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the fighter

One of America’s grealesl short stories, aboul a biller,

dedicaled, emolionless boy who fought in the ring to win his country’s freedom

BY JACK LONDON

nally 1 A the At sight the bay &id not Impress
o Boy he was, not more than
erlarge fo

¢ Rovalution.
0 further
b oyes. Big,

xplan
savlo on s lips, 5o ‘:ﬂu'\\

dashing Paulino Vera felt, an inward shudder,
i e Something torbiiiog, Sarthl, g
serutable. Thers was something voomous and
akolike in ¥ burned

i ntrated

from_the faces
\.‘.m.m o tho typuvriter. which
industrious!
d on hers but an
o to look up-—und o
ess something that
bl 1o roa4. btk .
1 the swing of the letter sho was writing
Pauling Vera looked questioningly at Arrel-
nd R

opoor knew hie istory—they of the
Junta lnst o all, Ho was the e
mytery.” h 2

he works

cogniz Tor nok one o the Juata, Hked
i The duy ho m dited info thei erowded,
Busy rooms. they al suspotad b of being 3
o ho bought tols o iaz scerol

many of the comrades wero in
civil and military prisons seattered over the
United States, and_ others of them, in irons,
ven thebeng taken aossthe border (o

be lined up against adobe walls and sho and i

ooded in th

Uniciown, vested, with o

of the Unknown. e was unrecognizable, sono-

thing auite beyond the ken of boneat ordina
whose Bercest. hitred for. Diss

{yranny after all was only that of honest
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and ordinary patriots. Hero was something

else, they knew not what. , always the
ost impulsive, the quickest to act, stepped

into the breach.
v,

oll” o said coldly. “You say you
want io ork for the Tovolution, Take of
at. Hang e, Hwillhos ves

ore e, o, Dukets. und loths,
You will begin by scrubbing
crubbing the floors of tho other
od. Then

there are the w

s it for 1

“It is for the Revolution,” V
Tires oot ookt ~u'4|mmn

then prossadad to

is well,

boy asked.
‘ora._answered.
¢ all of them,
off his coat.

neday bo cno to

the. stayes, broughi
ightod the fir
st energetis 0ne of them was at

the ol and Mo
before the
his desk.
Can T sleop here?” ho asked once.

Ab, hal So that was it—the hand of Diaz
showing through! To slecp in the rooms of the
Junta meant aceess to their secrots, to the lists
of names, to the addresses of comrades down
on Mesiean il request was denied, and
Riv poke of it agun. He slept they




know not where, and ato they knew not whero

“Iam working for the Revolution.”

4 takes money 0 el & modern evalutio
and alway s prossed.
S shesad sa Mty A v tomgest, oy

00 long, and yet there were times
when it appeared as ution stood or
fel on no o than the matter o & few dollars.

e time, e rent of the house

‘o, months behind was
thratening disposscasion. . was Pelipe Rivers,
the serub-boy in the por, cheap clothes, worn
and lhn:xdhnn-. who sty dollars in gold
iy Sty e Tho were other ines

S e s ohesa oow on e s
spewriters (appeals for assistance, fo
from the organized labor nmupﬂ. roquests for
square news deals to the editors of newspapers,
prote

againat. the highohanded ey o€

revolutionists by the United States courts), |
unmailed, awaiting postage. atch had
disappeared—the old-fashioned gold _repeater
s ewise had gone

the s e old band from May Sethby’s thi
ings wero Ramos and

Arreliano_pulied their fong tachs. in, de-

spair. letters must go the Post

D allowed o srelt to purekasers of staopa:
Then it was that Rivera put on his hat and
went out. When he camo back he laid a thou-

sund two-cont s on May Setkby's deek.
"1 wander If It I the oursed

said Vera 1o tho eomradse

ey clovated, umr brows and could not
decide. And Fe v for
the lh'\ulullun. s .m
to . down gold and -nm for g Jonte
still they could n Thaenastvcs

ko M ey 24 oo Mo W Tk v
oo nok thirs, Ho gave uo owfdonces.  Ho
repelled all probing. You as, they

o st ke Siosiaalyee 1, iz M
“A great and lonely spi
Ar

id May Sethby,
Tieht and laughier Bae boss erm-u out of
He is like one dead, t he is foar-

rough hll.” said Vers, No
man coubd ook Tn ¥ho has noi. beea
through bell—and be s i

Yet they could not like him. Ty talked,
never inquired, nover suggested. Ho would
stand_lieioning, exprosmionjess, o thing dead,
save for his eyos, coldly burning, while thoir
alk of the Rovelution ran. high and warmm.
From faco to face and speaker to speaker
ayes woul e likn eimets of incan-
des urbing.

RN Tl
Vors confliod 10 Mag Sethby.

en; they are savage
Lo, T nhu\yld Brove wntaithe

wild tiger's

ol to the Caute, tha uld kill me. o

has no heart. Pl 4s steel, keen and

LT Rt e s e
an freezes to death on some
ntop. I am not afraid of Diaz

1N llrs; bt this boy, of his am 1
1 tell you true. I am afraid. He is

ho persuaded the others to
give the fisst trust to Rivera, The line of
communication between Los Angeles and Lower
California_bad broken down. Three of the
comrades had dug their own graves and beer
shot into them. Two more were United States

prisoners in Los Angeles. Juan Alvarado, the
Federal commander, was & Iouster, Al theie
plans did e checkate. Thay eould mo looger

ai to the active nwnunum-u, and the
cipient "ouos; i Lowe

Foung Rivers was givon his fnstrustions and

dispatehed south, When ho roturned, the line

of communieation was ro-cstablishod, and Juan

Atrndo was dead.  Ho hmd boan found i bd,

& kife hilt-deep in his breas

knew the tin

looked at one snother and eonjectu
“I h sou," said Vers. “Diaz has
nors U fear fraz this youth than from any ra:
Ho s implacable, d of God.
The

He is the bant
tomper. mentior May Sethby,

g g et S
physieal proofs ‘appeared with a eut
lip, a blackened check, or a swollon car. 1t was

patent that wiod, somawhor in that out-
Tl wockd whare s ato and slopt, puied mony,
sod mored Iy ways unkown to thais, As the
o passed, ho had come to st type for the
il ravolutionary sbeot they pubtshed weidy,
‘Thero wer cocasions v

arily at his side
face was drawn ik wabpoken e,

wastrel,” said Arrellang

s froquontar oflow plager* 1ald Bame.

R " Vera

Taid May Sothby.

“We should set & spy upon him,” Ramos

‘propounded.
1 should not o to b that spy,” aid Vers.
e s, tave to
riblo pastion, ot ¢
Bl venid s ol u- stand batwoen s and
way of his passion.”
feol like a child before him,”

Ramos

—he is the primitive, the
wild wolf, the nanu attlosiake, the stinging

rellano
"He is the Revotution incarnat

“Ho s m. fisme and the spiit ot tha
satiab or vengeatica |||n| , sakee 30 o

Bt that .|m noiscless

ing_ through the sull watches o the

* said Vera,

1d weep over him,” said May Sothby.
i nobady, He tntak ol pecple, Vs
ecvien, foe me ity o way of bis detire.
He vaion brokes in &

Toot i wh

Rivers's ways and fimes mysteri-
s Thiory wars periods when they did aot s6s
Kim for roskata tione. Onice b

nth, cre always ea
hia'rodirm, whame without vertismment, or
spocch, he laid gold coins on May Set d
Aain for days and weoks, bo et s time
with the Junta. And yoi again, for irrogular
viods ho wonld dbappoer echgh: e et
o from early morting unll nta
aflofnoon; At sush timed he carme sarly m
vomund lnte. * Arrollano. had found bin at
bdnight, setting typo with fresh swollen
knuckles, or mayhap it was his lip, new-split,
that stil bled.

The time of the erisis approached. Whether
or not the Revolution would be depended upon
the Junta, and the Junta was hard-prossod. Tho
need for money was greater than ever before,
while mnmy was harder to get. Patriots hld

given t cont and now could give
. Bectivicgaog’ laboreesugievs paci
from  Mosico—were g half ~their

scanty wages. But more than that was needed.
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The lebmlkml. g conspicing, wadermining vou

of years timo was
To the balance.
Ono shove more, ol s, and s
would tremblo across the seales 1o vietory,

They know tholr Mockco, Onco startad, 10
volution would take eare of itself. The wholo

Disz machine would go down like

cards. The border was ready to rise.

aki, with . bandred, LW, men ‘waited

the word to cross over the

the conquest of Lower California.

exiles, poons escaped from bondago, whipped
miners from tho bull pos of Coour d'Alano and
Colorado who desired only the ctivol,
o fight—all tho flotsaim and jotsan of wild spirity
from the madly complieated modern world. And
it was guns and ammanition, ammunition and

Fling this hoteroges indictive
mass across the border, and the Revolution was

Ho dared not throw the we
st teen, for b must boid tho nmh,
oy oty oty
espite. Tho people would rise. Tho P v
of city after city would erumplo up.
aftor stato would totter down.
sido, the vietorious
would elose in on the City of Mesico
itaet, Dias' ast trong
But mu money. They had the S
and urgent, who w They
v w. Gty i would sl amd. delivar
the guns. But 1o culture the Revolution thus

starving patriot milked dry, and tho groat ad-

vansuro sl teomblod on the scalos. Guns and
ammunition! aggod battalions must. ba
ad.. Bt how! Hamos inzanied -

Bsoaiad sataion, . Aivallaip wallsd the vpendc
thiiftnoss o his youth. - Day Sethby wonderod
if it would have been different had they of the
Junta boen more cconomical in the past.

"“To think that the freedom of Mexieo should
stand or fall on & few paltry thousands of

ollars,” said Paulino V.

Dospair was in all their faces. José Amarillo,
their last hope, & recent convert who had prom-
wd boen apprehendod at his haci-
endn in Clilushun and shot againet his own

wall

suspenod b,
vith soapy, dirty
‘thousnad o it?" o asked.

“They looked thar amcoment; Vaon nodded
and swallowed. He could not speak, but he was
on the i ith a vast i,

“Ordor the guns,” Rivera said, and thereupon
was guily of the longost flow of words they had
ever heard him utter. “Tho ti

his bare arms flocked

3 il b warisor foe those
wha lght. Also, i i tho best T oun do.”
Vern fought e faith. Tt wa inerodible,
oo many fond hopes bad been shattared sinos
s to play the revalution e, He
bellave(l this threadbare serubber of the Revolu-
ion, and yot ho d-l:‘d ety

“Order the

ivera.

Ho got up and rolled down his slooves.
“Order th guns,” he said. 1 am going now.”

Ater burrying and sourrying sl telphon.
ing and bad language, o uight tewion was bild
lly's offcn;  Kally was rusbed with busi
nees; ales bo was valuoky. e had brought




e ows fear, o love, or friendship: the revolutionists themselves v
e o e St o implasables” they said: “Ho of God"

Danny Ward out from New ¥
for him with Billy Cart

Voull bo sayin® next ¢
Kelly snapped.
‘.m.umwm
ay that. Ward's a top-notchor
Bia ho cas Eammtion
N h

b a bum fight

positi
i of a show can
conditioning and
hbes e e T sk off .
r judgment, " Can ho givo the public &

face remained impn
“I can lick Ward

ow that

When Roberts arrived, it was patent that he
fight?” was mildly drunk. He was o tall, lean, saok-
nd his walk, liko his talk

nd and
¥ Ward a mighty

know that bo;
You know 't got & goat

« k this little  He's a de w003 body
nyway?" Michael  yellow streak has e o Mo Sy ould ask you, o ol Ward i v i

wen_braggin’

ng (o say?"

“Who'd you ever fight,

3
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show of Weal, ake the rest of
vou sit 't say he'll T Ward, but
S s & Sy Tt S AR ke

All right”  Kelly turned to

Ring up Ward. 1 warned him St

thought it worth while. He's right across at

the Yellowstone, throwin' cheste and doing the
elly turned back to the conditioner

unburdenod

d his highball s

you how T dise
t

arter. | was et
with Delane
xot a tiekle
e oot 5 it pendnors-ometiing et
and T couldn't find & willing boy that'd work
U noticed this litle st
i around, and I was desperate
slammed on the

hadn’t had a bite for a
the end o ki think
T

i e could not be
o

: he looked
rs of the

went by
He b

A born fighter,and to
ta heart. He
Barots o o

22 pie

string sineo 1 know
s wood and doos s work."

T've soen ‘m." the secretary said
wm ot for o

“All the big littlo fellows has tried out on
him,” Roberts answored. “And he's learnod
from "em. I've s could lick

“Hy's

But 1 don't
All of a sudden his heart got
went_out like

little local fellows

and 4

s take adv
cfllow that
wou't sonsidor
ok b e e for the cash

a 1
the Job of
And you wa
Shoums whiayon gul Rove
1t was at this stago that Danny Wand urived,
Quite a party it was, His manager and trainor
were with him, atkl be beceand in ko & gusty
draught of genility, goodnature, and al
que s flew about,
8 o il &l for

RE : Angust

them all with biter bate
Junta, he on

and only partly
nd he had found
sset in the game of

own underneath

evervbody. Yet it was his way

Hie was a good

g o o el

businessman

back, silent, immobile, only his blac
g feom faee o fuco and moting everyhing
the guy,” Danny said, runni
appraising evo over his proposed antug
“How de do, old chap,
s burned venomously, but he
ckaoledgment. il dislked
this gringo he hated with an

r hit

dink whés (il % tho. bas

What kindrgurten did vou u get
ttlo boy, t

m on, Dauny

d unflattering



elancs over Rivers and ghed, *1 gotta bo ey
h ‘m, T guess. 1f only he don’t blow up.
Roberts snorted.
“You gotta be carcful,” Danny's managor
acaed.. “No teking ehanens with a dub that's
s 0 neak a lucky ono a
b T e casetal ol gt

allright,

What d'ye
then the hay for him?”
hatll do.” was the answer.
St
" Then lt's pet down o bie.”
and caleulated. “Of

tcon ‘rounde, Kelly—an'

“As long as

Danny paused

of cecipts,
the split'l be different.
it

Eighty will just about
e sukniyir, “That ERMAE”

And to
‘he manager nod
"Ilm'\- you, did ;on et that?” Kelly asked

i shook s Hiead,

“Well, Kelly exposited. “The

purse’ll be e el oo M

You're a dub. and an unknown. You and

Dany aplit. twenty por cent e £
0 Danny.

e Bor soah o A e
inded.

© thousand. maybe as
Py ek, Ix 1o waglalns
that. Your share'll come to

ousand or sixtecn hundred.
eking from o gy with

‘Winner_takes
A dead slencs provalled,
e i conds; toom o baby,” Datny's man

id with ity

roclaimed.
Deuy ok “his hea

e been in the game too long,” he explained.
oy ‘ot sasiing rellocinns on the refeec, of
the prusent company. T'm nothing

about bool Imme—um (hat somelimes
happer Bt what T do ey s that Vs pooe
ter like me. 1 play safe,

n or lose, eighty
a say, Mexican?”

Rivera shook his head.
Danny, exploded. Ho was getting dows to

brass tacks
i

3 m ! diry litdo st v o mind
X your block off right
 aheris aruiod b oy o intrpositon
ween hostilit
Winner takes all.” Rivera repeated sullonly.
ity do/you atand out 1t way?" Danny
I can lick you was the straight answer,
any half started 1o take off s eont. But,
as his manager knew, it was a grandstand pl
Tho cont did inh s ot Daiy allowed
himsels d by the group. Every-
body ')mpnlhu('d o3 b, ¥ llwerlnw(l alone.
ere, you lttle
the argument. ~ “You'ro nobody.
what you've becn doing the last fow months
putting away litle local fighters. But D.m» is
xt fight after this will be for the
hampionakin. Aud you's snkovn. Nob
s ool of you ouk of Loy
“ " Rlverd pradciyer shrug,

o, Sk Bor 3 sl you: sk Bk sk
Dnnn, . Haried i,
ive mm

Oh, eome: st o reason,” Kelly pleaded.
T of the advertiing:
“I want the money,” was Rivera’s answer.
u_couldn't win from me in a thousand
years.” Danay assu

“Then what are you holding out for?" Rivera

e!nunwl!(l. I Shn ey, WAk M Wy

L -u D jod with abrupt,
Lo .m‘.". " 11 et you o death Jn the rng,
—you monkeyin® with me
Nkt oo aviien el ina
sportin’ columns. S
Ll show this fresh kid a fow.

gruieo fight
Kolly's secretary had begun (o write, when
Danny interrupte
Hold on!” o turaei (o Rivers.
* camo the answer.
your life, Frosh Ki
n at ten a.m.

“Weighta?"

If winnor takes

“And winner take Rivorn, queried,

Danny nodded. That settled it. He would

enter the ring o’ bis ull riponess of sireneth.
“Weigh in at ten,” Rivera sa

pen went on seratehing.

Roberts complained

to Rivera. 've given too away.
You've thrown tho fight right there. Danny'll
be us strong as a bull. You're a fool. Ho'll

liek you sure.
dewdrop ia bell.
Rive

t got the chance of &

ivera’s was o caleulated look of
Hatred. " Even this it ho despised, and him
had he found the whitest gringo of them all.

Barvly noticed was Rivora as he entered the

tine, Only & slight ry seattering

ripple of b ol Randdupping grveind bica,

The house. .h.l not bolieve o was

the larmb led to siaughior at the hands of ibe
great Dlnm‘ |;<-..1<»-. the house w

ted. pected a rushing battlo
gl P ey Billy Carthey, and
Here it must put up with this poor little tyro
Still hmh--r. it had nnih--u-d its disapproval
of the cha d even U
to one on nmm; gy et
enee's money is, there is its heart.
Tho Merean bey st down in his corner and
 minutes lugged by. Danny
It was an old trick, but
oun, sev fiters. They

=

oo,

1
Tvecit workod o

grow fright w thus and facing
Swa, approhonsions and & sallous, tobacoo-
smoking_audience.  But for onco the trick
fuiled. Roberts was right.

He, who was more dolicat
vy nareod s iring tian sy of thath
norves of this tort, The i
foredoomed defoat in
afest on him,  His hmmlm e gringon and
ngers.  Also woro serubs—the dirty
SRRty ot the T pama, Wbt o, Wi
out efficioney. An
rtitudo that the
“Now you gotta bo eareful,” Spider Hagerty
his. " Spider wae bis chiel sssond,
—them's my
It You_don't, the

s long ns
instructions from  Kelly.
apentl elt 1 sootber fight and givo the
game a bigeor blaok o Angoles.
AL ‘f Jash wad nob cncourasiog,
River ook no notfe, despised prizo
fighting, Tt was tho hated mmw of the hatud
He bad taken up with i, a8 copring
ors 1 the Ui uae
ncause o ho was s ho fact that b
marvelously made for it had meant nolhmn,
He hnml 1. "Not wuaat o had oo
a had ho fought for money. "and e, had
Tound tho m et among the
son of sen hatl ha w 1o fnd hbmaef suossr
ful st despined vos
He

|m Ho meroly knew that he
st win i fights be o other
some. For behind him. nerving him o this
Relier, pore protoundse forees 1
led house dreamed. Dnmx) w nni K

l:)ll(lll lur hlm\n-xl in his b
torri t, with eyes wide open.
g oudy T e sorner of he ring and wart
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ing for his tricky antagonist he saw as clearly
saho had ‘ived tasm,

tho white-walled, water-power factor-
fes ot o Blaneo Ho saw the six thousand
workurt,sarvee und wan, and the il eildrer
soven w ears of age, w d long
Fle for tan sonth w day Ho sy the paramb
Inting corpsus, the ghastiy death’cheads of men
who labared in the dyerooms. He rod
e B T Lo b ok ol the v

e, big-mustached and deep-c
Iumll)' “above all me
whoso heart was so large that there was lo
avectomiat sil Wt Tor the ot end the
ot !

In th
Ri

It had
sod mother's namo. Hi

o had changed it himself, for he had
Touad the mms of Rorassiise hajed by prefocts

of police, jefes . and rur
Big, hearty Joaquin Fornandez! A large
place he occupied in Rivera’s visions. Hfe had

Dot undersiood ay the te, buk éckis bask be
rstand.

 the little pnm
hasty, pervous lises on u
desk. And he could seo
e i
men who did ill deeds, met with his father and
talked long hours where he, the muchacho, lay
not always asieep corner.

type

downat v 'rm.m.,mm.-um. Takea
Yonte ee s our daugh
Ten minutes_had , and he still sat

There were no signs of Danny,
who was ovidently playing the trick to the limit.

Bt woro visious burnd. bofors the e of
Blreras menory. strike, or, rather, the

ockout, becaise the workers of 1 Hlane had
1..4.«1 their i brothers of Punl.l-. The
lunger, tho oxpe peditions in tho hills for barries
o o o vl wn et S
o e, the stomachs of all of thom. And
then the nightima aste of ground before
tho sompany’s .m« the shorisanee of starving

Soldios of Porfto Dinks and the deathapiting
rifls that soomed nover to cone sptting, v
the workr. wrongs wore wshed and wished
again in thoir own blood. And that night!  He
s tho fla
tho slin, eonsign
sharks of the bay.
grisly heaps, secking and finding, stripped
and_mangled, his father and his mother, - His
mother he cspecially _remembered—only her
face projeeting, her body burdened by the weight
of doiens. of bodiet,  Again the st of the
soldiors of Porfirio Diaz cracked, and again he
Uropped 10, tho fround, and. slink away like
some huated dapote o e Ml
e grat roar, as of the s
40 0 e Dy Waso: soulog hi rtht of
ng down the center
ild uproar for the
ro who was bound to win. Every-
roclai Everybody was for him.
Even Rivera's own seconds warmmed o somethini
akin to _cheerfulness Danny  ducked
nuntily through the ropes and enterd the ring.
His face continually sprea
sucession of siles, and
ed i ature, even to the laughter-
nkles of the corners o the eyes and into the
ver was

Again ho erawled over the

so genial a fighter.
ertisement. of e,
Ship. e joked, and laughed, and greeted his
friends through the ropes. Thoso farther v,
‘unable to suppress their admiration, eried lou

35






Ward, and the re cowarids, ready for any dirty
In that n ¥

ce (4
t make him lo onger |

in out on you at the traiia® quarters.”  oxiean lad phainly advertised, o asailed  bloeding, As ho turmod and gaggored inte o
ern made that he had heard with not one blow, nor two, nor & dozen. Ho  elinch, the wolts o from_his
“Sullon littlo dovil,” Rob s mutiored o the  was o gveoscope of blows, & whirlvind of e~ contacts with in rod bars
man next (o him, “He always was that way struetion. Rivers was nowhere. He was over- is
I whelmed, buried beneath avalanches of punches
delivered from overy angle and position by a
master in_the art. He was overborn

i
swept back against the ropes, soparated by the
1 swopt back against the ropes again.

fight. It was a slaughter, o
rize-fighting

h
o saw th ragged hands that delayed only for

tho guse, ool hard.

ons in that e

Back in his comer ho waited, standing up. 2 showin hen happened the amazing thing. The
His soconds had crawled out throug pes,  what he could do ‘.M..‘.mv\mvmw Such  whirling, bluring mixup ool suddenly
taking the canvas stool with them. s the cortainty of tho udience, as wel as it Rivern tood slone, Damy, tho redout

went and favoritism, that it

Wtotake  Danny. iay o ki bk His body uivered as
e to roturn to it. He

noties that tho Mexien stll sayed on his fet.
I I

ot Rivera, 1t raroly saw him, s0 clos Seagpicid an sanle dome s Had b gon
was he enveloped in Danny’s man-cating a over in  long sumping The right hook of

A minute of this went by, and two minutes.  Rivers had dropped him in mid-air with v

quarters of P i Doy St Then in a soparation, it caught u elear glimpse  abruptuess of doath, The reforce shoved Rive
{oguthor, bis ntention to eat up the of the Mosioan, His lip was out, bis noeo Was  bask with 0uo hand, and stood over tha fals

rush to got
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gladiator counting the seconds. It is the
of prize-fighting audiences to cheer a
this_audienee

e, and through this silence the voice
of Roberts rose esultantly:
T told you ho was a two-handed fighter?”
By the dith second, Danny was rolling over
on his faco, and whon seven was counted,
rested on one knee, ready Lo rise after the vmml
of nine_an

Vg by 20 pt Miem dowa sgain Rivers 100K 20
chances. The moment that knee left the floor
he would strike again. He circled around, but

irled in between, and Rivers knew

13
2
g
&E
H
2

fngom wees aqainss Hiony eves pho e
At “nine” the a sharp
Gt bagk. It ras unfalr, bus it enablod
Danny to rise, the s lips.
Doubled partly over, with arms wrapped about
face and abdomen, he cleverly stumbled into a
slineh.” By all the ruls of the e the roferse
should have broken it, but he did not, and
Danny clung on like & surf-battered barnacle
and moment by moment The last
ute of the round was going fast. If he could
live to the end, he would have a full minute in
his corner to revive. And live to the end he did,
‘smiling throug} ness and extremity,
*“The smile that won't come
yolled, and the udienca \aughed in rele.
“The ¥ et e something
Godantuts anay in his corner 1o his
Sdviser while his huodlers worked frantically.
The sccond and third rounds were tame,
and consummate ri

vigor. Bat he tried n
dean had proved a tartar.
to bear his bost fighting powers. I
lrirLs and ) rienea o was he master,
and though e o i . he pro-
‘oaded uisntiBially 1o ohop and wear dows bl
opponent. He landed threo blows to Rivera's
onc. but they wero puninhing blows only. un
tho wum of many ¢ ‘.r them
s it T Ho ‘e romastin
o this twodhandad dub with the ammacing short-
arm kicks in both his fist
Tn defense, Rivera doveloped a disconeerting
straight-left. d aguin, nitack afier
attack he straight-lefted away fro wit
accumulated damage to Danny’ mmuh and
pose. Bt Danny was protean, That was why
he was the coming ¢ e could vt
o syt to svls e now
devated Nimaelf to atghting. T thi ho was
iy wicked, it enabled him to
Evaid the ohher's soaightelet,  Hers ho st the
house wild repeatedly, capping it with a
velous lock-break and lift of an inside upperont

‘uaking the maeb of the Count nad 1 the sou]
of him he knew the reforeo was counting short
seconds on hin,

Again, in the seventh, Danny achieved the
diabolieal inside uppereut. He succeeded only
in staggering Rivera, but, in the ensuing moment
of defensless helplesness, he smaahed bism
rith mnother blow throug 5. Rivera's

u bon e prodietEciicies
below, aail they boosted him back 16 the sdge
o the piatform ouiida the ropem.  Here ba

rested on one kneo, while the referce
the seconds. luside the ropes, through hich
e wust duck to enter the ring, Danny waited

8

for Nor did the referee intorvens or
mnm Danny back.
o bouse wasberde itsdll with delight.
il “m, Danny, kill 'm!” was the ery.

St o o took T wp wath ot e e
a war chant of wolves.

Danay i bia by but Rivers, at the count
of cight instead of ni oxprete
through the ropes ol mleLv mtu ¥ Cline,
Now the refore worked. im away %o
Qo old o bt mmw overy
vastage that an unfair m[sm(' can

But Rivera lived, dase Cloared trom
hi brain, o waa ail of 0 pmce. They were the
hated gringos and they were all unfair. And
in the worst o 1 visions continued to Hlash o
sparkle in his brain—long lines of railroad
track that si
and Amerian” constables; nd
o A water tasie—all the u.u.hd
- plm’lﬂ panorama of his odyssey after Rio
the strike.
slorious, ho saw the
weeping a

bofo ted
was for the gune be rm.u L
Ho was the Revolution.
Maexico.

“The audience by

Ho Tought for i

o grow incensed with
Wh diders o ko tho lieking that

was appointed him? Of ouse ho was foing (o
be licked, but wuld he be so nhﬂllnlh-
about 1Y Very fow wero intorested. i him,

203t weee Yhs cotatn dolin perstegy
of a gambling crowd that plays long shots,
Believing Danny to be the winner, nevertheless
they had put their money on the Mexican at
fous to tan and ome to three,  More than &
was up on the point of how Ty rounds
Hivern ovald las, Wiki noney had appenrod at
tho ringalde prociaiming that bo sould not last
soven rounds, or ov o The winers of this
w that their eash risk was happily sottled,
hid Joined In eheering on the favorie
Rivera rofused to be licked. Through the
eighth round his opponent strove vainly to
In the ninth, Rivera
stunned the house again. In the midst of a
lineh be broks the ook with & quick, lithe
ment, and i narrow space botwoen
ok Datle hia, Hed Hiod froms the’ waisk
uany went 10 tho flor and look tho mfoly of
the count. The crowd wat appailed,  Ho was
Yoiag, Aol 2E Bl v g . i fhs
vieht, upporcut had boen worked back on i,
Rivera mado o attempt to catch him as ho
rose ab i, Tho refereo was openly blopking
that play, though he stood clear when tho
situation was roversed and it was Rivera who
desired to ris
"Toioo In tha tauth, Rivees: puk throighithe
vight upporeut, lftd from wast 10 opponant’s

amile
pover: lfy hib fuce, bk b weas bask o his
Taeatlde ruibie; Whilwiad sa e would,
ho could not damage Rivera, while Rivera,

theough tha bl and witic, dropged him o the
mat i fn mecession.  Dagny did not
' tho cloventh

meuperate 0 qu iy
nd he was

Sl tho our

hibition of his carcer.

jous way, Dut from thea
teenth he put up the gamest ex-
Ho stalled and blocked,
fought parsimoniously, and strove to gather
sireneit, Aluo i fought as foully a8 o sisoser-
ul fgitr knows bow, Every trek and loviso

e eiployed, butting in the clinches with
seoming of accident, pinioning Rivera's ey
Iebvoen s and bedy, love on
Rivera’s clog his breathing. Often,
= T it Wseh bk oes sul saing
3m bu moared: ioedie ssapesablé e vie 1
ear. Everybody, from the referco e

helpi

H

d they
¢ this surprise-box of an unknown, he
was punning all on & singlo puneh,  Ho offered
i for punishameat, sbod, and fented, and
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drow, for that one opening that would enable
him o whip a blow through with all his strength
and turn the tide. As another and
fighter had done before him, he might do—a
could do it,
irength of punch that remained n hus s as
Tonges g ool o 18
Tivers aacnadlesock ok Wilfamiiog 5 i
15 the Tacierais bwmve. o, Dhat ToNs
miade ¥ shovlig, but drov ke ar o i
ugs. Spider Hagorty talked advice 1o
him, ph el L
o was surrounded
25 the fouriesah s b ot
jown again, and himself stood resting,
Tands dropped at side, while the

o reforeo counted.
In the other ot Rivees bad

make his way to Ruberu o whispe
When his opponent arose ho ||mnru\1-rvd he
Sht Jnto o clnoh over against U

could hear Michaeh

“Got 1o, "™ while
nodded.  “Damny's got o, win-—
aton of n
o s tho Rftcenth

h
T o mind sou.

And thercafter Rivera saw no more visions.
They were trying to job him. Oneo agun he
dropped Danay aud stood reting, b hands at
his side. Roberts stood up.

Put some-

“That settled him,” he said, "Go to your
comner.”
He spoke with authority e had often

poken to Rivera at the training qu-rw-, But
Rivera looked hatred at him and w:
Danny to rise. e in the minute
intorval, Kelly, the promoter, camo and talked
10 River

“Throw it, damn you, asped
p e Rt

Rivera showed with his eyes that ho heard, but
he made neither sign of assent nor dissent.
“Why don’t you speak?”" Kelly domanded.
“You lose, anyway. Spider Hagorty supple-
mented. *The referee’ll ke 1t away from you.

Listen to Kelly, and lay dow
Ly down kid," Klly piesdd, “and Tl
help You 1o the championship.”
Rivera did not answe
“Lwill, 50 help me, kid.
A the stike of the gon Rivera sensd some-
thing {mpen hou not.
ever it was ide the ing with hi
i vory sloke - Dany*s savlor ety e
rmed to him. The confldence of his advance
iehtened Rivera. Some trick was about to
rhod, Danns rushed, but Rivera s the
oncounter. stepped weay inty slety.
What the other wantad was & elingh. It was

next
sed, ot ot ndaat, Just s their bodies
shoul v, Rivera darted
e vl vy sy ke
gueuae aised m oy of foul. Rivers had fooled
thy ree paused irresolutely.
Lt mumlcu o

a boy I vy

decision
uttered, for

ce from the gallery

“Rivera gpenly, aud foreed
him, while Rivera danced away. ~Also, Rivera
nado up his mind tosrike 20 tare blows at the

t
was with the outfighting that remained in hi
Qiven the least opportunity, they would ke
foul on bion, iy threw all eaution to the
rounuls g tore st lnd into
The bay who dared 2ot mest him at o

ters. Rivera was struck again and -nm he




‘Ward fought for money. for the easy life that monc
fought for far greater stakes: to him, money was guns,

took blows by the dozens to avoid the perilous
clineh. ~ During of
Danny's the audience
mad. 1t did not understand. Al it could se

ht?” it de mand(d mu,.

low!" “Open up, you cur! ‘Open up! it m,
u sure got ‘m, Danny!

ll ‘m!”
In all the house, bar none, Ri
only

e x
this collective passion of ten thousand thry
rising surge on surge, was to his brain no more
than the velvet cool of a summer twilight.
nto the seventeenth round Daany caried bis
under a heavy blow, drooped
Danny thought it was his

‘would bring. The Mexican
and guns were freedom

chance. The boy was at his mercy.
Rivera, feigning, caught him off
lashing out a clean drive to the mouth.  Daany
went hen he arose, Rivera felled hmx
with & dgwrichop o the right on peck
hree times he epeated this e Bapitle
for any referce to c these blows fou
Sh it i Kelly pleaded to the refer
- that officil lamented back. He

Thus
guard,

heroic. still kept coming
up. Kelly and others near to the ring began to
ery out to the police o stop it, thoug!
corner refused to throw in the towel.
saw the fat police ¢
to dlimb through, the ropes.
what it meant

on_ his feet, tot erogeily
before him. ree and the captain were
both reaching for Rivers when he struck the
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last blow. There was no need to stop the fight,
for Danny did not rise.
“Count!" Rivera cried hoarsely o the referce.
And when the count was finished, Danny’s
sssouds gathered him up and carried hin to ix

m.

Rivera demanded.
Reluctantly, S eree canght Ha gloved
han and bl ko

I ot & Ssusiinions i Tivws
He walked to his corner unattended, where his

them, swept it on
ten thousand gringos were included.
trembled under him, and
exhaustion. ore his eyes the hated faces
swayed back and forth in the- giddiness of
nauses. Then he remembered they were the
guns. The guns were his. The Revolution
could go on.




