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TALE OF TFEHIE
PIONEER

by lssac Asimov

With a low bow in the direction of Sir William
Gilbert’s noble shade

I have a tale to tell, O!
(Tell me your tale, O!)
It will tell of a face
That is turned up to Space
That finds our old Earth a jail, O!
It’s the tale of a pioneer, born too soon,
Who asked of life but a single boon:
To board a ship that would reach the Moon,
Or. perhaps, better still, reach a planet.
Can it, can it
Reach out a bit for a planet?
Is there a ship that would reach the Moon
Or, perhaps, better still, reach a planet?

I have a tale to tell, O!
(Tell me your tale, O!)
It will tell of a kind
Of unusual mind
With brilliance that will not fail, O!
It's the tale of a scientist, deep in thought,
Who found a way into space and brought
A new hope to the pioneer born too soon,
Who asked of life but a single boon:
To board a ship that would reach the Moon,
Or perhaps, better still, reach a planet.
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Can it, can it
Reach out a bit for a p'anet?
Is there a ship that would reach the Acen,
Or perhaps, better still, reach 2 planet?

I bhave a tale to tell, O!
(Tell me your tale, O!)
It will tell of the bang
And the steely clang
And of building a starward trail, O!
It’s the tale of an engincer's shrewd design
In metal and force that will divine
The mind of a scientist, deep in thought,
Who found a way into shace and brought
A new hope to the picneer born too soon
Who asked of life but a sinele boen:
To bcard a shin that would reach the Moon,
Or perhaps, beiter still, reach a planet.
Can it, can it
Reach out a bit for a planet?
Is there a ship that would reach the Moon,
Or perhaps, better stil'. reach a planet?

I have a tale to tell, O!
(Tell me your tale, O!)
It will tell of a man
Who's the peak of the plan,
Steel-willed though his body's frail. O!
It’s the tale of an nstronaut and the dark,
Who carries man’s life and hope and spark
In the shell of an erzineer’s shrewd design
In metal and force that did divine
The mind of a scientist, deep in thought,
Who found a wayv into zpace and brought
A new jay to the picneer one bright ncon,
Who received of life his one great boon
And boarded a ship that did reach the Moon
And what’s more. later on, reached a planet.
Can it, can it
Reach out a bit for a planet?
It was a ship that had reached the Moon
And what’s more, later on, reached a planet.
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