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EDITORIALLY SPEAKING.
e otk ke ok Ao sk R R R ok
i with this 1 but aside f 2
THE SECOND YEAR with this issue, but aside from a few
extr:cgigﬁ B;ﬁTﬁaﬂﬁg no particular effort to celebrate. Fancy anni-
Tersary {esues are all right for fanzines which come out more frequent-
ly, but it would be silly to make a great to-do over a mere four issues.
However, 17 The Acolyte is able to continue for that long, I guarantee



THE BEAST INTHE CAVE

by H. P. oLovecra.ft
«-000~

(Editor's Note: This etory was written in 1905, when Lovecraft
was but 15 years old, and should be of more than passing interest to
serious fans as one of the best of HPL's juvsnile weirds. It was ori-
ginally published by W. Paul Cook through the NAPA, and is used here by
permission. The unwieldy verboseness and stilted style keep this tale
fron being of any real literary value; but as a souveneer of the youth
of America's %reatest exponent of the weird tale, I felt that it was
well worthy of being reproduced. FTL.)

~==000~--~

The horrible oonclusion which had been gradually obtruding it-
self upon my oconfuscd and re¢luctant mind was now an awful ocertainty. I
was lost, completely, hopelessly lost in the vast and labyrinthine re-
cesses of the Mammoth Cave. Turn as I might, in no direotion could my
straining vision seize on any object capable of serving as a guidspost
to set we on the cutward path. That nevermore should I behold the blsss-
ed light of day, cr scan the pleasant hills and dales of this beautiful
world outside, my reason could no longer entertain the slightest unbe-
lief. Yet, indoctrinated as I was by a life of philosophical study, I
derived no small measure of satisfaction from my unimpassicned demean-
our; for although I had rrequently read of the wild frencies into which
were thrown the victims of similar situations, I experienced none of .
;heae, but stood Quiet as soon as I clearly realised the loes of my
sarings.
gNo:r: did the thought that I had probably wandered beyond the ut-
most 1imits of an ordinary search cause me to abandon my composure even
for a moment. If I must die, I reflected, then was this terrible yet
majestic oavern as welcome a sepulchre as tha% which any churchyard
might afford; a conception which carried with 1t more of tranquillity
than of despair.

Starving would prove my ultimate fate; of this I was oertain.
Some, I knew, nad gone mad vnde:x clrcumstances such as these, but I
felt that this end would not be mine. My disaster was the result of
no fault save my cwn, since unknown te the guide I had separated my-
86lf from the regular pawvty oi sighiseers; and, wandering for over an
hour in forbidden avenues of the cave, had found myself unable to re-
trace the devious windings which I had pursued since forsaking my com-
anions.
? onaAlrean.dy my torch hac begun to expire; soon I would be enveloped
by the total and almcst palpalle blackness of the bowels of the earth.
48 I stood in the wanirg, ursteacy light, I idly wondered over the ex-
act oircumstances of my coming erd. I remembered the accounts which I
had heard of the colony of ccnsumptives, who, taking their residence
in this gigantic grotto to find health from the apparently salubrious
air of the underground world, had ggund instead death in strange and
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one of the entrances of the fearful grotto with a life-long coniinement
in its interminable recesses. It doubtless obtained as food the eye-
less fish, bats, and rats of the cave, as well as some of the ordinary
fish that are wafted in at every freshet of Green River, whica commni-
cates in some occult manner with the waters of the cave. I occupied my
terrible vigil with grotesqus conjectures of what alterations oave life
night have Wrought in the physical structure of the beast, remembering
the awful appearances ascribed by local tradition to the consumptives
who had died after long residence in the cave. Then I remembered with
a start that, even should I succeed in felling my antagonist, I should
never behold its form, as my torch had long since been extinct, and I
was entirely unprovided with matches. The tension on my brain now be-
came frightful. My disordered fancy conjured up hideous and fea.rsomel
shapes from the sinister darkness that surrounded me, and that actﬁ,l y
seemed to press upon my body. Nearer, nearer, the dreadful footfa st
approached. It seemed that I must give vent to a piercing scream, ze
had I been sufficiently irresolute to attempt such a thing, my voic .
could scarce have responded. I was petrified, rooted to the spgt. com-
doubted if my right arm would allow me to hurl its missile at g e :rtx 2
ing thing when the cruoial moment should arrive. Now the sgeg yrp'ﬁi'é
pat of the steps was close at hand; now very close. I coul ?arealis-
laboured breathing of the animal, and terror-struck as I was, alle-
ed that it must have come from a considerable distance, and gas cided
pondingly fatigued. Suddenly the spell broke. My right l}a.n d %:e
by my ever trustworthy sense of hearing, threw with fulé tgrg et i
sharp-angled bit of limestone which 1t contained, towar: at p o von-
the darkness from which emanated the breathing and patteri:%, :ﬁﬁ;
derful to relate, it nearly reached its goal, for I heard the g
jump, landing at a distance away, whgre it seemed to pause. ile. this
Having readjusted my aim, I discharged my second 1&1139 1o, this
time most effectively, for with a flood of joy I listene a'}sientl Toa
ture fell in what sounded like a complete coliapse, and ev% 1igf
mained prone and unmoving. Almost overpowered by the ggga. biZathing
which rushed over me, I reeled back.agamst the fall. :rhenoe e
continued, in heavy, gasping inhalations and expi;a,'w.ons(,1 o aeedte
lised that I had no more than wounded the creature. And no el oo
to examine the thing ceased. At last something r:mllle% to grgch bl
boy. mev gys fear ltlid en‘geredax:ysg:':;:;,a?nciltlig_g.r:dxgr :lo)pcgmplete the
body, nor did I continue tc cal S phin oxder to complete b
extinction of its life. Instead, I ran at full spee 2 8
i i r " dition, the direction
clearly as I could estimate in my f‘rs:wled condi g regular
from which I had come. Suddenly I heard a sounc, o e e
It ooaon of sounda. I anoeT Tiewart :‘ie‘y l:‘a"derigglz:zegaahno doubt.
into a series of sharp, metallic clicks. ,Ihis Gim e Mas D ved
It was the guide. And ther I shouted, yelled, acreamg int ond o tener-
With joy as eheld in the vanlted arches wbove 1.sh_et a.;.nan n pgoaohing
ing effulgence which I knew to be the reflccted ligat o 1ete1p Toach1
torch. I ran to meei the flare, and before I G(u}id conpletely under-
stand wha* had occurzed, wes lying unon the ground a tod TessTve
i is boots and gibbe:ing, despite my boas )
fulde, embracing his bo idioti uring out my terrible story
In a most meaningless and 1d{o§;c ﬁmgf}i%tg? witg protestations of
tnd 8t the same time overwhs m* gso;efhing like my normal conscious-
gratitude At length I awoke %o ivel ot the pachy ab
o d noted my absence upon the arr val o N
28“' The gulde ga cave, and had, from his own intuitive sense of di.
r}e'gtiﬁ:mm;ﬁcgﬁdgdew maf;e a thorough oanvass of the bg-paagzg:: gg::r
shead o’f v’;here he rad last spoken to me, locating my whereal
* Quest of Bbout four o ilated this to me, I, emboldensd by his
the time he had relate ’thé strange beast which I
torch a% his company, began to reglect upon ge



had wounded but a short distance back in the darknesa,tgg ::gggst:‘}o!e
ascertain, by the rushlight's aid, what manner of 9:‘;3& Gourage bom of
tim, Aocordingly I retraced my steps, this time Wi ; Soon me des;rjed
companionship, tq the scene of my terrible experience. the glean:
j j en whiter than the gleaniag
a white object upon the floor, an object ev vent o a 6imiltarsous
limestone itself. Cautiously advancing, we gaze S monsters either of
ejaculation of wonderment, for of all the unnatur ing degree the stran
us had in our lifetimes beheld, this was in su]x:paB: %oportions, os0ip
gest. It appeared to be an anthropoid ape of hai% wzs N ou-white, o
ed perhaps from some itinerant menagerie. It ha iatence withi
hin, tion of a long existence within
thing no doubt due to the bleaching ac Sisingly thin, being
the inky confines of the oave, but it was alsai:uvr’gg S Sueh length ang
indeed largely absent save on the head, where o 98 turned i’way
abundance that it fell over the shoulders. The fao Tned am
ectly upon it. The incilaation
from us, as the creature lay almost dir Yy the altemation i
of the limbs was very singular, explaining, however, 4+ heed oometizes atl
their use whioch I had before noted, whereby the beds Pron the time
four, and on other occasions but two for its PrOgI‘ZS"-The hands or Iéeet
of the fingers or toes long rat-like claws extende 1 reeidénce s
were not prehensile, a fact that I ascribed to that long Sldenes .
the cave which, as I before mentioned, seemed evident from he ah lp -
vading and almost unearthly ;h_h:_e_n_e_ggtao characteristic of the whole
anatomy. No tail seemed to be present. . i,

yThe respiration had now grown very feeble, and the guide httaxd
drawn his pistol with the evident intent of despatching the crea.alfe,
when & sudden sound emitted by the latter caused the weapon to f ! {.!il;
used. The sound was of a nature difficult to describe. It was no o
the normal note of any known species of simian, and I wondered if this
unnatural quality were not the result of a long continued and complete
silence, broken by the sensations produced by.the advent of the light,
a thing which the beast could not have seer since its first entrance in-
t6 the cave. The sound, which I mighf.. feebly aj:tempt to claseify as a
kind of deep-toned chattering, was faintly continued.

A1l at once a fleeting spaam of energy seemed to pass thq:ough
the frame of the beast. The paws went through a convulsive motion, and
the limbs contracted. With z jerk, the white body zolled over so that
ite face was turned in our direction. Fou & moment I was so struck
with horror at the eyes thus revealed that I noted nothing else. They
were black, those eyes, deep jetty black, in hideous contrast to the
snow-white hair and flesh. Like those of other oave denizensa, they
were deeply sunken in their orbits, and entirely destitute of iris. A8
I looked more closely, I saw that they were set in a face less progna-
thous than that.of the average ape, and infinitely less hairy. The .
nose was quite distinct. As we gazed upon the uncanny sight, the thick
lips opened, and several sounds issued from them, after which the thing
relaxed in death.

The guide clutched my coat-sleeve and trembled so violently that
the 1ight shook fitfully, casting weird, moving shadows on the walls.

I made no moticn, but stood rigidly still, my horrified eyes
fixed upon the floor ahead.

Then fear left, and wonder, awe, compassion, and reverence Suc-
ceeded in its place, for the sounds uttered by the stricken figure that
lay stretched out on the imesvoue had told us the awesome truth. The
creature I had killad, thc strange beast of the unfathomed cave, Was,
or had at one time beer, 2 MAN!
fgril 31, 1905.
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FLASH: Duane Rimel has just been reclassified into 1-4, and expects
induction in the September call. FTL.
-— 36 -



