & dream swamp. =
ireming.

In my oha

d despair [ sometimes

icream fratically, vegging the drea

ad me to waken me ere the
tl up the pass behind the peak
Noton end take the eitadel by surprise;
but thes
lugh ot me u 1 um aot dream-
They meek d
whilit the squat yellow foe may be craep-

a evens, for they

g,

wilst I slesp,

e failed In my
«d the marble eity of Ol
anve proves falie to Ales, my

But aill these
s deride me.

friead and e

hidews of my d
land of Lomar,
that

o i
in

y nosturasl imagiags;
mi where the Pole 81
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e by the

“Esquimaux.”
Aad a1 writhe in my guilty ag

frantie te save the city wh

ld, whem they el

f
Penii every
mement grows, and vainly striviag to sbal
off this wanatural dream of u

nd brick sout




