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THE ASSAULT OF WINGS

By Charles G. D. Roberts

Ever sinco man began to fiy, it has been a favorie speculation ss to what woold

if an aviator were attacked in midair by a flock

o i
account he gives here is real

giant
Tif, s the man beat fitted to write the story of such a battie
and thrilling.

. Roberts, as a widely
the

N his high place in the unclouded blue,
a thousand feet above the topmost

lo Face, the great
white-headed eagle stared downward

toward the far-off reek and roofs of the

busy town by the sea. It was not often

that his eyes troubled themselves to

turnin lhs,t, direction; for all his concern
inland. lakes

gaze
—that_miraculous vision which could
a rabbit or an ailing lamb at
@ distanco when our best eyes would
hardly —had been

eaugm by an ap;;;um which amazed

lymg in wide circles gbove o green
field on the outskirts of the city was
gigantic bird, in form and stature quite
e any bird that the great
eaglehadevuseeu Asit passed over a
cottage at one corner of the
field, qm?: bltting i from view for g
instant, he got an impression of
incredible size, and felt, with a pang o
Moy, 101461

angry dread, that his own stately dimen-

sions would have seemed. tirtle botier

than & w's beside it. Its vast

white wings were square at the tip and
2 tip.

henslont_lmttheyﬂ

ity soanngmtha e heights
as he was, flew almost wlthout ‘motion
of the wings, riding by subtle poise an
balance on the thrust of the light aerial
But cven now, the brecze

enlshl descent. He tipped his snowy
::ﬁ shoulders forward, and the air

wds or so—which was as nothing at
thnthexght A o stz o two ro-
o his former level, with

lya.bovethegxeenﬁﬂdonthe
of the town. And he had not seen it
1
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ther swoop or mount, or once flap its

fatspread wings.
Moved from his accustomed arrogant
the cagle flew over toward
the town to get a better look
qunenng phenomenon. On nearer ap-
e made gut that the monstrous,
bird was riddea by on

reatares. whom. b 55
hated and dmplsmfnddm s ho had
seen, with wonder and scorn, that horses
permitted themselves to be. The man
sat in a hollow in_the strange bird's
back, between its wings, and seemed to
master and guide it, cven as he would
master and guide a horse.

The eagle hated man, becaust
was the ey Creature. that, had ever
given him, hitherto, the loathed sensa-
tion of fear. He despised man, because
Be saw the proud and cunning creature
chained to earth, compelled to crawl
upon earth's sutice oven ag a sheep ot

But now, if man were

Chie o shde e clenyof the air, there

would be 1o escaping his tyranny.

"The cagl bad been conscious for sorze

moments of a curious humming roar
his ears, the. sotrce O which, was not

him. Suddenly

sq\larerw\
of those man

nt once nb\nous to
That &t was the noise of the
blunt yinged monster's fight The
daunted him. How was it
poslble that, such anan awfu.l smmd shosld

Wasmdmedmmmnnrlﬂybackmthe
shelter of Old Bald Face. But after a

few ouward, tll soon he was diretly
over the field—but so high that

spectators around the edges of t,he ﬁdd
he was a scarcely visible speck against

the blue.

At this moment the aeroplane began
to mount . Tt scaled the air
swiily, i na szep pirl. “The cagle was

u observz that
cven now, when mo so direct]
{t did not Aap its wings, sm:ough Thers
'was no wind on which to rise. At the
curious blunt beal ofthe monster he dis-
cerned a sort of circle of faint haze, a
bluish blm', but this was somet
which did 5o soom o conoer him, and

he made no effort to understand it.

the recesses of Old Bald
‘The extreme summit of Bald Face was
a level plateau of granite some dozen of

ages
rhence the name of Od Bald Face
this bleak, wind-harried

But_between
front and the rich plain country by the
sea were many lesser pinnacles and
dges, with doep, Tavines between, all
clothed with dark spruce woods and
unde Around to

s":un%h and west and north, lay an m-
ertile region, ‘and_rocky,
pmdm:mg Tittle timbér but hemlock and
ed paper bir therefore not
L\m attention of either the lumber-

‘The whole of this

whitefish ge suckers, as well a5
the ordis trout. They supplied
hunting ground, therefore, for not only

which not even their own mates could

poach with impunity.
The nests of the three royal pairs were
all within a distance of perhaps a half-
mile of each other, but each was austere-
ly ainded and jeslonaly hidden fom
its neighbors. Each pair regarded its
‘acighbers with a coldly toleracts aversion
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and kept an aloot but viglat watch
upon them, as possible p
en the frst cagle, snitten with fear
by the vision of the swittly mounting
aeoplane, fled back to b eyie o warm
i fierceeyed mate of this portentors
‘monster of the air, his
detected by the fenale of the St pa
who chanced to be homing at that mo-
Thent with o s tox her gy nestinge
Year seems to travel by some uncompre-
hended but very efficient wireless; and
fear in the lords of the air was a thing too
ignored. Hastily deposit-
‘new flapped

sbo, 00 canght sight of the mowsting
oplane. ar off, indeed, but
Hiready 50 h.\gh Tovs s it bt
eyes it stood out darks and sinister
Totnst tho pale eapnse of s bayond
the tomn.  She fiapped e o & caarer
view, flew close enough to hear the mys-
ferioisroar of the motor and to detect
ure riding the monster’s
e o Bed e o e nestlings with
rage and terror at her heart. No longer
could she feel securc on the dizziest and
emotest ledges of the peaks; no longer
were even the soundless deeps of sky in-
accessible to man! wmmanhmu every
eagle of Bald Face this dreadfal
invasion of their hitherto impregnable
domain. It was the time of year
their nestlings were most, helples Ami
that s the time of year when the white-
headed eaglea will fce all odds with g
erocity_of valor, at the
i o e o i skyey Homes.

The airman at the town of X— was
one Rob MacCreedy, who had recently
been making a name for himself at the

wors likely to be met with above the
rofound ravines nf Bald Face and its
bumsssmg hills. His purpose was to go
to Europe and win fame by some sen-

sational ﬁ.xghts over the Alps or. the
; and having a very prac

ambition to survive for the

enjoyment of the fa.me he planned, to

repare him-
sd;i‘f eﬂ%vdy for the peﬂls Lhat would
confront,
But Mn(ﬂmdy ‘had another object in
which he did not talk abc\lt. lesr
‘matter-offact folk should
childish. He wanted to see what ﬂ\ere
was on top of Old Bald F.u:e T).\at
gaunt gray summit was
‘unscalable. It had mdeed
been scaled, men said, some
forty years agu, after desper.n.e eJImt
and altogether hair-raising adventure,
by s{ gmexy dmng  trapper, who had
oit.
Suwe then—t.h S o( x— not. being

‘wholehe or skilled mountain climb-

it
tras none to sugget that gold might be
found thereon, else the cloudy

plateas, i a {able fm' the gods, with a

Tittle lake of set in the

center of it, ice uold ‘sndof anfothomable
‘according to

l
acCreedy’s and boyish
imagination this lofty platean and dhs
‘mysterious uninvestigaf were ir-
resistible. He was determined to know
em

 third day after MacCreedy’s ar-
rival at X— was windless, and without
o cloud in_the bue, The sir almost
sparkled with its clari there was
like tang in it which made
MacCreedy’s nerves, tingle for adven-
e, After b had given the comd

their money’s worth in swif



4 THE SMART SET

and breath-taking volplanes, he started
off, at a height of e thesand
feet, toward the mountain, standing pal-

Iid and grim against the int ue.
Ho mounted switly as he went; and the
spectator stared after kim doubtfully

his p
“Hok ‘going to viit e top of Old
Bald Pace”” wet the mumur a
e crowdod edges of the field. And a
fe;lmg that bo might bring back some
interesting information made them con-
fent to wai, without grumbling, for bis

T iate their fist sight of the giant-
‘winged monster soaring and hummi

for
Creedy, as he came within a mile or

two of the mountain, took note of an
eagle ot far ahead, circling at a higher

than ]

“The old bird thinks he can fly
some,” mused MacCreedy, “but T bes
I'm going to give him the surprise of
his el

A few moments more and he was

rised, as the solitary sentinel
S‘Ry: her and snother, and
y there were six o ei

e great LA Farping

between him and Bald Face, abm a
the level of the edge of the plais

interested in amplam

over the platent ot 3
Beight of not mich over a hundred fe

a hasty observauon
ﬁlst e e st and oot 3
Ianding if the surface. looked smooth
enogh for him to,attempt i withont

h risk. surprised some-
ek by the ammae o the - cagles who
now nearer and seemed
to be more angry than cu.nous o terti-
en his atm

fied at bis approach.
tion was abruptly hihdrenn o
threa evolutions, Tt wag all To-

quired, and that urgently, by the sero-

pla
‘Having arrived over the deeply cift
and Tidged outworks of Bald Face, the

aeroplane had plunged into a viewless
turmoil of air currents and vortices. It

ped, with suddenne
gxgppodut" mmﬁavmumhad
opened beneath it. MacCreedy saw a

vicious granite ndge. whiskered with fir
trees, lurch up at him insanely fmm a

thousand Eeet below. He was almost

upon it before his planes bit upon solid

air again and glided off from the peril,

through the roar of the Grome; and of

eagles, at that moment, he was thinking
not at all.

the imminence of his dan-

gor from these vortices,” MacCreedy

dunged course and swept back

agmn as fast as he could toward the

his ring wickedly

mtheeddusand !lmlmnfm He

deuded that he m\ISt get far above this
of disturbance, and then

:
o irealy over tho platese, hns
as he calculated, the currents would be
less tumnltﬂ

gls, imagining that, the loud
monster had beon put 4o fight by their
thrests, came follow

mx?.s ,de

orce  mors than ot o wmhct
They were filled with awe of this gigan-
tic hmng ‘which flew with rigid wings and
i roar, yet allowed itecl to

be i by tho man betwean s shoul-
They were perplexed, too, by the

ﬂzme wind v whlch streamed out betind
lent was
he:g,hbenad by the im that their om

d powerful
T bt casily the f ﬂlghtoﬁ.hz
agile fishhawk, were forced to beat, furi-

pamuy ‘making no effort at

swift motor car, which had followed
MaaCreedys flight ‘at top speed across
the plain, dmuﬂnmepmmwhm
tlulnghw;y passed nearest to the broken
and impassable region surrounding the
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mountain. Its occupants, watching

MacCreedy’s movements thxvugh e

field glasses, and noting

rowding behind him, umgm e
that the eagles had put him to flight and.

forced him to gwe up his ventar

were undecsived, howeves
w him

even to their powertal glasses the purse-
ing eagles were o more than specks—
and soar back till he was directly over
the summit.

At the height which he had now
gained the air was icy cold but still as a.
dream. The world below looked like a
o, shallow b, the il conearing

him to the h

Tw(rthlrds of this horizon rim were
dark green threaded with Lhe
glaammg sulver of watercourses, The
third was of sea, which looked
Py overhung the town of X— and
was withheld only by a miracle from
flowing in and filling the bowl. Directly

beneath him, two to three thousand fee
down, c‘ne uugmy summit of Old Bald
Face looked insignificant. It lay out-
spread qme flat and shelteriess in the
oo im secrets clean _revealed—and
sure enough, at its cemter, waa

the pool of md.mon. gleaming

sty stll. - At the same time ho saw,
chou,gh ’E;;houc ach mtemst the

very far
now, han'].ly Soove the Jevel o the pla-

‘unmistakable manifestat
For the first time it oomrred whnnthat

they might be thinking he had come
b, theif ness. Dty beggants b
s to bimself admiringly. *To think

of showing fight to a grownup aerc-
P

as he the
spﬂ«d of Hhose fa ﬂappmg wings, the shin,
ed heads

neds the ﬁrm and formidable lmlf
beaks, a sweat of apprehensi
broke out all over him. What one
of the misguided birds should foul
propeller, or come blundering al
and snap a stay or a control wire? The
idea of being dashed to pieces in that
skyey solitude was somehow more
daunting to his spirit than the prospect
‘which he faced indiflerently every day,
of being hurled down upon familiar

For a few scconds MacCreedy was
tempted to drive bis planes heavenward
again and withdraw from the situation,
to return another day with a passenger
and a shotgun for b defease.  Then he
grew angry and obstinate. He had come
o explore the stmmit of Bald Face; and
‘he was not going to be
He was low enough now to
satisty himsclf that the plateau afforded
& good landing, o e dipped bis descent
per angle, making haste to get

e,

through The suspence.
the cagles were all about

lying its edges,
but fo the most part cirling out above

Ifs. In a casual way
MzLOreedy ‘nfecred that they must have

nests in the ledges of the precipices.
Tn 2 somewhat narrow spiral he
began his descent. u

which came leapiog up ot him from
Snder the brink of tho plateat. He was
surprised to see Lhat s he descended
the cagles ose b to meet him.
Bt at first he paid no attention to them,
being intent upon the search for a good
ing

ing birds, who were rising at him with

him. To his relief they seemed afraid

to fly directly in front of him, as if ap-
prehend.mg that this monstrous bird of
his might carry some terrible weapon on
ifs blumt-faced beak. Mounting swifly,

He was low enough now to choose his
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He was just about to
shut o th cagine for the oal giide

The extended talons went right thmugh
the cloth, tearing a long gash, and
o e b ooiid rons erst she
was caught by one of the strong wires
that braced the wing. The amp]ane
rocked under her struggles, but in the
, 50
s cnlmpl:\‘l that she el wr»y turvy
through the air for some i

betore she could pull her w1ts togethex

and right herself. Then, disheveled and

cowed she ﬁew off to one side, with no
for another assault.

MacCreerly had ‘brought his plane to

a level keel, the better to withstand the

nttack N‘;m he laughed gnmly, and re-

msta.nt he reahzed Lhat an u.nmeuse !e
Was swooping straight at i head. . He
ducked—the only way to save his face.
The grasping claws sunk decp into his
shoulders. With a yell he straightened
himself backward violently. His assail-
ant, mable for & moment to e ks
claws from the tough tweed of the
Jackeh, and swept bacleward by tho rush

the'plane, plunged dowa amz;:g e
supporting sta; 's, where he strug anc
ﬂam WALy to extricate, biosel,

‘eart in his mouth lest the stays
ghould suap and tho planes colapee
MacCreedy cut off the power and slid
sharply Swmward, Thy saglo petind

t free and flapped off, much
daunted le _encounter.
‘maining four birds hung immedia
Grer the switly droppisg plane, bnt
Tectated 0 attack afier e rough e
perence of their fellows.

ere-

reedy touched grond st
what hxgherspemii.hanl\ehad calculated
goon, end found the lovel stone, cwept
by the storms of
‘’his wheels ran a.long lt mur_h too easlly
Tl-nu he found himself confronted by a
lew peril. Could he check himself be-
fgxe reaching ﬁ;uei bhrmekd? He steered a
g curve arotnd the edge of the shining
SO0, paiesnd T by e i 0 this

came to vu:illlﬁng pro-
peller over the abyss.
Just before him drop of a cool
Chowsand foct. Ho sprsog out, haled
the machine back a

nd drew the longest breath of rlict that
ad been forced from his lungs since his
first, ventures in acroplaning.

Then he snatched the heaviest wrench
from his tool kit, and turned in a rage
to settle accounts with his tormentors.

erect upon his feet, glaring up at them
with masterful eyes, and shouting at
Them T thess aman tones which all
the wild kindreds find 50

{:?yweremud:mmeahmduihmﬂlm

. Their any to die awa;
belors T angr begen o B avay

¢ was nowhere near the
They yelped indignantly at him and flew
off 0 perch on their eyries and brood
over the problem.

MacCreedy watched hem go. and
Then he went o h e ‘precious machine
minutely, to assure himself that it had
Sustatned e Bamnegs except that st in
one wing, which was not enough to give
serious tfouble. ‘Then, with 2 rush of

exultation, he mn over to examine
mysterious pool. e ound be:;uhlul
its crystal clear

0st exacting in the
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o of this deepand brimming
t;mcntheaescefagmmcepmk Asfar
sshe could judgo rom bis eading, which
was extensive, this smooth fiat granite
top of Bald Face, with its Tese; ‘pramacle
at one end, deep mepe.rent
tarn in the center, was other
Jmown surmit i the world, . Ho was
contented with his_explorations, and
ready now to return and tell about

them.

But if content with his explorations,
he was far from content on the score of
his adventure with the eagles. He felt
that it had been rather more of a close

repetition of it. What he dreaded was
that the starting of the motor might
revive the fears of the great birds in
regard to their mests, and bring them
once more swooping upon i He
traversedthe cu'cmt of the plmau,
peering downward anxiously, and af
last managed rough.ly Tolocate the u:me
nests. They were all on the south and
Southeast farcs of the summt. Well, he
decided that he would get off as directly
and swiftly as possible, and by way of

the nortwest front—and by this saf-
effacing attitude, he trusted to

away.
provocative height, he swept around and
‘headed for humn ‘'he came into view
the anxious watchers in
the amumob:le. who had been worried
over his long disappearance, the car
turned and raced back over the plm to
X—, ambitious to arrive before
hﬂ‘k}ah ‘his mmph ‘é‘gi;sct that Lhat
triumph was not alto uali-
fied one remained a secret hezwem‘hsc-
Creedy and the eagles.

s



