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THE LURKING FEAR
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By H., 2. Lovecraft
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I. The Shadow on the Chimney

There was thunder in the alr on the night I went to the deserted
mansion atop Tempest Mountain to find the lurking fear, I wae not alone, for
foolhardiness was not then mixed with that love of the grotesque and the
terrible which has made my Xk£fm career a seriesg of qguesis for strange
horrors in literature and in life, With me weres two faithful and muscular
men for whom I had sent when the time came; men long associated with me in
ry ghastly explerations because of their peculiar fitness,

We had started quietly from the village because of the reporters who
still lingered about after ithe eldritch panioc of a month hefore---tihe
nightmare creeping death, Later, I thought, they might aid me; but xhkmm I
did not want them then, Woula Lo #od I had let them share the search, that
I might not have had to bear the secrst alone 3o long; to bear it alona for
fear the world would call me mad or go mad itself at the desmon implications
of the thing, wow that I am telling it anyway, la3st the brooding make me a
maniac, I wish I had never concaaled it, For f‘ and I only, know what mannear
of rear lurkéd on that spectral and desolate mountain.

In a small motor-car we covercé the miles of primeval forest and hill
until the wooded ascent checked it, The country bore an aspect more than
ugually sinister as we viewed it by night and without the accustomed crowds
of investigatore, so that we were often tempted to use the acetylene
headlight despite the exawiz attention it might attract, It was not a
wholesome landscepe after dark, and I believe I would hava notliced its
morbidity even had I been ;gnorant ¢f the terror that stalked there, 0f wild
creatures there were none---they are wise whoen death leers close, The
ancient lightning-scarred trees szemed unnaturally large and twisted, and
the cther vegetation unnaturally thick and f@verish while curious meunds
and hummocks in the weedy, fulgurite~-pitied earth rsﬁinded me of snakes
and dead men's skulls awellad to gigantic proportions,

Fear had lurked on Tempest MNountain for more than a century, This I
learned at once from newspaper accounts of the catastrophs which first
brought the region to the worid's notice, The place is a remote, lonely
alevdtion in that part of the Catskills where Dutch civilisation once feably
and translently penetrated, leaving behind as 1t receded only a few ruined
mansions and a degenerate squatter population inhabviting pitiful hamlets on
imseleted slopes; Vormal heings seldom visited the loecality till the ptats
police were formed, and even now only infrequent troopars patrol it, The
fear, however, is an old tradition throughout the neighbouring villages,
since it is a prime topic in the simple discourse of the poor mongrels who
sometimes leave their valleys {o trade hand-woven hapkets for such primitive
necessities as they cannot shoot, ralse, or make,

The lurking fear dwelt 1ia uh@ ahunuad and daserted bartense mansion,
which crowned the high but gradusl eminence whese liability to freguent
thunderstorms gave it thie name of Tempest yountain, Tor over a hundred years
the antique, grove-circled stone house had bsen the subfect of storlaa
incredibly wild and monstreuuly hideous. storieu of a REAENAKAEZRXRELERS

uilent colossal creapina death which
stalked abroad 1n summeyr , With ﬂhi‘p :ring insietence thex squatters told
tales of a demon which selzed lone wayfarers aftoer dark, either carrying
them off or leaving them in a frightful state or gnawed dismemberment. While
sometimes they whispered of blood-trails toward the distant mansion, Some
said the thunder called the lurking fear out of 1ts hahitat ion, while others
gaid the thunder was iis voice,

No one outsgide the backwoods had belleved these wvarving and conflicting

stories, with their incoherentkx, extravagant descriptions of the half-glimpsed
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fiend; yet not a farmer or willager douhted that the Martense mansion was
ghoulishly haunted, y0cal history forbede such a doubt, although no ghostly
evidence was ever found by such investigators &s had visited the building
after some especially vivid tale of the squatters, Orandmothers 10ld strange
nyths of the Martense specire; myihs concerning the Martense famlly itself,
its queer hereditary diselmilarity of eyes, its long, unnatural annals, and
the murder which had cursed it,

The terror which brought me to the scene was a sudden and portentous
confirmation of the mountaineers® wildest legends, One sumner night, after a
thundersgtorm of unprecedented viclence, ihe countryside was &roused by a
squatier steampede which ne mere delusicn could create, The pitiful throngs
of natlves shrieked and whined of the unnamable horror which had descended
upon them, and they were not doubhted, They had not secn it, but £k hud heard
such cries from one of their hmmlets that they knew & crecping death had
come , |

In the morning eitizeng znd state troopers folleweda the shuddering
mountaineers tc the place where they sald the death had come, Neath was
indeed there, The ground under one of the sguatters' villuges had caved in
after a lichtninr stroke, destroying severel of the malodorous shanties; but
upon this propertv damage was superimpesed an orgunic devastation which
paled it to insignificance, Of X a possible saventy-five natives who had
inhabited this spot, not one llving specimen wes visible, The disorderesd
earth was coverad with blood end human dobris hespeaking too vividly the
ravages of demon teeth and talong; vet no vigidble {trail led away from the
carnage,j That some hideous animal mustzodaxx be the cause; sveryone
quickly agreed; nor did anvemm tengue now revive theé charge that such =&
cryptic deaths formed merely the sord*d nurdarg common in decadent communi-
ties, That charge was revived only when ahoul twenty=Live of the estimated
population were found missing from ths dsad; and seven then 1t was hard to
explain the murder of fifty by half that nunber, fut the fact remained that
on a sumner night a bolt mf had come out of the heauvens and lsft a dead
village whose corpses were horribly mangled, chswed, and clawed,

The sxclted countryside 1:mediately connected gha horror with thexix
haunted vartense mansiom, thcugh the localities were over three miles apart,
The trocpers were more scaptical; including the mansion enly cusually in
their investigations, and dropuing it xm &altogether when they found it
thoroughly deserted, Zountry and village peopls, however, canvassed the place
with infinite care; overturning evarwfﬁing in the hcnae, sounding sonds and
brooka beating down bushes, and ranszcking the nearby forests, All was in
vain; the death thet had come had left no trace save daatruotion itselY,

Ry the secund day of the search the affeir was fully treated by the
newspapers, whose reporters coverran Tempest ountain, Th@y describad it in
much detail, and with many interviews to elucidate the horror's history as
told by local grandams, I followed the accounts languidly at first, for I am
& connoisgeur in horrors; but aftsr a week I detected an atmosphere which
stirred me oddly, so that X on Auguat 8Hth, 1921, I registered among the
reportera who crowded the hotel &t Lefferte Corners, nearest villuge to

Tempest Mountain and acknowledged headquartiers of the searcherg, T™hree wecks
more, ahd the dispereal of the reportere left me fres to begin a terrivle
exploration bazed on the minute 1nQuiries and surveving with which T hed
meanwhile busied mvself,

S0 on this summer night while distant thinder rumbled, I left & silent
motor-car and tramped with two armed comysnlons up the laet mound-cov&red
reacheg of Tempest Mountain, casting the heams of an electric torch on the
spectral greyv walls that bsvan to anpasr throuesh the glant oaks ahead, In
this morbid night solitude and feebhle gshifting illdminduian the vast
boxlike pile displaysd otscura hints of terror which day could not ungover;
vet I did not hesitsate, gince Mad come with fierce resolution to test an
idea, I bvelieved that aha thunder callecd the deathedemon out 07 some fearsome
gecret pluce; and be that demon solid entity or vaporous pestilence, 1
meant to see it,
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I had thoroughly searched the ruin before, hence knew my plan well;
choosing &8 the seat of my vigil thz old room of Jan Martense, whose murder
looms so great in the rural legends, I felt gubtly that the apartment of
this ancient victinm was best for my purposes, The chamhber, measurling ahout
twenty feel square, contained like the other roovms some rubbish which had
onge bveen furniture, It lay on the second story, on the: southeast corner of
the house, and had¢ an immense gast window and nmrrow south window, hoth
devold or panea or shutters, Oppesite the larze window wae an enormouu mut ch
fireplace with scriptural tiles repressnting the prodigal son, and opposite
the narrow window wus & spacicusg bed bullt into the wall.

As the tree-muffled thunder grew louder, I arranged wy plan's deteils,
Firet I fastened slde by side ba the lsdge of the 1arfa window three rope
ladders which T had brought with me, I knew they rcachod a suitable spot on
the grass outside, for I had testad then, Then the three of us dragged from
another room a wide four-poater hedsteaud, crowding it latzrally against the
window, Having atrewn it with tir bau@hl 2ll now rested on it with drawn
antomatices, two relaxing whilc the third wu»ch&d. From whatever dirsction
the damen might gomeg, our potentizl zscape was provided, If it came from
within the house, we "had the window laddars; if from autaiﬁa, the dosr and
the stairs, We did not think, judging from recedent, that 1t would pursue
vg far aven at worst,

I watched from aldnlght to one o'cloek, when in spite of the sinister
house, the unprotectad window and the &awro&cﬁinv thundar and lightning, 1
felt singularly drowsy, I was between ny two comp&nicns reorge Bennett
being ftoward the window and Willizm Tobey toward ths fir@plﬁca. Bennatt was
asleep, having apparently felt the same anomalous drowsiness which affected
m3, 80 I designated Tohey for the next watch although even he was nodding,
it i1s curious how intenily I had becn watching that ﬂmplaw.

The increasing thunder must have kamx &affscted rmy dreams, for in the
brief time I slept there came tc me epocalyyrtic viﬁions. Once I partly
awaked, probably because the aleeper teward the window hed restlessly
flung an arm across my chest, I was not gufficiently aweke o gee whether
Tobey was attendins to his duties asg gentinel, but felt a & 508 Kok Xk iy
distinot anziety on that score, ﬁwV$r before Rad the presence of evil so
polgnantly oppregsed me, TLater I must have dropped asleep agaln, for it was
out of a phantasmal chaos that my mind leaped when thie night grew hideous
with shrieks 'beyond anyihing in my former experlenge or imagination.

In that ghrieking the inmoat soul of hwaan feur and agony ¢lawed
hope lessly and insanely abt the ebony gutze of oblivion, I awoke to red
nmadness and the mockery of dlabelism, as farther znd farther dewn inconceiv~
able vistas that phoblc and crys*aliina angulsh retrazied and reverberated,
There was no light, bul I knew from suxk the empty space at my right that
Tebhey was gone, Ged glone knew whither, Across my chest 3till lay the heavy
arm of the cgleeper at my left,

Then cuame the devastating stroke of lightning which sghook the whole
wountain, 1lit the darkest erypts of the hoary greve, and splintered the
patriarch of the twigted trece, In the demon flash of a monstrous firehrall
the slecper started up suddenly while the glasre from hevyond the window threw
his shsdow vividly vpon the chimney whove the fireplace from which my eves
had never ptraved, That I am still alive and sare, is a marvel I cannot
fathom, I camnot fathom it, for the ghadow on th et chimney wag not that of
George Pennet! or of any other human creature, but a blasphemous abnermality
from hell's nethermoat craters; a nancless sh¢gelesa abomination which no
nind eould fully grasp and no pen evan uﬁrtly degcribe, Tn another sscond
I was alone in the accursed mansion, shivering and wihnering. George Bennett
end ¥illiem Tobey had left no trace, nol even of a struggle, Thev vere
never heard of «zain,
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II, A Pasger in the Storm

Por days after that hideous experience in the foreste-swathed mansion
I lay nervously exhgusted in my hotel room at Yefferts (torners, I dc not
remember sxactly how I xmaghem managed to reach the metor-car, start it,
and slip Gnobserved back to the village; for I retain no distlnct wmpression
save Of wilde-armed titan trees, demoniac mutterings of thunder, and Charonian
shrdows athwart the low mounds *that dotted and streaked the ragion.

As I shivered and rrooded on the casting of that brain-hlasting shadow,
I knew that I had a«t lust pried out one of earth®s supreme horrorse~-one of
thoge namelcss Mxkgkkm Ddlights of outer veids whose faint demon scratchings
we sometines hear on the farthest rim of space, vot from which our own
finite vision has given us a merciful 1mmun1ty, The shadow I had seen, I
hardly dared Lo arnalyse or ldentify, fomething had lain between mo and the
windew that nizght, hut I ghuddered whanever I could not cast off the instinct
to clasgify it, If it had only snarled, or haryed, or laughed titleringly---
gven that wou}d have rzlieved the ahvemal hidpouaneas But it was so silent,
It lad AMaRRRAXXXARAIAXARAARXLERTIRXInrans rostecd a heavy arm or forelag
on my chest......Obvioxﬁlv it wag orgunie, or had once bsen organle.....

Jan Martanﬂa whoge room I had invaded, was buried in the gravevard near the
manaion......l mugt find Rennett and TObey, if they livsd,.....why had it
picked them, and left me for the last?......Drowsiness 1z sc stifling, and
dreamsg ars so horribvle,.,....

In &a short time I realised that I must tell mv» story to someone or
break down completely, I had already decided not to abvandon the quest for
the lurking fear, for in my rash igherznce it seemed to re that uncertainty
was worse than enlimhtenment however terrible the latter might prove to be,
Accordingly I revelved in nyv mind the hest course to pursuve; whon 1o select
for my confidences, and how to track down the thinz which hed obliterated
two nen and cast a niqhtmare shadow ,

My Rxxke chief acqualntances at Tefferts forners hod hcen the affable
reporters, «f whom several hud still remained to colleet final echoes of
the traged . It wag from these thet I determined to mxXemt chocse &
colleague, and the more I reflscted the more my prefersnce inclined toward
one Arthur Munroe, & darkx, lean man of ahout thirty-five, whose education,
tagte, intellig PHCQ and €9myerammnt &1l seemed to mark him as one not bound
to conv&ntional idaaa and experiences,

Cn an aftzrnoon in early erteﬂhar Arthur 7hnrce listened to my story,
I saw from the #Eixxk b°ginninr thai he was hoth intsrested and sympathetic
and when 7 had finisghed he analysed and discussed the thing with the graates£
shrewdnedgs and Judgment, Wis advice, worsovsr, was aminently practlcal; for
he recommended a postponement of operstions #t the Martense mansion until
we might become foertified with more Jdetsiled imfeawmakimm historical and
geographlical data, On his 1n1q1af1ve we combed the countryside for informa-
tion regarding fha terribles Vartenses family, and discovered & man who
possesgsed a marvellously illuminating ancestrel diary, We also talked at
length with such of the mountain mongrals 4% had not fled from the terror
and confusion to remoter glepes, and arranged te pracede our culminating
tagk--«the exhaustive and defﬂnitive examination of the mansion in the light
of its detailed higlory---with an eqmally exhaustive and definitlve examina-
tion of svote assocliated with the various tracsdies of squatter lezerd,

iThe results of thig examinationd were not at first very enlightening,
though our tabulation of them seemcd tO0 raeveal a fairly slgnificant trend,
namely, that the number of raportzd horrors was by fur the greatsst in areas
either comparxtively near the avoidad house or connected with it by strefches
of the morbidly overnourished forest, There waeres, it iz true, exca2ptions;
indeed, the horror wnich had cauzght the world's aar had haspened in a EX
treeless space remote alike from the mansion and from any connecting woods,

As to the nature and appearance of the lurking fear, nothing could be
guined from the scared and witless shanty-~dwellsrs, In the gane breathr they

called it a snake and a giant, a thunder-devil and a bat, a wvulture and a
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walking tree, We did, hoewsver, deem ourselves justified in assumin~ that it
was a living organism highly susceptible to electrical storms; and altheugh
certain of the stories suggcuted wings, we believed that its aversion for
open spuces made land locomotion a mere probable theory, The only thing
really incompatible with the latter mmm view was the rapidity with which the
ggeaturo muel have travelled in order to perform all the deeds attributed te
it,

. ¥hen we came to know the squatters better, we found ihem curiously
lilkeable in many ways, Simple animsls they were, gently descending the
evolutienary scale hecsuse of their unfortunate ancestry and stuvltifving
isclation, They feared outsideras, but slowly grew accustomed to us ; ?in&llv
helping vustly when we heat down all the thickets and tore out all the '
partitions of the mansion in owr search fer the lurking fear, ¥hen we asked
them to helys us find Rennett and Tobey they were truly distressed; for they
wanied to help us, yel knew that these viotims had gone as wholly out of the
world as thelr ewn missing people, That prest numbars of them had actuall;
bheen killed and removed, just as the wild animals had long been extermindted,
we wore ol course thorcughly convineed; and we waited apprenensivelv for
further tragediag to occur,

Ry the middle of October we were puzzlefd by our lack of progress, &
Owing to the clear nights no demoniac aggressions had tuken place, &nd khe
completeness of our valn seiurches of house and country almost drove usg to
regard the lurking fear as a non-material agency,., %e fsared that the cold
weather would come on and halt our explorations, for all agreed that the
dennon wag -enerelly quiet in winter, Thus there was a kind of haste and
desueration in our last daylight canvass of the horror-visited hamlet,; a
hamle¢t now deserted because of the squatters'! fears,

The ill-fated squatter hamiet had borne no name, but had leng stood
in a sheltered though treeless oleft between two elevations called
respechively Qone Mcountain and Waple Hilil, it was clouser to daple Hill than
to Cone Mouataiin, some of the crude EwaxkiksmxiumaxgxiRinmgxARguNKE adodes
ind#ed being dugouts on the slde of the former eminence, Geogruphically it
lay sbout two miles northwest of the hase® ¢f Tempest Mountain, and three
miles frou the ocak-girt mansion, 0f the distance between the hamlet and the
mansion, fully t ngg% # and & quarter on the hamlet!s gide was entirely
@pen'country;ﬂofg?a rly level character save for sgome of ithe low snakelike
moundg, and having as vegetation only grass and scattsred weeds, ¥EXHxE
Qonsidering this topography, we had finally concluded that the demon must
have come by way of Cone 'ountein, a woodad southern prelonsaiion of which
ren to within & ghort distance of the westernmost spur of Tempest Mountain,
The uphsaval ¢f ground we traced conclusively to a landglide from Waple Hill,
# t&ll 1lone splintered mkwm tree on whose side had been the striking peint
¢f the thunderhe¢lt wnich swmoned the fiend,

Az for the twentieth time er more Artihur munrcee and I went minutely
over e¢very inch ¢f the violated villags, we were filied with & certain
discouragament coupled with vague and novel fears, It was acutely uncanny
oven when frigntful and uncanny things were common, L0 encounter so blankly
clucless & scend after such overwhelming occurrencss; and we movsd about
beneatis the leaden, darksning sky with that tragic directionleas zeul which
results from & combined gense of futilily and necessity of action, Qur care
wes gravely minute; every cottage was again entsred, every hillside dugout
again ssarched for bodies, svery vhorny foot of adjacent slope again scanned
for densg and cavas, but all without resuit, And yet, as I have said, vague
neaw fears hovered moenacingly over us; as if glant bat-winged gryphons
syuatted invisibly on the mountair-tops and leered with Abadduon-eves that had
loocke¢d on trans-cosmic gulfs,

As the afternoon advanced, it became increasingly difficull tc sse; and
we heard the rumble of ax thunderstorm gathering over Tempest Mountain,

[RUE
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Thisg sound in such a locality naturally stirred us, though less then it
would have done at night, As it was, we hoped daaperately that thes storm
would last until well after dark; and with that hope turned from our aimless
hillside searching toward the nearest inhebited hamlet to gather a body of
gquattere ae helpers in the investigation, Timid as they werse, a few of the
younger men were sufficiently inspired by our vrotective leaderzhip tu =
promise sguch help,

%a had hardly more than turned, however, whan thers descanded such a
blinding shest of torrential rain that nheltsr became irnherstive, The
extreme, almost nocturnsal darknessg of the sky caused us to stumble sadly,
but guided by the frequent flashes of lightning and by our immxxkw minuts
knowledge of the hamlet we poon reached the least porous cabin of ths lot;
an neterogeneous combination of logs and boards whose still existing door and
single tiny window hoth faced Waple H1il)l, Purring the dcor aftar us against
the fury of the wind and rein, we put in place the crude window shutter which
our frequent searches had taupht ug whare to find, It was diasmal sitting
there on rickety hoxes in the pitchy darkness, but we smoked pip2s and
c¢ecasionally flashed ecur pocket lamps about, wow and then we ¢could zaz tNe
lizhtning through ¢racka in the wall; the aftarnoon wss 80 incredibly dark
that mwpxxfixswgr e¢ach flash was exiremely vivid,

The stormy vigll reminded me shudderingly of my ghastly night on
Tempest vountaln, My mind turned to that odd quos*ion which had kept
recurring ever since ihe nighimare vhing had happened; and again 1 wondered
why the demon, apyroacining the three watchersg either from the window or the
interior, had begun with the msn on each side and 1l3ft the middle man till
Lhe Loat wharn thﬂ titan fireball had scared it awav, Why had 1t not taken
its v1ctims in natural order, myxmkfxsweardt with mvaelr second, from
whichever direction it had aporoached? With whet mamer of far-raaching
tentackes did it prey? Or did it know that I was the leader, and save m9e
for & fatemmaxx worga than thst of my companions?

Jri the midset of these reflections, as if dramatically arranged to
intensify them, there fell rearty a t»rrtfio holt of lightning followed hy
the sound of sllding sarth, At the same time the wolfish wind roge to
demoniac crescendo®s ef ululation, We were sure that the lone tree on }Maple
Hill had hpeen atruok aguin, and ¥unroe rose from his bHox and went to the
tiny window to ascertain the damage, When he tock down the shutter the wind
and rain howled dsafeningly in, so that I ocould not hear what he said; but I
waited while he 1eanad out and tried to fathom Yaturets pandemonium,

radually & ca&lming of the wind and diapersgal of the unusual darkness
told of the storm's passing, I had hoped it would last into the nicht zaa
té help our quest, but a furtive gunbaanm from a knothols hahind me removed
the likelihood of guch & thing, Suggesting to MwnmeawxxMumxew rrunroe that we
had better pget some light even if‘mor» showers ceme, T unbarred and opened
the crude door, The ground ountaside was a singular masa cf mud and pools,
wilith fresh h@&ps of earth from the slight landslide; but T saw nothing to
Justify the interest which kept my companion silently leaning out the window,
Crosging te where he lcaned, I touched his shoulder; bhut he did not move,
Then, a8 I playfully shook him.and turned him-around, I felt the strangling
tendrila of a cancarous horror whose roots ExInpaxd rsached into illimitable
pests and fathomless abysms of the night that broods beyond tinse,

For Arthur Munroe was dead, And on what remalined of his chewed ard
gouged head thare was no longer a face,
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IIT. ¥hat the Red Glars Meant

n the tempest-racksd nighs of Novamber S, 1921, wilth a lantsrn which
cast hernel shadows, I stood digging alone and idiu%ically in the grave of
Jan Martense, T had begun to dig in the afternvon, becauss a thunderstorm was
brewlng, and now that ‘it was dark and (he storm had HEL burst abhbova sthe
maniacaliw thick foliags I was glad,

I balieve that my mind was pariliv unhinged oy &4 evenis since August
Gth; the Bemon shadow in the mansion, the genaral straln and disappointaent,
#2d the thing that occurred at the hamiwt in an Jctobaer atora, Aftar that
think I had dug 8 grave for one wnose deatn I could not underastand, I Xnew
that others could not understand ik either, so let tham taink Arthur Junrce
had wandarsd away, They ssarched, but found nothing, The squatters might have
understood, but I kxdxwmkx dared not frighten them mere, 1 mysslf aeemed
strangely callaum That snock &t Lhe mangion had dome asomataing to my brain,
and I ceuld think only of the quest for a horror now zrown to Cutacl;nmio
stature in my imaginstion; a guest which the fats of Arthur funroe made ms
vow 1o keep gillent and selitary,

The scene of my excavations would alone have Daen enozgh t0 unnerve any
ordinar, man, Raleful primal trecs of unhoely slze, ags, &nd grotesgueness
leered ahove me like the villars of some hgllish Druidic texple; muffling the
thunder, hushing the oclawing wind, aad admifting but lititle rain, Beyond the
scarred trunks in the background il¢4m¢ned by fadnt flasheg of Pﬁlterad
ligntning, rose the daap ivied siones of the deseried manslon, while zomewhat
nearer was the abandoned Dubteh garden wiogs walks and bheds wcra polliuted by
a white, fungous, foetia, ovarnourisuad vegetation that nover saw full
d&ylibhﬁ And n%arast of all was the graveyard, whore deformed treés tossed
insans branchss as thelir rocts displuacaed “nnalluwu‘ 3lzbs and sucked venom
from what lay kmmmskl below, How aad ihei, beneath vha Lrewn pall of leaves
that rotted and festered in ths antadiluvian foragt curinessg, I could trace
the sialster outlines of some Of tnoss low mounds which chauraci-<rised the
lightning=3ierced region,

History had led me to thhs arcialc grave, "listory, indeed, was all I
had «fter everything slse snded in wocking Satanism, I now bslieved thul the
lurkin  Tear was no materlal thing, bul « wolf-funged 5nosc that rode the
mxdniaht 11Lhtn1ng. And I bslieved, because Of tlis wmagses 07 loceld rraéitioqﬁy
I ha#d unearthed in my searcn witn Arthui yunroe, thav the bbost was that of
T?n ¥Ysrtenass, who died in 1762, Thal 1s why I was digzging 1dlotically in
hisg zrave,

The Martense mansion was bulll in 1670 Dy Gercit ‘artense, a wealihy
New~Amst erdam marahant who d:alixea the Changing order under ﬁrxtiah rule, xm

KNk § Rixdsmkaika a2ad had constructed this
m&gmificent demicile on a rematu Temobe woodland swonit whose untrodden
solitude end unususl scenery pleased him, The only substenitisl deésappointment
gncountered in this site wag that whidi ¢oncerncd the prevalence of viclsnt
ithunderstorms in summeryymkax ., When selecting the hill =nd building his
pansion, ¥yvnhser Exxkwxmexxe rvartense nad lald these frequent natural
outburs{s to some peculiarity of Lhe year;, nul in time he perceived that the
locality was especislly liable Lo such phenomens, AU length, having feund
these storms Iinjurious tc hig nead, hae fitted up a cellar into which e
¢ould retreat from thelr wildest pandemoniuam,

0f Qerrit Martenass'!s descendants lesgs 1s known than of himselfy sinoce
they were &ll reured in hatred of tue saglish civilisation, &nd trained to
shun such of the ¢olonisis as accsubed ft, Thelr life wns excestingly
secludsed, and peopls deciarcd ihat their isolution hud nade them heavy of
girecch ané comprehension, In appearance all were marked by a veoculiiar
inherited dissimilarity @f eves; onv kEkmx generally vaing hlue and the
other brown, Their social contacts grew fewer wad fewsar, till 2t l«gt Lhiey
took Yo intarmarrving witn the nuwasrous wasnlial class about the estate, Jiany
of the crowded family degensrated, moved across the valley, and merged with
the mongrel population which was later to produce the pitiful syvatters.
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The rest had stuck sullenly to their anecéstral mansion, becoming more and
more clannish and tsciturn, yet devaeloping a narvous rasponbivvneas to the
frequent thundsrgtomms,

¥ost of this informaticn recached the outside world through young Jan
¥artenee, wht from soms kind of restl:ssness joined the COlUHlml army when
newg of Lh& Albazny Convention reachsed Tompest Mountein, He was the Tirst of
Gerrit's descendants to see nmuch of the world; and when he reiurned in 1760
after six years of carpabgning, he was hated as an outsider by nis father,
uncles, ard brothers®, in spitas of his dissimilar Martense eves, o 10nbar
could he share the peCtliaritie and prejudices of the ¥artenses, while the
very nountain thunderstorms failed to intoxicate him as they had hefore,
Instead, his surroundings dgpressed him; and he freguently wroig to & Criend
in Alhany of plans to leave the caternal roof,

In the spring of 17635 Jonmthan Gifforad, the Llhany friend of Jan
Martense, became worried hy his fmikuxExis corraspondenf's silence;
aapecialiv in view of the condltions and gquarrels at the Martense mansion,
Detarmined to vilsit Jan in person, he went into the mountasins on horsevack .,
His diary states that he reached Tempest “ountain attaaptﬁﬁnar 20, finding
the mansion in great decrepitude, The sullen, odd=-eved Martenses, whosa
unclean animal aspoct shocked him, told him 1n broken gutturals that Jan was
dead, e had, they insisted, baen gtruck hy liwhtnxng the autumn before} and
now lay buried behind %he nnblactfd sunken gerdens, They showed the visitor
the grave, "harren and devoid of markers, omﬁthtng in the Marienses' nmanner
save Glfford a feeling of repulsion and "umpicion, and a week later he
returnad with spede and mattock to gxplore the sepulchral spot, Fe found
what he expeclad---z #kull crushs:d cruldlly @8 1f by savage %1OWB/;*“-ﬁO
returning to Alvany he oOpenly chargsd the Martenses with the murder of
their xinsman,

Legal svidence wag lackIng, but the story aspread rapidly around the
GOur?ryaLd&, aqg Tromn tnaf time the ""artenses were ostracised by the world,
No one weould deal with them, und Vielr distant manor was shunned as an
accursed plaoe. Semahow ﬁhey manesed te live on independently by the
products of their estate, fcr occasional lights glimpsed from far-away
hilles attested thelir cpntinued pressnce, Thege lightes were sesn as late as
1810, bui toward ithe last they hacamr very infraquens,

Meanwhile there grew up aboul itha mansion and the mountain a body of
diabelic legendiy, The place was avoided with douhlad essiduousnesn, and
invested with every whisywrPd myth tradition could supply, It remained
unvisited till 1814, when the continued ahsence of lights was noticed hy the
gquaiters, At thot timm a party made investigations, finding the house
deserted and parily in rulns,

Thare wers no skeletons sbouvt, 80 that daparture rathear than death was
inferred, The olan seaned to hava lﬂff several) vears bsfore, &nd ilmprovised
penthouses showaed how numerous it 2ad zgrown prilor to iis miurauion Its
cultural level had fallen vary low, as proved by decaying furniture and
gcattered silverwars which muat 1avﬂ besn lonzg abandonwd when its owners
left, Put though the dmgaximt drsadsd Martenses were sohe, the fear of the
haunted house continuad; and zrew very acuta when new and satrange stories
arose anonz the meuntain dacadents, There it stood} deserted, Teared, and
linked with the venggful zhost of Jan Martense, There il still stood on “he
night I dug in Jan Fartsnss's grave,

I nhave descrived my protracied dicging as idiotie, and such it indeed
was in objset and mafﬂed The coffin of Jan Yartense had been scon uneariaed-
~==3t now held only dust ‘and nitrae--hut mme in my fury to exhumse his ghost
I delved irretionally and clumsily d4own hensath where ne had lain, (od knows
what I expected to Pinde<-T only felt that I was digging in the grave of a
nan whose ghogt stalked hy night, )

It is 1mpoasible to say what monstrous dopth I had attained when my
spade, and scon my feet, broke through the ground heneath, The event, under
the circumstances, was tremen&oua, for in the existence of a lubterranean
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space here, my mad theories had terrible confirmation, ¥y slight trall had
extingujehed the lantern, but I produced an electiric pockel lamp end viewed
the omall horizor*al tunnol which led away indefinitely in hoth directions,
It was amply large enonush for a man to nxxnixﬁkxaxgh wriggle through; and
thouch no gane person would have trisd it at that time, I forgot danger,
recsson, and cleanliness in my single~minded fever to unamrth the lurking fear.,
Ghooainb the direction toward tha house I scrumbled recklessly inte the
narrow burrow; squirming ahead blindly and rapldly, and flag) ing but seldiom
the lemp I kept before me,

Wnat language can describe the sgpectacle of a man lost in Piwid
infinitely abysmal esartih; pawing, twisting, wheeging; scrambling madly
through sunken convelutions of lmmemorial bhlackness without un idea of time
safety, direction, or definite object? There igs something hidecus in it, bu
thet is what I did, T 2id it for 80 long that life faded to & far memarv
and I became one with: the moles and grubs of nighted deptha, Indeed, it wan
only by accident that &fter Interminable writhings T jarred my forﬁotten
electric lamp aliaht, go that 1t shone eerily along the hirrow of caked loam
that stretched and curved ahead,

I had bveen acramuling in thir vay for some time, 8¢ that my battery had

urned vary low, when the passage suddenly inclined sharply upward, altering
my mode el progreaa And ag J raissd my glance it was without preparation
that T saw wlisteping in the distance two demoniac reflections of my
expiring lampy two refleutians akigfowigh glowing with a2 bansful and
unmistakable effulgence, and provokini maddeningly nebulous memoriss,
I stopred antometically, though lacking the brain to retreat, The eves
approached, vet of the éhin tngt bors them I couvld diatinguish onlj a claw,
But what a claw: Then far ovvrhead T heard o faint cras*ing whaich I recoge
niged , It was the wild thunder of the mountain, ralsed teo hysteric fury----
I must have bLeen crawling wpward for so ¢ tinme, ao t'at the surface was now
quite necar, And &s the :uffled thunder claff@r@d these eves sLill stared
with vacuous viclousness,

Thank God T 4id not ¥mew then know what it was, else T should have
died, Put I wug aaved by the very thunder that had swwnoned 1t, for alter a
hideous wait there burszt from the unssen ocutgide sky ons of thoss frequent
mountainward bolte whose altermath I had neoticed herﬁ and there as gashog
of disturbed eartiz and fulgsurites of 7@?10“5 sizes, With Cvelopean rage it
tore through the so0il aheve that damnable pit, blinéing and deafening me,
yet not whelly reducing ms to a coma,

In the chaos of sliding, ehifting arth I clawed and fioundered
helplegsly till the rein on mv head stezdised me and I maw that I hadx come
to the surface in = familiar spot; a stsep unforastwd place on the southwest
slope of the mountain, Recurreant sheet lightnings i1llumed the tunbled ground
and the remains of the curious low hurmmock ‘Which had stretched down from the
wooded higher aloge, hut there wasz nothing in the chaos to show my place of
egress from the lethal cataconmb, Yy brain was as great a chaos as the earth,
and as a distant red glare bhurst on the landscape fror tha south I hardly
realised the horror 1 “had hoen tarough,

But when two days later the sguatiers told me what the red glars meant,
I felt more horror than that which the mouvld-burrow and the claw and 8ves had
glven; more horror bhacause of the GVﬁrwhalminﬂ inplications, In a hamlet
twenty miles cway an orgy of fear had followed the bolt which broughi me
above ground, and & nameless thinv had dropred frem an overhanging troe
into & weak-roofed cabin, It had done a deed, but the squalters had firsd the
cabin in frenzy before it could escaps, It had heen doing that dead at the
very moment tha earth caved in on the thing with the claw and eyes,
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IV, The Heorror in the Eyves

There can be nothing normal in the mind of one whe, knowing what I
Mnew of the horrors of Tempest Mountain would seek alone for the fear that
lurked there, That at least two of the faar‘l emhodiments were destroyed,
formsed but a slight guarantcece of mental and, physical safety in this Acheron
of multiform dlabolism; yet I continued my quest with even greater eal‘ an
events and revelations became more monstrous,

When, two days after my frightful crawl through that crypt of the uvves
and claw, I learnsd that a thing had malignly hovered twenty miles away at
the pame 1nstant the eyes were glaring at me, I experimnced virtual convule-
sions of fright, But that fright was so mixed with wondsr and alluring
grotesqucness, that it was almost a pleasant sensation, Sometimes, in the
throes of a nightmare when unseen powers whirl one over the roofs af strange
dead cities toward the grinning chasx of Nis, it is & relief and even a
delight to shriek wildly and throw oneself voluntarily along with the hideous
vortex of drean-doom #own inio ihm wnatev&r bottomless gulf rmay vewn, And
82 it was with the waking nlpghtmare of Tempesat Mountainj tne discavery that —
two monsters had haunted the spot guve me ultinately & mad craving te plunge
into the very earth of the accursed rsegion, and with vare hands dig out the
death that leered from every inch of the poiscneun soil,

As soon as possible I visited the grave of Jun M&rtensﬁ and dug vainly
where I had dug before, Some extensive cave=in had ebliterauted all trace of
the underground passage, while the rain had washed so much earth back inte
the excavation that I cauld not tell how deeply I had dug that #Axx other day.
I likewise made a difficult trip te the distant hamlet where the dsathe
creature had been burnt, and was little repaild for ny trouble, In the ashes
of the fateful cabin 1 found several bones, bul appuarently nene of the
monsterts, The squatters said Kkxk the Lhin@ Lhad had only ene victim; but in
this I judged them wxamg inaccurate, since besides the complete skuwll of Xhm
& human being, there was another bony fragment which seemed certainly to have
belonged to a human skull at some time, Though the rapid drop of the monster
had been seen, no one could say just what the creature was like; those who
had glimpsed it called it aimplv a devil, &xuminxng the great tree where it
had lurked, I could discern no distinctive marks, i tried to find some trail
into the blacﬁ forast, "ut on this occasion could not stand the sight of
those morbidiy larce beles or of those vaai sarpanunlike roots that twisted
$0 nmalevolently befors thev sank int¢ the earth,

My next step was to re-aexamine with m1crasooaic care the dosarted
hamlet where death had come most abundantly, and whure Arthur Xunroe had
s¢an sonsthing he naver lived to desc®ihe, Though my wain previous sesrches
had been axceadingly minute,I now had new data to teat| for my horrihle
Eravée-axinmk crawl oonvincad me that at lsast one of i(he phaaeu of the
monstrosity had been an nndersround creature, This time, en the l4th of
November, my quest coscerned 1tself aostiy wmth the nlopaa of Sone Wountain
and Wagla Hill where they overlook the unfortunate hamlet, and I gave
partigular attention to the looge enrih of the landsiide ragian on the
latter eminsencs,

The afterncon of my search broucht nothing to light, and dusk came as
I stood on Maple Hill lovking down at the hamlet and acress the wvalley (o
Tempest Mountaln, There had heen a gorgeous sunaat and now the moon came
up, nearly full and shedding a silver flood over the plain, the distant
mountainside, and the curious low mounds that rose here and there, It was a
poaceful AfC&dléﬂ scens, but knowing what 1t hid I hated it, I hated the
mocking moon, the hypacritic&1 plain the femtering mauntain and those
ginisgtar mounds, Hvervihing seemed £0 me tainted wlth & 1ca$haama contaglon,
and insgpired by a noxious alliance with distorted hiddsn powers,

Presently , 8 I gazed abstractedly at the meonlit panorama, ny eve
became attracted by something singular in the nature and arrangement of a
certain topographical element, Withoui having any exact knowledge of geology,

I had from the first been interested in the odd mounds and hummocks of the
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region, I had noticed that they were pruottv wmkXkx widely distributed around
Tempesat Yountain, though less numerous on the plain. than neer the hilltop
1tsalf where prehistoric glagiation had douhtless found feebler opposition
to lte striking and fantastlec caprices, Now, in the licht of that low moon
which cast long weird shadows, it struck me foroiblv that the various points
&nd lines of the mound 5ystem.had a peoculiar relation to the summit of
Tempest Mountain, That sunmit was undenisbly & centre from which the lines
or rowsg of points radiated indefinitely and irregularly, as if the
unwhole¢some Martense mansion had thrown out visible tantacles of terror, The
idea of such tentacles gave mse an unexplained thrill, and I stopoed to
analyse my reason for helieving kkmg these mounds glacial phenonena,

The more I analyvsed the less I believed, and against my newly cpened
mind there began teo beat grotesque and horrlbla analogies basged on Ewgarikekx
superficlal aapeotn and upon my experience beneath ths sarth, Before I knew
it I was uttering frengled and disjointed words to myself; 'My Godt.ivne
RANXEERX, . MOlehills,,,.,.the damned place must be honeyaombed.....how MANY ¢ o »
e othat night at the maneion,,...they took Rennett and Tobeay first.....
es.0n 8ach side of us.,...," Then I was digging frantically into the mound
which had stretched nearast me; discing desperaiely, shiveringly, hut almost
Jubllantly; digging and at last shrieking aloud tha some unplaced amotion
as I came uwpon a tunnel or burrow just like tha one through which I had
crewled on that other demoniac night,

After that I recall running, senade in hand; & hiideous rui across
mocn-litien, mound-marked meadows and through diseasad, precipltous ubysses
of haunted hillsxda forest; leapling, screaxing, panting, bounding toward the
terrible Wartense mansion, T recall di-ging unreasoningly in all parts of the
brier-choked cellar; dlpgeing to find the core and ceatre of that malignant
universe of moundg, And then I recall how I lLaaghed when I stwebled on the
passageway; the hole at the base of the 0l1ld chimney, where the thick wwkdx
weods grew and cast quesr shadows in the light ¢of the lone candle I had
happened t0 heve with me, What still remained down in that hell-hive,
lurking and waiting for the thunder to arouse it, I 4id not know, Two had
been killed; perhaps that had finished it, But still there rﬁmained that
burning determination to reach the innermest secret of the fear, which I had
onoe more ocome to deem definite, material, and organic,

My indecisive specuvlation whether to axplore the passege alone ax  and
immediately with my poecket«lisght or %o try to assemble & band of syguatters
for the quest, was interrupted after a time by & sudden rush of mix wind
from the eutside which blew out the cendle and lsft me in stark blackness,
The moon no longer shone through the chinks and apertures above me, and
with & sengs of fateful elarm I heard the sinieter and significant rumble of
aporeaching thunder, A confusion of associated ideas possessed my brain,
leading me to grops back tcward the ferthast corner of the cellar, ¥y eyes,.
hoewever, never turned away from the hérrible opening at the hase€ of the
chimney; and I baegan to get glimpses of the crumbling bricks and unhecalthy
weeds as Taint glows of ligh*ntng penetrated the woods outside and illwmined
the chinks in the upoer wall, Pvery second J was consumed with a mixture of
fear and curioalty, What woul d the storm ¢al)l forthe~<or was there anrvthing
left for it to o0all? Cuided bv a lizhtning flash I settled myself down bwehind
a dense clump of vegetation, through which I could see the opening without
being seen,

If heaven is merciful, it will some day effaca from ny consclousness the
sight that I saw, and lut ma live myv last years in psace, I cannot sleep at
night now, and hava to take oolateg when it thundsers, The thing came

abruptly and unaanouncsed; & demon, ratlike scurrying from pits remote and
unimaginavle, & hasllish panting and ‘stifled grunting, and then from that
opending klhltﬁh beneatn the chimnav & hurst of mult{tudinous znd leprcus
life«~-a loathsome nisht-spawnaed flood of organic corruption more
devastatingly hideous than the blackest oonjuratienu of mortal madness and
morbidity, Seething, stewing, surging, bubbling like serpents' slime 1t
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rolled up and out of that yawning holae, spreading like a septic contacion
and,/streaming from the cellar at every point of egresg---streamines out to
gcatger through the accursed midnicht forests and strew fear, wadiess s &nd
geuth,

304 knows hew many there were---there must have been t-ousarnds, 70 see
the stream ¢f them in that faint, intermittent lightning was g6 cking, Yhen
they had thinned out enough to be glimpsed as separate organisms, I saw that
they were dwarfed, deformed hairy devils or apes---monstrous &nd diabolde
caricatures of the menkey tribe, They were 86 hideously silent; there was
hardly a sgueal when one of the last stragglers turned with the skill of
long practice o maga a meal %X in accugtomed fashion on a weaker companior
Others snapped up what it keft and ate with slavering relisnh, Then, in spi
of my daze of fright and disyust, my morbid curiosity triumphed; and as t
last of the monetrosities oozed up alone from that nether world of unknown
pightmare, I drew my automatic pistol and shet it under cowver of the thunder.
- L?hriekiﬁg‘fg;iﬁgfring’ Z;;?QVEial shacows of red viscous madness
cnasing oene ancihgr through andlesy, 4 ensy mmed eorrigers of purple
fulgurous 8Ky-—. .. -;ﬁaml:%s ntaging i@%ﬂ:& " g b Rfﬁ

ghoulish, remembered scerie; forests of monsirdus overnourished oaks with
gerpent roots twisting and suvecking unnamable julces from an earth verminous
with millions of cannital devils; moundlike tentacles groping from
underground nuolei ef polvyoous perversion,,,,..insane lightning over
malignant 1vied walls and demon arcades choked with fungous vegetatlon,....
Heaven be thanked for the instinet which led me unconscious to places whers
men dwell; to the peaceful village that slept under the calm stars of
clsaring skies,

I had recovered enouch in a week to send to Alvany for a gang of men {0
blow up the iartense mansion and the entire top of Tempest Vountain with
dynamite; stop up all the discoverable mound-burrows, and destroy certain
overnourishud trees whose very existence seemed an insult to sanity, I could
gleep & little after they hed done this, but true rest will never cone as
long a8 I remember that nameless secret of the lurkins fear, The thing will
haunt me, for who can gay the extermination 1ls complets, and that analogous
pPhenomena do not exist &ll over the world? Who con xaxyxmkElxxmyx , with my
knowledge, think of the earth's unknown-rgeverns without a nightmare dread of
future possibilities? I cannot see 2 well or a subwayv entrance without
shuddering.....,.why cannet the doctors give me something to make me sleep,
or truly calm my brain when it thunders?

That I saw In the glow of my flashlight after I shot the unspeaksable
stracgling cbject was 80 simple that slmost a minute elapmed before I
understood and weni delirious, mhe object was nzuseous; a filthy whitish
gorilla thing witi—sharp pellew ‘unge ang satted Ry ' fur, Itives try
ultimate product af memmalian degeneritienj the frightrul outcome of isclated
spawning, multiplication, and cannlbsl nutrition above and below the ground;
the ewbodiment of all the snarling chsos and grinning fear that lurk behind
life, It had looked at me &s it died, and its eyes had thz same odd
quality that marked those othsr syes which had stared at me underground
and excited oloudy reccllections, One eyes was blue, the other brown, They
ware the dissimilar Martense eyes of the 0ld lesends, and I knew in one
inundating cataclvem of voiceless horrcor what had become of that vanished
fanily; the terrivle and thundsr-crazed house of Mariense,
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