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THE HIDDEN WORLD

T la with 2 sange wonder that we of acth on,
It

that rose upon us from

Yo et Nor ave 1, Aol Vance, any
Tess of wonder or awe than those about me, for all
that 1 saw that they did not, for all that T stood
where never men had stood before at the heart of
that dread mystery and mence,

yomg e Dured Kol sad arky
Ihm(ﬁﬁ:memu(mdﬂtog:
bis e sven it hs

ship had come to be shared also by Richard Fen-
ton and myself, two of the Foundation’s youger
sicsts.

o

An unusual quartet of friends we made, but one
which was bound strongly together. At the time
the manifestatons from the

For though 1 lived through th
vast, mounting trror of the thing
toits colossal rashing end, even
to me now it seems strange, and
wonderful, and._facredible,
mos, that the end came as it did.

Four men only were there at
the end, though a recling world

hidden world began, the time of
the appearance of the firt lght-
it it Ky, wt ot w

o
without immediate families. It
‘s the custom of Dr. Kelsall and

was at the end of one of these

ising upon the un- given to me, by Dr. K:
sn!p«vi-[ . And now that self. were passing up

‘up this record of the hidden stegs of the great gray rumu.
wnrid :m( of EDMOND HAMILTON
oy e N in 0 i 8 st cmss dos ot o i
sow that I at. tomers above the usosl run of { 3d pued from
et o e | S, World o belee s suh oy, From b pecet 2
b the vandpilnt of it it certainly stands o]
SNt ey vo boen storics of the interior of our. ec Wik bt
o of s || m.m:um Verne, mmr‘mmm.m".n tendered me.
that rushed T forgot un-
wpon s it is | The provat suhor, oveners ety oo || v how
with v four ‘plan which is P you this,
men, that [ m\mhﬂ have Vanee", he re-
ehoose to regarding the pos marked, diect
gin. on and they prociim ing my atten-

“The first and || - Domical standpoint, although tion to a small
eldest, Dr. nnncmmmbm article on_ the
Howard Kel- el enmeplont oy u:deEA paper's

rated ot our worl o of sy ather world, andane || $66"A trang
hypulh therefore, is as good as aotber. r———
Incdenly, the author bas ratd o marvlow adven | 41 1t
ture story in addition to mali ? s it it en't th
terpices of acience fiction, It mmly one of the most || work of some
d || reporter’s imag-
rk. we know that you will not wish to lsy down the book il you ination.”

s 3 much || Guishit T took the pa-
coveted  posi- and we
tion, but Kel- paused there at
sall 'was mnudtd by all to have merited i, Ttis the te top a( the steps as T i the  Tule

unneee e oscpilate e the i was but a few inches in length, 3

e tht had esabished s repta
inge theory of thé formatin of the
x«u, and Andes mountain-chains, bis well-known
leition o the Wit i pimeral o el
and the ot i be bad won 3

very real e 08ttt o B b s
e years b bi chef asisaat at the Foundar

great ul!l: du;uxr.h dated from the little coast town of

Kismaya, lying in
the equator. The
‘manifestation of

sircken it e the e popeation o1 e

miles to the north, on the preceding
e T e g, i B ik iy




spon the fine of the equator, incideatally, there had
te traders also, who
of the surprising.
hat incompreheasibl story which the terror-
sticken natves told.
1o that story, it had been but a few

e assem-
blage of huts that

. There
bad been o saund, no warning. A brilant shaft
o binding e lght bad sruply ssbd upvard
from the earth at the village's edge (0 a heig
ﬁlly feet. This light-shat,they said, had teap
v fetin dinaeth, 1. nar s 1p d
i blinding blue light an equaly daz-
ling spot or circular portion of pure white lght.
For perhaps two minutes the giant light-shaft had

el G, e twrarsmod stivs s second

been
i 1o s o the il of whie Tght i e
near the top, that the brilliant shaft was turning,
ir around. Then sud-

i

seat all in the fear-stricken vik-

i i was pmnn. ongh sty nd s |
banded the paper back to Dr. Kelsall I shook my
ke the

He nodded thoughtiully. “Perbaps s, Vance”,
be sid. the story was comobarated
. the white men, and the truth seems quite circum-
stantial”

The Second and Third Lights

7 ot b b, thogh, that the casal ver
dict which T rendered thus upon that first dis-
patch was the on given also by the worldat arge,  tha
fr i the das i lowe 1o e s
o the thing appeared in s, Such
Sige. Shesomann s, .t anamlat
among the dispatches o the great ress-syndicates,
the greaer partof them being howxes of one kind
or another, 01t s ot surprsing that this partialar
incident evoked no further nterest. 1 know that 1
had completely forgotten it by the next
Dr. Kelsall made no eference o it in the days that
el 1t vas oo, e, il the spparnce
inthe press o the dich oram Ishand,
e oy dhy e, te it imaa t
Fir wan e ack 0y memory and 1. those
many others
Mran Lnd, sccin to this sew it
dnds g of the

there, and it was from planters and islanders alike
that this second report now came. The gist of the
thing was that, 2 Fittle before morning on the pre-

here take seriously

day, and o

SCIENCE WONDER QUARTERLY

celng oy, 3 i b o ight ad bensen
onthe s sth o the slnd
Mhadseomed e o the mLh indet,sfar hat
almost it msthave e equator
st pepcndiai sl of ks ot
Sllance, £ bad st up brom the witers s
Thea et bracen trough the iht, rad bovered s
minute o two, and then had Rashed down and out
ofsgit. The awed wetchers on Mora sand had
. at first, the beam of some ship’s search-
g bt e o of dewn et hod e
closed no cralt whatever to the southward, making
the ing sem i el
his second phenomenon world
b s o e commint, bt h e nd
similar occurrence at Kismaya now made of this
incident somethiag of more interest. Scien-
tiss, when questioned concerning it, agreed in at-
tributing the two great lightfashes to falling mete-
ors, They douted whether the flshes had really
asted for minutes as reported, and also refused to
o e Sauog
Tight ug

—9

the details
st e ight odthe wiitecice o
t bad been reparted from Kismaya. Ameioe

o the cquo they explined by e sssmpicn
the earth was entering a thin bel or region of
crs which bppeaed o e i he sume paoe
with oar planet’s equater
This theory, .mqwmdm meant that more
meteorlashes might be e equatorial
repoms, 1ad hongh the d-w bad its defects it
y, the most plausible one advanced.
Irmste i great steady shattsof rilance
had been described by
s nd ors ere very differeat from
a meteorslightning flash downward, but that could
be accounted for by the excitement of the witnesses,

puid to readofthethin et it s fom my

And hom 1 kneww this sec-
it v e o Gttt w1 tht e
o 8 shor elaripto the Adiondass ot
o opportunities of discussing it
e ot forgotten it by the time that he
seturned.

Three weeks after that sccond phenomenoy
though, the matter was hmughi fnmbly back tomy
mind and to the world's s s,

was one of m gt uum'q»

EE'

to designed to transpart 2 thousa

d passengers in
most hnry o the workd,and 5 he b ofthe
incident was. bome

e
Pacic from such 2 globecircling cruise. It had
‘ventured,in the gast months, through the Athantic
and the Mediterranean, through the Indian and the
Pacific oceans, and as that day closed was heading
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eastnortivesstwand toward Panama on the lst ap
of tstrip, i

a
ml'ylka:.-iihﬂduiﬂ_a-‘:(iu

of the Marquesas, with the equators fine a fitle
north of the ship.

Asthe s of hn dy v westwad, here-
fore, the grea
bt gy o 47 qmrly pvbd
sailos were preparing o perform the ancint nauti-
onies prope to “erossing By
the time tha twiight had come, ndeed, those cere-
monies were already going on amid the shonts and
Taughter of passengers and crew alke, the exact
fine of the equator Iing at tha time a e toward
the north,the ship forging slowly and obliquely to-
ward it. ' It happened, therefor, as the dim dusk
thickened, intent upen the clowning of the group

elore them, passengers and sailors alike had no
thought of the thing that was to come. No thought
untl in another moment,tha thing was upon them.

hau-mnz shead ofte s thre bl s
denly the deeening twilight a
S of s e etvcs sl 10

wasacicle of pare whie light by whid
ing could be marked, and in that first stunned in-
sl:nl as the 1m. in an.\wtr u 3

‘This explanation, ressonable enosgh, was con-
ared in b'y e momprpes vl made
pewdest comment n the stmage e oedst
Desirous zs they were of 2
avare e e Bshing ut of et bl Gghe
shafts jons of earth's surface was

y of but lttle intrinsic imterest to thei readers, save

for 3 few of the more scientifeally inclned. So
tat thosgh o 3 ay ot o they pusted vt
comments they could gather on the Calorna in
dent, e ey e of e develpments o ~
gard 10 it could not bat make it soon of n

nd str
Apee aud eadie o d b th s nd st
h,

My own interest, though, defnitely
caught by the strange recurrence of the phenome-
oyt | reslvd 1 a3 with Dt Ko,
Vi d shows s it s et gy
When 1 resched our spartment that eveniog,
though, I found llulDr i yetarrived
at it from the F , nor was e there
Darrell and Fenton and 1 retumed there after
dinmr, Tt was sl cxogh, howers at s
subject uppermost in my mind just then shoakd

m \hm ot o that shait extended down m dqns
hemies, glvmeing

seemed an eternity to them, that (un! beam nb-l
tumed there, and then 3 it had ap-

peared it had sna o ot o cens
Jearing hos on the grat i v o ach o
whitefaced in the darkening dusk.

Kelsall's Theory
UCH was the ale the e et o

had faled o evoke, Again the mm, i hpend,
and upon earth's equator
stances! The matter seemed to many nmuw for
that reason, but the

to their ealier statements. The thing, they said,

was but sothr sty of el badbon bd decded

he ist two, and happening at the equator as they
hadconfemed the teary et the arth's equatoral
regions were in the plane of a thin meteor-be
oo whichth exrth was pasig The e
ments of those on the C

ihe grat e shalt of lght bad e fl
minute ortwo and had slowly turned with ts

circle of light upon it the scientists disere
For, 35 they explained, a meteors brillant fash
caedby s buming op belors il canrexch ey
surfce, often s a8 o impress the visual
errs it . o ofdaion o longer than

discussion of it when Dr. Kelsall fin
Iy

silence. out beyond s,
i silence for the moment, his strong face and keen
steek-gray cyes sceming brooding upon somethiog,
e sat there for moments unspeaking before turning
finaly toward us.
rrell—Fenton—Vance—" be said, bis eyes
moving over us. “It's about thisthng that [ want-
o ookt you i
—these three light-shafts?” asked
Du-nll od Wl nodic
sid, “these three great lighteshats,
it b Rtk o beig, one s st
three difierent 's
what n your opiien, o e thse ighhats to
appear? Meteors?”

Darrll shook his head. “No, that's what we
were discussing when you came in, Kelsall, and
that they couldn't be meteor-flashes.
For all who saw them say, apparently, that they
were great beams or shafts of ight nstead of lash-
e eteors were seen or beard.  Yet what,
then, could have caused them?”

“I do not know that,” Kelsall said quietly. “Bat
e ting 1 doknom, s thig st mce ther 0

mumm
1 propose that we four go there and solve the mys-
r'

tery of them when it does
Astounded, we stared toward him, but then be-
is  fore we coud ask him 2 question of the many that



L]

‘whitled suddealy o our brain, be had turned and can say posiively almost that if that fourth shaft
ad ks the smll gbe rom the bl beside ppert it vl do o twaty dys d s and ol
bim, bad turned back to us and was speaking quiet-  hours from tis st one, which sets s the time of
o s appsrance bl belore midsiht on the
JTelr oo cnundd the gt e ikt of Moy 2, s it
discovered,” he said, “you must understand tha  And I propase, o w o b e when
locations in which these three strange lightshafts dots appear!

Bave appeared on arth. Now as you know the first “For who can tell what mysteies ie behind the

light shait appeared just north of Kismaya ia Brit- appearance of these strange, ght-dai?

K Eut Al st 0 he o, on he ighof Voo ca 1l wht we fou i Tearn if w
two ready to study it? W:lh:nl:l

y as all
earth's equator. But there s a stranger thiog tha o rillance, which could not have been

50 one else noticed—and mummseuma any men, yet have appeared around
light-shaft appeared just one-fourth around earth's earth's equator with human and more than human
equator from the irst| exactness and regularity of time and place? What

ookt Yot bere b wometting s i ik natomable s, thele ppost?
strange. Here at this dot T mark on the blue of four s given the chance to slve these quesions.
Pacifc is the lattude and longitude reported In that solution it may well b that we will pene-

equator from ‘mom
second lightshalt, exactly a balf around eart's  tion,aslencein which, with minds strangely awhirl
equator from the first! In other words, these mys- from the things that Kelsall had spoken, we gazed
o st of bt b et Mave ke - i, ot cuch other. Ths ey, 22 cr
ubd-( 2 regular progression around eath's eyes met, we knew
ppeing ey pon that equac, - thught, 3nd Darel el t Kelsl spakng
38k apprrig iy et rvend ety oo
e, o o s oo “Were with you, Kelsll” he said_quiedy.
that being 50, can it be doubted that when “Whatever mystery fes behind these light-shafts,
7 it will sppea in the _ we'ee going with you to solve.”

CHAPTER I
The Spheres from Below.
sat (G A HALFHOUR beoremidight o May 2
the fourth light-shait should appear—and
‘that's but six hours from now "

will undoubtedly appes

'Dnym-ﬂlny,vtmm'ﬂuuml? Wl e e grea blcket overthe ath, The et

oo il erad he sccounts of the tree gt closeacked e, he ik o snd s
by

as regular intervals oﬂneuufqnn. Bactly phmaummmmm-mmmm-

.-ms, h'ummm
ny-nunm-lnumlmg. The same ~ beneath—these gunddom&munnlﬂa.ln

hoars elapsed between ‘The whole scene about us. th
mmwmﬁthmummwm the e Jie, plant and ani-
Callrwi. With this regular i mal, with which it swarmed, and it was a fecundity
therefore, it cannot be doubted that the same inter- 2

val wil separate the it was

appearance of the third
fourth lightshafts, f a fourth appears. So that we  We four, bowever, were staniing upon an island
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shaped clearing o was
bounded on two sdes by the broad, ocher flods of
two swiftrunning rivers, the Malgre and the Tau-
raurua._These poured together at the point of our
long trisnglelearing, continsing on their course
35 one (o the great Amazon away to the south. It
was somewbere on or near this trangle of land
between the two rivers, according to Kelsall's cal-
culatons, tha the fourth of the strange light-shafts
would appear if it appeared at all, and so it was
toward one side o the triangl, along the Malgre's
shore, that our brown tropical-tents were ptched,
our long riverskifl moored beside them.

Tt was in that Jong, turdy cralt, and by virtue of
its strong litle motor, that we had made our way
up the Malgre to this poiat where the Tauraurua
fowed intoit. For the swiftsteamer we had man-
aged 10 catch had brought us from New York to
Para within ten days, aud then, procuring the stout
riverskif that was large enough o hold us and all
our equipment and apparatus, we had proceeded up
the Amazon by river-steamer to the poiat where the

i that ocean of green, thick i, a long, trzngular-
ing of brown earth and sasd which




vt T vt e e
tollsoze part of our

aetratog,a s our
s ha B or gl e o e s e
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ts nothing human behind the sy of the g

shafts which we have come
“But our plan of action?” qusunn!d Darel. “In
case the fourth light-shaft does appear it will last

s it was, it had only been on the preceding day
1t e bad rechd i tsnle of s ad
Untl the prsat moment we 1ad
e apparatus, That apparatus had i
5 viols momaat n st rogh oarey it
in'the skif, for much of it was of & super-senitive
and delicat nature. There were black-cased camer-
1 e nd il typessome equipped with v

screens. scopes lay

ey b e e lvisonctr cyens nd

troscopes that bad been set up by Featon and

oyl I forthgret bttt appned e
u, be strange if we four with the

g qﬂpmml which we bad set up

ko bl 1 e ety s

to determi

only for seconds, and we'll need to be quick if we're
to gather any data oniit i

Waiting For Midsight
ELSALL nodded. “Yes, Dareel, and for that
e el ke p seprte atos hea the
time approache at you s5d Vanc here o
take up s at the nrth o brondend of s
triaogular clearing, just at e fngs g Yoo
will old the to cameras, ready to turn them upon
wxuum spot the fourth shaft appears i it does
ear; Vance, who like Featon is a physicist and
s ok betertsn e, can e he
Auoroscopes to determine whetber the shaft s luor-
escent i nature. Fenton s L on e ot and,
will station ourselves down

hough i lsed bat o min-
‘whether elec-
mwndmﬂm«mlyhn
We were ready, indeed, for the coming of the
fourth fght-sh .n.yumu-.:wmm
Scome-gbed, it bemeiel with hea
s sviging svays s ou i, was i
t

:
£
i
X
i
3

Pt
H
2
:
H

ng‘

givings.
chase? Had the appearance of those three light-

shaft, after all, been due only reak of
mlnul s, the epular rogesion o time aad
re coincidence, and had Kelsall been

me
o ald m i b hat
otber lightshaft

These were the ques
sttt togeor i
sunset westward flared and ndc,aod o, fra

ere where we stood an-
ok sope ki fem boua?
it st me 4 we

i e, arde o s (o epecta fourth
Hight-shai to appear at this exact spot.”

L idiated, i » wave of my and the thick
walls of jungl that rose around our rive-bordered
clxing, and Davl and Fenon gazd sy

ind at my gesture. Kelall, though, shook his

head.

o Vi he id, 5 ot Gkt
pears it will do s0 here and a
Tidight. T ekt o halr the lypuﬂm

yourself
enton curiously. “You'
e vestured sy o 1, bt o mat kv e

sl bue rew grave st the qustion 1 e
3 theoy” be i, smy, bt ook o L want to
ention now. A theory ‘which to my mind can
Tios st th apparace of s strange
shale ofHght,yet which 5 o srling, s e,
almost, that even you could ot take it seriously
Sow. But i amohe Tghts shalt appears here, if

e did not finish, but
and T stod ther b b

i equincid sky burning out brightly over-
head, wi

time and place.”
“But there’s nothing unusual here,” I said. “We've

b e i runniag throogh the
darksmassed jungls on all sids of s Night was

immeditlysround it nd we've found sothiog une
‘usual—g0 sign of the presence of human lfe, even”

upon
that hour, that moment, for which we had trailed to
this spat, 50 now we began to follow Kelsall's or-
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ders and to arrange. wlsdv:i and our masses of ap-
parates abut the long cleariog.

4 oy e widh the comiog of dns
Andnﬂ-e minutes dragged past with no other

broad base in effect, Darrell and 1 quickly srtup
the

the ik wall o the junge. That baseor il of

the pmm_ priend

e about us, 35 the great ropcal comstelivions

ﬂoptd majestically across the sky, to my physical

dicamlort vas added e retam o my fouled
I

our triaogular clearing was perhaps three-quarters  doubls.

of a mile in width, and from that jungle-bordere
base the clar tranle of gromd siche ot

on either side by the = swit
sives, for a similar disance, o the

The Light Appears!
]T seemed to me incredible, xllws_l. that we four

To. Towas spn 0 ip aow o Kill and i
10t it p thelown spprt e e
trographs and electrical apy and 1
Aing them nd woking withou )umpfr in the
e i gttt 1t ol the

done,

us met e mat
the learing’s centr, Hmeh‘mt upour positions
with our apparats.

Kelsall clasped the hands of Darell and myself
strongly. “Darrell—Vance—", he aid, “I know
that ou il do oo beston i, Berady,
the t does appear anywhere within sight
emmyum ianstruments on it at onc

, raising his hands for the moment
ot shoutlrsof Kol 28 s, WO
ready for it he said. “And if nothiag happens—
well, well ave done our best”

With these words, we tumed, and then the four
of us had separated, Darrel and 1 stiding toward
the deain’s st fogloanl vhird o i

e Kelall an

o eary ol e pro
fusion of fierce wild lfe in the jungles about us
making that a necessary precaution. At our posi-

last preparations bad aud our wait for
{he ppeaanc o e et Bebbabalt b

A glance at my watch showed me that there re-
mained still more the

ing of that moment, a half-hour
which Kelsall bad ealculated as the time of the next
appearance. We had begun our watch thus

culations might have been a litle inaccurate, and
0 woed b ready b the ghtluls patce

o 4 e a5 vt cnld e et e
stalight the dask, vague shapes of Kelsall and Fen-
ton, crouched likewise with their own equipment,
but they were as silen as ourselves.

Uomd mysl Btsing n st -.um toall the

jongle behind us, the =y m«.y.m. saorts or
o oy e o gy sty the sl
sounds of countless insects, the occasional swsh-
ing of lage lizards or repties n the rvers to east
and west. The sullen heatof the day, the burning
heat of the equator upon which we were, had

m g, n s hose - gl

Kelsall had discovered to bring us o this wild spo,
far from civilzation's farhest outposts, i the 1
ipation of witnessing a re
t bad already occurred. frpein
Koy s, b 1 expect that a fourth of
strange I was o agpear at exactly
ths spot, at the exact time that we bad calculated.
Aot s st tme sowly appssche, 8 my ks
hands steadily approas e position that
ek e s beore 5 midaight, and a
o slightest unusual sight or sound came from o
Li

et sow it the doubt becomiag strong
tronger.
" Dere o, was was beside me as sleat and un-
moved ss ever, and far down at the s tip

T cold ke out sl te dck figurs of el
and Fenton, witing, ike ourselves, With watch in
hand, now,  watched the larger hand slowly mov-
ing toward the alE-bour positon, only minutes re.
maining now until our calculated moment would

s v Sovy, minste by minte, st band
‘posi-  moved, and poy

4 halfdoten minutes of
e hafbons 8 e st ki
fow it was within four minutes, three, two,
nne—’l'tnuly Darrell and 1 were watchiog h,
Do, as the watch's hand moved
single minate of the awaited momm{o\lr i nd
clenched unconsciously with su

nerves taut with suspense, with our hands ready on
the instruments before us, Darrell and 1 waited,
fing ahout w, guing st—sating! Mo single
appeared in that moment in all
Fypinin the jungle about s and bebind us,
50 lght shait or sign of onel G
with

of thele gtrisge fighbabas, bud pro

ter all. 1 took a step forward, to go down to Kel-
il d Feston, dsmppoltment ‘wrenching sl at
my beart, A sinle step forward I ook, and then,
abruptly, T had balted in my tracks while at the
same moment there had burst a hoarse cry from
Darrell, bekind me.
re before us,at the center of our great trian-
gular claring, almost, half-vay between ourselves |
and gur two friends at the tip, there had stabbed |
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upward 3 terrii beam of beillant blue
g oy dazzling intensty in that moment
eyes! Fifty

tuing 3 ¢ overe
olig st

TIn the siogle fastan of the terrific beam's ap-
rﬁnn(zl Jad lopid ths thing andthen i

back to th black foroscopes which in the
e et s e st Besde
e 1 heardthe rapid cicking of Darlls cameras
knew that even at that same stant Ke

ed instanly u
swiltly exposed them, one after
ihe great towering shalt of ble bl

been one of infite

it stading out e al hngs bout s 0
its blue glare, and workiag fike madmen in that

iy
rell was exultiog,

‘omet it ur ndrumentstrcrd s
ta. Around and around el b
more than 3 minate, the whllr(tzhl it won 14
oe, belsn o moing sound
torn.  But that minute seemed to
fours Then abuply, st
ad appe, i semed to
W in cxtiogished I, Jeviog v oy

dy i s-nhly .

of iy Aallmm hatsemed decyr

e e Gt
t*—"batin God's
v b

teve i s weve got our dta o it Dar:
"And there come Kelsall and

at can it

., the ground where the grea
agpear oephpd iyt
e ey o whic ickens e wih dvnd 10

|.. m  lghtning ntnt the hingbad
gt sabbig o o Jelor

h,m it fared o 3 moment Bidigly heore
at the same instan there broke from about usa
iasc thanderons deonatn that was ke the
ruh of coliding plnes!, Sammed own aainst

;

g

y
vt ha aa falyth g gt sad
oren, an st s lowig, e
beloe us now, between our two

it of Darel and mysel d s of Keall and
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Featon, there in the clearings surfice the ~ ming in the ai behind. the mo-

ek out of s et shaltor wel, o€ hunded_meak that e huled. ousles fasid the jugles

feet in diameter at least, and perfectly circular in thick cover I had half-tumed and had seen that the

‘And 23 Darrell and 1 10 ourfeet  swarming meal spheres,teis white beams fashing
downveard into

3

|

t giant shaft’s edge and i
3 v bl ] o were s b 5
Dingly down o it ot side,we s by the

 wee emergg fom the shalt oo e apes

§
H
H
2
1
i
s
g

we were .
prehend even what thing lay before us. Mechanic-
all inkis into the great  they had

by, ) we. int
shaft, noting oaly in that moment that it was as  rou

sides, unerringly over
theough rock and soi alke el vetically dowaward

10 3 point where even the white starlight from il
illumine the tenebrous. depths|

{12 e e bkt s opnog e sphrv o
now, 3
St b, ol ks, gt bk fom the oo

CHAPTER Il
The Things o Flesh!
= «y
echoed in our ears, | was avare anly of Dar-
el iching my arm, jerking me




these grotesque arms
towered the great white mass o the body itsel,and

s wer b nly o
dark and sacerike e across a
iraar 1n shaps, wih beaeah it 8 hoisota row
o seven sl vound apesues i the body which
seemed the thing’s mouth.

Such were these things that moved out of the
spheres towand the mgionets Kelal s Fston,
s

r sav, even
the daat of oo that had et s

t 2 mumber of those fesicreatures beld
mLh\n the testaced gras o p o thir suange arms

small cubes of the same metal as their spheres, an
o mm&l:ﬂmd by the -r:l\llnux with vhich
and Fenton

«m rky St s sa ow o s e
s gonge o avitly and icomprtansbly

ot

Clpmm{

UT now, thovgh, while Darrell and T gazed forth
st it b, v et e grt
fishlngs were g ends fxedly with
their great single seturned.
thei sar, ceaplng » iy and 1 cold s Rene
he automatic at his kip,
then more avay from it s thongh he izl that

e things, who swayed there with bis ¢
d bis great weight erect upon bis

ings benath s e, It wis 3 though uu m...,
O ing i g o oy

Those whisting sounds,ising and falliog P m
Tnodiations which mad t Syent enough st
eeatun wasspeakin, speaing 1 s own iangs
way to our friends.

To that whistiog speech, though, nether Kelsall
o Fenton made ey, inpy shkit hec hexdio
" very evident gestre of lack of understanding
AR sk bve b red corety by the vture

fore them. For a moment longer he contem-
ated th, then urned 3 fidle and divected for

2 brief moment his whistling speech at some of

t once

, moving with infinite efforts

s thok g wigh d bon suddenly
s to ot whersthey cold il e
h Toward Kelsall
o0 o Ty et snd theny 35 e ared

SCIENCE WONDER QUARTERLY

with bearts poundiog from our cover, we saw that
they hdlﬂ!winurmlnuﬁmd vere propel-
|N[Ml door of ope of the rest-

"o on (umpulumlw of that acions meaning ca
o 4 2 we andrsuod . snther omest hat

hes tures weee.
Kelsall and Featon, prisaners, down to whatever
i they had rse from, | el 0 |

pasion, him e moment i our
direction,  furtive glance as though to assure hir-
s of o e s eyes discerned

two figures there, on the point of rushiog out

o him, e s i ke 8 it and oun
st tovard b o geure Ut 43 plsy a8
Sords womed v ‘mome
Slate i he face of that gesture, the attention of
S obtios i the clscag pon oo lendy
 second-thought came to us an
the nwex.mm of such an
i, ve ok bk o oo
Crouched_there, Darrells hand  gripping
shoair ighly, we waehed s Kekl snd Fenton
were ordered inside the sphere before them.  Then
there followed them inside a number of
creatures, the door w i
Rt of over the s 0 e o ing about
ros upwand, " The gt metl globe . con-
ur two capun moved it
kot othes Sowmwac, o e er ;\uu
i swily mountiog sped, 0d o
Whatever strange and uasus i
B Hetvmonicn b o o
that warld, we kaew, that
‘takenl

“Captured ” My whisper as we crouched the
was o of hopeless despi. “Captred—Kelsa
i Fenon—and God koows nto what horors
th they've been takent”
 “Steady, Vance,” iired Darel besde me
ne chance to get Kelsall aad Featon free,
o gl s o e lesp from beiog di
ese things now.”
Dnrrd(s caution to me came none o0 soon, for

iscove

v it the e speres and trat holding our
frends having diappes to te i
the great mass of lyhu:s anging shove th dar.

ing was m Sl o than a hundred

number, he iaming o thi operation soun-
s like the droniog of a great be
n

it formed a@ circle of perhaps 2

panded uati
diameter of which the clearing and the shaft was

thecens, Ta that ig thebundrd pbers moved

steadly, one taking the place of the
lways that formation,
i

held alwy
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ores babiing b inde s gt e, eered,

undispatable fact of the molten fres made

l.im llpsnbh

e same time we had forced upon s the
mmy i fct that it s
world within earth’ that these

mass,
Sesiereaures bd ren spon s, And how,in he
bee of what we knew, could such a s
A d grater sy sill,
mmd it
s strg
it b oo e st Ve
it was o ly e ht hegra ight-he ud
ppered, but st thee other am ocated with

ch a great
eath our-

space  monsters there at the shalt's

erect, and would dlearing
£ o Dul el e b Yo g grat whie

mouth remained there
il 2 iy 3 ve, hir cubeconains of

the yellow ray grasp or at hand.
Onewesaw S oy oot from e sphres e
e smi
e o apertars that seemed i cchte outs
14 gused thae thy e g, wce drawig
s or T 1 he sphres some
i id o semblgid oo,

on earth's equator el four beig Tf

disant ey fom ach otirl A whit
e of those four strange columns of

light, lll why had the foirth only b:en (ollavud

of a shaft upward?” And, above all,

sol n mogsters in burs

ing of
‘hat was the

ing up their spheres, in guard-
ing now so wmhlully the ml lhl!l that n:‘l.helr
paisageny?

Tortured Hours
seemed to me during the seemi
Sonrs ofthat day ha those qustons wre ke

ing of my mind a mere chaos of wild

that had occarred,
Iy aliea o the natural course

iy mtunl reson, that i i oaly
‘with an effort that 1 could consider it ev

s, ceiog G
cnating oy e 531 w
S o B et vhkh e v o
ourselves.
That our situaton was i truth a desperate one
wls ‘more and mau apparent to us every hour, For
the buring sunslowly travesed it path across
1he heavens ovrhead, tarag down upon i
:‘I,Iaabwt us with its full blstein ‘heat, w
£

of
rendless

eat, hough, théte was no bruk
inthe dndl

, and
time that umm ¢ we s o o g
westward, m mind became
ettt e th e of Kl o e

escape gt feshe

monsers i th clarig, whom 1 fnd oped the

sur's heat would drive to the shelter of their

sty iy e wafeced by, 1t s 3
ing that puzzled m

o e hat rakes fom s avertous and ine

s s bt ol sl b il s 1

un,
ﬂmmd them
e grot
n(cmuny ot
there in their watch of the coun-
hatt, 50 ha to brek rom
::; retvatthoaghfo bt 4 moment would be S

ert an

st el 4 Dl s il 4

iy B s e b o o {.

or we knew that ot .u

¢ Kl mﬂhﬂlmn S haty
water, indeed,

o
a little m-m 3 twg fom e 10
lﬂﬂﬁ b: g "c

batof e b bk m'-ng: e
< losog o thove e
aad making s sociwbat dhay, O 1T

r\umd m:ldenu\ly, T nain by
form of electronic stream shot wi

intense concentrated power, This, as T

kaown. or cathode ray of our own scien-
i b g Immcsety s couctned
and forceful had upon all matter it touched aa
e
Desperate Chance

VIR il i o e s of ek

force a5 to wreck comy
ool ol e oy e

é

destroying

rom those.
dowa the matier touched b, the ray by trassformiag it
scattered swarm of pro-

into a comparatively tiny
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md-md hu[e d“ﬂc i!“n?b, mlm
35
divined sven nslhll the lmnmm had

a project

that for sooght
s tion of desd T & it oy ot
us. 1 gras

7
s the dakacs o the grund ad e gt

maummymmﬁ gers had encountered
l.llw{and hu w:-

ightly, ane m Bl i
o g Trom ot gce o cnimot a
ck brush, were creeping out mml we crouched

upon the

favike ry it the i bekind, Thia wsker sad
il bsute of ity weal

e
ness, had
fore it to Gty the

¥ e it wih s broad "
ot forth, that lectronsiream o enoueh
speed against the aif's atoms to result

‘moment to send the sphere driving forward, its
dcion big alerd By chnging the diection of
o, while ts ltered by

o decesia the e of th setrone

vined some
yellow s dowaward to

hlml mm( bll '.M ﬁlng
,..“"L nys .-aa’

combined
in‘s:nddmlnndmuul

lmmlhm
the scheme, wild a8

chaace, Darrell”
‘Our one chance to get down that grea
to il Kl and Femon it whieer g

0 taken and rescue them, bring

il slowly nodld, “Well b to try i
Vance. Tt we could get free—could warn the world
of th coming of his hags fom hnnlh and

l oy, So hat

'!l.Wour

Ity our one T whispered.

menace that that coming must mean to the to the river

ord—neid do o iy cnogh Bt thres 1o
for us to get freeof this plice with all those
sphers o, e s o 5 o

“Its so, Darrel oAnd T we can gt ope
down u;ml‘bun. il and o bk 500
u

in inite
o g e, o bngwilid st ach m
o

‘possible, we.
1= the cearng 1 the whie igh i
sphere!

lown ur eyes
roup of spheres and eshmonstes at s cene
around the shaft's mouth. For a moment we waited

ward
Tt splished. Mdly, dm splnh seeming tremen
to my stined e n the comparative e at

ey ot o ad splash sounded the fash-
monsters around the spheres had raised themselyes,
teniog, and then the next moment were hurry-

was
oy s i

mchmwxu

iy tht e might

o bck oward st ron of the 5 1t

um dowa over us in thos seconds.” On toward

et et we wee i balbralog
with

tures fnside i

d afraning keping ut ofine
ut: ight
not Py was the sphere furthest from

here then and carry to-the worid the
teries o menaces lie beneath.”

oor
e s e mmet
i e cret towsrd it we et s g 1o
gleaming hlllk a8 well 2s we could between us and
‘those creat pﬂlllldlll[ ‘with excitement
Bﬂl!d the s and as though to

anded thei
ring still lunh:r on tobe ovring over the lad
around the

kness o oth and

that
ound doors opening, were peering for 2 moment
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wilin b The spheres neior, we saw, was di foe me tubled downyard, cryiog me b the o
vided into w-y.:‘ square dividing walls ~ ridor's foor with i

a0 we s, 10, hat rom the round door
a narrow litle corridorled across the sphere's mass
toward a small coat

i
ks towaed s ;nmﬂ. the other direction gy
e tasarnt all orwindow of thecon- 13 cut of the

bank where their fellows

power of their
unwieldy, ~ drag-

Bow s they s the
ring with clumsy haste I sar-
swily the controls of the

fore me.

Darrell yellow
L e e o

ing. e mm,., them, bt
it them ther n 3 swift mo- there came no repone from the grat phere’s
‘meatary batte of intense mecdmisn 1 |
154t gt mam o e with whom [
stroggled pon me even in the frst
moment nm mpped T 6 s thick strange arms
reaching 10 grip me, or to bring the metal cube of

e yellw vy o pay Ba e creatue seemed
apable o movig cach b tm o b only with
an effort, and before it co
e Soor 1 had rased e p‘m n my u.,.a ad
its muzzle in stant

and erad
e te o, and then 35 1 pressed the e s
there was a mufed report and the great mass be- _ing through the door that the spnm
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their fellows, they were raising theic deadly cubes

toward ual

At the moment that the cubes came up . thic
grasp, though, my handd had fashed back to the
o wheds,tmia them e, nd s the it
them turned beneath my hands the great bulk of

oo dt without

the great
e B
Tastantly T whnrkd agsin the

speed.v
o asth huming boneth s maxed sddely o

our humming spnm Juked sy upsod - ecmed i ngblyot\d ts normal sy

ward, up and forward ov
o e mighty il H:ngiu above its black
depthe i that mment T herd it o e e

res below, gimpd them ruaning suddnly
v thel o thr pherc t he shat e,
Iardth clng of or owt iphetc s round door 5

Dagell gammd n the next moment [
4 ove th cepral whes, and thn even
as from the running feshvcreatu en yellow
beam ot o, ere had
plsnged sddeny down ard into the
blacnessof that sl st m el sl
. toward i ystery. or
Tmeua 1t was tht ay below!
CHAPTER IV
Down the Shaft

N that first moment, as we ashed down at ssch
speed into the great shalt’s darkness, all my

g back mouth wid

But above the were dropping nearet
o us, ove rated a3 they were by the
feshcreatures who' understood them far better

They had means of increa speed

and in cough darkness un-
imagin as they drew steadily closer, the
oo Spherss suddeny ot two wamow yellow ays
sabbig down tor

wa

“The yllow v 1 cried boarely to Darel,

s Tavervetvurdownrshing spere st o (o
e sats side s cvade th
o mys!

can strike back at them 1" he shouted.

e T et o e o o own spheres

rays—could ight them back—
He was examining frantically e e myid stnge

our down-plunging sphere from crashiag into
B e e e b f St
Mlmmwhmwmmm;n
Jn o Ho ¢ mms of elcog
distance from s Thote 3

sphere o e g e of
them a8 T hunched there over
the twi Lawheels, whose use 1 had hall-
leared 30d halfdivined in those frst awful mo-
ment of the great phere’s ruth, ¢ secmed fmpos-

our round vehicle from erashiag against
the walls of the grat wel into which we were
g,

instraments and

i ke bt o st oo
s were shot down toward us again, their

e T holding us in their gare now.

almost crashed the
into “pmshing wall o the grea bty
T kgt o many momentscoid e o

et cxape them
er shout fom Darel, and T
turned tose that b bad a strange control
set besid the controlroom's window, a meta globe
Hhat s atiny epa of ur et ushing lobe,
small studs set at six equidfstant points on

its iphznul surface.

those
p
ot s o ot e e of e sty
oo and the ther s e, Latrove i eep oue
great globe rushing straight’ downward, I
it 1 found (hn one of the myriad
itnge et plsedshov s pol o sl
was . the matare of a fightleve ldiato, and
found that by keeping the red dot that moved along
s stuments graduated Jengh ol at it
ceter, 1 was ketpm‘ she s il ccly
downward.  With thi discovery 1 breahed  lie
casir, then sudden ( stiffened again as Darrell,
vho s cruching bulde B e o sudden

the top of our own sphere 2 brillant yellow
e that eaped ypward sed just between our two
pursiers overhead| i instant they secmed
Saintd by that unexpected shaft, fll back above
g e bt in the et instant ey wee plung-
ingdown i with 1  their own
low b cshing 3 crosing ther 1 the hafe
with ours}

The Pursuers Caught
I THINK that never could there have been com-
Jat 0 wildsad stange s that hat e duel

statled igh the ing down into the

upger portion of our curviag control mnm wiadow. e s S e shaft, nto the
“Above us, Vancel” he was crying. “Two depths of the earth. s hoarse ex-

sheres—theye Jucig v down (e shatt” - clmatios 15 e sext our own rays stbbing 5p
Tfel for an nstant an extreme terror as I gazed  toward our heard even above the

0 For there o he ks of the hat sbove huming of the spbers and th ek of wnds

us, that awfal da 0 hem us in about us the dull ions caused by

on all sides and
we were fal




0

spheres above were er,
o e o ovs w5 o
278 pen s w3 e of o csaping

T e thatin el |u| dempes cxplint b oot
R id mdsage

e he net momen, griping e coned.

o oy instan,
d:m mddmly closed the lPud-wnllnI, hlrlm' its.
whelstound and sckning b dovvad speed

( :ph:u with hxt m l(\nln
& i and wagected g it sovig of o

lowing
et o spheres above
i diven down on cihr ide and pist s beore
they could comprehend our acton, could slow their
eres also,And in the ne
hung for 2 moment
our yellow ray stabbiog down upon them, stiking
18 phecs s
st ey eemed o e s e
m.u.m yuuw beam o de

ot i, The, cune

e s lllavy s caused by the surrounding
i rshog oo the vacuum e by th phers

v done the drkss of e grat sty
moving downward now at slow speed as we
axed, half

‘own sphere, and as we looked
-panam-m-n-wmuuonlyﬁgmn

the gt st was i of our o e white
beams, about as our globe of m
e i

. “We got both spheres!”
t the wall

rushed down after us to

fe've escaped them, at least,” Dareell said,

“and have a clar way Y owmvard. Bt whst ey
eneath ?”

X shock my b, e mut by mis

down the :hlk already,” T it there's no
change that [ can see,in th shafts sze o darkness,
We must simply kecp on, Dareell.”

T opened sgain the mzd bonrl nd a5 o

ot wape from Bote o8

it
Darrell exclaimed, lean-
“We've won Lhmuﬂ; g

SCIENCE WONDER QUARTERLY

of our sphere eimed. We were
ing downward at 3 that was as great
almost as that of our rush, and as

& moments sped past 1 knew that we must be
sinking farther and farther bencath the surface
of exth each momen, yet il the darkaens o
the curving walls of the great shaft about us were
the sme. Tntnt spon s e kness below, i
bope of glimping someliog iy . dukn
nor 1 noticed util mm..u later
3 g i e e G

incesingly with cach moment. And 1
fact thatthe sphere, and the air inside i, were
oming stadly bk

A New Danger
S our minds took in that fsct e exchanged sud-
den wide-eyed glances. Did this increasing
heat about s, Sk bt Ot of O
sy o g sofd erust
7 Sy ki okt ] bt
doubs s whnders ha ad held formerly, and
they deepened within me now as the air about us
became mare nd more bt Alvady e wee
breathing with some diffclty that
the metal of the sphere aboat ug
almast too hot o

st stane el gow f gt was vl
ickering, hardly visibe sulphuros light that was
stronger.
i, 1 knew, we must be
e of it beseath ca's sice, hod s
the sulphorous s grow i iy,

ou ose wall of rock seemed them-

eies touched by 3 gkt ey g e st b

neath, seemed glowing themselves with their own

et Lheldthe spher’scome gt dn:
ellbeside m

ward ‘arm, An
heat and light, nd Th

ward, avay from
i e s Sow o
an bt 1ad e ficne, el and

Sain o the gret sl itk deph, w
wllch!d gty g fon iy o s wall

e wpper st 0d e o 8w coud make cut

ng between wals o e ot
ﬁmhmld mx, 4 great shaft's opening

eced saootbly and vertiall p hrosgh
we

Down—down—down—the shaft it seencd endles
o me 45 gazed o he drkaces

Uty e 5 ks i whh i b

of the white beams. Min- st

we could sec that they were of solid ock no longer
but of glnwlng, altmeling alasing ok, aa
tess o, e condgimpie n

iInvrIy " thick, mellen careats, thi fere Tght
trong upon us now. It was as though we were
flingnow dwn throngh he cener of 8 Sy el
The terrific heat that radiated from those walls
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there was coming now o Loy  tremendons
the molt-

dingiad thukderous on
s St s s e at

4 ein g of thecotol whee o 4 momert 1
fipped back baliway the knob that Darrell had
ightly warmer and the

s hat they bad st fowed i spon it hatt

e o on?” Dl el b fse uhed,
b ey STl iy, “Th i inbearsl
Tagreed weakly. 1 felt as Lhnu h 1 could stand

th o
b biood pcuudtd by [
ts throb hammering at ry brain like ham-

can stand this” Darrell gusped, “Our

aching our end. But

then 3 indie g S ey torured
How did those sy monsers

, t00, must have bee

evegroviag et Even with |helr upm:m:! mm

it they must have some means
Ay b porgle] mmg

muwnyw«. His head Jerked up

“Ys.lnnmnnkw But how?”
Lt "oy them. There mest

the speed 50 that we were
speed e

trying this

knob that cavght his at-

Tt was on a wall and .ppmmly had no

.ex unn o the others.

know what we're doi Laughed
T may be pluaging us to oo

[t's destruction anyway,” I murmured.
oy, aythng b e s o s g o

l saw him turn the knob clear around mun;h
90 degrees, And of a sudden there came a
sputring tad whislng a5 of i b ddenly
swirle 1ed a8 though a tornado had broken.
oot tsid o et 1hd to st al my
to keep Iht car on its path.
surprise and eliel when in a few
e ecoalag adualy ol he wlls wich b

on a reddish gl
slw Dlmll 1m1ll I( ml ‘weakly and then slump to
the foor in 2 dead aint, 1 could not help him for
I that tormado dat ,.,u in the shaft the car was

energy

o mind. Where v

But what to my utter g
seconds the air put

R ;naml, came back to const
e panged down seain He siwly rose $3]
feet and ansteadly.

Wer v agin? e sl “Aad what
now?”

What now? That was the question
i endiess race 0 e 1

A the g i in snsves to my question, e
was a sudden gathering, a ing_of
thundros soundand fce Teht s g bt

seemed for an instant to be whirling

o o sl s about and beeath s, T
a8 fiash, 2 great circular opening in the wal

e ﬁm suddenly into
s, spparaty cmpty pue.

hrosghl” Durel vt o
wrard now with the st

The Hidden World

1 Just above was stretched over
et Tt st :lnw\ng Yol  danit, e
strtching surface of glowing molten rock, a great
‘molten seaofintense heat and lght from horizon to
ging above our heads fike a
wing famel We could see sow,
vt Surmae m it s ot o il
just abore us,
s oponing of th halt G i s W come,
he ket e i i i)

And now as our eyes followed the giant curve
of tht ey Tof ovees, we s tht it sl
grerto e el et o s

jome al i

o of s own i
3 sky of glowing fire and curving

e -

being swiled about, evry 60 often coming Aod it was e ths et shell
l'dm to the null ‘molten walls. )om b e " s
I( ‘was this condition. t\\ll ll!rl:l!d lly atteation. Je were withia urths shell! And that shdl of

s was beco ls and coolr  thickness of not more than a thousand mies
mc walls of the shaft nr:mn hn These as men had found, grew in kmptmuu with mh

some strange means. m.lmndng- IﬂtM!;drpmnlhxnstmmrlnm

cansed by the cooled Mwwmwlmy ing to the inner surface of earth's shell s unalter-
1o the mre beated. Bl s s s i o st sl e
In a few minutes the atr car had  the center of gravity of the giant shell lay some-
within its own thickness! And that was

bmnqmnamhnu-umdny
i Slowing up the car I reached over

‘eveniin that stunned momeat, that the
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molten sea of the giant roof that curved above us
4 Dot wnd o shont s, st Bl e

¢ it could not do 5o any more than eart's seas
G al fll otward 00 pace. Bt e gratst
youter v to come. For of 3 woddn e
Sclow ut 3 thongh suspended in e o of

the g(at shell a great sphere.
world! A world at which Darrell and I
e oy o et 5 g el
ottt s bl the damec of s et
and that hung beaeath us at that
g lpun caner,motoes ther bt il
el u m. el uum. glowing T m'
nd bt lmm I e moln o s tht
en it hungl A bi
Sl o i o e st ko
Reshcreatures had come.

“A word " my exclamation was stunned, awed.
“A world hidden bere at eart's heart, and never
s popial®

ushed wih awe 5 my
i (lul space iaside our owt
wvddl And tuning even a3 canth is el

Audnthw:!mnzlmudydmm
make out more features of its gleaming surfa
ol e tht tht o was covered with

could PO

1 gazed down toward that world as our sphere
shot downward, b

ling open spce, o pace bounded
e dumwm ok by bl sy bt by 3 gt
urving roof.

sloving

inner side
st i We couldseesow tht s special
1d was covered almost completely
tructures rest a2 recangulr o o
4 i Sty mighy siuctues between which
marrow streets.
fot gty rfrivedt strucures
the molten

the

ke of e u(':clm( mlten shell” Ve oy

make ot
o o et ot st st
direty beneuth us, snd cold glmae even
our v of swif hapes Grving o and
7o sbore s nnnge world's surface!
inted eagerly down toward them.
spheres, o e

,1,,.,,,..,
buikdings—it means that ths i the fesh-crea

‘workd—that t i down to this world that e phc

The Transparent City
RRELL nodded, his eyes alight. “They're
down here somewhere, i they're sl living.
But have we any chanee (5t o the Vaoes, 10
get them clear and get back up the shalt?
e mon e i I s sghee e can
a least mov ahout ovr the surs of Wi workl

oot vagudly i swaraiog macscs of e white

Sesmonsers snd the srange mases of bjcts

and mechasisas that those buildings held!

nmm,m-mk-ammwu iy
level, put

upor
1 there lay the greatest and
strangest structure vml:le o, n stange words
surface. This was a ing dik, quite
Tt ot i il o e o
and boside which thes ay 3 sl s, i
disk but a hundredth of
Betde bth ks wee  rou of great
build e, romded i bl ghnpd
echans wheh secped in themseves mat o
less transpareat, and with countless feshreatures.

e g Lo

without
Rud f e can find some race of Kelal and Fen
fom can gt then, we shuld be sl to et
back to the o
e s given to us” Darrellagreed.
dnd we st winthrngh Vans, st e Ko
il and Faton back up e
e of cath of w s here benmh um
ose swaraiog. 5
o the sunkers and te powe of thes b
ihings aad sy they e s st tat il

the
great open shaft through which we had comel
Even as tht fact impressed itsel upon my brsn,
owd:v« Dam'l'l cried out s\lddtnl pmnld down-
ward, toward the great swarms of spheres m
to and fro over \hzu::rxld h!n:ath n?wa hadu;:
‘humming swarming.
Spheres without glvmg them atteation for the mo-

ecace of te siroge o Ly
spect the t pow, 28 Dar-
el shosed, 1 et 2 udden tb o iy

por up of
T nodded grialy, the conrl wheds
once more, and thea 35 | turoed them our great _there
.p\mmhr

toward the great n-.-ﬁ':mu beneath us. Crouch-
ing together there at the low coatrols, Darrell and




CHAPTER V
A World of Wonders

SCIENCE WONDER QUARTERLY

i Kl and Fnto e sl i, ar eing
held here by these fesh-t e n ue
of the Toue o, o o s ulny:

I-pwnndlt.DamllmAlman&A
th hortor, 1 could make 1o single e to
e et o &
it swift rush upward that I coul s
ted. s e ol

en wom
in_back up to the shaf
e :;lum:udmm ith

i

tant,
etk o o whitin sigh . lnd then suddealy
e,

they Wlﬂl
au . litle 154 swervin 34 hey id o one side
and e et moment befre | cold mmhwﬂ
ver fubog ) fot w, 19
mwm.mnm roof MI
1 Durel wis excliming.
n:ﬂiwm-hﬂ, ancther bundred tp!gvu—hl(
Lt
']Inu.llmv,"lmﬂ,utlmdnldu
iyl tredy e e i e
ave gone upt eliee th hundred i the
mrn.b-dh:lha beea guardiog it sow for
™ soddl sy uggestion, “That mus e i
e i, bt '&wfm it seemed all up with

:'

Bt now we were turning our tteation back
don towud the prat st dd

down towerd which we were il doppog s o
decreased th

coul the grat whitc fshmonsers i
side them, at their controls. We took care to
crouch as low as e o
om gt ving 25 we
that any of

ut s vmu
u

e Tore Soced sl posi
e cretues I the o phers o bt
ntce o trange spperuce, wou
as different

mmh, Darrell and T

sid iy, ‘lo
eie g
¥ vnch ey pe ol g

v o .mm £ the glowing fgh and hea

cut. “Even here n the sphere above this walld w

may be discovered any moment, and 10 leay
g veature down e Tk on fok would be
suicidel”

Ba thrs noler way we can t” Dl
the sphere we can get to those
wa through th diffeent levels—
some clue a5 to thelr where-
abouts.”
T realied that the plan Darrel suggested to
penetrate down into the strange under-levels vA
this strange hidden world was i fact to find ous

t'o s. So, nodding quick agreement to ll
gt | 1 st the phee beding acre e
ing

Soees, thosgh e o zmdldnphuu mmmaw
fro IMVG it, u;(l there ahead .
¢ Ve

ot we b s from shove .mxmﬁum
down through the aions Gmparent el of
this mighty worl it we

o
a ceasless stream of
A momiat more 1d v wre s
Tangng ovr the great wefs depia. As 1 m.a
e ool whel oa sphre began to sk down
ward.

o momeat mor and we had sk bsenh he

Jee, and thn biside s, there teched

e th eqmlly s snd pmarmig scne of the
e v Al undrd st o ore seight
it was, from its floo to the transparent treets and

down through that .
world! Tn this secoad level, thh
Dl compltlyunder cover 4t s ¢ ormed
in it Bat ofe igunic room whih steched
Tike the levels beneath and above it completely
around this turning world|
Aud it was a scene of strange activity that ri-
vl that of th ap el A a8 w could puze
Tar sctoss that second e, we al bt forgot he

epse et sl the fea object of ur quest In the b ptn“!ld inteest of
At and wendog e s, For bout s tched oo that
nsparent tructures and stzets level such a great melange of mighty mechanisms
d.u( the ﬂawoﬁhe ‘molten inner shell. and h\uy flesh-things, sucl h a Iuhﬂ clanking
¢ steets beneath s were swarming with masses and humming of machines and whising of stange
e, and 38 we s thc § o, hat st were we el by
o, it far g ther, gatig from ot g
an that of their clumsy mmmalu on hm\ullan whﬂt other lyhm lbwl a
earth's mme we mhud |u it great well sped i ||| jevel o

it was er
gravittonl atrction of this coaller world, 3
ey, accounted i lh chumsiness ‘and

el b e i ey lhe ‘e
yeu of mm: of the great m«hlmlml

n.mn was J\mhm[ my am now as we

agtoss this strange, teeming world.

host Real i Feol” e S how are we
eve to find 3

‘ny had Tt e impossible” 1 ade

‘mitted, "M! “we must

He v
e v 5 e hot o8

the swarming scene be-
“1 think, Vance,

whichur eya rested.
Near us on that level was one of the mightlest of
dous squat cylindri-

" he said,  the lower
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it contrivasce rose ust eside it an endles chain
Yom e o fo o ol e gt stallow
en rock, Tiog p
{irough te e ek bt b, ‘means of round open-
ing n thee foors Thse masesof roken fock
v lu(nn:::ully dumped into the

8
g%
E

here tl-m upon them fro es a

e gt of fore it was :wnvty:d o he g
cableconnections.

o ok s ot ke e

tly intoa ine dust, and as much swirled down

into the second secti

i setonwas divided o several transpareat

h of which there played an

y Ik te d cronstrean oy

o st s

e these comptments
it seemed amiisted astuly,semed nged o

s though we ki tht ity it st b mch

‘more compliated than that.
Far across this second level Darrell and I could

see scores of grea eylinder-m

on elore sy s e a chaindift that
brought ceaseless supplies of rock up to it from

beneath and each swiltly converting those rock-

s fto the ark i it fowed awa

i gt ok taks. ekt B e oo

P i o 1 dol s syt
s ird vy il s, cyin e d
syathet iquid by forceof gravty

h et pipesyven o al of s srenge

wnrldm]'x Tower levels, the whole countless
raursbig able sty
o i bl essary amount of the
food g from the neare b and nce
Across all this second Tevel extended the great
iadtomsein Vo s, b WS S

e thid section o e yfade nto p iy d
vided comparments whee ot yelow '
pard un uch s yel-

Iow beam o hagimpsed i

hanged ack oty ino vie
com

in tur from the vivid-compart-
menis o the cylnder’s lowest secton here they
instantly under the force of power-
mm‘d ”W’M;’Lam
comneyed i transparent
{mz‘lu:{knukdm

m s gt netasie, lamnig o siomsog

and regulated the operation of the st macines
sign was there that anywhere here were
Hends.So.with s st lance s
downward

our tw

shining. Iml, 1 sent the s

el Sphere wee cowding i

bt it wel, and there 3 they
vty A s specding away

d i that Jvel, b sl el 5 i, wpon

but then 35 goe s
ool md o gﬁmp&tﬂ sl Sl s 0 S by
les o

and there from the pipe-
e sezng

bl weker 3 hee e et

noza)

e, 24 ﬂnhaumrs now an

those d

e ummtxxed e sme sction on the
rt of

e was the food an
that the giant cyli

rge aiped a8 we relzed

ndial mechanim before s s
il

iscellaneous collecion of

eparte he clcirons and prtons of eachof s
atoms, sending those ! ‘protons down
to the cylinder’s third section.

The Seczet of Transparency
HERE thase electrons and protons were acted
o agi i spaic computocnts by -

llow s, vere were bt b thoe ray it

es by causing to join to eac

deied mambir of elt(lwnl, thus form-
desired. And with the desired

o that this dark ik

o ooty mn eylindrical in e mdm

‘mechanisms on the level
sbov nappeaance, s ot th dak food tqgd
these were busy in producing, Tns
ks i protos that they made ofthe g
masses fed info them were formed by successive
reimeats of the yellow force nto ‘whtehot
st of sl el Wi oled swiftly into
great ingots conveyed from beneath the
£t it 5y moving e of plaiorms of
m

new-formed n tam, were
thus ol ety i gzua ‘which

e motion zh.‘ma themto gt ft o curiog
plates of
D ot pin, o ot of e
plte and i By il o
y their moving belts and between great tubes
nm yhih glowed 3 gen e m.um which
lowly passed. And as they
heover o e fore 8

scions, makig then as trusareat 23
e Tk o o iy oy ke
strength.



Aud an we g ths wit fcionted e 3t
this mighty clangi there

ag worihop here ase o
o o g e b s
had puzeled both Darrell and myself. For we had,

inalhe ot swarmin sczes st we hd el
orer nd trugh 0 8
el o Lk d t-
e Eventhe bdeod spheres it b atcoed
{8 st mouth oo et fr shove fd b e
i e, ettt of e e 0 el
he powe o helr mechanjsms rahe thia 1o
ther cccupants @ rest e thee Vi o
sight, coul b o wighty in this bidden vrld
ound which o all s dhre exteaded th molt-
e weiniy e of es T e
de, why was it that none of the masses of crea-

1 singlecrate who s 1 be oig slowly
o the tr by flsbcratues,

Soppig for & moment at xd
et e o whar ur sphere hung, we v
e el i i rasp 3 rneprnt el con
e of s hin bright crissn Al nd it
punts very "mich Tk oog hypo-

et e

e in ach o the by wokery, 3 e el
ad o cn e of the sl gt v
moment the thisg llbmllu\uul
at Ihuwulhuuwu o
mmlmwnwlhlm-
mlndmv.hxbodmliﬂuﬂu the
of sleep.

Makers of Flesh!
s s woild o um; mdy.
Darrel an r sphere,
kv s o gt o the. spers o
o the vl bnethy o e son i o fo
i o g fieds” wheresbots, 3
Lo bnd b o il me, bpelamess i 1

expressed to
T immente wordity—these swarming lv-
ls=? L3t it seems hopeless, Dl o serch
for Kelsall and Fenton in

wles ur on chince to i the, though” he

said, his own brow wrinkied anxiously, “and we
{2y lght upon e yet”
10w only kney where the cnter of

Wi «
center of activity—of this wor
e a chance o if Kesl and Fes
ton live they'd be near t. But a3 it is—"

e weresat b, 3 e, st despting

of oo
downrard w

Bt we descnded, the Ech that flered down  sinking down

through the transparent levels

above was fecbler,
et still there swarmed s guch v the

o T el Shot e o e

i
ut now we saw the answer 10 that quesion in

SCIENCE WONDER QUARTERLY

i spheres. Ao rom v o e w5
ﬂmt

e lun::sunslhxhdlmmmzlu

streams.
e st vpow el s, Ll
a giant replica of some strange anthill was this
unatterably alien world hidden here at the heart
of arth's colossal

25 we sank dowan
though i levels the great well, pasing it o
vain sea level, gezing across those

warming levels, we coud ks ot rat méchan

isms and contrivances some of which were quite in-
e o purpose, others

deae i prinile st st o o atehing ey

We arned later were giat aton-

pronshenbess

was these. compression-cham-
hat

em prisone

ol sy g

were the source of much of this world's power,
e i specil projectors those eerons

such as we
coul

leased in
o(lhtsphuuln&\v:thunlntwml B
already puessed duing ourchsevation ofthe

strange Iaboratories seefne
some 10 be a white, pulpy substance that for the moment
certain bope:  puzzled us,

, but that we then recog

35 white flsh e that

making it! And in transparent-walled ck
uses

fesh, those body-tissues which they created, could
se them sin them 10 epai the bodis of thei
own fellows that were mangled now and again in
some of the great machines! For to these masters
thestom e siang bing who had ered
by superalchemy any clement into any
other by the mn.... of its atoms' electrons, the
creton of hes estcompounds was a
imple 3t be caried ot lmost ssor

iy by e gt mchines]
For a time that seets now to me flled only with

«blarred memoty of temendous, nclelabe e

bined with 2 myriad other objects nd instruments
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brough from the upper levels by ceaseless chaia-
lit, to form countiess masses

langor of me to our ears.
o e o e notin s v bt
row upon endless row of great spheres, being as-
sembled there b&
feshereateres, Most

sphere
countces hordes of the busy
spheres, indecd,
semed slresdy asenbled lveady pathred there

oter vithsanld ey
ost iy 1 wisperd, 35 we guaed ant
mmn it e cngor of ond 1ad e
iy, “Almost ey, Durmel—l these
ol Besands o bt
A Centerence
ottt wth me. I culy
that they're almost ready to sorge up to
earths surface in ther great attack, For they've
pirced their shalt up to_the surface, and now
thee numberts shers in whih they can rush
wp are ished.”
et m% o despai, T think, cam opon s 35
those tremendo
it we oo for our own wrid.
T i hat in my heart
ihat 1 sent o sphe ‘upward in the great
, sne it was i fo Dapeh and, e
hetevr ot ficnds might b, it would ok
Workshaps of the lowest levels.

h:wly(

us. And that was a sound, our
e gh kol ound of e voen
and intensity came through all the swarming levels
of this stange swamning world. As it sounded a
sudden hush secmed to fall upon the activity all
about us, all seeming listening to the cal,
ourselves. And as 1
aware that though
e api, hogh he cnging of the gt ma-
chines n the levels about us had

ot ot h acming g oo b

and were disappearing from

T well nto that el From all hoa, om a

.'.n":afm-mmmumm.mm e gra

me b e e ranreat o
the

1w
mnmmt«-whmu
Allumkd-lnnl:khnlhl.mb,
‘means of great pllrs of
great levels were beld each above the ather,

lhlemuuhan\lrbu:kvd;,llllhnwld o
effct but one vast gigaotic workshop. And

vorilop it was whose actii el sou

cease, the fesh-things tending their mighty

humming s, wly
ke from the searest

esysen thk liqud foo o s bne

infed i s, by e creturs st e fo

thatpupoe, the crimson g B

Kihop,indecd, and ane that 1 ke wes

Tave g ot with exch passing hour the doom
o my o word,

ut now rushing stream of spheres bout us

s soving, and 25 we o

Darct nd | e o

lowed our sphere also,
s window

with esger w that the spheres
among which we mmred e sholing oxt now
m the level in which we raced into some vast

:mi apparently np!ll uuu that lay before us. In
nother moment aur own sphere, with thase

Iy above it, was Buhm( out into that space, and

was 10 pen

that fi
kgt &
Kelsall and Fenton Again
AST ot s it al o resendos ol
foom 0 thousand feet in lenth, and
g g At of this stange vrld,
sretched s st o, xd
o e
v e
in gt v
s v Witin & mooest & sened,
e el e sl v o ot by the count+
scores of spheres that had gathered within i
In cxch of the e ot s, we
the fleh

o ¢ gt S
et v g e e st el
e e i s o i . S

the otber levels and from far_acioss this workd’s away were they from us in the

g grat_crato ot s by

sange call, through the crowd of spheres that hung about w.

mum e ot o s shon e Aod hn sy 9k o e of e

ment perhaps, ran theough all those massed spberes

e nd 1 xchnged ik i ager glancs 3 ot of the figures arose 20d stepped
.53 e s those s dippetio o o U bkony's

= gren s at, he ety and i g momnt, For & t0_tegard the massed

il s ast hope that that summons might have spers Mo i i sence with K gl gre

Comnecton with ou fiends, we were omag  sarng e, and thn Fad bgun 0 spak, . o

rushing spheres. Between the rans. Uing sounds coming out to s in the great hall oot

parent roof and floor f tht lev 0d cha, st forth, e ot by e g

fecble glow of . Siowly and de was spesking,

Tewels above us s . e grat b b 1

globes,in answer 1o that g
Srownd e vt mchiaioms aed asiring

ers between colossal fioor and roof for, mile upon

nd  the Ilsh»ncmm insi

inside those spheres, and_thoogh
his speech-sounds were of course umny \mmlzl[@hk
{0 Darel and e here came 1o
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p

own._ Tustantly then I sent our own sphere driving
Sros e huge rom toward e bleony 31d he
great doo behind it,

Tt oy i dor were et i e he et
room's wall just above the sixtieth level, and in 3
moment we , our big sphere stll
proviag small enough 1o pass casily through the
reat door. As we shot through it, therelore, we
found ourselves within the fity-ninth leve, that
level being but feebly and duskily it by what lght  post

SCIENCE WONDER QUARTERLY

‘moment at the door of a transparent-walled room,
were opening that door. This branching corridor
s oo for e g phere e and sow

25 we hovered i that moment
saw the guar , thrusting our
two friends inside, and sing it sharply after

then, wampering for 3 [y ot fed
rface, Then. th
o o, o st the feshreatures having

posted 1 e it, ray-cubes in their
came down through the transparent levels above. £7a5p, eight were coming
Befoe s there sciched away great rows of vast o the ma svens, toward goreves.
mackines i the well

those abost us meal

ngots w tically to the e,

ot e h shapd oem o ples. Swi

us,
nothing of our friends amid all this swarmiog ac-
tivity of fesh-creatures and machines of the guards.

38 sharp despir seemed upon us

of the halfscore guards, still sbout our down

grouped
two friends, mn(hmg i them dom bevess

canly st our sphre hummmg after them,
ol b e el o b e
were following them at a distance of a hundred

aad
tever in our sphere from the
retres busy i coutess numbers 3 he machises

wond s, sice of other
ere daring 1o and fro withi s Jevel wpon
s of te o, And now our
fr s across the dusky-lit level,
swarming with clanging activity, we became aware
that abead the great Mhnum! e on
end, thei ong rows giving place o series
pareat onstrcid n rows
ortlacks, Down abrowdsvene etween twosuch
Tong rows of transparent-walled rooms the guards
were moving with our two friends and slowly,
dropping “to a greater distance behinc big
“ohet ollwed them, oue heas bestin i nw:

Most o the rooms on either sde of us, we saw,

s of varic

toan

the rooms on either side of i, extended clear
the roof of the fity-ninth level, a hundred feet
above, and in a moment our great sphere had
Bemmed ad sndth Sght qurd, ooy

our preseace above them, were passing back

vene beacath s, foward e gt onal

all.” A moment more and they were lost to view

the dusky avenue, 1 brooght the
sphere down o the f here the

corridor and out o sight o the
iards posted in t, Darrell and I gazed for 2
oment abead and bekind, seeing that abo
e noneof he fesh-reties i it secion
of soreoom. Tha we had tured toward ach

~Now it ourchscet”Durl wise, 1
ot e sad g Kol and
Fenton ot ot
et ke oty ch p ok o s vl
up the shat o earts surface!”
W sl bave our. sl | aid, “sud with
them, we soul be abie o dpose of

e, bt t o post f it can be helped, Vs

he cautioned. “A shat is fable to bring mm

of the creaures here upon us, and wreek all o

ances.

Havingsen tothe magsines of ur two st

mi e e o o o

spher, swang it qui
e inside it

at the great

bove on_earths
surface, we had not eft . ‘Now, though, stooping

he
prietorsof the ydllow .

st avenue' ranlucent oo, trough which we

vk, e ther sny o he fskcrstures, 1. could glimpe oy the svarming ke nd
"o ¢ bebind he guardy and _creatures on the h. “And then
two e awae that the hingor ook that wmege feom b s, | lond
and hum of sound from the great ma Tocketing smootbly upward toward. the
fner and fanter and that i these geatlevels roaf

moving there seemed hardly any fleshcrea-
fares Voble. Thn 5 around Kesall
ad Fentu, o shesd o s, tand sy oo

e leading to the left, they vanished from

own sphere had reached

i, b et 3 ol o it, we could
e along s duky branl idor that

e cuads b hahed Kl ud Tt or 3

In that instant, that moment in which I weat
smoothly up to the avenue's roof like one falking
spvard, suh fer g red 3
sever known before. 1 heard 3 b whispr
o D, b, snd pped out
from the e was Ellng smoothy spward
it me et o 3 morent o heds kad b
ety in sucesion agsint the roo o the leve,

s Bl . smcly snd evy
ettty ighing The g fsters upan e



ately upon emerging from th sphre md -dbg
had become

our muscles it apparent o us

ml - hmum‘..', still their
stations, np]nlﬂlly Ml e i their
high, whist moment we looked

s0 that we held

tures were approaching. Then we gath-
urees there ou eesspon che two
o i e

efi ying throogh e i i £l
it wee fyn sirina
by to toward them! ]

oty det e e rrom i o
been those two but buoyed up

e were by the iniey smiller gravay of hs
ten world, we shot down toward and upon them
in asingle mighty lespl And as we did 5o, s we

sarlig fshon, Now, though, we srove o f ind
‘some method of locomotion

move slowly forward along the avenue. Mler a
few moments' experimentat found that

md o sence. We
crept down the avenue toward the narrow corridor
tha brascedtothe et rom i, nd i wm were
stationed outside the el of our the two
guards.

‘The Batle in the Corrdor

3 moment we had resched that comidor, and

then, just back from it i the main avenue, we
oy dom it tovd ti o

standing still at the door of

here
t white inding outside
e y-eubnp:m‘h"!’llly L g A m

by mm.,
we could duih within those cabes we

atcs
tures o clse to my own

they bad heard

the sound of our jump, had tumed swiltly toward

ly ray-cubes coming up toward us.

mml&ymldhutkbﬁlhn yellow
M |hlll

iz

wrtled down upon them and
o their At the ane o ot 1 It my
own pist frasp by the great
lm:o(mmn;;:' llnllhtﬂ s weaponless.
ures before me, T was struggling wikly
v\lhmenllhmemnmwhkmﬁllr‘
‘it the oth
1 el the great, thick arms at the big feshom
.mmuf;ym nuy,larumtbe
by all his great weight, while at the
‘moment I struck out with all
clenched fists at the features of the

me fn
s ot ol v e e, Withal
fay of dperte resolion toughy | srone o

the monster into unconsciousness, but

y blows for the moment made it i
m.mm.mm s, T
fast waning, lh:dn.s-pmbn»

rell nnuhng wikdly in m same momeat

‘upon the grea g
Adrl 7 Bt g g g
’”‘ e, el my srngth
fm m&k mm

d.ubmll(bulhthﬂ\lmuofra
lmx,mldnmmlhwﬂldﬂmad.
moment e notber. A at the seoud the
m-gmpqm and 2y
s g i o




mw

ering in a last convalsion of death on the fioor, the

ou-mhuaynud Over them, panting and dis-

Beveled,sod Daal bis silfymking pl::ﬂ‘ in
ost
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any secton of this wall. And you can't wse those

i to cat through the wall, for
are of such terific power that they'd
m.nu.u el cll ad veyin, ourseoes

et he m.., vith nhkh M srugged and e it
ippin

s the st it

e lened, el (o
dwznmznnmund of alarm that mi
ot bad been hard by the e
he vl d beneath, in:ldynnwﬂnwdl
and Iwere ru\nzl Ul s downte oo,
were racing down toward that door which the twe
fsbreaturesfad ben gt o &md. ntinto whlch

e d e ur v fends

weh e
;m:"(ﬂnlpam\l or mn-luum el 4 h

i e, g i .J’
corridor toward the scene of m: bmle m ‘had just
cen part in, were the two we sought, were K
and Fenton!
“Dn-nl)—Vmu—]” Kelsall's astounded voice
came out to us h the
utmmt‘d,wmdmlhaflhzlrl t cell
an

ce—f sake,
et down here, down into m. Jidden wocdt”
“elsalll” Darrell was

it o si .,uﬁ'n he .':%‘” “Weve of

too—we

nvyoldkumllupﬂlh‘l and saw your of

i e ot ball, and we are to be b

a
litdle vanhhdun-MlT

i
o ety ot Kol Durl e

e b e o s 1 e
the shaft—to earth's s

and they will come back for
Fenton and mysell n fow ous._The lades of
e esbereaare hold 3 sk reat mesiog n
rought sgtin

e wee givn aly
i desand, deth then ein

Byt we o hot. Thesor, ey il
out of ths cel to take us back

efore them, sier

e, el &
“And the firs thing is to hide these two dead
guards and our sp
"Andhe and I anin toward the two dead flshe
sad thst hem ot

guards bring you here—t" our sphere, aod entering it I turned on its lifting
“Bat the door!” Keall was exchivig, nsde,  power, whog it contal ver, sst 1t ing
“¥ou can ot e e, Dl onlythead 3 gt ok ofthe gt v tmacd i
ol ‘me hre s bl 10 ol Asitbumped aginst that o, bangng thre
o s e o, s il i o of i sechusion &
nﬁun‘ i sphere alot there and out
Asi lmlll:ppdwln(nanrlhwldawnw&
UT now, we had discovered for ourselves al- urface. Then, with for the
ready that the great door through which our COming of the. guards, and w-ﬂl the two ray-cubes.
friends bad been thrut it Ut el semed one 3
impossible for us to open, see we
e o o, g'u drmw.h wehhnd seen that el lnﬂ big O-W u,.. door
door open and close, could s now the great hinges
foon s o the g ragaat veatilating:apertures in lm! e,
o & wcore o aids on iy cete tht, sesed 3 rDrel=Vanco— Kl was tying, “Fenc
Combinatondork for 1 yé thoe hng wers sn i {wer atey s wia e hard

only things that indicated the presence of &
dwr Lhen, since t
with the trans-

e
Yokt maalo nl el i tyns st There

¢ tnnparnt el S the door w0

and vall,the dor sl v e 3
gty ik the wid wall bt -

inded, and then Kelsall was
Whlmllww U1 the mechamm conrlo
by those t locks the door,” he

i, had it ook thedoa by making tha doot

e to
cules of door and wall at their thus making
wall 4 si wmwd'" tstanct

of door and tance.
those in 3 certain very
complex combiatis, they that force, and
ki e g U .

once, it possible to swing the
Bat withoat knowi o, witiost
using it to revewe that force, you can mo more
this door than you can swing open

in i
to mix and intermingle ot

“Wegaw you o ca mndby the fleshcreatures
there when they came up to earth's surface in their

spheres—" Darrellsaid, and then related the events
t had followed, our resalve to follow sad rescue
our two friends, o g theft ofthe great

r two frien
i amd o wild fight down the mighty shaft

mm.d“\m

ey !hm,sh
door 0 reach e, voc
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eature down here
have done it and if we four can escape back sgain
‘we can bring to our own earth a warning, at lexst,
of his menace.”
“But waraing of what?” [ asked swiltly. “What
Relsal, wi

m

“I kngw the auswer to those mysteries, Vance,”
e said, “kaow now the answer to the mystery that
‘puzaledus abore, to the greater mysteries that we
have penetrated into bere, And so that you may
come to know them also, it is necessary that you
and Darrell kaow what befell Featon aad myself
aiter our capture there aborve.

“Xe the bare clearing’s tp,

ere
(o saw us captured on

aod aiter a futle questioning in their

5

ht thic
7 We have seea the shat they've pierced up
D e hae seen the vast et of
they've bt acd have surmised that they
mean to send some graat invading party up to

on earh’

has ever dreamed—which seems incredible to me al-
‘most even now? What were the four great light-
shafts that they seat up through earth's shell at

carky cuace, but iyt Why shoud they v 3nd then
hidden world of which none.

s surface  were about it ther

50 you must know the answer 1o some, at last, of _growing beat
these mysteres!”

Relsalls Tale
ELSALL was silent for a momeat, regarding.
me with a strange solemaity through the trans-

parea dor: When e spke i voc it grave,




m

1 stared 25 our spheres sank down toward the
center and
in bl ot
spheres paising at the edge of the great balcony
e o, o g s forh i . They
ke close hod upon us and a5 we sepped ou of

chouid v been, made our fforts pro-
doe grse et made cach st of Fenton 1ad

it was to bt i, ; to keep us with them,
hat the uards held s el ad oy, sl
if you saw us lhtm m the ﬁltl( hall yﬂuxulvu yml
must have seen

e
of this strange civilizaton.
¢ foremoe soke 0 s 1 thest v

ed
us

then snd gave ayorder to ou s who ed
y at once. We walked quite naturally when
e down by ten. They ld st this strroom
hote sirage. ad povertl lck made i iabe
53 prsnil o
“Hee, e 3 ik ime, hee came to 3 with
e flshvaturs oo 3 con
i connected to

e pparsts. nq bowd ngh

sy S o «'mum-m
on of he bk § ortion of my sall,
ad

force pouring
from that projector into my brain, and then as the
three Reshcreatures altered

ness and skill the controls of thei strange apg
tus, increased and decreased the intensiy o
forie .hm; upon me, 1 fet

the

registered in our brse by a s, o

change in a portion

The iy ange i ey lmwlnre is, there-

fore, the register of our knowledge, since i that

change is existent it will affct all the res tof the
exc

“n s ths fct, one orshadowed eva i oue

by cerin expriments of e wym
s, whih ich the flshrea
e inant and perie e their
Srings whiing sk Por et b pmmd

as
3 o -

with wonderful swit- 5
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‘my brain was altring the very structure of
Ty brin sbtly, wes aherug o conrspand €x-
actly to the aleration that would ha
A "

For whea they turned off the force finally, when T
33 vas o fd st |l e
that 1 could speak it to them in

&l ahion, my human voou aypanm! not being
capable of making al o their whistling sounds. In
Feston, 0, the same thing d o accomple
nd thn the fch cteaturs v ht that
chany Eiven s tht mm knowl-
edge, were conversiog at once with
ey told s, that spech, hat it

inafew

them. They would question us concerning al phases
oflfe on the earth zbove; the numbﬂs and powes
ot peples. g especially to
e b of iy ik
Va4 s cariy e, snd s what 1 B b
that had brought us to the exact spot on earth's

42

The History of the Hidden World
§4T wasin amzemeat that we heard that istory.

Hace, a4 th o grea
o s a.nima o e e
from them how that word had been formed, n he

fa pst, 55 e I rom tho th snsvin 1
all ok grat exigmas it had perpiene
forgt st oue v predcament it
kst we were hesrng—che stupendons e
of ghis ki world] © O
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forth by Chamberin and Moslton and by Jeans and _into meteoric materals those great couds of meteoic

e, nExod ‘And, 35 the feshcreatures sid,  mater began to be attracted and caught acd beld by
Haming masses began o condense with time  the new-

xnlnylmmmm great planes pincing about their far  all, caught only enough to form one maon which re-

rester san Thte were sl tongh immers s e st . Urit sogh 0 o o bt fow
s il g o e s, S, oo which g g o the

o s v s o b ot Tk mateia fad chaned to be fyig, gripped

et b fomed ¢ the ditace. rom the S0 caugh . form around il he gt g, 5 el

Tiustaton of he autho’s conception of the eaths sbel with the “Hidden World™
vl At A e it b b, dlenders o et 2 e ks

where ath i now, thogh vat much sl than 35 3 nambe o ge oo ad some sl o,
earth s now, was a szall spheical word, was, n fact, Jpie, o grgedmuch o e e, lomiog
this very hidden world! o g mma.ma«hmmmm
the sn had s it ool Betvcn s nd M grt bt of s meterc
Mercury, Venus and the athrs, oaly where ot ot of el ting e shost e s
pow orld. i and existiog there now, Mars, beng oot of the path
have said, there moved through the solar system stil of most of the great metoric material masses, cavght
vast masses of loose flming gases, coodeasiog swiftly ocly its two ltle moous, bardly greater than meteors
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over hat city anothe mass of level of structures,

iy to itelf immense
'nnq(u-ahbuuil-un

25 the similar masses had fonmed about Saturn, en-
icin the el vrdcomplcly vt it.
Only, since this world was so much smalle
St they nled o s el ad o
o et t hell nstead of 1 a ring!
ormed s lossl ¢ e, -
mnhmlrml\\nmmd(mnmnsfm
spherical shell 1,000

our own eath”

) CHAPTER VII
How the idden Word Evolved

CENJO this vast sl Kol coninued
afe s, "t bad s fomed st
ks ot v 5 s
ot wholly molten and e, from
dous heat geerated by

materals together to Am um et el Bt he

world hidden wi en formed be-
fore the forming of that xhell Y almlly sondened

the tremen

constructin
meal 20 18 1o alow the Tevel beneath to receive
e s f e g 2xd bt o he ccosing
e el ihe conrc ey 4]
evel city,
et i W o o 8 pow Ix(x,
with over it a hundred great levels in which o
e e of o ez, And . thise
el o thi wor, e s onin
sed 19 v on for century afer century, age v
e th Bk

safe and vo-
eventiul existence upon their hidden world, the
lltsh—(rn(\lm came 1o el tat the end o that

world was at hand, world
bz o e aces. An

lnnhw that was 2 quite logical one. When this

e word had beca st enlosd by the earh.
el by the gt shel o metoric macril tht
ha around it, it had moved about the sur
S thesame ari s ath follows o, Bt 1 2ok
This carth-shell that had formed

stll farther its :Iememx and vaors o o

ter, into seas that swept its surface while the
shelof et aound i vas il glovin and
mmum: condensing
ast space

e i
umd: um ! et ot s, wih e e
d et esting ugon i from the
mullen ot chcing e e a
to form upe. i hidden o e

I:;u‘ﬁgmmq: ; o
jelly ke organisas evolving oot of
seasis clemento—the st

h et
art's
urﬁn

earth's ot
7 cooled and s, thongh the

Epon s ouer suface the same condensons of
apors ad orm

s i fner e war
the heat
e the hy o .:a fourihed ‘:nlnndwmnerl
rpe the molen shere skt ¢, And o
I” o it o s s
e e wor,hee r o domranee

ese flesh<reatares, stea

trange crea-

tares product of the ages of evolution-

ary changes that had taken place there on the b
who with e intel

red on
ruxed o

B e o e any T

ke ong before any e hd o

s e th et K

et pover and mulh‘!ntc on he hid
it strange ci

lln-pwlk
dmwmﬂ.cmul il
st wuﬁoned
cover all their world with a single great city o
oo st And s e et o hey it

ed, beginning with Ihc first great

around it, though, rotated or spun from the st
formed as it was by the meteoric masses rushing in
whirl a ler world. So that
when it formed, earth consisted of
gt shll which mated once cch twenty-foue
ours it does now, and a hidden world in-

i that 6 ot ottt
dually, in the mqum; s s b

dencett wor hd b

great shell rot

use of mecion us ¢ though i were

solid and vmb!e, he s anr word ad b

tate i the same irctionas the ot

- Ol vey vl o s
e the rate of

s spin m.m\ﬁ pceatd, accertel always by

onstant pull of the spinaing earth-
© manths ago, it became
C

T

at almost the same speed as eart’
and that it would spin faster and
‘time went on until that spinning

For the Seshereatures clcalted that
months, when the hidden world lhu-ld e

hal
gravitational atract world
‘upon it own matter was but small in the first place,

and it mtiervasunde e casles

I of earth aroun

ve reached
speed of rotation equal to that of the ea

around it it would have broken up! i sk
‘up o fact, ike a bursting fiy-wheel, all the matter
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off in tremendous masses into the molten
e e et
Facing Catastrophe
AT maat aibdaton, indst, for e -
cratures and sl theit ol So now they
v with o dhei power and calt o devite s
e that m-mmmn  They decde ¢
T, ta. b o method of ecape was pes (o
ther, and tha wis 1o srge
eartfs great shell in all thelr hordes.
“But there was another (mlp nong then dat

e o th surac of

w

swarming with mea, the alarm woukd spread over
all carih bl e feshratre bodes could

p st hunan s migt e
Geda vent them, And, t, should they
pierce their shalt up th e ocedn's bed, th

jerce
result would be that a vast volume of water would
rush down it aod spreading out inside cat's shell
‘would cause, by contact with the mlten inner sur-
‘mi gdlt ket Iy e L
‘might well wreck all earth. It was vially nece
ol i e peced ap thiosgh
ot o8 05 o s s
i lud un\nhibnlnd. ‘nd’to embl them

Belrd et the spcd of wiationcould eeened do
e wordbe e, They i o <fciu e them {0 make sure that ther shaft
i he speed, They did not beleve that e i plrmd upward at such 2 spo, they de-
ot ot e ofthe cuh where e it o ke o the distacevis e

oan wnrlmmu would be difer ment Hiare meston
"2, mkiag s of ther knowiedge oy se e o That isument v ane it projctd an in
1y ditae

tmm‘h oo the mad rpte of hee
mm ‘And they had almost succeeded w}

d i the stoic e released
ng sonvaisons i the sructure of theic
world, That the dsinegrating siom was afl ms

e worl

its neighbor ane the
mmwlymmm"n

you heard were the sigas of it. Thqu:bau‘m( picture
‘more and more severe.

and

for the maturl ending. they have
advanced its date 50 that now it hangs
ove them ead  any momen. Whea

eniguting e mase

e, therelore, the decision
i o} e Bt Rordes should pour 1p
onto earts surface, With thei fntruments of dis
tancevion hey bad, more |h=n once In pust cne
turis, gt ugon ' seen that
upon it ruled uw-r ing racs of e, b they
Khew that.with hle great sper ol dudy an
e those races, So the

they con
ther s s o |h|(k npwnd m
arthshll, by wing 3 gre m' h
ot ho apwan] e m o a
giant yellow beam that in 3 moment would cut 2
shalt throngh the earth. That b dul«prn« or
{hey bad éricted exacly upon the equato ofthei
om e word, o hot 1 beam o pcce &
shaft up that would have s mouth o apn
exactly b's equat

‘upon
ey wer to the ceasless ight i bat of
otk th Beshcretures pamed {0 take o m,.«,
at o exrt's cole regions.
Al was esty to it thei
faced

;:.;qmmunh's qutar should thor gra
“Tt was 2 problem

o t importance, to
iy spwa

o e tht i flipsestdo
town or ity or some place

S bt e
e S s ot A Tk
;‘ul:pemmmv:wi.\l:hmnl ight about it
te ot

openting
as though ‘white
b“lgln. FMlhe nllzlmmnrnpo‘:::suﬁu:.m
vison was carred along the blue
lh(lmulvnﬂznuw.mlkmrmuwﬁu:
teproduced as in the brain. Only,
eyes and nerve were: nnl of matter but
Hpcnm te all mat
he great bhmnpbam disk which
they had :mlarl on their hidden mﬂds equlwn
lhg ﬂ h»au tures set up a smaller
the blue vision-shait upwarc ﬂ thmnth
llllhl m:ll You must have seen that great and
small disk whe
world, Then, but a few we
thing into operation. They turned on the povrer of
at smaller disk and at nm:z .\ bnn-ne mk of
bl rdiane sy upvad,
el o earih to o

The Flesh-Creatures’ Plan

ONLY for a minute or so did they keep that
e lighshalt tamed o, peing p there

minute they were able to

earth's shell
of the equatorscircumier-

more
ence from each other. By doing that, by examining,



s
the light-shaits four equidistant spots around
am. ity s they woud e 1 \ctong chance
idiag in some ahe of those four spots,at least,

5,
?m bl fr s hy deed, 3t wid

o e i dsk arond
e s Hiden woRd o shct th Sght
shalt ot a diffeent spot. They needed, anly
to wait until that next spot selcted,

about it and so by waitin im.nu
e ne st oot on the xnh shale e
would be directly over their disk:

g by e their disks, ince it tok that
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blasted scores of
St g o ok
: :

hunded o are spres weesent o 1o gurdthe

 shaft’s mouth,to prevent any who migt
coret it o, giving the o tying o ik
the shaft sl

i, and 1 russln ro the, avard the
dlings up were sen; gy they were after
s, capared g, wer g down 3 prion
we i it ath And when

fin & fourth of 3 roaton o ther own sinaing
oner world, So when that moment came, when the
ekt spt a ourth roupd s s s e
head, they again seat the visior tabbin
ward, and this time it ame rough the
the cquator, th of Moram Tsland.

ey coudse by means o hat hat spt wes
oa the surface of

et o s ad 3 el otk "x',n
i for them, ad s ssaped et it gt
i s prgantto et 28t et ek
igmtd spt vl e abox thei dsks Mesa-
all thei hidden world, every effrt of the
res’ hordes was being used to canstruc
ghty flet of spheres that would carry all
l.hur s w fo eans sufce And meanvhie
we four, on earths surface, had resolved
snlvz e ey of e srngs lghtdfts wd
way to the ot where we had
it tht th forth vould appesr.
“And ou cluatons wte ci, you kaow

e thei twelve
e those e ad e th

once knowledge of their speech 5o tha
o vkt T i o on, by ol
that strange brain-alteration mechs

we had found ourselves abl

b dus these tings comcrin the iy nd
the plans of the fiesh<reature

Withering. M
ND it was o e, that, which Feston and |

ace, An assed
sn.n, once thy bad emergel onto garths e,

over upon earth could stay the doom that
wml 0 e mankind.

had cla
ot o crtsequator was dml over thei disks,
J\w felharae cn thei ottt b
Thoogh it ey ww, 1t oncy

disk that sent a colossal yellow
nd ihat bem‘ vng oy i
all its colossal blasting power, in an instant had
pered 3 3t st it p iy

et of o s b oo
Now 3t th, momen when m um shaft was
St e oo s b im
a e -u-u v tin 3 b
dred ofthi re ybe

indeed, and they neededta e s snce hre n he
hidden world iheir own doom was almost u

ing out-
strined
effort to complete their spheres before that
time t o up thronghthe et sa but short
two, in fact, before the fina cataclysm of

5 cl pressed for

her woldcomes, 5 close e
time. And evenas e ‘me this there

ot warmng o the Sty ot o
almost upon th

world
seemed to re and quiver viokety, while 1 our

gt
el g Saspeel wih the dedly eow
T, Aod i th .;"‘;..‘u. Ster the salt vt

o
ing sound. When that had died a great afarm
acrass al the bidden world, throoghall i |I§m’mm'
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feshethings guarding us, what had happened, A
great section of his hidden world had just then
suidealy jrked ose fom i snd gone i cat

ward e malten acilig exthhel shut ol
nd i aner s gout of part
bis oncr wouds. m-.mmaa b, that

et s ot d e
you Durell ad Vs
guards hre.
s s it wam e il bresk o

completely, these ks are giving waming
of that mighty, i
¢ first great shoek, indeed, sent alarm

all the hidden wnr\d made the swarming flesh-crea-
tres in it redouble their eforts upon thei great
et of spheres that vas aimost now complete.
For that even with their greatest eforts
they would not be abl to rus and escape

m

almost ety e would come e sl brssp
of thltword, and thy ave
spheres fnished and be rus ing up o ear’s srface
before that fial cataclysm car
What Hope?
HEN, at his order, Featon and 1 were led ont

|h|x hxnln :d::wd

core or ours, he
il the Fesh n.mp el nts o b

vould be ki up o xnt'’ e, o prad
outove it and 10 lose pon man a4 the rces o
anhiation they could st e, He aid

sl brakup comes And ko they were ol

now that i an © 1o jerk loose
{rom ths spiming worid and happen o ile he
pening sbove of their gt sl through eaihs
shell, it would wreck that shaft :Dmplﬂtly and thas
trap them here inside earth's anmihilat
‘moment of

7Pt an g s s e o
his et breakup came.

a the greates cites of earh, to
those cites and all in them with their countless
pberes and thei ays i hee st attac 1t world
save time for them, thereore, il we two were t
pilot their great attacking forces 1o those cites

when they
“To ith the flat

cmerged vpon
i ition | only wit

refusal of Fenton and myself, For even were we to save
livs, n th  of what valoe

irom any above, that the hundred

if we continued
uhﬂl For, e sid, m:nlmmﬂnh.\w{hlnh-
things wonkl assmbl there again inthe great all just
Delo ek e pouil o s sttt
et s, e hous (o then, Ao e
Ut e e he s, it deth

words,

charges m-ms “the o for v-:z"’nm being,
e coming Bk dowa 13 renew thit o e

Jnd the told s i hovgh, than there
sounded ou throughalthe evels of i sange
i great wi n!nlm call, that great sound
{hat was the sgna o cal he licils o ch el
et sl Wl For
scores of 3 o b
Vho rles ovr ech e Of thes Lnndnd v
rulers are formed the ruling body of al the hidden
ol ol the et s vy them
e had been already exa
s e fovardthe et all (hm
spheres hangi those spheres since in
that way they mu[d l“ mu the ball and remain
it comveniently, Lo by o =
e s Ther, ehiod he g

the assembled officials, |<llmuimdmrh‘
iphns'nsnnmﬁnshd
hmmqﬂmuldm

put every effrt it
i the nel hours. For, as he toid them,

it bad.
been cleaated that within ety fou o oy

.:ngk-mdnlni
of anger
s, the leader|
Id.
klwz'h:mmxky-hmml,wtwdd
“So dmullmd

we were back here,int
Having ben locked within it were e wi
5 ou G, We b o 1 s s o
quivesiog and shock of the world about s, knew a5
e heard the resuling alam that anther miss of this
hidden world' substance had jerked i
other great waming

y
these raes of the Wdden work, these
cxtatures, pln © loose upon our own racss of

Darel 3ad 15t sleot here, e e of thecor-
sidor autside the transprent door, 35
ceased. Through that

face was s wiateand tense a5 my own, tha he even

T'ws i tst moment resiiog for e frs ime the
ull ortor ofthe doom that wasrisig upon oor erth,
Toco, i wice came sounding trange ad thn fo my

an.
“Bat is there any hope of halting tis thing?” be
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Tty b o v o ok of o ke o of s il it ik
of halting this invasion ‘element-changing mechanisms what  sub-
id stances and forms.

Kol oy sosk N b, “Toere s bt e Wil all i st chacic rour of sy and
hope, I hink, oc e i this hid > Dar-
den worl to earts surfac, the hordes. :mmh- andlwlnduhxi parent door
mmmmnriphmmllhepnnu s and Kelsall and Fenton within it. And dark and

“But e coukd at st warn u.m;fu oo nnhn( a then, after
mm&um mmuu sped ﬂm,ummb’mmmzlmhwr?

ymdnt that onl I

d Kelsall nods
’nn i the one hvpe eft w, Vance,” he said, “Vet

not
el hat man can stand befoe the teriic
s ot il e
g spheses and basting nytgnln its our
one chance It we'll put our lves o it
Awaitng the Hour
E WAS silent, and were Darrell and Featon and 1

?EE

ther i e dsof e and comidor, T i o i
sidor

those about it, through the maze of st
oo o gt waled s ot By i
there moved still none of the fesb-creatures. Yet in all

] wu,m it woud e bt mins b
o o i o spheres and hordes of the
eiings goured

ent
e, We saw some of them b

ay cartog e g
ftng thoue wagns

it of e e,
back it athers who were

o !

oo Darel, T et
halfdozen hours now to the last hour you mention
—these flesthings must fish swiily if they'e fo

m-m umm nunu(ulund theifoodi
urned out thir meals, i
o e Smemteh s sl
‘countless great spheres,
Durland 1 e fored o i bck
o i the coridor as there raced ak

The Last Call
UT that great quake that had just shaken their
world scemed to bave spurred the flshthings
about us,a even greater effrts
Al about us we could now sec them in th distance,

ity e gt e,

their
bad said, that within 2 ing
n«umumumu o] mmm

nml:mmmmmm e
o earth's surface only the essential mechanisms, those
hzmallmﬂﬁlm':‘ r, 38

great weapons. For, as well we knew,
&u-‘hﬂiﬂmlﬂwﬁhlﬁn’aﬂ!’ﬂmﬁ:
ey coud swiltly
‘materials of earth's

e p e it o ext's e Mt ook

one, ach bour seeming crasless:
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to1s, they d , unti atlast bt ftle more than
mmm Luw';"&u

m
Thir lndr v biking showt by e omd

it was evident fhat be was astonished
mmmmmmuuu‘ hdmibeull’s

m. By tha tie the lut prprions
.wmd to

i dangig uprar of inne mmy 4
den world's levels appeared indel, casd
alnost ey, We ol e ¢ e s i

{ovard e grat pers, wich ad b brougt

e e s ot o e s
tat such 3 search wold e thet i n o

hurrying  neatby store-room where they were hidden

S cur b e Bl sty s

g £t wdden o' e

s about us none were gasing. e fsh-
{hing hordes g it o gheres, oew i
growing tensenss that tho time of our chance, the mo-

s it means st they e preping 0 sar v
mm  that we'l be Mmymg: T o e e

eds will be hee for
s cur e o g yu
ree—Vanee, you know what we
wuqu lurDlmllmilhdnlhnuwl-
ing bours ‘plan by which we boped to get
wrﬁmﬂxlmmﬂdﬂx&]lkm&mmﬁ

w0 missing guards from his mind, seeing that his two
prisones were safe isid thecelL

For after another glance around, we saw him torn

the
e o which the comor brded | o

dain. Quickly, with the itle ray-opening pointing

sured
ing oot of gt apit the el of s v Thn

‘waited, lsening intenty, crouchiog stll
S e dorof et s o T ot
that kad fallen upon th levls of the wor

5
s

on o s el Ay they were nar to ur crridor

et e i, o K
ton siepped oot

et uryllow bating s sabin dovamong

‘The Battle in the Corridor
'HERE was a sharp lte detonation from beneath
in e st et t he ik sim i of
the e s vanished, ani-
il by s e e adnot dared touse e ul
r of our ray-cubes, 50 would have
the levels floor

oot i el s, yiha g e,
‘upward. Instantly we bad shot up to the very

o o 0
strange e
_'.}umm»,nhuur-rwm

iven the alam insantly in al the

‘world abaut us. But we ad at last been able to make

the odds more even, and now before the astounded six

remaining guards could collct themselves, could loose

heir a3 sgon s, Darel ad 1 were fllng wpon

then frm, ab:;dmd at the same moment Kelsall and
Feston b eped bk ponthem, 0 that n te et

four earthemen and

o e s gt ke
vars
wmmw'ﬂt na wild strggle o the
’ﬂ!qdami

use their own ray-<ubes i tat fierce
they annibilate

hand-to-band struggle, we kuew, lest:
Darrell and

approaching, s

nhbu-z(hm’ngnﬂm,olmm,gluma

the door
m&mﬂﬁm th:’ram-w-g

rom them, exchrations a5 thoogh of surprise

v g b s vl
e
lﬂmlmnhmktws:hhh

\v;u x, hugh 3 e s o wippd ur pi-
b
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wig for them we four had

et o hem vith sch st e of
it them 1

itack saggered
against the wal, ooe of them beaten down to the flor
s i ot b o o
sower of our aarth
o o s ke word . wa, ve v,
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gripped him,
Vi instany 1 wae at i e, Then,
ific effort that anly our utra-powerful msces in this

228 s 1 vy e ne of e de
the o wih o i o, vt g
o toard the main svent, toward ur at

we four bad gripped the massed fve flesh-monsters be-
fore us and had flung them from us, had flng them
wit al our pover Tack down the caeidor through

of the crea-
tires that ad g pe us. Ther ay<ubesthy ad

‘The next moment we had i;memiqurselv\s, were on
the point of making a sphere
i hung at the veaues nullrg eh sbove s o -

e

foining bk o the o, wit renbig g
e here, we stood in that

ot i ssbe. Forthec whereDueland

Thad dropped upon the feshereature, where

it fang ﬁﬁeq mgoni, e soud thos e

flbr from the floor the
ottt hd e ace st b
of oar wi e an 20w ere using thoe dadly
stright toward us|
CHAPTER VIIT

rusing senof wid scin i whichwe had
taken part n the last moments had
y into some 50 motinless did we
stand for that instant as we faced de mo-
ment, we knew, would - yellow rays forth.
upon’us. Never even with our uneartly aglty could
we. ‘before they loosed

tin the next fnsant, as we staed Lt
abe from which desth would lep upon

bout us and that made th five feshe
crestures down the corridor stagger even 28 wel A
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The Last Conference
wobtrusively as possble, I sen
mtam—awm

As

r-reaching cry of fear and alarm.

= kﬁ:’m;’mm—

1 Kelal was cying iy sow.
g
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For it was another

e s
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tars (1 am uin bis o vord) re oo
ot o
gt has ever n«uvle& e oy, For
el pon s wold a o
A the great
o carth.But pow  ftc b e
scientists, Wil cause its
endous ansihilation. For now all abo
u mm i ot gra et of sphers tht hods
all o at fieet we are about o Jea
b oner wrld of ours forevs, o bt ut g

e uter surface ofeart'sshell an take possession
of it fo ourselves.

ou e been o hough,tha hnt outr s
faceis peoped, and o v snthe o i
of those peoples brought down here, prisoners even

ose peoples surface, though,
v not the scieneor the wupunl that our alder
race has developed and they cannot fore us.

bod saggesd
door tovad et g

ied instantly, by nu
that single guar

"l tat ad d:_s\m s

m|=ls 3 n!(k fiesh-creature wi
hrough the

e ok o
Satered s,

greater ery from the ruler, and an uproar of wild
nd confusion seemed suddenly to break out

insde the great hall
el whied tovard us s e whie, +That
e cried to us. He told them we escaped in
sphere—and the , nowl”

us here
v as Kelal cid thar, indeed, o e angig
sphers i b poised sht us e uin I
confused swarms here and there in the great hal,
thei occupants peering into each other's spheres
and flashing their light-beams into them, sea

for us! And in the next moment one just beside us
had flshed its beam through our window and 3

And the word which we 10
e fast, andto 8l our sphers and Hordes

stike st ith ll your povers to b 3l

peples, from the first moment that_ we

huurh:t. Not one of them must

n the face of earth! For it is

s sorfac to o wil and
an hold it for urves

The creature upon the balcony paused, and 33
Kelsll i....u B uicky transation
beside us 1 saw his face and those of Darrell and

occupants
those spheres swiling and umm from
ther occupats there came gt whistlng crie
tiut merge it 3 il ror of st vokes.
Fertn l:mtd vt b

el brougt to m{n he ex
u| s tha e must escape from Bere now if at
al

e got to chance it!" Darrell agreed. “For

iy e s ow it thl roers

have

Discovered!
I GRIPPED the two contol-wheels, then Tocked

sy, A grst mas of aphre oy il b
nd the rotopening high shov sy
ot ther - occupants’ eml Eas e e

‘were moving j bumping te(hhl.udund
datag ad L saw that it was,tuly,
arlastchac o gt ot of i gl 5 car-
iy an iy Fentqurowa u
wrd sgin, up trough the s .m’.’:g o ke
s tomad the gt cening, Wi Dlﬂdllnd T
o oy ide m T kept

at giobe sowly i, hmpln[ i mo-
—rn “against the spheres above and about

;._th momeats in -b.zn o mse saw
our hope rising st 13, for we knew
that moments m-mld bn-g us up to and

a5 its beam caught and held s in our own great
gl We ;mfh crd! e
“Up to'the apeningl” Darell yelled, beside me.
St v s e 1o he o
theyve fourd w1 i
But even as he shouted that to me I had whirled
the wheels and had seat our

ing scores of spheres to w r ht!

All the mighty hall was in such a wild canfusion
excitement ia that moment that al things

xhnu\ us seemed a mad pan

2

theip
B o 10 S ety e B4 ..u such
consideration held us, and as we shot sidewise o

o it i s f sphcs above s Th
Dl yll o defaoce, 33
ol peedour sphccs o i
|n'nnunrﬁ'tm:lnké: ndhbm
om sl the spheres six sy
i S d:*:;"m

mdhm:;«mnimmdulthmmulhm
te period of time, and though our -Ptm

mm y,merlhemkl’lvmnwﬂd
hising ary] A rat oy of aarm at which we
10 se. There upon the balcony by the twelve  twely

nﬂbbn!kl.)ta«mdmm o
slowly wpward aly. 1 saw in "t a5
lers there on the balcony far at the great
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hall's ead, rushing into their own waiting sphere,
thea  the swarms

SCIENCE WONDER QUARTERLY

were ising swittly also all I.hemndsnpvn.hmp

a
around and sbove us, there was from
sround sl e s Geartions of g
2y that Darel v s ol e globeships
tus

Now, o, the fesbcreatures s were abiog
from al sides toward us, regardiess of
b ey coud, rxch s we e “Reyond
them, rushing madly up through the swarming
et ol et e e gt e

Bt sddenly Ih:m am wildcie rom Featon

and Kelal and s it these bud ushed s
dealy across Bltwoy of sheres
that husg clore
e cold i our own "f A e
e, their rys would e Tond w10 n that
wad nstant 1 put all our live on one st made

chance, jerked open the
most] The next fastant we were h\mlln[ at utmost

us
ect, but

din forat yet e persing e
3

&
masss in the eselsof the hidden worl beneath!
it semed lo me tha my bain
g a5 we iove
peed 224 those couniess purcers swidy et

though, the dark opening of the great st
e T e e graat
glow of the molten fires in which that opening

came closer to the great surging curreats
slow-fowing molten masses, rom them an
incresing s ofthunderussond th
of the flowing sea of mal

for an instant at that cry T saw yellow rays
stabbingup toyardus fom the pursuic v bun-
dred spheres close beneat
Those tays fell short, lhon:h by little enough,
undred bad ot draw

R crashed suarly ino themt
CHAPTER IX
The Doom of 2 World
FTHE pest moment thee vas an awil reeing

ly, ump. fy v mmll\( et to us sxx!l
g us, racing upward toward 0
o e e e Fight
o e s E" = sl e s
never have  figh of out single e
s four human e
ocean of the molten inner swhne o ey ek

Mmmmﬂ!lﬁt'h.lm'ﬁndi{
pagain
ot o gk s g o auhd
throogh those

B ey o e, o
d&tvmﬂm“lnﬁnl-lhﬂm

made usstrke just between two
and instead of ammibiating ourselves in
therts carvng metal i had drven the two

hees we it apr, alowig a8 1 i n tht
> betweea them, up through the great
PSS bt up o the sl Kl v g

above the rush of winds and the grea
ght up o he S,

B
é_

For there I::]uw, now, ‘mighty masses of spheres
ow from the l‘umlnr surface
g bidden world, Wore

through (M great opening through whi :h
lwuhu\ and out of all the great well that yawned

s hce o e e of the ol e
aeath s Tt was the ggantc invasin o te e
|hmgs, surging up toward unh url at last!

thee g amd o Fout
e van o thus owiiipei { s of sphres
had leaped the .nn !m[lc fck sphere of the
milers, and behind it it of the

xphtm in yur of nlmdvu, lll Lhe :unmku
" fobe porng u sl rom
h!ddm wmld ‘behind those foremost ones!

ing; the five hundred foremost
3

3
the universe was

oreus now it s s hugh

isolved into a single cu azaling, molten

e supeaded e b a5 s faming s
h came to m

tunning force in that moment, 1 knew, even inthat
fostant, that Kelsll was ittt

i Th v hndred mrmmuphem w:n
close beneath us, now, and
o o ot s T Ty aie to
perceive us against that awful glare from the fiery

fast wild chance, our last
chlnm to reach earth's surface once again, w

S in i singl moment despaic rpped me,
108 Wi 1he i of ut ek Bop

rse
T arcakiog P Kebnd ccmed b onrtwhshs sy b e 3
guaed ensely backward v ponthe rusing spheres st up o the skt grat drkc Gpening 3 o,
Benath . They e comiag clse that npenmg e
But o v Sowimard Ak
that that was 0. F mmxphz«.hn:miu loihall.,mngnmnd that
X e by o WA ok o the  that open 1 So that it bung justinside:
swarming globes of the g ] m-hmn,mg, ing molten sea Sowing
uw:‘hman-muwum ranoih e Gondaog ol s .
ing up after us.
which were fully five bundred in sumber, there  “No escape for us!” I cried. “Then 20 escape it
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no warning for our world. Bt wel not meet
degh g p s shaft!”
to—" began Kelsal, but my mad

"w" s m s s o fobhigs
",‘1.’, ety
s ot ke s s
The Last Stand

ERE vas 8 il stanedslsce s ten

the shouts of Darrel, Kelsall and Featon had

o4

U came hat o ofrshing sgheres e the
fist, it foremost spheres sending theie yellow rays
sabbingup e lre they cae il ane o

in they were losing those. lv-lmdly.
dzzz.h!nmy ware by the sl gt

s, and the instant that they were within ray-range
ou own dealy beams wee stbting dowa s
amang them | ere came to us over the aw-
ful roa of the ﬁres about us the deonstionsof or

striking fays, w
the npr\uhm[ sphuu flashing into nothingness be-
ld s heie columa rsing

joined my own. Our ,mwasn_am(uc:hn tabbed down through it other

the e

with al about thandering, roa mlen s bt o halt and ptmhllgﬂme

molten rock, whnk awia gare bt Em:ly . {nstatly in bursts of Bar

us, whose great heat was kept from us by the re-  “We're holding them ! ¥ eried Darrell as that sec-

frigerating mmm\ll Five hdred et i diameer  ond st ey e dowrd o .
t s0 that the part of the vpemnr ' get at us here in the sh

yhih et s ru-d i 1o uornt b e "“Rd the word ek —lonk et Kt

ing upward was e. Now 35 1 “Another great mass of its matter i breakin
o scotl Kol aad rourer g -

ihe - contl e v that the five hundret
et Sphre bncath hd gimpeed us bl here
m m; s sy, ad bt s halted

lack sphere of thei rulers at their

e could see thei oecupants peering upward,
Koew hat apinet the awal gl rom ahot o3
they could not i

ourgwn. -ddx
roaring molten ﬁm o can's nr hel, 0
e suddenly at soe mln
i
lo longcolumn st was nm..., tll oot
ioyard the st and o phe
ot the sphﬂn o{ that col-

U

e’ head vere o gmm o bt the

w:ud!-lylm Suds i his bands
stabbed swit

o s o dudly pove mulm down through
the spheres of tht columa and wit

bad s
and t, 1 had sent the

Teaping to one side of the shaft a litle, and

from that sew posiion o s wee rivin paths

om
hnrlﬂlnd dlsm'lmud mml Before that lwhl Rl:
T 2 ey whon e o sl o
a third of their five nundr:d spheres. tnmhlll(ed in
Ahl{ ‘moment by our down-leaping ray
back lmm s Ialm:d from the “M hlavt (Im we
themi
lmm--umlmmdmm

Forat that moment, with anoter et grindin,
rending roar, a great mass of matter had shot out
om the spitnog work a beneath, great secion
gouged mddenlym 1l secming out of the gleaming
leels o hat word and hurtin ou, g ot

e molten en-

fen world
s, pehap. And that igt, tha doon. hat
e now hemselves semed to act lke & grst
ed spheres beneath, that
Rl al he feshhins. For now 3t there faghed o
them som
sphere bangng to o s, eors,

res ad formed il nto anoher
...-:My m‘umn and :{nn were rushing with sai-
i opaing i which we b1

in ray.r

that
10 catch us with one of

rays, but ever as they
deadly beams were an
re leaping from side to side in
e sh:t't o av0d heit om0 then wih bt 3

Fof the hundreds of spheres of that
third alumu, those survivors were recling

Fenton,
rulers bad diven 1o one side,that i the spheres
beat vas e confsion A ot acr nd
those grea spheres had
e e et hnldm( i formation thee
thousands of fect bencath us and the molten sea in
hos ingleapnig webung Then up fom thise
spheres bad rushed oth lqﬂxe ose we ha
and 3. these. 3 e survivrs of the

l-‘::\hhll\imewrmbu!hdimnh_&dnir

down from the shaft they sought to enter, and
0w a8 we hung there amid. the thnderng s
Kelsal ton and Darrelland T were shou
fke mad bengs, were cying out i all te i
excement of b that Bl ! Beoeth s we
ol s e gt s s of e tonsands
of shers b lh;re 8l ou of rnge

ten sea that hung above them, and o

restless and

destroyed,
e atac omed a2 sld o, tey s

u.}mm‘n fll speed were leaping again up toward
u

m 35 il but annihil
ok For o e gt aud i tenath s extended
their ms




Now as we gazed downward tensely we saw

e o those spheres shing vyt right and

left woy from beoeath our openg, & m

that for the momeat pusled . Fot 2 e

doyn we sa hat thae was sing towad s 10
the retures e,
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b downrd il swcn t opeing fst
beneath us clean of the gleaming spheres as they
rushed into it, while ,m‘s' Rt o ok,
ing pberss wors whiing . thst wild et to

ful death in the thundering fres around us!

Trapped
[Psupnd thn cane wid e asin foe

et a5 wellas e that bt mintes e

e he ol e of \Iu .pmnln, wnrld
hencathl Momen
great molten

r side
just bencath those molten fires, just out of their

e Bt 3 double mass of spheres,
to view from right an

th
great glae toward usl

“The md Kelsall in that

,mwm the mo

r enly i
Ift st et he opening s which we hung sud

tin thit yellow

oot

ped o
among them s they wm"mmnm»

of spheren,reclled from ti dexhs which e were
foosag pon then IThedh:‘ﬂlmdm

mnl Swikly thei fo to another

column like t ones that
ey Y st v, and then that mlum was
mhm

ung mases of v
i s0there

down we

uw evea in that moment aother great section of
nmm. ot et o hmzu&mﬁ‘ e from the
5 0 world far beoeath
e warniog of the hid-
den workty ot o 10 ot ot o

t single sphere had used

h,
winked into nothingness beneath our lnpm[
s i in the et ngant ap the remsining
ahers drov widy o th openig and svare
irom those rays they had ventured 100 close to
soaring rolten wals of iving fre about us and had

the  yellow death

Wlindly Sp i the gare of ight and pst bt
us, rushing

at pas s, n vp fo the great sbaft

st oot Derl al st o stab of
st that prshing
sphere but el i o reach s

o But gt v rom enaty od fom ke
gl sphees wpon e of sphers

isng madl ovard th oein f the i n

e —fuh—ones e s fom

abott us there came the swittsucceeding mm—
tons of o bt ey 8 tey et down in

qi
s um(pxnu Vil by (e el e l'mm
about us, Darrell w

ing down o 1
l-«pnz‘tbmzhﬂmnl-!-fullwmﬂ‘nlh
‘Towing them from existence s they appeared.
mmmmv.hesphﬂuwkds in that
Tsent it dancing from sde to side in

above

P unded spheres at the shaits mpl" yelled
Fentonsuddnly. 1t goe up o get thos hndred
sphures—to bringthem dows upon s rom sl
Beneath u i st o those atacking speres
tad dwn dow, down anong sl i o fung
g s o ot e e i e
for a moment as tho
aited, 1

i e sabe, s b

mgmnhk mmnn‘lhmslmludulhu
deat

sees at moment impossible,
o, i o sl Shere, could thus Fold bk
sands beneath. Yet our rays

3 sod ot ol o "heis, of 5 hundred

thundering down the shalt upon
from above, and upward from beneath,
rushed those two colmas, the one above the oear-
es, fallng down upon us at nightmare speed. No
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fashed lest they, stab down past us and

center down upon s,
beocath rushed up, 1 had made 3 dcion, bad

whecls in an iron grasp, ane
o' pause had sent our s]ihm
rushing sidewise like light from the path of the
down- ummmng spheres above, had sent it whitl-
i i o werd the molen osrog flod of the

¢ shaft’s wal

me nther

el sidsand vanhing st
nm s

our own spher o
:em:r and away from hose searing mnl(u\ f

Qur swit lep sievise had saved s from e
Pt el s fom ab.m. The
et mnmult. s though spared t st

o by that sectacl, au -n.
ousands of spheres mx hung beeath s

sweling, and then breaking into colossal masses
of matter, that were outeard in all direc-
tions toward the molten foods of the eath's en-
crcling s

There ose massed thousands of
phere, hnldml wiin them ai the fedh thig
hordes, hovered n that moment, as though stunm
stupefed, by the titanc cataclysm of their bursting.
world, and then, the next instan, 35 T

itanic masses of matter rushing upward toward s

i e sdriog nyollighl our sphee shot
in that instant, up through the shaft at colossal,
runken speed, as about us there came 2 stupendous
el e caa-
clysmic death of the world withia it| Then as [
clung there to the controls in that mad minute

e was  loog, pradiog rurshoe w, amd the
5 wall s o farch invard dpon
Sohe, a3 beocah that tecc

mld he

sugdealy from Darrell a o wild oyl

“The ray-control!” he cried. ‘useless—the
sphere' ray-charges e exhau

The sphce’s g ! Our oty

n gone, with cumalnlmlu“hnlc charges,

which even as we had known needed to be re-

Gurged, replesihed, st frequent ntels! 1t

seemed to me that all things that we had gone
throngh,al the things sty the valls of ol

.t roard. sbaut s, s of
Spete that e i

delbartely
o benat,the whiteesof el and n.mu
and Fenton that stared into my own, w et v

shock bnmmEmllmﬁmMudq-ul
Enlnlksh[lsnﬂsm!dﬂﬂ'l , grindingly
toward us, as we fashed crazily 'llm@ the
roaring

grindi

justasthe great

aboutut,cosed com-
e open

en
‘mass about the shalt
ety in sbou us, e had shot up

airl o the Gakacss nln ht, wit
e tars of heavet And 35 1
Halted out uprushi e, 35 we sway
we saw that there iu the long

great roar, was vanihing, closing,
even 85 earth quivered sl about 1

ice inside earth where
had spun the hidden world was closed! Closed for-

ever by the last titanic cataclysm in which that hide
den worldaud al is sphere
together to death!

o
For wih the exansing ot el i o
Jad come s ead it nd for v

Sad o he word of man sbove
e By iy, thoss
far-flung sphere-masses were coning, and now were
almost within ray-range bencath us
Bt k! The ol sl besin

king upl For even at that momen

masisofpheres b drven up inty oward

It was not until many minutes hter that our
re came at last down to earth’s surface. In

ghere

-range
d ek come o the hiden wordspn-
e brneath them 3 colosal thunde
o Sound that drowned fn s stpendous
Lhuuroﬂﬂl:ﬁrs;bnlmlA-:luhn;;::;
‘ment we glimpsed the spianing, gleaming s
the hidden world there beneath, that had spun at
earth's heart since earti's begianing, expanding,

of the ong clerin o sand there, asig sowly
abou

streched the great curtsn of the
nmpnl stars, and in the 'hnz light that
’ell lmn them all about us with
nhx[(:mwdmhundmmmu

on page 135
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th far below, The

two. swilt-fo

triangular <l=|rm|. S

long, wing

riversan e side, the ok s of e fule

sieching fr avay about s ot e an

{her at the lerings dge—dl seemed the same

o, tht gt o oy be[:fn, o

waited there for the appear ight:
i behind

"
|le1|_ull|nl|l¢ idden world;

—gs

ing the shaft and that [ral cataclysm that
had annihilated the hlddm world and all its crea-
tures; these things seemed to me the events
yers rather than days o hors.

a
“Two days!" Darrells low exclamation, beside  itself

me, was echoing hyhoe thoughts. “And what
n o

“Tyo days—snd in them
pectted fo. lnnlhel world, and have seen

m.; vord o
1 e, “We i go dom e

m{x—m f;d‘ you ml"aduxe E.hxymm d:\‘q‘;
“It . 5id Kelsll, slowly, thoughtfully.
word—the dey

rose
tiny i vt et
s the shce el Dl i A
t our world can learn fror in from

en i
Hewes slnt, and n that moret we all e

silent, Darrel and Kelsall and Fentoo and 1 stand-
i lhm mxhzdmimh(h tat e g
o ety

L S dar e g
lslh:; mlushlyeoﬂhe‘nzk nsma
e which

‘u to mmpnhmd to belive in, that mirac
back the doom that the creatures of the
Wit ord i prepared for the world of man,
nd wchbd e ntad pon e v
andallits creatures a greater,swifter
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