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Solander’s Radio Tomb

By ELLIS PARKER BUTLER

Author of **Pigs is Pigs™

Within a Week the Iamates of Qur Cermetery Began to Moue Out.

Hyps

Friends of People Who Had Bcen Buried There Over a Hundred Years Came and

Moved Them to Other Cemcteries and Took the Headstones and Monuments With Them, and in a Month Our Ceme:ery Looked Like One of Those Great

‘War Battlefields—Like a Lot of Shell-Holes.

FIRST et Mr, Remington Solander

shortly after I installed my tirst radio

set. I was gomg i to Newn York on

the 8:15 A M. tram and wus sitting

with my friend Murchisoi sind, s a
matter of course, we were iafking vadio. T
had just told Murchison that he was a lunk-
headed noodle and 1hat for two ceats I
would poke him in the jaw, and that even a
pin-headed idiot ought 1o know that a bulh
set was better thaa a crystal set. Lo this
Murchison bad rephed that that settied i
He sud he had always known [ wus a
moron. and vow he was sure of it

"I von hud enough hwains to Q1) a hazel-
nut shell)” he said, “vou wouidn't 1alic that
wav.  Auvbody bnt a hatf-baked lanatic
would kinow that what i man wwes in radio
is clear, sharp reception aud thafs what o
crystal gives you. You're onc of thasc hali-
wits that think thev're classy if theyv can
hear somec two-cent statior [ive hundred
miles away utter a few faint saneaks. Shut
np! T don't want to talk to you. I dou't
wint to listen to vou. Go and sil sone-
where else.”

Of course, this was what was to be ex-
pected of Murchison. And i I did let out
a few laps of anger, T feel T was entirely
justified.  Radio fans arc always cisputing
over the rclative merits of crysial and hulb
ots, but 1 knew I was right. T was just
tryving 1o decide whether to choke Murchi-
son with myv bare hand and throw his life-
less hody out of the car window, or tell him
a few things 1 had been wanting to say ever
since he began knocking my hulb set, when
this Remington Solander, who was sitting
behind s, leaned forward and tappcd nre on

ths Top of the High Knoll

the shulder. 1 tarned quickly and saw his
long stcepiike face close to mine. He was
chicwing cardamon secd and breathing the
odor Mmto my face.

“My friead,” he said, “come back and si:
with qoe; T want to ask you a [ew questions
about radio.”

Well, I couldn't resist that, could I?7 Neo
radio fan counld. T did not care much for
the looks of this Remington Solander man,
but for tiic last few wecks my friends had
seemed to be steeriilg away from me when
I drew near, although I am suve I never said
anything to hore them, A1l T cver talked
about was my radio sct and some new hook-
up T was tryiug, but I had noticed that men:
who farmerly had secmed to be fond of my
compary now gave startled looks when
neared theam Some cven climbed over the
aearest fence and ran madly across vacan.
lots, iooking over their shoulders with
frightened glances as they ran. For a4 week
1 had z10t beea able to get any man of my
acquairtance to listen 1o one word from me,
except Murchison, a:d he is an utter idiot,
as I think T have made clear. So T lei-
Murchison and sat with Remington Solandér.

In one way I was proud to be invited ti
sit wizth Remington Solander, because he
was for and away the richest man in our
town. When he died his estate proved ta
amount o three million dollars. T had sees
him o:ten, and I knew who he was, but he
was a stand-offish old fellow and did not
mix, so T had never met him. He was a tall
man az=d thil1, somewhat flabby and he. was
pale in an unhealthy sort of way, but, aiter
all, he was a millionaire and a’ member of
one of the “old iamiliés” of Westcote, so I

Not a Man, Woman or Child was Leaf: in the Place—Exccpt Remingrom Solander in His Granite Tomb cn

took thic seat alongside of him with cousider-
able satisfaction.

“T gather,” he said as soon as I was scated,
“that you are interested in radio.”

T told him T was.

“And T’ just hbuilding a new sci, using a
new hook-up that T heard of about a weck
ago.” T smd  “I think it is going to be a
wounder. MNcw, here is the idea: instead of
using a grid—"

“Yes, yes!” the old aristocrat suid hastily.
“But never mind that aow. T Lkuow wvery
tttle of such things. I have an clectrician
employed hy the year {o care for my radio
set and I leave all such things to him. You
are a lawyver, are you not?”

I told aim I was.

“And vou arc chairman of the trnsiees of
the. Westcote Cemetery, arc you no:?”’ he
asked.

[ told him T was that also. And I may
say that the Westcote Cemetery Association
is onc of the rightest and tightest little corpo-
rations i ox'stence. It has been in existence
since 1808 and has heen exceedingly profitable
1o those Iortunate enongh to hold its stock. T
inherited the smalt block I own irom my
grandfather.  Recautly we trustees had
hought sixty additional acres adjoining the
old cemetery and had added them to it, and
we werce about ready to put the new Jots on
the market. At $300 apicce therc promised
to be a trerendous profit in the thing, for
our cemctery wds a fashionable place to he
huried in and the demand for the lots in the
new addition promised. to.he - enormous:

“You haxe not*known it,” said.Remington
Solander in his slow drawl,  which had-the

(Continued on page §04)
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Solander’s Radic Tomb
{Comtinwed From poje (I6)

LIRS0 0 SRR & anaq oo 0 ban oan b 038 Habee et 00 S

A

edoty ol Jettiug hie wr 'rf.-c sFEs et of s
niwuz ’ud drlp dowr. 1is Jump cain Cile cold
mslosses, 1 have L:\ W waking inguirics
reganding yea, and | hzve hotw wewng L
wcak to o, Loam driwing ap a pow last
i aud trstamens, sad T ovact you to Crew
opoone of e efanacs for me”

“Why, aoelzicdy, W Solander,” 1 3aid
weil. 1 -.'rc.-..-'.t'd ur ide. U e glad woooe of
servien o yo

"I am choosiny vou [or Lthe work)” Rem-
ingZor Sakader sadd, Ocrauss veu hnow
sl ove radie @4 T do, and Lecsise yos are
ootruster ol Che ¢oinetery associzbion. Sre
v @ reigions ean:”

“Woll” [osail, a tle ameasily, “some.
Sowr, bul Lo! muca”

"Wo natter,” said Mr. Selander, placiig a
hane o wy arm. T a1 have aiwavs
Yers  Trram: My ea:dest v e mind kas
N0 vl seTivas Caings A omntter of "u o
sir. 1 kave CDm‘Jlll“C a MaEneEscTipl 4
of meliwizus quetztions, hyvces, sernsens zml.'
aplifting Chovghss swhkich new il Looazieey
voannes, - fll oy awn hepdwritiog, oo
Leopaeely, [inwedized cioeey, acl <lus coliec-
Lo is oy wifs ta the world”

“And & pobie one T'mosare,” L osaid.

“Mast nolie)” snid Alr. Solzder. "B,
air, T kawe oot canfinad my aclivities Lo Luc
sy a1 bave ket my epcoun the
proziess af the workd, And T smems o o
that racio, this new awd wondecful inven-
Liosy, 1 e greztest disvevery of al ages ard
wpet glable. Bar, sic, L 65 being Lweisied o
cheay nees. Jrzz ! Cloanosongs?  Woerld
words aad imasic! Thet Lo o remedy,”

MWel” L osatd, it wigll e dens. Of
course, poople ke what -aey Lac”

“some pobler zon's Lke better Twngs,”
saed Remiiaton Soliavler solenuly.  “Somc
more worlly mee zad wamen wil weloome
cobler radic kraadessing. Loomy wiil T
ot astee aowe el ion Coll
and maintain a braadeasting stazion l}.‘ll wi'll
broaccasl oy 1wy lowrlocn  volams of
hvipms nad nplifting muatessal. Hvery day
shis patier will ga forth—:omors, lusnres
or, prekititien, aoble thecghts aed relizions
Qo3

L assuredl Lo thit seme people teigh? Lo
plad to gut ~hat—that a lol ef poesle moght
in fzel, #nd that T eowld wrils thal o Lis
witl wizhait ary Leovble,

“3007 said Remingtm Solander.  “Thut
the iz alrendy ooy il What T erans vou
to owrite (e ey Wil Is acothes ofaase T
fucni Lo boaid, in vear cometery, o hisk class
and iwperiskiakle geante cemb foe myself. |
NI ,)lilf‘c it v Thas I(-'-hll—th:-:t high kroll

de ki 1« st ~.11n' i xan m\lel,y. Whiat 1
2 0 classe
oro»x-hw' fur tl v -;“rpt"n.-l care £ad mainte-
nance 07 e e, Lowant tooset aside m-e
Rinéred thousawd dellace for that puepose”

"Well” Lsanl ta ke 31r\9 aced mitlicns
aire, ©L l‘m do zaas, toa)”

Yow," he ageaed. el 1 want toegive bn
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my family and rzlations the remaining mil-
lion and a half dollars, provided,” he said,
accenting the ‘“provided,” “they carry out
faithfully the provisions of the clause pro-
viding for the gerpetual care and mainte-
nance of my tomb. If they don't care and
maintain,” he saxl, giving me a hard look,
“that million and a half is to go to the Home
for Flea-Bitten Bogs.”

“They'll care and maintain, all right!” I
laughed.

*I think so,” said Remington Solander
gravely. “I do think so, indeed! And now,
sir, we come to tie important part. You, as
I know, are a trustee of the cemetery.”

“Yes,” T said, “I am.”

“FFor drawing this clausc of my will, if
you can draw it,” said Remington Solander,
looking me full in the cye with both his own,
which were like the eyes of a salt mackerel,
I shall pay you five thousand dollars.”

Well, T almost gasped. Tt was a big lot
of money for drawing one clause of a will,
and I began to smell a rat right there. But,
I may say, the proposition Remington So-
lander made to e was one T was able, after
quite a little talk with my fellow trustees of
the cemetery, to carry out. What Reming-
ton Solander wanted was to be permitted to
put a radio loud-speaking outfit in his gran-
ite tomb—a radio loud-speaking _ outfit
permanently set at 327 meters wave-length,
which was to be the wave-length of his en-
dowed bhroadcasting station. T don’t know
how Remington Solander first got this re-
markable idea, brt about that time an under-
taker in New Ycrk had rigged up a hearse
with a phonogragh so that the hearse would
loud-speak suitable hymns on the way to the
cemetery, and that may have suggested the
loud-speaking tomb to Remington Solander,
but it is not important where he got the idea.
He had it, and hz was sct on having it car-
ried out.

“Think.” he said, “of the uplifting cffect
of it! On the highest spot in the cemetery
will stand my nchle tombh, loud-speaking in
all directions the solemn and holy words and
music I have collected in my fourteen vol-
umes. -All who enter the cemetery will hear;
all will be ennobled and uplifted.”

That was so, to. T saw that at once. I
said so. So Remington Solander went on to
explain that the income from the five hun-
dred thousand dcllars would bhe set aside to
keep “A” hatteries and “B” batteries sup-
plied, to keep the outfit in repair, and 50 on.
So [ tackled the job rather enthusiastically.
I don't say the five thousand dollar fee did
not interest me, but I did think Remington
Solander had a grand idea. Tt would make
our cemetery stand out. People would come
from everywhere to see and listen. The lots
in the new additien would sell like hot cakes.

But I did havz a little trouble with the
other trustees. They balked when I ex-
plained that Rem ngton Solander wanted the
sole radio loud-speaking rights of our cem-
ctery, but somcouc finally suggested that if
Remington Solander put up a new and ar-
tistic iron fence around the whole cemetery
it might be atl right. They made him submit
his fourtcen volumes so they could sce what
sort of matter he meant to broadcast from
his high-class station, and they agreed it was
solemn cnough; it was all solemn and sad
and gloomy, just the stuff for a cemetery.
So when Remington Solander agreed to build
the new iron fence thcy made a formal con-
tract with him, and I drew up the clause
for the will, and he hought six lots on top of
the high knoll and began crecting his marble
mausoleum,

TFor cight months or so Remington Sol-
ander was busier than he had ever been in
his life. He superintended the building of
the tomb and he had on hand the job of get-
ting his endowed radio station going—it was
given the letters WZZZ—and hiring artists
to sing and play and specchify his fourteen
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wolapes of gloom and uplifs 51 327 meters,
aml it was o mieh for the old codger.
‘The very vight the Lest ni the WZZZ ontar
was mace uf passed awsy and wns ua nare
Ll earch.

His Zuneral was onc of the bigrest we
ever had i Westeots, [ should judee thal
Jves thonsend yeople attesded bis remaivs to
the ceretery, Zor i€ had  hecome  widely
lowewn that (ke first WZZZ program wauld
o recciveld apd lead-spoken Tram Reraiag-
o Boiander’e tamls that afienoon, the firse
selection on the progrant -bis “avarite Lyt

Legioning as e Zeeerzl cartege lefs the
chirch and ke progezm cmtiafng unsil
Cark.

T say i seas oue ol the mosé aFeciing
vecagivaus T bave ever witnessed,  As the
leady was being carried ialo (ke tomb the
mil-speiker  gave ns o serpon by Rev
Peter L, Ragpus, Jull of sol sioft. and cvery
ane of the Cye (leasand present wept, Aad
when <he Zuneral was scally fmisked, over
two thonsand remoaiced 2o kear fhe rest
n the arovram,  which comsisted  of
kymns, missionasy reports, slatic sne reci-
tations af religions poerss,  We iucreascd
the prive of the lets in the new addition
aze liwwdred dalfars ser Jot fmedizte’y, and
we sold fir Iots thal aflecnoon and wo the
next morrmg. The big metropolitan rews-
papers 21l zave the Westcate Cometery full
page linstrated acticles ke gext Sucday,
and we recuived duaring Lle next wee: aver
three Fondred ietzers. mastly Jram ministess,
praising what ws had dooe,

But <hat was cot ¢he dest of J0 Re-

ynesss for lols hegzn to coroe in by mail.
Wot ouly people in Westente  wenée for
prives, hur people away over in Nuwe Jer-
sev aud Lo Westchester Cauaty, aud cven
Irom as far asar as Ponghkecpsic sind
Iglawars, We had twice az many reguests
or oty g5 there were Jols 1o sell zod we
cecided we would Save an aactioe and let
them gn ta the highest bidders, Foa see,
Remingéen Solaccac's Talking lamh was
Fzenring nationzlly famens.  We Degan to
cegolizle wizth Lhe vwoers af wix farms
aljacenl to our cemetesy; we ligused oo
vuying. hem gl making nwore new addi-
fions To e cernetery.  Acd then we [ouel
we conld not nse Taee of ke [arrs.

The reason was <hzl the “ond spuiker o
wtnn Solander’s toqnly weald nod carry
that <ar: ** was not stroag envagh. Se owe
went Lo the executors af hia ecstale and ran
up agamnsl another snzg- othivg in the
radic oulfit 1 the toml: consl e aleced it
aty wayr whatever.  That was o ¢he will.
‘I'he same loud speaker had <o he maintained.
the sace wave-length had o he keos, the
saee makes of batterics hzil o Ve used, he
sae strle of cabes had 4o he nsed. Yem-
ihemen Solznder hzd thanght of all that. S
we decided 6 1ot well cnough zlece —it was
all we cond do anywar. We baugls the
farms that were rescked by the Jowl-spezker
and had thews surveved and Jaul aat ia lats
- -afu]l then the thiog hzppened !

Yos, sir, Il sell my cemetery séock for
twi ceals on the dollar, if anyboly will bid
that much for il. For what do you think
hzppene?  Along came the Goverinent of
the United Sftes, regulating this radin
thizg, wil assigned new wave lenglhs 1o all
thr beradeasting statioms. It pave Kermg-
lon Salander’s cidowed broadeasling stazion
WZZZ an 835-meter wave-lougth, znd it
gave that station ar Ddwead—station PRX
—the 327-mvter wave-lenglh, and ¢he rext
day poor ald Remiogton Salander's temh
powsad forth “Yes, We Ain't Gal Nao Rian-
anas” and the “Hot Doe® Jazz awl “LE Yan
Don'l See Mama Faeory Wighs Vean {fan™
See WMama A¢ ALY aad Hisk Pulhs in his
iy sforics, Gke “Wel', ane dav an Irigh-
mzn znd 4 Swele waee walkive down Tircud-
way and tley see a Aapquer coming Sowards
lhem.  And she hed on ome of them shors
skirss they was wearilg, sex? So Mike he
says ‘Gee, he jabers, (Fu, I see & peach’
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So the Swede he says, lookin’ at the silk
stockings, ‘Mebby yvou ban sce a peach, Mike,
but I ban see one mighty nice pair.” Well,
the other day I went to see my mother-in-
law—"

You know the sort of program. I don't
say that the people who like them are not
entitled to them, but I do say they are not
the sort of prog-ams to loud-speak from a
tombh in a cemetery. I expect old Reming-
ton Solander turned clear over in his tomb
when those progrems began to come through.
1 know our boarc of trustees went right up
in the air. but taere was not a thing we
could do ahout it. The newspapers gave us
double pages the mext Sunday—"Remington
Solander’s Jazz Tomb™" and “Westcote’s
Two-Step Cemetery.” And within a week
the inmates of ovr cemetery began to move
out. Friends of people who had been buried
there over a hundred years came and moved
them to other cemeteries and took the head-
stones and monurments with them. and in a
month our cemetery looked like one of those
Great War battlefields—Ilike a lot of shell-
holes. Not a man, woman or child was left
in the place—except Remington Solander in
his granite tomb on the top of the high
knoll. What we*ve got on our hands is a
deserted cemetery

They all blame me, but I can't do anything
about it. All T can do is groan—every morn-
ing T grab the paper and look for the
PKX program and then I groan. Remington
Solander is the ‘ucky man—he's dead.
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