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HE people of the Middle Ages

supposed those imaginary be-

ings whom they called fairies
to be organized into a kingdom, just
as were human peoples. Oberon was
their king. By many writers he was
claimed to be the offspring of Julius
Cazsar and a fairy usually known as
Morgan le Fay, though the Italians
called her Fata Morgana. It was
probably from this union that the
term, ‘‘morganatic marriage,’’ origi-
nally meaning a marriage of two
people in widely different spheres,
originated.

In old British legend, however,
Morgan le Fay was a sister of the
mythical King Arthur, and had her
home in that bcautiful Isle of
Avalon, where souls leaving ecarth
were restored to cternal youth. She
was the one who revealed to Arthur
the intrigue of his wife, Guinevere,
with Lancelot. In Ariosto’s Orlando
Furioso (early Sixteenth Century),
Fata Morgana is represented as dis-
pensing all the treasures of carth,
and as inhabiting a palace at the
bottom of a lake. The Italians still
give the name Fata Morgana to the
mirages which appear on their coast.

There is some disagreement over
the name of Oberon’s queen. Some

The Fairy Court

689

carlier writers give her name as Mab,
but the bulk of the evidence seems to
be that Queen Mab was the fairies’
midwife—that is, the fairy whose
duty it is to deliver the fancies of
men and to cause dreams by pinching
the sleeper, whispering in his ear or
driving over lhim in her -chariot.
Shakespeare represents her as not
only adept in teasing and mischief,
but as the hag Nightmare in person.
Spenser, in his Faerie Queene, gives
the qucen’s name as Gloriana. In
later years, Titania is mentioned as
the queen, though Shakespeare is the
first writer known to have used this
name. *

In Poole’s Parnassus (1657), the
persons of the fairy court are given
as follows: Oberon the Emperor, Mab
the Empress; Periwiggin, Perri-
winekle, Puck, Hob-goblin, Tomalin,
Tom Thumb were the courtiers; Hop,
Mop, Drop, Pip, Skip, Tub, Tib,
Tick, Pink, Pin, Quick, Gill, Tm, Tit,
Wap, Win and Nit were the maids of
honor, and Nymphidia the mother of
the maids. Puck, a very humorons,
mischievous elf, is often represented
as the court jester. He is the same
sprite known in the British Isles as
Robin Goodfellow, Will-o’-the-Wisp,
and even by other names.



