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THE AWAKENING 57
BY

ARTEUR C. CLARKZ

Master wondercd whethor he would dream, ‘T.at was the
on: thus he fearod, for in a sloep that lasts no ooro than a
't dreams may coms that oan shatter the mind - and he was %o

sleep for a mmum years,
remembored tho A 8till only a few months ago, when a

you oan iof- he asked,  *No,
for a hundred .

"Yory well",
had 00! another oentury, ~You uu
build @m0 a place whore my body -m mt be atnurboﬂ, and_then
will znw-loopw froozing or any other means, That, at

watohed the bullding of tho tomb, in a seoret pln.
nbcn nc snow-1ine of Ivorest.  Only the ohosen few met
where the Master was eo uaop, ror there wero many millicns in ‘the
world who would have sought 8 body to destroy it., The soo-
Tet would be down ehe until the day when
man's solence M conquered m d18easos of tho heart. Then the
Master would be awakened from his sleep,

He was atill consoicus when they laid him on the couch in the
central ohamber, though the drugs had alrecady dimmed his senses.
He heard them 0loso tho steol doors against thoir rubber gaskots
and even fanoiod ho aould hoar the hiss of tho puzpe would
umm tho air from around him, Toplace it with ucﬂh
:{tm"z:. Thon he slopt, and ln a uzua whilo tho world forgot

U] er,

He slopt the hundrod ycars, though rather bofore that time
tho dnm-ry he had boon awaitf But no-ano ewakened
for the world had

diod and, toriously, tho
For o tiss the logead of the laster's tos porsiecobs bus soon 1b
was forgotten, 8o he slept,

r what by somo etandards would havo been a littlo whilo,

the ur;.n'c orust’ ﬂeouoa m:’ 1& had bo:b m: wolght “I:I’u“ n‘:-
elayas for long enough. Slow. 0 moun ropped 0
southern plains of India towards tho sky. And prosently 1at-



of Ceylon wes the hut point on the ulu'l
and the eoean sbove Ever: a8 five end e helf !
Master would not be dll'.llPM hy hie enemies, or hll ﬂ‘l.ndl-

Slomly, p.u-nny. the silt umu down through the towering
ooean heighte wreck of the Himaleyes. The blanket that
would somedsy b.ehll-k wmolun lt the rate of not more
then a few invbn every century. ne had returved some time
luur. one might have found that '.ha ua bed wes no longw five
s down, or even four, or three.

Then the lend tilted egain, nd s m y rengs of limestone
wounteius towered whore once had been the ooesns of Tibet. But the
Msster knew nothing of this, nor 'll un slesp disturbed when it
heppened egein ... end egein ... and egein ...

w the rein .nﬂ Tivers were -uhh‘ awsy the chelk and carry-

ing lt wv. t0 the new oceans,r and the surface wee moving down to-

the turied w-h. Slowly the miles of rock wers n-m evey,

until et lsst the metel sphere which houged the Master's hoo: ro-

turned once more to the light of doy - though to @ day wuch louger,

and wuch dimmer, than it hed been when the Master ol.ond hh eyos.

M pruonﬂy the scleatists found him, on e pedestel ot rock Jut~

high sbo ‘ eroded plain. Beosuse they did t koow

norﬂ- of the tomb, it took them, for all their llldol, thirty

yeors to reach tlu olnnlor where he slept.

The Meater's llnd ewoke before his body. As he l.q powesless,
uublc even to lift esden oyoud-. wemory oame flooding beck
The ly w -~ his deg onu m

trange ol-uou. end @ ng to
the new world mo. must have -riun while he lay utun his tou!

iogs and sore nge all around him. r a was puszled:

then he u.ll..d '-h.'- the surgeons must be pllttiw their Inl'-ﬂl-
away. He hed not the strength to open bis eyes, 80 he
weited, wondering.

Would men hn ohenged much?  Would his ueme still be remew-

ove. 4
frhml. num. have Iono“d him, but he knew there would nohe.
Fhen he opened his oyu, o1l tho toau before him would be stro ..
Yot ho longed to ses them, to read the expressions they would
as he owekened fro- his sleep.

Strength returoed. He opened hia eyes. The light was gentle,
end he was not deszled, Lut for a while everything wes blurred and
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misty.  He oould distinguish figur
they scemed strange he could not see

standing round, but though
clearly.

they brought

Then the Moster! oyo;. came into fooul

wl
n Men end Insect wee

ended - and that Man woa not the victor.




