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In Our Next Issue:

PIRACY PREFERRED, by John W. Campbell, Jr.
In this story, as in his previous onés, our young

author offers us a rare combination of accurate
science with excellently written _fiction—which
makes a perfect ANMAZING is time, Mr.

Canipbell looks into the !utur’c of avuewn—-:
subject_which at the present time compels a uni-

versal interest.
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Our author uses this idea in an exceeding]
bit of scientific fiction.

THE_UNIVERSE WRECKERS, by Edmond

Hamilton. (A Serial in 3 parts) Part 1L In this
instalment_our four travclers expericnce many
dangers with the extraordinary | beings of Neptune,
which is nearly 3 thousand million iniles from the
sun, but they lcarn the source of the
h sed “the increased rotation of e sun.
- wl |cI| thrcntens the life of all the nearer plancts

in the solar system.

FLAMINGO, by Clarence Edward Heller. Much
has been :;nd in the daily journals of wonderful
robots, the dircct successors of the almost histori-
cal “stcam man” of two gencrations ago. But
tlmlk what would happen if not only the servant

the manual worker were replaced by robots—
-l even our Frut singers and famous actors werc
likewise replaced in such manner. Our new author
has woven a charming extravaganza of the amuse-
n:ﬂl\lts .of the future—not so very far in the future,
al
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The Pea Vine Mystery

“Things all ar,
And ghosts_wi

i
A little while, they fade and
A liule while, they come again.

HERE lay the body. The man was known to have

been subject to fits which would seize him and render
him unconscious for sometimes two days at a time—but
these were usual with him and he had been given many
more years 1o live by the doctors. It was practically
certain he had not died of one of these seizures. Then
what had killed him?

Ile was found where he had [fallen, into a mass of
tahgled roots of the common pea, in a hole which had
been recently dug. It was with some difficulty that they
discntangled the vines, particularly from arouud his
neck.  Strangulation? Possibly, but these scizures were
never known to cause the man to struggle when an atlack
came on—he simply dropped, unconscious.

As there was no mark on him, and no stones near for

dows, shadows all,
i b

—SeLECTED

his head to hit, the cause had to be either the fit, or
strangulation by cutting off his air supply.

_ The county farm agent commenced to study the mys-
tery and finally came out with a most astonishing theary
—he claimed that at that time of year pea vines grew
very rapidly. Ile also claimed that not only did they
grow rapidly, but that heir strength was prodigious—
that as they grew they could lift a 300-pound weight
for every square inch exposed. He claimed that the
heat of the man’s body, along with a recent shower,
and combined with the trophism ol the roots to seek the
ground again, caused them to crisscross over the man's
throat, swell and strangle him while hie was unconscious.
This theory was finally accepted.

By A. L. HODGES.



