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[EOREYORD,

With thie iscuc, the third of thc first threo cxperimental
issucs, the publication of ANATEUR SCIENCE STORIES must, we regret,
comc to an end. The eperinent has been an interecting onc of all con~
cerneds Tyro-suthors have haé an opportunity of sceing their eherighed
vorl: published, and rcaders hove been able to cajoy well-written storics
which, for somc rcason or other, were not quitc suitablc for tho pro-
fessional magazines.

The chief rcason for its discontinuance is that we have not a
gufficicnt supply of material, The scven storics in thc threc lssucs
werce all written by threce pcoples This was largely duc to the high
standard upon vhich vic have insisted, vhich scarcd off meny amatour
authors, end vhich eccurcd thc rejection of much of thc material thet
was submitted, But AUATZUR SCIENCE S8TORILS has served its purposc by
cncourcging thosc vho Gid cresh its pagus, and we arc »nloased to rccord
thet VAlliam F. Templc vho, as “Temple /illicns" wrote '"Mr. Craddock's
Lifc-Linc" for our first issuc, has hed onc of his estorios publishcd in
the current issuc of TALLS OF WONDZR.

If, in the future, macteur authors ogain cwvalic to lifc, the mog-
azinc vill be resurrccted. Heanwhile, we invite amatcur authors to
continuc to submit their storics, ané should any them be of suffice-
icnt merit, they will be published in the forthconing printed issuos

It remoins only for us to cxtcnd our siacercst thanke to thosc
vho have supportcd the magezine during its brief cxistcnce, vhether by
writing, subscribink, sclccting or publishing, end to remind cveryone
that therc is now a ruch better, reguler, British scicncc=-fiction moge-
czinc = TALES OF \/ORDIR.
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BEIESAT TROU BRARLY.

Avihie G, Glorig

A groct mony millions of years.ogo, when men wize o drecm of the
€istcnt futurc, thc thiré¢ ship to rccch carth in all history descondcd
through tho perpetucl clouds onto what is now Africs, ané the ercotures
13 hud ccrricd acroas an unthinkoblc ubyss of eprcc lookcé out upon
c vorld vhich would be o fit home for their weery roce. But Eorth
wee clrerdy inhobited by o great though dying pcople, fié since both
roces were clviliecd in the truc scnec of the word, they éid not go
to wor but mode o mutunl cereaient.  For thosc vho then ruleé Eorth
hté once rulcd cverwiherc within the orbit of Pluto, had pleamced
alwcys for the future and cvenk ot thoir cnd they had prepercd Ecrth for
the rece thot vas to come ofter thom

80, forty million ycore after the last of the 014 oncs haé ponc
to his cternnl rest, rien begen to recr.their citice where once the
crchitects of o greater rocc had flung thelr towers aghinst the clouds,
Ang 1n the long cchoing conturics berore the birth of moi, the alicns
hod not been idlo but had covercd helf the planct with their citics
T1l1lcd with blind, fontestic slaves, ond though men knew these citics,
for they often couscd him infinite trouble, yot hc never suspcété:
thot 211 cround him in the tropics an aldor c¢ivilipetion than his
wes plenning bucily for the day when 1t wouléd once cgain venturc forth
upon the sues of space to regein its lost inheritances

OB UL EC R SRRV L EE RS

"Geatlemen", eoid the Presidéent of the Council grevely, “I o
sorry to may that wo have rcceivéd a scvere sutback in our plens to
colonisc the third planct, As yrou gll lmov, we have for many yucrs
been werliing on that plonct unlmiovm to its inhabitants, prepariag for
the dry when we should toke over complete controls We anticipatcd no
recistance, for the people of Three arc at o very primitive level of
Gdevelnpient, ond poscss no weopoas wvhich conla norm us.  korcover,
they are contirually cucrrclling asong thamsclves owing to the cxtro=-
ordlnery nwaber of noiiticzl grouns or "notions" into which they arc
ddvided, & lack of uniwy which will xno doubt be a considcrable help
to our plcns.

“To obtcin the fulless possible jwotleepn of the plenei and its
peoples, e hiave had scveral hundred iaveetigators woriidng on Three,
& nunber in ceclh inportoat city.  Our men hoves done very well, and thriks
to their reguler revorie we now have 2 detailed lmowledge of this
stronge world, In foct, until a few sutes 2go I would have seid that
we knew overything of iiportonce concerning it, but now I find that
wo were very much mistoken.

MOur chicf investigator in thoe country known as Englcnd, which
hns becn nentioncd herc on a numder of occocions, was thot very
intclligeat young student, Cervac Theton, grand-son of the great-
Vorac. Hc progresscd splendidlw with the Englidh, o perticularly
guilcleos race it scoms, and was soon acccptcd into their highest
gocicty, He ceven spont aomc timc at one of their grect cotte of
lcarning (eo colled) but soon loft in disgust. Thoupgh it heé nothing
to do with his reccl purposc, this cacrgetic younf men clso studicd
the wild ~nimale of Thrce, for rcmarkoble though it scems_thore arc o
ot mmny stroage ond interesting crcoturcs roaming frecly over I!.:\rr,c
of thc planct. Some arc actually éongorous to mon, but he lics
conauurcd most of thom aad cven cztormincted .souc specics. It vios
whilc studying these beasts that Cervec mede tho élscbvery which I
fenr moy chonge our whole plem of action. But let Cervac epock for
hinsclf, ¢

cro Cervac

The Presidcat threw o switch, ond from concecled sput
broine of

Theton's voicce rang out over thet asscmbly of the grottuc
linra.

" — comc to vhot 1s the most important part of this comwnic-
ation. For somc timc I hove buen studving the mony wild crocturcs
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nrls of Threc cre divided into four mcin sroups - momaals, fishes,
reptiles oné insccts, ond o nunber of lesscr groups. Therc have beon
mony representotives of the first three clossces on our own pleonct,
though of coursc therc orc nonc now,.but as for as I knov: there have
ncver buun inscets on our world at any timce in its history, Conscquent-
1y thcy attrccted my attention from the first, and I mode & carcful
study of thcir habits and structure.

"You who have never scen them will hove great difficulty in
im~gining vhet these ercatures cre 1ikes There arce millione of differ@
ent types, ond it would takc cgos to c¢lnssify cll of them, but they
arc mostly emall cnimole with mcny Jointed linbs ond with o herd
cmiourcd body, They cre usuclly very sacll, cbout helf o zom in length,
cnd cro often winged. Host of them ley cgge ond undergo o nwiber of
mctemorphoscs before they beecorc perfuct ereaturces I cm ecnding with
this rcport o number of photogravhs ocnd films which will give you a
better idez of their infinite varicty than cny words of minc. I obtein-
cd most of my informction on the subject from the literaturc which has
bcen built up by thouscnds of pationt students who have devotcd their
1lives to watching inscets at work. The inhabitonts of Three have taken
much intcrest in the crccturcs vhich shore their vorld, and this, I
think, is cnother proof that they aro riore iatelligent then somc of
our scicntists would have us dbelicve, ™

At this thore wvere smilcs in the audicnce, for the Iousc of
Theton had alweys been aoteé for its radical and unorthodos: vicws.

"In my studics I came acrose accounts of soLio oxtrrordinary
crecturcs vhich live in the tronical rcgions of the plemnct, ‘Thoy arc
czllcd “tormites® or "whitc cnts™ and live 1a large, vonderfully
orgcnis.d communitios. They coven heve citics - huge mounds, honcy-combed
viith possages and made ot cxceedingly hord motcerials.  Thoy can perform
predigous feots of cngineering, being able to bore through mctals ond
glees, cnd they can destroy most of men's crections whea they wish,

i % ecllulosc, thot is, wood, ond since mon usaes this moterinl
ly he is alweys waging wor on these dcctroyere of his poaces—
crhaps luckily for him, thc temaites hove cvea dendlier
cnemics, the ants, vhich arc a very similar type of crecture. These
tre rosee have been at war for geologicel cgos, ond the outconc is
still unéicided.

"Although thuy arc blind, the temites cumot ohdurc light cnd
50 cven vhen they venture firorn their citice they clucys keop under
cover, ncliing tunncle ¢ conent tubes if ther have to crasc opon
country., They crc woinderfil engincers ond crchitcets, 2id no ordinary
2o will éeflect th f£obn their purnosc.  Their moct remerkedle
anent, hovever, is o biologicnl once Fron the somic cgzis they
con progucce holf o dozen differcnt typee of apecialised crcaturc. Thus
ther cin breud fighters vwith linence claws, soldicres which ecn speny
poison over thcir opponents, woriivrs which act as food storurs by
virtuc or their irmiense Gistenéed stonachs, ond a nurber of other
fratoetic sutations. You will find o full account of tham, os for as
they arc lmovm to the aanturelists of Throc, in the books I om escnding,

"$hc more I rcad of their achicvements, the more I was inpresscd
by the perfection of their social systene It occurcd to me, 28 indécd
it had to many previous students, that a ternltory uay be compased to
« veat nochine, whosc componcnt parts ore not of mctal but of nrotoplasm,
vhosc vheels and cogs arc scperate insccts, cach with some preordained
role to perform. It was not until loter thet I found how ncar the
truth this caclogy was. M

"llovhcre in the termitory is there cay veste or disorder, cnd
cvervhere there is mystorye. As I conaldercé the notter it scamed to
mc thot the temitcs were much noru worthy off our attcntion, from the
pur:ly scicntific point of vicw, than mon hingelf. After &ll, am is
not no veory different fron oursclves, though I shall oY nwny by
ooying so, yet these insccts dre utterly alicn to us in overy wiy.
They work, live and dde for the 'pood of the.state. To thu the indiv-
iGunl is hothing. ith us, ~nd with nes, the state ciists only for
the individucle Mo chcll suy vhich is right?

¥Theoe problang so cngrossed me thet I cveatuclly deeidud to
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study the 1littlec creaturos mysclf with cll the instrwionts at my commmand,
instrumente of which the naturalists of Three had never dreaats So I
solcetecd e snall uninhabited islond in a loacly pert of the Pacific,

the grectost occan of Three, where tho strange mounds of the termites
clusterod thickly, and coastructcd on it a 1ittlc metal bullding to
scrvc as ¢ loboratory. As I was thoroughly improsscd by the crcaturcs’
decstructive powers, I cut a wido circuloer moct round the builéing,
lcaving cnough room for ny ship to 1lond, and lot the ecz flow in, I
thought that tcn zets of water wauld koep them frowm doing ony mischicf.
How foolish that moat looks novs

“"These preparations took scveral weeks for it was not very often
thot I was able to lceve England., In my little space-yacht the journey
from London to Tormite Island took under half a soctor so little timc
wos lost in this way., .The laboratory was cquippod with cverything I
considered might be usefgl and many things for which I could sec no
concecivable usc, but which might possidly be required, The nost
importznt inetrument was a high-powered gamma-ray tclevisor which I
hoped would rovoal to mo all tho sccroke hiddcn grom ordinery sight by
the walls of tho termitery. Porhaps cqually uscful was a very scnsit-
ivc psychomctcr, of the kind we usc when exploring plancts oa which
ner types of mentalities mey exist, ond.vhich we might not detect.in
the ordinary way. Tho dovice could oporato on aay concelvcblc mind
frcoucney, and at its highost amplification could locate & ian soveral
hundrcd milecs away. I wae certain that cvon 1f the tcrmites possosscd
only the faintcst glimmacre of en uttorly alicn intelligenco, I would
bo cblc to dctcct their mentel processosa

“At rirst I made rclatively little progress. With the televisor
I cxaminod all tho ncarecst tommitarice, end fascineting work it woe
following the workers along tho passages of their homes as they carricd
food and building matericls hithor cnd thither, I watched the cnormous
bloatcd qucen in the royal nurscry, laying her cndless strcem of cggs,
one cvery few scconds, night end day, ycar after yoar, Although she
we the contre of thc colony's cetivitice, yet when I focussod the
psychomcter on her the neecdles did not so ruch as flicker., The very
cclla of my bocy could do better than that! Tho monstrous qucen was
only a brainloss mcchanism, none the less mcchonical beccuec she was
made of protoplasm, cnd the workers looked cfter her with the carc we
would devotc to onp of our useful robots.

"For ¢ number of reasons I had not cxpected the qucen to be the
ruling forcc of the colony, but vhen I begon to cxplorc with psycho-
meter cnd telcovisor, nowhere could I discover any croature, any supers
termite, which dirccted and’ supervised the operctions of the rest,
This would not have suprised the scicntists of Threc, for they hold
thrt the termites cre governcd by instinct cloncs But my instrument
could hove detected the nervous atiruli which constitutc automatic
reflcx actions, and yct I found nothing, I would turn up the amplifi-
¢otion to its utmost, put on a pair of those primitive but very uscful
*nend-phoncs* ond 1istcn hour on hour. Somctincs therc would be thoso
faint, choracteristic crocklings we have ncver been eble to expletn,
ut gencrally the only sound woe the subducd woshing noiso, like waves
‘brecaking on some for-off beach, causcd by the masscd intcllects of tho
Planot roncting on my cpraratus,

"I yas beginning to get discourcged vhea therc occurrcd ono of
those accidents which heppen so often in science, I wes dismantling
the inetrtment aftor another fruitlces investigation when I happoncd
to knock the little rcceiving loop mo that it dointcd to the ground,
To my suprisc thc nccdles startcd flickering violently. By swinging
thc loop in thc usual way I discovercd thot the exciting source loy
alimost dircctly umderncath me, though at what dietenco I would not
guces. In thc phones was a continuous hwwing noisc, intcrsporsed
with sudden clickings. It soundcd for all the world like cny electrdo
noachina opercting, and the frequency, onc hundred thousend mega mege
cyclee, was not onc ofi which minds have over been known to fimction
beforc, To my intcnso annoyonce, s you con guess, I had to rcturn to
Englznd ot oncc, ond so I could not do anything more et thc time.

"It wre a fortnight beforc I could return to Termite Island, and
in that time I hod to overhaul my 1little space yacht owing to an olec-
trical foult. At somc time in her history, vwhich I know to have boen
an cventful ono, shc had beea fitted with roy screcns. They wore,
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moreover, very pood roy screens, huch too good for a law abiding ship

to possess. 1 have every reagon to belleve, ia fact, that more than
once they have defied the cruisers of the Assamwbly., I did not rwuch
rcdish the tasl: of checking over the coiplex :xutonntic relay circuits,
but et lest it vos done and I sct off at top specd for the Pacific,
travelling 8o fast thot iy bow wove rust have been one continuous -
cxplosioin, Uafortuiatcly, I soon hwd to slow dowa 2gain, for I found
that the dircctional deon I hod instelled on the island was no. longer
functioning, I preewicd that e fuse had blowm, and had to take observ- |
ctione and navigate in the ordinary way, The accidcut vwas annoying dbut,
not cleming, and I finclly spirale¢ doun over Termite Islend with no
premonition of deager.

"I londed inside iny little mozt, and went ta the door of the
loboratory. As I spoke the koy word, thc metal scal slid open and o
troitendous blast of vepour gushed out of the room. .I was nearly
stupificd by the stuff, and it was some tiluc beforo I reccovercd suffic-
icatly to rcalisc whet hed heppcnod, ithen I rogeincd ny scases I
rccogniscd tho smcll of hydrogen cyanide; a ges which is ingtontdy
fotal to humen beings but which oaly affccts us aftor a considerable
time.

YAt first I thought that there bad been some eceident in the
loborctory, but I soon roriembered thot. thorc were not cnough chemiculs
to vroducu. anything 1ike’ the voluiic of gas that hnd gushed qut., &nd
in cay cose, what could possibly hove produced such an-cccident?

"When I turncd to thc laboratory itsclf, I hed sy second shock.
Onc glonce wee sufficiont to show thot the place vies in ruins. Not a
piccc of epparatus was:recogaigablc, +Tho cause of the danage woe soon
apperent - the pover plent, riy little atomic notor, had cxploded. But
vhy? Atomic motors do not cxplodo without very .geod roason; it would
be bad busincss if they did. I made o caroful cxaminction of the room
cnd prescntly found ¢ nunber of littlc holes coming up through tho .
floor - holee such 28 the tcruites moke when they travel from place to
pleec, My suepicions, incredible though they wero, begen to bo con-
fimaed. It wos not completely impossible that tho creaturcs nmight flood
my room with poisonous gos, but to imegine thct they undcerstood ctonic
motors - that was too iuchy To scttlc tho matter I started huating
for the fragnents of the generator, end to my éoasternction found that
the eynchroniscing coils hed been short-circuiteds 8t1ll clinging to
the shattered raancats of the osnium toroid were the Jaws of the
termite that haé been sacrificed to vreek the 1otore...es.

"For o long tinc I cat in thc ship, coasidering thesc astounding
foetes Obviously, the domago heé becn wrought by the intclligence
I haé located for a moncint on my last visit, If it vore the tcoito
ruler, zind there was nothing clsc 1t could very wicll be, how dié 1t
come to possess 1ts knowlecdgo of etonic notors ond the only woy in
vhich to wrock thcn? For somc reason, poseibly occause 1 was prying
too dceply into 1te sccrets, 1t had dccided to destroy me and my vworks.
Its first attcmpt had been unsucccssful, but 1t might try again vith "
better results, though I did not inegine that it could harm me insido
the stout walls of nmy yacht.

“Although my psychoncter ond televisor had been destroyed, I wne
octn.rnincd not to be defeated so copsily, and started hunting with the
chip's tclevisor, which though not mede for this kind of work could
do it very well. Bince I lacked the cssenticl peychomoter it was
sonc time before I found what I was looking for. I had ta cxplore
great ecctions of the ground with my instruncat, focussing the view
point through stratum aftor stratum and examining any sucpicious rock
that cane into the ficld. Waen I yas at a depth of nearly two hundred
fcet, I noticed a dark mass looning faintly in the distance, rathcr
liko a very large boulder cmbeddied in the soil. But when I approachcd
I sew with o great fecling of clation that it.was mo boulder, but 2
perfect 8‘)}\01‘3 of nictal, aovout twoaty feet in diamctoer. Ky scorch had
cnded, "hcx‘c wes & slight feding of tho image as I drove the bganm
through the nctal, ond then on the screca lay revealed the lair of the
super~-ternite.

"I he¢ expcetcC to £ind some fantastic creaturc, pcehaps a greot
neked brain with vestigal limbs, vut ot a glancc I could sce that there
wes no 1living thing ia that sphcre, Froa wall to unll that metcl-cnclo-
scd spoce was packed with o maze of machiacry, most of 3t very miautc
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and almost unthinkably corplox, caé all of it cliciing and buzziag vith
lightning-1ikc rapldity., Coiparcd to this mircclc of elcetricol
cagincering, our grect television exchainges woulé scem the crections
of childrcn or soevages. I could sce nyricds of tiny rcloyve operating,
director valves floshing tntcrmaittontly, ond stroangly shoped coas
spinning omong noving rinses of cpparatus utierly unlilic enything we
hove over built.e To the uickers of this mochianery, my ctoale gencrator
must have sccreé & toy.

“For perhcns two scconds I gezed in woader at that cmozing sight,
ond then, suddealy oad incredibly, on obliterating veil of interfercnce
slashed dovm 21d the screcn was o dancing riot of foralcss colour.

"Here was soicthing we had never becen oble to producc - £ screcn
vhich the tclevisor could iot penctrate. The power of this strango
creature wos cven greater than I had inagined, and in the foce of this
lntest rovelation I no loager felt safe cven in my ship. Ia fact, I
hcoé o sudden desire to put as many miles as possible betwecn mysclf
and Tormite Island. This lipuls¢ wes so strong thot a ninute later
I was high over the Pacific, rising up through the stratosphere ia the
great c¢llipse which would curve down agoin in England.

“Yes, you may smilc or cccuso me of cowerdice, sayiag that my
grand-father Vorac would not have doic so - but listen.

"I vas cbout & hundred miles from the islcond, thirty miles high
and &lready travelling ot two thouscid milos en hour vhea there come e
sudéen crashing of rcleys, cnd the low purr of the nmotors changed to
o tremcndous doecp-thronted roar as en overloaé was thrown onto theme
A glance ot thc board showed me what hoad heppened - the roy screcns
werc oh, flering beneath the impect of a heavy induction bocm. But
thore wos comparitively little power behinf the dbecm, though hod I
been ncarer it would have been a very different tale, and nmy screcns
dissipated it without much trouble. Ncvertheless, the occurrcnce gave
me an uaplecscnt shock for the morent, until I rcriered that old trick
of electricel var-fore ond threw the full field of my geodosic gencrat-
ora into thc becm. I switched on tho teclcvisor Just in timc to sce tho
incandcscent frogacnts of Termite Islend fall back into the Pacificissea

“So I returncd to England, with onc problcm solved and o dozen
goeater oncs foruulated. How wos 1t that the Termite-dbrain, as I
supposcé the machinc to be, had never revecleé itsclf to humens?  They
have often destroycd the hormics of its pcoples but as far as I Xnow it
has never reteliateé,  Yet directly I evpczred it attocked me, though
I was doing it no harm! Porhaps, by somc obscurc meaas, it lnew that
I was not a mcn, but an advorsary worthy of its powors. Or porhops,
though I do not put thc suggestion scriously, it is a kind of gucrdien
protccting Yhrece from invaders such 2s oursclves.

“Somewhere therc is an incoasistency that I connot understand.
On tho one hand we have that incredible iatclligence possessing much,
i1f not all of our Lnowledge, whilc on the other are the bling, relct-
ively helpless insccts waging an ondless wor with puny woapons agoinst
cncmies their rulor could extermincte instontly and without effort.
Behinf this mad systen therce rust be a purpose, but it is beyonf my
comprehcasion. The only rational explenation I ccn conceive is that
for riost of the time the termite brain is contcant to let its subjects
go their own, mechaniccl ways, and that only very ascldom, perhape once
in on age, does it take an active part in ghiding them, As loag cs it
is not scriously interfercd with, it is content to let man do whot he
likes. It moy even toaXke 2 benovolent datcrest in hin cnd his works.

“Fortunatcly for us, the super-tcrmite is not invulncroble. Twice
it niscalculated in its decalings with me, and thc second time cost it
its cxistence - I caanot say life. I om confident that we can overcomc
the crecture, gor it, or others lile it, still control the ronciniag
billions of the¢ race. I have just recturned from Africa, and ternitcs
there are still organiscd as they hove elweys been, On this excursion
1 did not leevc iy ship, or cvea land, I belicve I have incurrcd the
cimity of an entire race and I om tcking no chonees. Until I have on
amourcd cruiscr end o staff of cxpert biologists, I am leaving the
termites strictly clone. Even then I shell not fecl quite safc, for
there ncy bo vet moro powerful intelligences on Throe than the one I
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encountereds  That 1s a risk we rwust talo, for unless we con defect
these beiags, Planet Three will never be sefe ror our kind,"

The Presidont cut off the mcord and tur"aed to the woitlag
assembly.

"You hcve heard Theton's rcoort," he szid, "I cpprecicted its
invorteance and ot oace sent @ heavy cruiser to recs As soon as it
crrived, Theton boarded it eaé left for the Pacifiec.

“That was two days ago. 8liace then I hove heard from neither
Theton nor the cruiscr, but I do Xnow thimi-

“An hour after the ship left Daglond, wo picked up the rodiztions
fron here screcns, and in a very fow scconds other disturbances -
cosrlcs, ultre-coomics, induction cad- tremendous long-weve, low cuantum
radiations such as we hove never uscd in battlc - begon to comc thraugh
in cver increcsing quantities. This leeted for accorly three miautes,
vhen guddenly there came onc titantic blast of caergy, lesting for o
fraction of a sccond and thea - nothing, That final burst of pover
could hove becn couscd by nothing less than the detonation of an eatire
atorilic generatiag plent, and must hove jarred Threc to is core.

*I have cnllod this naccting to put the fccte of the matter before
you gnd to esl: you to voto on the subYcet, Shcll we abandon our plens
for “hrec, or shall we scné onc of our @Ost poverful supcr-drcadnoughte
to tho »lcnct? Ono shin could do as lwuch as cn catire scction of the
Fleet 12 this matter, and would bo scfe, in ceBCevseess.but I cannot
imagine any powver which could dcfeat such o ship es our "Zurconthor',
W11l you pleasc register your votcs in the ueucl way? It will be a
great sctbock if wo connot colonise Throc, but it is aot the only -
ploact in the system, though it is the faircst," -

Thore canc subducé clicks on 2 faint hwiiing of motors as the
councillors presscd thoir colourcd buttons, ané on the tclevision
scrcen oppearcd the words; For, 967; Against, 233,

“Wery well, the “Zurenthor" will lceve ot onco for fhrece This
time we will follow her moverionts with the tclevisor and then if ony-
thing doea go wrmg, wc shall at least obtoin sar.\n idca of thc wcepons
thc cnemy uses, "

Houre later the tromendous nicgs of tho. flagship of the ilertien
flcet dropped thundrously through the outer rcachees of Ecrth's ntilos-
phere towards the far-off watprs of the Pacific. She fell ia the Beart
of 2 tornado, for ncr codtein wos talilag no chences and the vinds of
the strotosphery wore being cnnhilateé by her floming roy scroecns.

But on a tiny 1sland fer over the ccetern horizon, the termites
had been prepering for the attock they lmoew must come, and strongo,
fragilc mochaniems hed been crecsed by & nyriad blind ond tolling
inscete. The great Martion wvarship wae two hundreé milcs owcy vhen
her coptrin loected the islend in his televisor. His finger reached
towardes thc dbutton vhich would stort the cnormious rey gonerators, but
svift s ho woe the clnost instont ncting relays of the termitc mind
were for swifter. Though, in ony case, the outcomc would have becn
the srnc.

The grent spherical scrcens did not flarc even oncc o8 the
cneny strick hones  Their elim raplor of purce heat was driven by only
a ncorc of horsc-povcy, whilc bohinds tho shicld of the wmrship werc
a thousond million. But the feceble heat beom of the termites acver
posscd through those screens - 1t roeched out through hynorspoce to gnaw
ot the very vitcls of the ship, The Mortinons could not check an cnauy
vho strucl from within their defomses. an eneyy to whom o sphere was
no morc a berricr then o hollow ring. - .

The tcrmitc rulers, thosc olicn beings fron outer space, had
kept their cgreement wiith the old lords of carth, ond had saved men
from thc dsnger his cnecstors had long 2go rors\.cn.

But thc wwtching ossconbly knew only thet the screens of the
ship which hod beca blozing ficrcely onc norent hed oruptod in a
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hurricenc of flonc and o numbing cenacussion of sound, while for a thous-
gnd milos cround frogicnts of whito-hot rctol wore dropping from the
cavens,
Blowly thc Presidcnt turncd to face thc Council cond whispered in
2 low, straincd voicc, “I think it had-bottar be planot Two, after £ll.*

THE END,




