REGISTERED IN US. PATENT OFFICE

VOLUME XIII LB, e NUMBER 5

Published nooihly by the Popular Piction Publishing Company, 2157 E. Wash-
ington Strecy, Indianapolis, Ind.  Entered as sccond-class matter March 20, 1923, at
the post oflice at Indianapolis, Ind., under the act of March 3, 1879. Single copies, 25
cents.  Subseription, $2.50 a year in the United States, $3.00 a year in Canada. Inglish
office: Charles Lav- Il 15, Serjeant’s Inn, Fleet Street, E. C. 4. London. The publnhorq
are not responsible for the loss of unsolicited manuseripts. allthough cvery care will be
taken of such material while in their posscssion. The contents of this magazine are
fully protected by copyright and must not be reproduced cither wholly or in part without
permission from (he publishers,

NOTL -All manuscripts and communications should be addressed to the publishers’
Chicago oflice at 810 North Michigan Avenue, Chicago, Il

FARNSWORTH WRIGHT, Editor.

Copyrizht, 1929, by the Popular Fiction Publishing Company

Contents for May, 1929

Cover Design__________ ___ _______________________ C. C. Senf
Histrating o scene (n “The Scourge of B'AMoth”
The Scourge of BMoth__________________ Bertram Russell 580

A sinister conspiracy against the rule of man, and the up-
rising of the entire animal Lingdom

Within the Nebula_____________________ EFdmond Hamilton 597

The great nebula expiends, threatening to cvogulf the entire
universe in ficry destriction

The Shadow of a Nightmare _____________ Donald Wandrei 619

From a strange nightmare country in the Himalayas stark
madness found its way info the outer world

The World-Wrecker (Part 2)________________ Arlton Eadie 625

A stirring weird-scientific serial about a scientist who pulled
the world from its position in the solar sustem

The Witch Girl ________ e A, Leslie 635

Verse

[CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE]

58 COPYRIGHTED IN GREAT BRITAIN




[CONTINUED FROM PRECEDING PAGE]

The Girl From Samarcand______________ E. Hoffman Price

A beautiful and fantasiic tale of an Oriental rug and the
superb beauty of the girl who crossed the Border

The Thing in the House____________________ H. F. Scotten

A fearsome invisible monster wrought dreadful havoc before
it was brought to bay

Folks Used to Believe:

The Cockatrice___.._____.____________ Alvin F. Harlow
One of the curious animals believed in by our anccstors
The Bed of Shadows__________________ Fred R. Farrow, Jr.

A_strange horror lurked above the man in the bed, and
night by night tha horror deepened

The Pearl of a Queen________________________ A. A Irvine

Down the centuries Di. Abbas searched for the pearl that
had been given him by Cleopatra

The Laughing Thing_____________________ G. G. Pendarves
Eldred Werne wielded more power dead than alive—a power-
ful ghost-story

The Inn in the Wood____ - ________________ C. I. Martin

Long leagues the man itraveled to escape from lis crime,
but it found him out therc in that inn in the wood

Weird Story Reprint:
The Cloth of Madness____._______________ Seabury Quinn

That maddening design was copied on the walls of the room,
und a gruesome revenge was accomplished

The Haunted House_____________________ Cristel Hastings
Verse

The Eyrie ___ o
A chat with the readers

LeRevenant_____________ . __________ Charles Baudelaire

Verse; translated for Weird Tales by Clark Ashton Smith

663

664

667

679

690

692

706

707

720

For Advertlsing Rates in WEIRD TALES Apply Direct {o

WEIRD TALES

Western Advertising Office: Eastern Advertiising Office:
YOUNG & WARD, Mgrs. GEORGE W. STEARNS, Mgr.
360 N. Michigan Ave. Flatiron Building
Chlcago, Ill. New York, N. Y,
Phone, Central 6269 Phone, Algonquin 8328




bgALVIN F- Se
+~ HARLOW

FABULOUS animal which was
A.bclieved in by many until
comparatively recent times
was a cockatrice. In the Middle Ages
it was supposed to have the head,
feet, wings and body of a barnyard
cock save that it had scales instead
of feathers; but its body tapered into
a long, scaly tail like a dragan’s. Iis
origin is thus described in an old
manuseript:

‘“When a cock is past seven years
old, an egg grows within him, whereat
he greatly wonders. He seeks pri-
vately a place on a dunghill or in a
stable and scratches a hole for a nest,
to which he goes ten times daily. A
toad privately watches him and ex-
amines the mest every time the cock
leaves it, to see if the egg yet be laid.
When the toad finds the egg, he re-
joices much, and at length hatches
it, producing an animal with the head,
neck and breast of a cock and from
thence downwards the body of a ser-
pent. And that is a Cockatrice.”’
But by the early part of the Eight-
eenth Century, zoologists agreed that
this idea of a cockatrice was erro-
neous; it had no feet or legs and was
more like a snake.

It is thus deseribed in a bhook on

Tlie‘ Cockatrlce
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in 1759:

‘“The
Cockatrice is called the King of Ser-
pents, not from his Bigness, for he is
much inferior in this Respect to a
great many Serpents; but_because of

zoology published

his majestic Pace, for he does not
ereep upon the Ground like other Ser-
pents, but goes half wupright; for
which Cause all other Serpents avoid
him.”” The author then deseribes the
production of the beast, substantially
as it is given above. ‘‘Some are of the
opinion,”” he adds, ‘‘that the Cock
that leys the Egg, sits upon and
hatehes it himself. . . . The Cockatrice
is about half a Foot in length; the
hinder Part like a Serpent, the
fore Part like a Cock. These Mon-
sters arc bred in Afriea and some
other Parts of the World. Authors
differ about the Bigness of it; some
gay it is 2 Span in Compass and half
a Foot long; others will have it to be
three or four Feet long, and some
the Thickness of a Man’s Wrist and
proportionable in Tength. The Eyes
of a Cockatrice are red. Tts Poison
is so strong that there is no Cure for
it. The Poison infects the Air to that
Degree that no other Creature can
live near him. Tt kills not only by
his Touch, but by Sight and Hissing.”’



