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THE SHOT INTO INFINITY

PREFACE Ko of o om weight 8 ke b be sl o
i combat sucesslly the powerll attaction of the
(Which may be read through of not) earth. But uless sl appearancesare deceptive this

HEN the ingenious Juls Vecpe wroe his  motor bas slready been invented o at lest is
“Journey to the Moon” he dd not suspect e rosde to discovery.

Bow soon this problem would engage the In particuar two scientists of world fame have
atention ofseious physicists. What h consciusly  been working at this problem fo years—Prof, Her-
treated a5 a fantastc utopia is to-day close to mann Obeth,  German, of Mediasch, and Prof

sealization, and perhaps the first Robert H. Goddard, an American,
rocket is hissing on its way into s,
e before this book leaves the

of Worceter,
and both have solved i, though

"o Shot lnto Tnfiaity” is 0o
stopia. The technical basis of
the novel rests on the resuls of

modern research
physical facts, and it is .n,
st e dereopment o
tical applications of dmm.a
which are oo looger quest
toda

(which i not dependent
atmospheric resstance and devel-
ops its full efficiency caly i 2
i) bus it i o
practies, “space ship?” it-
T beoate a sloog b .
solutely solvable problem for
skiled constructors. For what
the uniniiated regard a5 uncon-
querable factors, the fearful cold
in space the lack of ai t breathe,
the abiolute absence of v
are not at all real hindrances, and
-
dentlyassert
i ol e, e ik o st || 2000,

.
Very often persons who unde-
iably possess a certain degree of
judgment bave asked me, with
a superior and almost pitying
smile, whether I serously believe
that tometey pope might be
to

nH.lM‘ Iblr:
l:-uul_snmuwm-oymv,mm being

With mp‘l:u Gormen o l;mm:‘:nmm b ot
ritan sy o slencedetion sy, b rate
in it the latest scieatifio ads oo

ying.
It may bo sid withoutfea of ontradicion that the mate-

i, by any i i el e
 Whilo writing the story, the suthor as bad the collsbora-

come into mmnmﬂlmmﬂhﬂ,uﬂlmo‘ly
rocket fying, but space fiying and

exch kilogrm “The scieatibo ‘contained in this tory arc as accurate
of its own "hmmmm‘myhhmﬂmm
weight there | T ooging conteined in tis story that

e el st 10 fo 2 e faoes S m&

istence the air- - l.m the art of navigation of out teh up.
plane which o proditons contioed 13 1y wnfor b sy
hitherto had i el many oo
been decried Lo

a2 mm fane

tas

speec dnl:u way was found to overcome the little ex- ful; for if the last reports from Worcester are accu-
i prolems ofthe dedgns of e wings gt in et the first Goddard experimen-
peler, and o fo i sl (without passengers) il ascend to the
erons (o o ha mats el o) e e and mankind i at the eve of & veritable new
st sctully develop mor than 1L P o xch  epch i word histry:

v




8 SCIENCE WONDER QUARTERLY

CHAPTER I
Mysteriows Happesings
N one of the ravines which transverse

i
i
?

‘when the ortbodax Carpathian monasteieschanged
into stobborn castes and stout defences agaiost eo-
ok Lo, sd i i bl were e
practiced in the bailiffs and dukes of
el o

e
ll-mmemllymndlhﬂdnumn
—anu-uds-mnamw

pected visit. The nmmumed-hhahnol
trucks, 50 one knowing whence they came or what

eyt en wions cume st ey rom (ol 20

the Ot il e ik ok d g e

express trsins e newly erected o

tons of the natives b free run, and scon the most
impossibl stories about the mysterious structure
were curreat,

‘was also great actvity witkin the ancient
vallof Valsh Hevny b sty
from the machines husmed day
54 gt smd thick ouds of smche powred o

himney. abandoned
monasiry ynd rose hap of cul; o taks and
st cpiadrs stod o oag rows by the s ad
of electric wire ran from the monas-
ltvy,mmwsmmwmu others to the
dwellings of the workers.
hen

At ight,
limx\et’lhnsntkvmdm
porches of their mud huts, a bright illumination
shone from the old walls and cast trembliog refec-

tions oa the black mountain side.

A Mestng in the Monastery
automobile sped through the
Ivmdln(vnllqnlll&ﬂhm Thlumnlw
of the vally, between the

mnuu.mwmmmmmm
track railway which runs

the mountains
ol i he iy o
. O R on ity

bn:mom-:

ial, chests, furni
oty 7 iy, e e viges kil e

ease
and continued to tl the cornfields and to drink e
inevitable plum one dly coriosity was

in the valley of Va-

Mﬁrol(lnm-bovw‘ddk
countlss square Kilometers of Carpa
‘thian forest.
B tplsion oo grandsile e s
Roumanian had in a few decades amased 3

his motto: oi for export,
m.‘h_mlw-uq i e
il s psin of Walach

the monastery.

aar stopped squarely before
-wnmuu-sn.mrmwne

from Magura Coria.
On the open plateau betweea Cozia and the damp

being erected there, and extremely clever persons
could tel

" half” he ordered the chauf

door of the car.He spoke Freach, the language of
an aristoesat of Bucharest.

“Mossier Suchinow is waiiog for you down st
the office”

“Too bad! Call for me sgan i an howr and 3

In the narraw corridor leading to the offce, a
slender man came to meet the visitor,

"“You sre puncaal, Monsiar Vaciesc, How
s he vip crossthe mounaios

2yt ik i 5 i s

the entce pls-

700 plese, Monsiear -
chinow! 1 do not mm' idle conversation when it
is a matter of business.”

mwnMMlmlihem-
trances were carfully guarded. Thus the imagina-

He knew the
nhhl.ullllkhnuamdyndkd

pecal
them.
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The two men entered the ofice, 3 comfortably

Lick and Babelsberg observatoiesare already pre-

naise of the Workshops; the incessant hum of the

‘high frequency generators operating close: by was

mwdymma.uumunp(m

valls and furni

"Howlalllm(myn- asked Vacarescu, curt-
a sigh

immediatly afer the signing of the papers”
Aftera short pause Suchinow suddenly

T houd 0 e 2 bae i Cerma—viat s

his pame, anyway "

“August Kort*

“Right! 1 do not want this Korf o take a hand
in our game. 1 trust he knows nothiag about it
“How should he? After all, what harm woold
itdo? He basnot et ished b mm.

tweaty-five sharp
must b reeased, snless
thisteen days more untl the
pext quadsatare? o the moon.”
T it S sscmed 1 b b s bl
aken away. His
'hwhundamlywla(phumnuﬁkbm‘

threaening to fll of,

“hod 17 And ou compeny P b nte.
“Yes, you mast cetaaly hasten, f the Transyl-

n-alxu-dnnkdmpﬂ g-n-,-uu(
ong since have set the world in an uproar and
,mm.mm wil be establshed salidly. Do

Vacrscn haughtally twied bs waichchan,
“I canaot help thinking that this Swabian will

somehow upset our clculations.”
Theavesar grew ple. Ausolybe craised
of the fiancir, aod he nervously

i Cpmpoy is s o gt shsd o you u he

"Ymhanlme!’aphd«lvmmﬂy. he invented the

“No idle con
Vacareseu! lnuqmmulb!m We e
be fnished in a few minutes. The contracts are

redy, Hare yu dposed te s
i

be.
‘28 high a repulsion-speed by using liquid explosives.
Sam day this man will ome o the wpe with

and then you and T are

ddnl!odammn o ot e T ke

rocket does not return, 1 lose my money for noth-

ing,_Now tell me, who s o steer the thing?"
“Skoryna—you know very well”

“Do you rally expect me to sette 2 fortune on.

s anied Jd it the peaches and cream com

repled Suchinow sharply, “you must cer-

Am-mnnmmh«o{m

ngements fo me, whether  C:

o hesoup”
At these words, offering no interpretaton bat the
wmm.mhumdnp..

my—in Skoryna, that!
1 beakou raion s o the Tamsyvania

ompany. .
Totﬂavmlﬂhl'mmm«lvma\-
shall bave

mest screaming at
posit] nuuemmmdumr
ot e brdring o py Sckino led

"Cu-xl Monsess Vcaec it he Dt
o Buak of a1y the prant
e well,then call up here

“Can one blance 3 haman ffe with money, Moo- e opened the o of e caint bl
yernum!Emlh:l.[:nlm—-anum m‘bﬂnllwtnl some papers, and spread the
like Skoryna? 1 beg of you to regard the discus- Over
‘sion of this point as closed.” “MHmenb&ehls'udh«

Mhu,ymrpﬂpnmuhnm-dk ‘cense, here is my appoint s, of

Tran Stock Company, here is the sealed

'fmmly,mlnnnh—mlymbh Of envelope with Skoryna's will of the
coursethe press notices nd the information for the  sand pounds, due from the Budapest account
— case of bis death, likewise the statement of your
e ":‘a‘l‘.‘?-.;"‘n"._ 2900 wlephon 4 e snce}amd s o

e ey,



CHAPTER I
Uncle Sam.

SUNNY day of late summer vias ending. T
A ht wind which at noon had rufed the -
ce of Lk Consance s cisin,and the
ast dying waves were splashing on the shore
oo vt ke shone i he s f s ve
sing i e dlng i sl of 3 e ke
. The main boom swus
1 o random e ol g dovn iy
d he iy st ofsiecould o
the pennant at the mast
e arsn tenivelyviewed th horzonand
the ltte white clouds that swam over the Alps,
ringinh o
sandown there may b 3 brece asi”
ummhsm-rnmn.“wzmm
between waiting and rowing. Wit doyou i,
Unele Sam?”
“1 think,” replied the lattr, “that we kave time.
towait, 1 we have at

SCIENCE WONDER QUARTERLY

tag s o the gt of s e

say d, it s beautiful.
always 3 quﬁunn o go0and el for whom
—that s it

Refletively he spat ito the water In a greatarc

K ur dear siser s stll alve, ©
never thought of leaving our Alps. But when she
l at the Wettersteinwand—vell, you know all

ot it=hen we b bured be, e | esred
{he moumtins; T could no lnger e to oo at
i and 1 wen o Inint he Juogls. Bt hat
i long g, nd e prine the moustale for
ot wat ter”
‘Then both lay o e together on the m;m-
Iy mkin dck, tesing t the pping o the

side of the boat an I-n‘ her

glances sweep nto the greyish blue

August Kor, the famous chiel mWr of e
il sipoct i Frefoicaalen
uncles iy the e

mwmmwo(mmm-y

mmmumm.mmmmn.m
Dr. Samuel

Tho i ecured the il 0d e,

pot on to receive

i iusbing o oy het ld Sam bas returned. L,
how beautifl our home ist”

s e Uncle But canal i il impress

, 3 man who has hunted in the jungles, medi-

et b«:de the Ganges, and frozen in mn, Can

o yu
in

Uncle Sam slowly and thoughtflly et
tighted one of his pipes, which he always carried
ith i inage umbes,projcing o s
coat pockets, Then he inbald e at there.

s g vihi th beloved g e bion s
mighty c\eudo{muke\no s aod sl 20m
as ths busy occu i

By b s the ol thce e bl sd
noble things, Gus.  Yet it s always a matter of the
relation in which you stand to them. ~Se, this

Finkle owed i position as ua."ua, o theic
noticeable difference in age.

Uil Son” i Knr( after a while, “better
dead than—than lost

Wil Ynu o Ta urprise the od tve

Nono, Undlel 1t wasanly an sl protsted
Korl
A Question of Astronomy
PTVHE sun had et, ‘The sky was groving darker,
and i the southeast Mars aleady glowed with
fs v lght. Ver, e veisg s, iored
uu znldtn yellow o
it thei torches, and the

F ot st vt in splmdur the sparkling
starry cross of the Swan.

Gonesnd caced sy P the engner broke the
stilnss, “The eveaing breeze s not yet stiring "

“That's the mischief of itl" said Uncle Sam in
comical excitement. “You elaim toconguer the uni-

est
ime you reaize that i i the highest point on carth
—itis unfortunate that this is known—yon relect
about the nine thousand meters, reckon and con-
_wugm.mwynvmnmmm
had inschool concerning this marvel of a mouniain

i lite it of
nd:mhni Immml ‘wind, which we need for the
rip

Kot st “Perbps it s nse to e s,
the absolute nothingness, with its rigid latvs, than
the ‘idiculousterestrial wind, which i dependent

—and by

n space it is caleulation

this,
become scquanted with the proud king who its st
3o it bl ot wik
fare from aar.
“But our Alpine range here, with yonder the
abrupt descest of Zugspitee aod acros the lake Pfin-
derhigeichn: these are o resord-seekers, only dear
old friends whom I well know. Tsn't that s0, old
fellows? You stll remember your old Samuel
Finkdel"
Tn youthful exuberance the man of fifty waved his

cool graciousness waves  chance is

A youto e of it Do you hink that
excluded in the i
“What ischance? T thee relly chanc, e
the fast analysis a phenomenon the Taws

o presa il cap our lowledge? Sy
ey be asumed tha the sty of -
sl potamems 10 miimum, so
{hat (srage 55 1 may seem) human Knowieige
controls space bettr than it docs numerous phe-
nomena on our ftle earth’
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“Bat this minimum may saffice to shatter all your
plns” Dr. Finkle drew -u-vln
How closely defined are the lmits of our el
change wm:«muwm
{o-chu S O he tay lper between the

glowing center of the earth and heatless
..u-awanm.mmm( jenesy

alome be selected to have the hertage of life and
reason! Well?*

Samuel Finkle did not seem to expect n answer.
Roling ove o his e, b ok foms b tvmers
pocket 3 new matchbasx, twirling it in his fngers,
-m,um-.px.mammmm He
continued his rea)

m.q Al T vithy ham .m our

Atleast now,
uwxmhumwmmhwmm

ly
Sour i sty leves

rasbly secks to leave Moter
"Grm-d ‘Uncle Sam! Just such an opinion was.
oce xeemed by the iy concl
railroad to

whea the first. was to be b, yet
todsy the express om Paris to
tamt

“Shall of this minimum inthe pos-

Sl I stop becanse
sibilis of falare? Stall 1 dstroy my invention,
i

s st he modst e o a e icing

you do ot vesure o iy e
cninn poiion of th sun, o your s Kot
amused by his uncle’s XU.

'mm&lh:mnmmﬂnmmm

st e iy a0d the lt-
about something more central, and so

g
“Then you do certain arder of rank,

grant
Uncle.Central, more central, still more central,

yet perfet? Sha
hold from mankind a considerable advance
e bese it may praps lad fry
pomGr::nl

mite you and ymwwkwhkhlhpemwﬂl
soon show me.” But T doubt whether this constant

mmmmmlhwl!dleulhlmqu
Do you believe that motorists and avia-

in has
ch Gapasinces vday? Wil st el vl
o e b logh o e ct of e

bsige—and hen sl we bave g

hiclsn veutn w dont
lhm‘? 1t ccormtng Crlsaton 4 do

Kuldid-nttyiy.m“onwiikold&.m
so sient, ipe on the

“With you mathematicians a fellow eamnct speak
a sensible word.  Are you trying to make a fool of

“No, Uncle” Korf became serious. “But one
thing is certain: the earth does not revolve around
the sun, any more than the moon revolves around

'llmlymﬂf"n&h'lwhﬁﬂm
e fom b ot fa b e Do
i unlrlmnndd
e ot ikt bt 1 s ezt
ity o mock e god sk i wy
Bevieg pees, b ekl o s
deuly bt 1d iy reslred mqnm.m.
thiaka bit, Uncle; you can do it better than
1 Where would oo hsry bewith e 0 he
ity f the sars and consguenly the raioal

side of the boat.
*Do you believe that man-ike beings inhabit the
stars?” he then asked very suddenly.

prev
he exne o g Ao cls mu.xy

At Tk et ol gy
your theory. ‘The universe is more demo-

ﬂmmuyuihmk

‘Already old Sam broke bis rescltion and con-

descended to call back over his shoulder: “What

the drl o e vl arou, i ot the

m«myugr
Almd a point, Uncle; around the same

Fossibilty of vegettion and accordingly of e s
| civing St s g
dicat that 30 rational beings live even there, And

i

iy, whidh s acmet o the i s o e
ay well pa

1 wil el you g, Gus. v.-.. engineers
und vt e cirene e bat
an a persor
ngis mnhm‘ that you eannot do.”

are_excesdingly complimentary, dear
sl sid Ko wih & g
e, pse it me 3 single valid
‘you understand—why among all the -m.m
i e Tt clump we el earth

samenhre i e of your e iy Yo s
n thinke

sy s % Vot yen
bekind muxfmm sgain?”

i, i Tt M Sem, makiog
it

“Surely, Uncle! On other heavenly bodies there
nuywcllbennomlhenﬂ a8 lon as it is
ot proved, e st queston to philoso-

ok ol ot ol The g
breeze is

coming
ikl he refaed the il and shec. On the
0 greeish black surface of the ke appeared bright
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THE SHOT INTO INFINITY B

trembling streaks, coming nearer and nearer, pre-
d breeze. Tn a few seconds

ib crack fike 3 whip.
-'nm Uncle Sam, this will be 2 speedy return
out, ] am going to tack!

o through the waves, cast

spray; the wind sang n the shrouds; belore thelake
sank nto complte darkacss, the yacht ws rocking
atits b

¥

Bluff or lu.l:ql
N the pure sea air of California, at a considerable
beight above sta level, ma- the great Lick
astronomical observatory €nj
i, cpecly vy camfit
Vation of th norher sy, The sttt pere
mits the use of such great magnification that the
sy cbever, Nidion,chose 2 the pel feld
iy of th s of
T o Midhon, van sl cadiorsd
authority i the observation oftheFtle ,hm ol
cury,visile only i the uncertain hll-light of eve-
ning or moring.
On the evening of the sixth of September the
ma it via s i ot e i il
jeopleionof e magaicet srronsds
ilobyum radiogram. Careluly he studied
e Ispn-.h uncertain mnm n onid regrd

"wm o you hinkof that? e s ket s

"S\lchmau-Smh[nnw g he e, Thut
et be the R who chised to nch
e by b ek ta te comquciog of
meansof rod

space by

et popelion. Do pon b 7 p'uml

the observatory seady at any ate by six oclock to-
oo afrsom, Bere hat e i by ex

make an observation.”
hwu{lupctdmhdlhumdm
t annouaced, Nielson spent the night

he th
‘mar's 1uvm' m. el mn\y ‘peeping behind.
the moon?"

Thm there awoke in him the interest of a scientist
who had devoted a whole life to b)l research. At
last mankind was !n ‘Tective tenment and
iy rgedig te sppare ot purt of
the moon which had been hidden from the earth
for thousands and millions of years! The fabulous.
ressevens of e sroce of o mon,sbst
the nsture of which there was no explana
surmises and hypotheses: very plausible, "|d!=dv

Sutme nynlhw alll
y g myery wis shst
o irip frai comtissori e

s gra

“That night he did not close his eyes, In excite-
meat he n back and forth between bis nudy and
the giant telescope in the dome, Then he went
down the steps f the tower and walked sbout in

the open.
shose i s st qucier Grvagh the

The
ure sea air, It seemed to be laughing at
ich human beings were makiog about P

side.
Niln became tosghtol. Ho knew very el

the problem of the space ship, which years ago had

excite- ba:n wily ot i of e pepee sad had

ivion, since there could be no
sommmmdmmkoum

B could sty cany out il

d at bis disposal a propulsion material with 2
e hem energy of about 60000 calories per
ilogram.  When his-experiments at that ime al-
ways failed, the matter was regarded as mere fan-
tasy. Pukups he has now realy found 3 suficient
souree o

Shhu(h\;hud,mdlwwmud&

e 7,525 P, Cetrl Bpen T,
Suchinow moon rocket leaves 45° 16 4 N, Lat,
E: Loog, Grenvch. - Observatons

please, Transcosmos,
Acering 1 ou loal i that would be 0-
assistant. “By

‘ort sltoons ot oe” id e tnt
dy e con by see

St les et bty
emisated? sniwcied Nidson: Do you 1
beleve it at all?”

1 ot impossile, I the Rusia bas 52

gy accumulator of suficient capaciy, the mat-

er & sy to be doabed: spatial maviftion
thes far this one. g

“Man, do not tempt the gods!” murmared the
aged astronomer into bis grey beard. Then he said
aloud: “Make the necessary preparations and have

oottty the et b cnd s i
stand the fearful intial acceleration? What was
the use of a space P b an e The
given no information on this scoe.

Waat it t wee unly 2 bad joke which be was

a5 somel
Stowly the mm ecat by, il more sonly the
following morniog. It became afternoon. Now,
at this very moment, the shot was taking place,
provided the news was correct. Nielon could
h:rdly conceal his exctement any longer.

e how ed by. On some pretext o
ks b o el dome wher u:: =
sistant, on the movable platiorm,
e t e e e sy oo e

e sy

et

“I se vothing yet, sir?”

Evening st 1 s sl he ot of the b
server was the same: *T see nothing yet, s 1"

W itpouste ht e . 130t -
son said 1 by gt o chrs
o s sl b et e ot sty
coud ot be very large, and the ly very
bigh aogular veocity must quicly take it from
the observer's ield of vision. By ight, however,
perhaps they could see the rocket with the naked




u

eye, assuming that it radiated a stroog light, a0d

could point the telseope accodingly.
Nin:odkkl

same reative
mumummmamw
nd.u‘t.

ition to the
at the time
of the dis it must be visibe,if it is

SCIENCE WONDER QUARTERLY

Aod oy it s 3 quesicn ot of conrlin e
air but of conquering space, the

“You are an upllmu(. my dear Korll" replied
ey “The pulic o 1.5 o e st
b g you and your work.~ Your invention
trusted, ot sitbczund ca-m .m -:
money without assurance of suecess, especally in

your space ship to the public travel in
i o the T o . e ey th Bl
farther mod

s impossble without money, the finest thing sinks
into obivon”

Mwmmmm.m:m In
loud voce he called the
s, e skl the
e st e :!ll'npbdm:l.

“What do umummmu
wum.inm.pr
“From eight to nine hundred thousand marks

o s A
lnvhulm He left the observatory, uterly ex- fortunate

CHAPTER Il
orf Hears the News
Coumuo:nzysz.ueahmum-
tional airport at_Fri en on Lake
in his

Constance, was siting.

ly impractcal. One would think tht this
s cold b colted. st e leig fron
rould be enough.

what it sees. And then, one are

.

Yo i themton e Bt s oy
more thing: yoo

too late. The Russan s already at the

Wt B

remember the Suchinow publica-
tion, mdmy—nmh-maxﬂymrd-

of the space rocket ot
Oh ! Tiow. He oly ackd th picpa
feature, the dynamic carrdge!” suid Kort with a

lavgh.
mnmmmymdmmdm
"llhmunm-h-ulhﬂ nem-umm

reaty—those ever recurring arguments
on which the refusal was based. We may abso-
lutely give up hope”

Toen Lt oy o e publ comel-
lor!” said Korf calmly. masses will have
-munaum-a(m mnmw.mupu.
T

Do ot hope o0 machP" e e

ly.
e recal the Ech
) nmm e Echterdingen catas-

Ten subsite. et read WP
Quickly Korf seized the pa
mwh-vmmn-(
the page, he
'I'hihumlal-ﬁlllyh\beumunlny

“B sq_buruu ru-yn
925 A s o S
imanesti

Ouvkﬁm

ago conducted the

fist experimeats. .

Korf read no furber.

i the R e murmne, -.:.n.-u.y
the dynamic cartridge?

Shhnglnsbod et e o

propeling force
Suchinow is using for his rocket, One thing is
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foes ot atiain the

ly state that this performance can be

iquid foel 1 Suchinow, ery probabe, i

dynamic. cartridge, he will not lft his machine
above m;m of amuuunomwnn, orelse...”
“Or else?”

tressing each word, Korf completed his state-
ments. "0 e b wilas e it ofthe ars
atnton b using up the st sply of ey,
but then he will never seturn.”

" ghtl hovht grouned He
ity  waring woud llrudy be oo
I wp m newspaper agein. “The
ot seeded it

v et vt tate, it would not help.
Do i really believe that an inventor would seri

mider e wariog o s il Fany b
Jeting. h-meu be induced to abandon his enter-
prise wit insight! Sch 3 waaiog wosd
also be I.hn-(hl b the pabic the manoeaver of 2
and mld o you to it

helping an)

’n«tuﬂmnulhmmmm
simply released an_ experimental rocket

o >

B
?

e i & s machie st up withot 31
observer, o if the observer dots
Either way, the shot into infiity s a0 interesing
apinent bt otiog mor, nd it wil end 2

5 mch the wors, i e Rasio i i
Dr. Heyse. “Then publc opinion will b aroused
and we shall have no success at all in colleting

sncs of which will ppear established by

this mishap”
"My plan is not hopeless and cannot be dis-
credited by Suchinow's presumable mishap,” re-
pled the inventor firmly. “I sincerely beg you,
Coueler, o gt o pube drre o funte 1
trust the judgment of the German nation. And
w ay T be lxtund? A visitor s waiting for
me i the laboratory.”
ncsighl ot grombied he concler
gone. not even wonder

hehs i B e o e

To Mother Barbara's

PPARENTLY unconcerned, Korf hastened to

s lbaraoy, where Usee F ot already

e hand the news-
Sam ran

erin-law, gesticalating and shost-
o rom ey erm 0 soom. 50t s v
bke:

e oo red k? There s 3 e for the
moon! The Russian
“Apparently has moneyl” interrupted Kot

“That is bis oaly advantage. et be wil get to
the moon with money just as lite as T skall with-
outit”

“Well, the queston of money is sot so dificult.
Just sell some liceases”  With a roguish wiak be
‘udged his friend.

s

“Of coursel The simplest thing in the world!
Mampe il iy you 8 pety pasy o the e
1iht to st loons o the oo, D't yo

“Ttis lm bad that apparently there is neither to-
bacco nor wood on the moon, or I should gladly
give you the tobaceo pige monopalyl”
Thank you very much! Uty 1 have
ml!nd xn !nd my days here on
e $1m eroinly,
is ulrmlly unplwanl abwl this rocket.
did the fellow get it
1 g bl saswrel Ko il nly,
“that the very same dnmry sl b e o6
the same time by different
mection. The usaal duyl!dxy " mnul Be
sides, this St oW ‘before the public with
Qz pmiut of spatial navigation menhat shesd

Angnly knacked the ash from is pipe.

“The devil take the entire rocket for
TP e romtied. “But i peope ity

bave 10 travel to the moon, then I thak it eed
2o begrastd o' Resian o be the aue who whs
the laarels”

“He s not there yet, Uncle!”

“T hope he breaks bis neck! T must disolve my.
suger, or 1 shall burst. Come, Id, It s go to
Math Bk for 3 ... *

ou want to see my experimen
-'nm uid be bad, Gty vy ad! e
Tmpessblel The ooly help is
¢ knows the things

his carth, When L was just a ad,  aten found
consolation for my bad lessons by going to Mother

by

Firnl

B took i resising i by
the s and b i vy

dng room of Mother Bar-
i b s were sheady siting n pite of
the early afternoon hour, They were disputing
loudly and eagerly about the great event of the

“The attempt ought to fil” burst out & stout
i mechant stiing he bl it s ot had,
50 that the glases clink
oo o a Russon i ge n, ot om shadof
15 people of Friedrichshafen. Who built the first
Zepent Who v over o Amaria? We 81

o o We people of Fotaoatn Ao
now are we just guing to look on? That is not
right, no, it isnt!” Hurriedly he emptied. bis

s
20 i b, i a5 the devil” aimed
is neighbor thoughtfully.




oo remember? weat o the melast
“what a stir it made when the ZR 3 flew across

stars would be looking at us, too,if Korf had hur-
Title more. Isat that so?*
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the  paper would sue

el i own g Would the ot el ach
bore all, wasthere an observer in the

e ptb W evening
ey bring more pews. Besids that

Kori did not think it impossible tht the rocket
‘o e visbe s cveing. s to g it with

s
p‘mspe neighbor behind his hand, muvm{ a
lie z\Mer. e ot now!”
el Ko g bi bness
Boz lm:lgnul You donft know him! No, Kort
vorite o hins e tha, o e
Yot someing e s, ey ch et
S mbr dout o Dokl ok 4. ship, eh?
*\\'I:ydns e let the Rusian fy off and just look

“Wel, be put in all is time 30d ran ont of
o

“Bat ook here, this Rssan b done it 1 do't
(ko bt the ol ting doset ok gd 0

" Look bere?” itermpted 8 hicd, “This whole
Suchinow business s just a swindlel Have you
seen the rocket, or has anybody ele seen it?”

“Not that 1 kaow of "

“But we could see it flying to the moon. We
s th i ll "

Boly Mot Brry amle round ancog e
bl She hardly had stop in her
iling the glasses. 1t . She re-

joiced at every eveat which could excit the people

Friedrichshafes, t causes

She enjoyed
nothing so much as seeing empty piat stins before

ly the conversaton at the head. tabe
ceased; two new guests had come in. Tnguisiively
the people looked at the coupl, well known to all
Friedrichshafen, persons especialy notceable on

y of days.
“Goodda tosll o youl it Unle Sem ol

Kot ey soidd o

tablein 8

he
ol Sam s sl lve, oo s the grct
ing of the ot old landiady to the friend of her

bored, in thei interrupted dispute,
fnt m(lly, then Touder and louder, with av inces

ke 2 mountain torrent, Only
uu.g.m. catuon of Tl oocsiotly et
pled, by bevy poinding on the e, came

(]mmgh tha ik ot of tobae bmoke

fenty in the comer. The newspaper
snoumcenen owaplel N i s e
than he showed. What kind o energy accumulator
did Suchinow possess, that he should venture to
despatch the rocket? Would this event harm or

i spl:ndld o Mot e s
Uncle Sam, when the lndiady had g tuned o
the head table, rousing Ko from his revery b
the wards “She_oures geartons, and b
wines splendid, Here's 0 your health,lad1”

The Disaster

AM raised the glass to the level of his eyes,
swiag it a few times in a cirle, siffed the fra-
s g, ok il i, and smckd i g
His lower jaw roatofa treefrog
waiting for a f )(tmilnhpm took another
drink. Thas it was a loag time the old
comosseur set his

«@ lass again, wiping
‘mouth and utteing a deep sigh of content from his
very soul.

“Now T am more in the mood, Gus; just fire
away, what do you tink of ths new thing? Its
pably s ‘swinl, st

shrugged his shoulders,

it o et i the world

withsuch s news? It s e e i te yar
o Apel ol o tis ki

ell me diretly, Gus, why your work is

wly that someone else eould get

are various reasons, Undle Sam. m
years ago I had already made eonsiderable
res in preparing the rocket lhldwtmallny
available capitl. And then came the catastrophe!”
“Tatis right. You wrote me
fire. T was then in Bombay, having quite a time
with the English. They absolutely wouldn't be-

w the small supply of my dynamic car-
tridges seems to have taken fire spotaneously.
Maybe there was 2 short crcult, At any ate they
exploded in my laboratery, luckily when aobody
was there. Not much  ny work,you
may well imagine. My asistant, 2 Hungarin
t.um!mrleun(lmld:mlh:ﬂ:ms
reckess ted o rescae the bor of con-
struction plans from the fire. It was cray, with

e it cxplions 1t s, Uscl, my
bt stopped bt when s Nl ple
into the fames. 1 thought

1t s los
atthefrmen o v o ollow o
o save
Kort remained silent for a whil,
“Did you save her?” asked Unde Sam, much
intereste
“1 di

not ind her, How I ever got ut o that
fming i agan s iy o me oy
Later 1 was told that T was found  un



Do you
4 nny.unlmr'

still correspond with Natalla, that is

wites o me of and oo, teling about her
afairs. it sy o

cares aod plans.
ioterests

Nawaly! She s quie Gifren

3

84 vt cxge e San, withwhat vurmh
spoke of Natalka and bow indifferently of
Mertens.

Gus, Gus, he thought, you seem to have scorched
something besides your skin in that iel But an-

“Gas," be began, “do Natalla's lttes actully
cone from Berl?'

Ko lokd 5p i e “Wht 3 s
questionl”

you lnveatin than shou the fate of your a5
sitast”

ter such as.
G5 i

were going totell me more abost (42 0

eavelope see
yourselfl You may perfctly wel read the letter,
which 1 got oly a few days 3go. It i uo love le-
s kept from

ook e e, “Too bad it isat, Gus; isn't

pdm-nmmhm;mrk
1 b et Mertes syl m,m.mp.

“Thatcaabe tld n 8 few words, IMbm
and gt

visited me once
you much, this Merteos?”
“Good Lord,

Thiton
mylewla‘d‘qn‘sllmmﬂmw-
mly.mmunuuhbh_mm
fads | migit oy have b ol bops
fire anhvemdemnuhmm
mln-bmu firt practially servica!

wms-.xmmmwnymk
iavention than let this, 100, go to some
oty I-1nqw-¢,nm¢o{am-edd
war, that the Americans threaten us with our own.
Zgpl, tha the s il the s i o
Krupp cannos, and that the Freach are making
sk it or S ot Ty, ot v
are equipped with ‘weapons, so that
mmm*-nvnunmmm
Uscl,my e s it d wl res G

e ko e oo il the worse

Sam carefully read theleter. In firm and almost
mascaline ted that the writer was

‘characters it stat
ertens

"“The oy hin st s wme e ocked
“Usele SamP* eried Korf, reproachlal asd in-
jured.

“LadP® ssid Finke, rising giavely. “T kaow
i St e A



th a mighty swiag of bis arm be threw the
Mgty striking the paper with the fst
i m-n\y el b g, 30t 1l o s
o poured over the table. He

m\li\ hm §cn ety aced to, bt st of
i brd e o ch 18 unaffectionate treat-

"Rt shotdeet; thea e s i 3 sggrievd
tone: “T cannor contradiet you, Uncle, 11 1 did
not know Natalka's bandwriting 50 wel, 1 could
ot possibly believe, good heavens, that Mrs. Mer-
ines 14 y—ny setan wee ons s the ame

P e, Sam eleand up the table, estingthe
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with the penciled date. The Berfn postmark bad
the same date.

"Then his wrinkled face lighted up; a sudden idea
seemed to brighten him, and conteatedly he again
surveyed his wine gl

Well—the letter was witten by Natalka aod
posted by Mis. Mestns i Beison Angst thi
eth.

:pnll:mv:lnpemmh pocket, o
o R e i i, st
e Tter, nd s, gnaiag what had Jut o0
curred:

“Then money is what you fackl 1 hall just see
about that a litle. Old Sam knows many people.

‘a4 laate thoogh the cagper bxpton srking.

‘mishandled pipe and knocking the ashes from the
ltter. T amp had flln fom the -
velope, and e tried to sic it on again—mechay
lly, 38 though ryng to remove all g of hs
outbrst of anger
Suddealy he stopped, held the envelope under the
ight, examined it with first one eye and then the
other, and shook his head thoughtflly. On the
place where the stamp had been stuck was written
in gencil "S0/8"
“Strange,” murmured Sam, “to write the date of
‘under the stamp!” Then be took up the
letter again. 1t was dated August 30, which agreed

Who ksows, ey T cn be bl 0 you o
this respect. Tomorrow 1 must be off to
Turkish Consulate in Berlin, and I shall keep the
matr o mindMother Bt beog e o
other of the sam
A Sleepless Night

the strets and alleys af the usually very quiet

little city on Lake Constance it was lively the
next night. When darkness set i, the people

out he et which e for e 5 ownen f



a5 bad hardly likely evr been givea sated insaficienty or not at al, for which resson
in this distic before. it can only be seen when it emerges from the
The evesing papers bad conirmed the sending  shadow of the earth. We can make no prediction
of the rocket, and 0o dweller in Feidrichshalen

when that will occur, since we have 0o basis for

rise in the east, climbing higher and higher in

firmameat, 10 sink again

Many noticed or learaed, o their Soon such strong bad public expression
that the pole star, oae dared 10 look up at the sky any more,

sensational oceurrd, no are of ire in the sky, 0o basis,
glowing, speeding shot, oo explasion on the woon, faal fo the public to thisk itslf made fun o,
then gradualy the older persons began to go bome  What effect would this bave on his collction of
disappointed, others folowed, and al a once com- _funds, now just ready to start? The
mecced the geners) migration back o the city, afte all pass over a falure, but t would sever
‘morning was still far oft. Ouly the more don having been fooled. ibtless the inevitable
st ones beldon il the gy of o cltin o enenzaton
sihtocs cos o
tinguisbed al the splendor ofthe sars, tion of spatial
the next morning the papers A bad omen for the fate of the oational colle-
colomns in leagth, Al the reports,inclding those  ton
ries, showed 3 certain disappoint- grew very angry.
ettt g old b hurveds e there s VThi bochr® be govlel, “Appreaty dhe
ly i it

ton
0 cne had sctually seen the shot, but In the night _ stroyed!”

in question, soon after ine o'clock, the dwellers 1t did ot ccur to Korf that b was really hartily
in the viciity of Calimanesti had waked o fight  wishing success to his daogerous rival He bon-
3t 3 loud thunderiog crackling sound like ma~ cstly hoped that the rocket would tll e discovesed
i i its path to the moon.

terror.
‘The thundering had also been heard in & policeman.
Iughunkmlilt‘dv-llm,n‘m;?*ldugﬁ “The Avgel drugstore?” answered the lattr to bis
claimed that they bad seea 2 dazlng light over the  question, & six moths,
m’nmmm\bml and the building is being made over to a moving.
nmammm-mhdmn: picture theatre.”

observat

for_information_about _theic ions i )
opisions very castous and reticent tion. Pleased, a8 though the given
position. very sati mh‘:nnudqw.::h
The , Besln, wiote a5 strasse, carellly examiniog
Ity Oty B the name of the. and turned into  side street.
“Until we are informed the dimeasions, bigh, dreary lodging bouse, he



in his pocket a crumpled envelope, comparing the
address with the number of the bouse.
“Well, just wait, my dear Mrs. Mecteast” he
said to himself with a grin. "You will be in our
bands, ater all””

‘Then he entered the house and stamped up the
grey creaking suirs.  Each story
a-dﬁp.ndmw,ms.mmmmc,
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me; T can keep quiet. T've seen plenty of fellows
slnhn‘updzm:,'hml«h_ over at

Thepampmndmlm.mb‘mm.
‘periectly comprehensile to
~rmmm.|,mqmmummmm
get after them with the authoriies. This s a re-
spectable bous.Of o we gut p wih things
But she weat

s of ety i el o the ot g
at the right he saw the name Mertens shining 0a 3

a hand's breadth.

“Who is there?” eried 2 thin squeaky voice, ap-
parently belonging to a woman and stating Sam
by its tone. He never could endure talking with

o fr 6 o cage e st of o G
collctor on ﬁmlwrnduymyhxhnu—
lessaess was gettiog too
'f:ﬂmqh-did!lslluldcmrnllylmk?'
Fikle ‘The porter eyed him
mmpnu “Fire wes 2 thkaening v
his
“See here, are you makiog 3 foal of me?”
“Not at all; nﬂ,umwhum
1 juat wanted—well T am supposed o give ber
grestings i
“So that's it—irom a frend! 1 relly might have

invisible persons.
Yt pen the ot god Mo M um thng s you wee st the oy . She
s0t 2 burglar” be seid in the frendliest tone pos-  used o favor younger *
ekt ‘Uscle Sam was gettiog ashamed of the unworthy
Aa illsmellng vapor of sour milk and steamed rdle which, against his will he his
‘sauetkrant came from the narrow opening. yousg friend. Sel, wasa't it somewhat justified?
i do o otk the il bekindte Hado't there doubiless been tender reati
tween Korf and
"lxijlluphmnuxﬂyum:smhu “How does she look?" weat on the talkative por-
Mertens!”

opened the door, Mrs.
“But I am not Mrs. Mertens. They moved out

ago”
“Is that 507" said Sam in surprise. “Then why
s thre 3 pste on the dor wih the mame of
Merteas?
‘Anywlm-lhzhmmngmmmnm"md
mmmmmmm-dedaumh

of mistrust and

'Dombe:hr-‘d.nypodwmnl Please
tel me where the Mertens five now, and 1 shall she’
ot btheryou amy more”

“Ask the porter!”
Samuel Finkle was glad to

to follow this
dum,mdh:ﬂylwnd:nmewﬂn politely,
nd blood—very m

pratical
a creature of fish 2
“Wel, the Merea i b “Yes, de M-

ot Mk by . bt b ¢
“Mach too yousg for you, you may depend on
hat?

“And do you know her irst same?” Sam weaton
though he felt 44 duu'n give the im-
Besh,  pertinent man a good bax

‘Youhvlnulhu:! Sh:hulh!u(mﬂ.l
diferent
“Andwhu:d-dyn-sytbellm:mimg

Sty alter they had sod the

man was saying, yet iness in that nowada
having fomnd especially in 2 pretty, roomy

count on leaning more than from the ivisible sprit 2 person to whom you

on the fourth After that they went to

“T know you mezn well by me, porter” sid he, 1 inow, ﬂqm-l!udlpﬁl rm),m.sn.n
“bat will you please a5 to express your:  Mertens recntly wrote me about the caal which

be so kind
do

O, don't try o fool me that way! Of course
2 person does not hang his dirty lisen i the mar-
ket place. Bt you don't need to hide things from

was il i s cel, and e mentoed that i
ias again appearing at the—the—what do you

pprarrig

“The Orpheurs, don't you mean?” pat jn

Sn-.'bohdxpndhmﬂd(zniﬂxvml

“And the address? Have you the etter



THE SHOT INTO INFINITY 2a

ideas
Gus been really attacted to such 3 wor
Gus, whom be loved as a father would his son.
be sure, it often happens that (.wl:mu; gilted,
eninent men seem saitten with blindness when
pomen e in quon. Vo b o ey
have credited his brother-indaw
derstanding of manlind,
“Here is the letter!” The porter roused him
from bis meditation and slowly spelled out the

vl
apest, Szaboles Utea number S4—oh, read
it ynumlfl T don't know Hungarian,”
readily believed that sad wrote the address
k.

in HM
“One more s bav you ay e it M
Mertens’ maiden came was?”

Anxiously be held fasé t this iea and tried to
o ¢ e theca it which ol b e ws
threateniog to sink. “Letter—Letter,’
mured o forget sgan tat
it thrs s somling
viog, ot wich hebad o

At Nolleadorf Square he had had enough of the
crowd, and he worked s way out o the car. With

amazed sailes those in the station watched the
sleader ltle man who kept saying to himsef “Let-
ter, letter” very audibly while rushing away a3
thosgh meing oo b on

threw himself on a beach, He

b.,... o srew s thongit,aad agan s Hght
an

to him,

Mrs. Mertens is dntsl with Nutla?” be
said aloud to himsel,in ¢ an examine
to 3 candidate, “why s to Kot
from Hudzpuli T da s chocts e sl

“Ves, Lnow very
kncwhcrunlybyhet phvigbedpiorrd
sk wheher 4 Mo W it e be”
Sams s sk o, i
same. Weis, which the potr tok for the G
man name Weiss, was the name August Korf bad

was always i
mmmydnnudntwlkvhsw.
Finkde Scors
S et sty omed poties as e
He bad set bimsell

bling i
up as a etesive, lurﬂy ol o sl e s
getting confsed. 7 What
e s st thes ot Mo o el
have the maiden name Weisz? Why di
son who was formerly asisant to b brother.
Iaw aad aiterward married to the druggist Mertens
of Berlin concern kim? Wy did he think himself
v o s this vomn

fertens was not worthy of oc-
cxprin e thonghts o Suauel Pkl Buovas
he really shielding Mrs. Mertens? It was in fact

only Natalks, whom Gus st card for. His Gus,
whom he wished to free from the unexpressed re-
proach of having been attracted
and wioteligent woman.

et Natalka and this Mrs. Mertens were one and
the same person

T aa 1 hamor e pushed into the erowted sube

by an unworthy

- confused all his ideas, gong on foo

y bt
g v tng s o
Why mhmsg s ihudnlllm:l(llll Anl

‘confidence here, to look after these
e ke the potmark It wa tha of
the postofice in Ublandstrasse.

Perhaps it was this porter, who knew 50 much

and whose sense of honor and proprity kad re-

o impeus o the i cllc on the

irs Soor o reach an ordinary and natural indigna-

tioal wamnldh:hnhrgwmwnhh
quiries about his?

No sooner thought than done. He quickly set
aut o the rtum . i ime e i ot e
the by, the snplssnt mode o el which
t instead.

. In astonishment the porter beheld Hs visto re-
appear. His teception was not excessively friendly;

gy hall-mark piece had pecceptibly lowered
i opinon of M. P
1 What do you want this time?*
“I quite forgot 1o tell you my name, porte;’
old Sem detrninedtogothe Lty vame i

"an Friedrichshafen?” blurted out the other in

"thz ight, porte, from Friedrichshafen, As
u know, of coursel” This was the man who

e

sy am supgosed o past the leters caly ba

oraindays! s, o o oow whelbou

S sl e i
“How

being crushed, and in 5o doiog felt Natallas letter
‘Between his fingers.
Certaaly there was sometbing wrong abost this
tetter. But what?

sinddl about the letters, my
ol Bmdl!ufyvnwillmpnnd!h-
ters, the matter is

5o important
nypndm-&emﬁwmlmr Wi
that Uscle Sam turmed



2z
“Are you perbaps tired of the Mertens woman?”
cried the parter malicously. "If you tell me your
you say agrees with the

addres of the ltters, then for Heaven's sake take
the ket amy! T skl be ghd 10 gt o of

Slowly Fiakle turned around, named the address
of his Friedrichahafen friend in a carelss fashion,
and then received a litte package, which he stowed
away in his breast pocket.

His good humor was restored as he left the
‘Ulandstrasse lodging house, never to s it agin.
The Dot In The Heavens

the afternoon, on Potsdam Square, there was
ly hopelss confusion of carriages,
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oriow okt sl toe ok (Cexid
European Time). Tt is to be hoped that the sky
will be safficently clea for the observation of thit
comtions evat o Bablbrg Obcraoy
lkewi

" ot to oo e o gt
we wam them bef that there is of couree
2o posibilty of wimeding this eent with he
naked eye. Even in the giganic telescope of the
Lick Observatory, with an of more
than a thousand tizes, the rocket appeared
a tiny, hardly perceptble dotof light.
it will be rather pontless to ook
her m.m ith£eld gases 1t opera

slowly and caefuly foided p the

hoek 4 put t n i pckeh. Then e went 103
café 10 refresh himself, mind and body, for further
e sty

It was remar tom te exnh
1o the meal. This was

borid
exactly the tize requi
by the gl et s e Aﬂannc S
W rom

inger
vanto«rm—hrlwr Zetwrg,

Was there  pednie wne - » e it
ragile bject,

Uncle Su
the busy square mi turned into Leipriger Strasse.

grumbled. *As
f hre wasth, aongh e wihou 1, 00 that
windy comert"

For 5 moment th il of the nevaboys wers
hushed. A they were receiving new sup-
ples of papers.
iy than before.

telegraphic dnspllﬂ! BerknerZetung!
eom o mystery solved] Discovery of rockett*
s tn k. Th rocke diseon:
o 1o i scion

e s an amat
ectve he b eninely ok sgh o the il b €xa

s af s vegaion, s ke, Hsty e
purchased one of these papers, stll damp from the
press, and scanned it quickly.
“The Moon Rocket Foundt”
| CCORDING a1 Secementof e L2
oy i Callori, ot shout § A Mo

o Sy’ (i of e T4, by or o)
adotof hm, iy hllush Jm,vischured
the eastern sky, moving wi toward
(b oo AL the moncat of oervaon it s

about 200,000 kilometers from the carth.
“This is doubless the Suchinow rocket,
hase of illamination a5 the moon does,

at preseat appearing in the first quarter, This dem-
onstrates that the rocket has no illumination of its
own and has only become visile through
fection of the sus rays. Thus is also explained
the previrml e i g the rocet. which
ly emerged from the shadow of the earth

mly ety v hos o e i of st

"ESinc the Lick bservationis dated abot oy
aiter thestart, and since in thistime the rocket

had covered half of the eatire distance to the moon,
the arrival at the moon might be calcuated for to-

But then they resounded agin, |

what did he really know? That Mrs. Mertens was
Natalks,and Natalka Mrs. Mertens? Was the mat-
ety made vy invoved ey trough

anation”
He ok cut the pdage of et Eght o
lpes, il ewing Kot adsss n s Gl

strong handwriting, al identical, evea to the heavy
line nndu the word 'Fn:dlm:hlh{a.\,” which was

width an There
cold 7 loner e any doubts e mnu ad
been writen at the same time i
“Fine doings!” said Uncle Sam to.
ing a dozen lettes at once! No (il ot
mg brillnt resss. il t ntcats sergy and

P e e tdied thedte witen i the comners
where the stamps would be placed. He was §
terested to note how long 2 time Naslls b >
tended these tender attentions to bis

Gre is woman actualy remens! Of
course she could not break off the
suddenly. That woud have attracted attention.
A the intervals become greater
and greater, and the correspondence gradally o
o slep. Welll This Naala s ne 10 fo

the re - might b cpected fom he contens of the Teters?

had a great desreto open the envelopes. Sat
s Veare 1 gt o th st o
brother-n-daw. Korf might notfke that.

.1 can well imagie whatdhore s to
sesd in them” Som comlort Then be
cotinsed with s plans, For  Jong time e re

St ormed chemte ad eected them,penned
Tike the keent ologist, and by the time he
et he cat d  decion firnly settled.
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h ofice, where he sent

First he went to a tel

arest
he had procured a berth on a sleeper to

Alter
Vienna, be went to his hotel, told the amazed clerk ~pested:

thar b i st et o o e b g,
and is suitease.
Whatiog ey e et 0 the Sieian i
CHAPTER V.

A Financier's Worries

OUBTLESS everyone who has visited Bu-
hr, that iy of may briges o te

ler,
Bucharest, the Calei Victoria, and Riegeler are

‘At Ricgeler's thee is .|w.y. & swarm of people,
50 materat wha e of Gy you e theong

room, Here ung ladies eat sundaes; here

llred bankers s, avig If the nesr-by stock
exchange for a soda; here the talkative middle-aged
Tadies, who seem international and ae to be found
all over the world, knit countless stockings and
demolish mountains of cakes and sugared almonds;
here connoisears of all natons revel in the sym-

phonies o refned swr 1s of which do
ot seem to escap from this ity vort.
mania. everyone s fond of sibbing, even

m as Munich, the Octobér  will take time

" change Besdes youse it

Lord, yes!” cried Suchinow, to prevent
futher deais. “To be sur, the rocket shows 3
crsdenly ol vy tha 1 had it

“Consequently. ., . 7"
"Mallylhngu mmmmn...r He

1o be seeking suitab
“IE7” fnssted Vacareseu mnnghdmlylﬂd
He moved e i oot b mis

impatience.
2 word of the inveator's
1rmu¢mbum;nm.mmm

chinow, 25 though he would
from bislips.
v sppose it posble fo e rckt o

breathe in the reply

trike the

“By 20 means et caly be e difct od

1 to get away from the moon 2

s 4 ot b

Wt 3 the persnage f gy of the
rocket’s safe retura

“Are you going to o e the e of Ao
s artogy i Suciow in 2
manner which excit

“You certanly have nm.hmx o ose by i, Al
yoncndois . Butmy ey, my e o,
may stiek to the moo You,
fon 3 the tock & pa Thave
B g of the ot no mﬁm!y. i s
ot care 10 go th again.”
Vcarse e this oy and narted i g

“Calm yourself sirl We are not on the stock

istaken i ynar appor-

for even t}
splendors. Careully
e hour at the |1nle ‘marble uh(u and rever-
aly ooy the et Rigler ol
T this e n the e atemon of s of Setenber
teath, we find Romano Vacaresca in eager con-
vﬂslm -xlh the general dl'«lm nl the Trans-
Diai

he was in a hurry. He wished to see whetber there
was any more correspondeace in his new ofice in
the il Victor, ad thea he meat o g ut 1o

than you?” said Sty sharply. There was a
p Vvl frr n b b,
“Tndeed” Inughed Vacarescu scorafuly.
“In case of a catastrophe my whole lfes work is
d—Skorynal You forget that a bu-

“We will |, Monsie espe-

cially now, whea we may have every hope that
expedition will end successfll

-

‘Quickly Suchinow escaped from the fat man. He
‘made hs way among the marble tables ot
open air and hurried across the boulevar
Iooking around. Vacarescu, with his ﬁumml o

the of . The air todsy was
rodbovsige Sty ua/ gl
today ws the mor important, because during the
night the
of the

moon.
He was excited and nervous, feeing little desire
o isen to the lamentations of the man who ca
s abaut the fate of the rocket than about the rise
or fllof his stocks,

Ons o ting Monsiear Suckinow! Is the
undertaking to be described now as hllfvuy to
ot o aon 1 mve e the

e Traseosnossock. The s trs g of

ries,
i take than s few thoussnd ounds,
Uncerainty
HE fightofthe rocket id ot satsy Suckinow,

“To be sure, the start had taken plce smoothly.
Under the backward pressure of the rapidly suc-

f - cessive explostons of the energy g the o

pedo-shaped space:




k-]

ing gt ad rser, anl s st mice
disappeared in the closds.
Anmnmuu, place accordiog to the pro-

he e of m lighing sysicm aved Sechinow

etly Skoryna had not succeeded
i imaatog the touble, And why b bt ot
to arth none of the radio messages for which Such-
inow had waited in nerve-wracking tension? Now
the rocket had long since It the reception field of
the most powerful stations on earth, not to speak

SCIENCE WONDER QUARTERLY

carry the rocket ast the limit of attracton of the
Storyna

pass the limit of gravity again on the returs tip, to

break the free allto earth suffcienly, and to make
possible 2 sfe landing?

Suckinow trembled at the thooght that Skoryna

might orerok s remados dange o sty
scrcton to the winds

o tht cae thre wnu)dbem!y two possibilites:

cither the rciet an he would escape

y
reaching back 1o carth, Yet in th first few hours
alter starting Skoryna could have sent word, which
would have meant certainty as fo the outcome of
thehat This full mcsnainty ofthe et ds
dbeen nas o Su
i, s well o e dumm of the
il , did not matte to him, But
whit of hs abservaton by the Lick tcleseop, from
which could be calculated for the first hal of the.
tol dance o averge e of oy 1400 mters
a second? According to his own figures the
o bave ssded 0 devlp n avenge sed ot
2400 meters. With this the crosing of the equil-
brium pam:h.mm. et moon, where

from ity wit i st ey,

‘which would 50 lessen the supply of cartridges that

it would fall to the earth, wthout su
energy, and would be smashed to bits,

‘would remain bound to the moon, circing abant it

a5 2 satellite, et

e rocket conained foad, in the form of con
ot pellets, which would soffice for e
There was also ample provision for oxygen,

the meantime 4 second space ship cou pe it
o come to the rescue, But in the saitude of space,
without communication with the earth, in uncer.
tainty 36 to his fate, was it not absolutely certain
that Skorys wonld become nsane? And would

500 meters a second.
moan would take place in 2 weak hype
the risk of beng held by te moon in a closd e
Tipse would be baished.

Now, hovee, st much moe ha bl of the
necessary speed had fuel pro-
vided for wamlwuldmmu.\ymlmb«m

Then he bl 0 he,

o second
T T o e end ques-
tion, aﬁn the founding of the Transcosmos Com-
pasy.

the same s the firsti
Sachinow’s blood boiled. He must now not lose

ter ll, woald not the second rocket meet
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el ed s bty e besded God
be simply mast not beeak dowo! 1 aly

Yet his fears wese perhaps i vain. Sesely Skor-
yoa would bave recognized his positon and woukd
avaid being entrapped by the moon. Ata
distance he could Gircle aboat it as often as he

at would o require any energy of at
Mmlyl(mylzd discharges for steriog par-
‘siguifcant in amoent. - Skoe-

Toa would dosbins reogaiae and caey ot the

course.
Suchinow sought to calm hisssel with these and
similar be was not master of bis
tormesting worrics
Quickly be

the rooas of kis ofice
oa the Calei Victoria,

Hese or o the

re,
ten dicock he was expected at the ob-

servaory.
Mectasically be ghaced 2 the tap-
estriescn the walls,a b prety re-

raisoce clock, 24 e bage globe i

e coroer.Then his head sank down, 3d iper-

compelled bis 10 sheep.

B e ek by el e
“What is

o\ e

am\,um the envelope a0d read the
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his
upmation, thre is samthing wong thre
he muttered through his clenched teeth. “That is

the ast straw!
With 2 groan he threw himslf again upon the

chair, the scraps of the telegram out of the
wastebasket, and reached for bis timetable.
CHAPTER VI
Discoveries
HEN Suuul Fikle Tached Bulspest,be
took one of the cabs which stood in 4 very

e sation and drov 1o the vous

row
ot wiic e badcogued 3 rocm m by kg

He would grealy have pi i
¢ Danube, o elresh ooty ong

by the

i, Then b o e gl of Tokay i coe
the caté the tiver s and

plled perdrd Liugl viogardyed

fects the fortress of Alt-Ofea and the charming
villas of the Budapest magnates,rising from a sea
of He would have taken pleasure-in the
vivid sriki i
iver

trict.

Uncle Sam had no time for that. There was so
‘much t0 be done today, and at the stroke of six all
had to be

“Room fortyix!” ssid the i
clerk of the hotel. The elevator took Sam to the
second floor, while a belboy brought his suitcase
and showed hin the room.

:us.-.u.m s edging toa e d
detsiled exami
never mnvuihoxdmnn % ol g

ith 1 g belroom made e
Foptimat? which be hd ngaged by e
hebd wa mirbls the o lephone ok
ok, and te g e
thut the i ot b put ot fom th bk
Thee et matune wilh sy woukd here
very properly displeased old Sam and have caused
hin o subject ha ks o the e b e
is demands

an
covered by a thick heavy
" The doo coud sand opn without 1
‘being noticed from the living room.

The bedroom had no other
could bt reached only through the living room.
Th tested the electric light. The chandelier
in the lmu( room had four bulbs, wbl:h were con-
ol tary switeh and could be lighted

eatrance and

Hotel, evidently saisied by bis investgations,

€ did not now turn to the river promenade but

oy rpreme b icoton or seling and
the square.

"nm rmanos!" he asked the young

salstran, whn did not understand German and
looked t him in surpise.

you 1a Braanee et be el
peatedly, noticin the young mat
Tt the s Somamr, S Sos coid s
ooting o e anguia saver, b te gt

ediat
ling high plick i
lonunmly he did not carry Ememann apparatus
e could furnish

but that 2 number of other first
class
“But 1 need a camera with very great illumina-
Gonl” said Sam. “If possib T o wih the
oping 121 This he mancold st i,
ed his luck in several stores. Finally he
‘specialty wh obtained

Ermanoz, He also bought some
ultra-rapid plates, which he at once had placed in
the holders.

Arivag wsn n the ot b o st p te
lens commanded the fiving |

e Toom, in
the curtain was pushed aside a ltle,

Then b bseaeddown s and insruted the
porter 1o take to his living room visitors who asked
for Mr, Suchinow or Mes, Mertens.

“T have a little errand to do and shall be back

ly. Then can be patint for 2 short time and
‘it o me o the Sring o w4 crenly,
e parr sl dova the sanes, ot

Sk S e e

Onct ot he el o he ot retrs
et m, foom by way of the restaurant and the
back s o0 ll he hts o the ring
toom, darked the bedoom, and drew te curtay
Srosth doreay. Than 55 st dow i th drk

i 4 o

1t was shortly belore six et wiss
cahy smle n i webied . *Lbopethey
comebe thougt, vaig, o ld bt e
to put his hand in et and draw out a hal
e o only came to realiza-
o 25 he i s th ackofskin »
“Don't be foolish, Sam” he s2d to himself and lsid
the pipe down at a distance, in order not to be
tempted again.

Fikles patieace was given a hard test. For half
anbou e st the drk withou i i, ety
bored. the corr-

were Mrv«, he removed the one in the
reading lamp in the bedroom and screwed it into

the l_:hn!nrleher in place of the defective bulb,

. The doue of the g e apmnt.
“If you please, madam, will you
whnlt," ‘aid someone in Frenh. cwhmg mtlltd

lighted room, the bright walls of which 4;1.:,.3
the light. After he had measured the rosm
ing i, he turned of th Tight again nd I he

duth:hduv-h!:u suppressing 2 sneeze. T
e wers s, thea s enle sigh aad
B g o e sl g
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Fatber and Daughter
\AM cautiously peeped through the curtain.

“Good Lord " escaped him,fuckly not aloud.
‘The porter in Ublandstrasse had not sad to0 much.
This lady, dresed in the latest syle of close fiing

‘s cadnly o ety thmz.
Very black har, cut short but very thick and comb-
e straight back from her forehead, st off a white
sh face, the softness of which was shaply con-
trasted with the sensuous and rather pouting lips
and the perfectly formed neck, which suggested a
sim but vty saply e, She bd cromedher
Tegs, ant , which had slipped up.to ber
o, evaled -n.pdy esdr g ifon sk
ings, the lines of which quite confused od Sam's
heughs, O cous the dybleed el lone
10d adbured, snd be s gecig somerdat
ashamed of his unworthy position a5 2 spy.

Was it Nataka? She muuly e ook ke

e cam
Soored by the ticking of She ek, sd
step toward proof vias secured. Quickly s quiet-
Iy be changed the plte holder.

2
umgmmmm,ﬁmmm
ynﬁho!dmglh:mlmngulr

Samuel Finkle came near uttering a cry of
Suchinow, doubtless because of the uulmtnl
cased by the tlegram, was now speaking Fren
and i tongut, 5o that now -
v sl to wndrand eneying,

you goose”

O wat o ke el st Sen
o el vilh 3 i making 3 ey of el
a popular pi

o ‘it 1 i Mo, Mrtos, amp-

e o Mudy el tht 1 s i B
est, and the te e from Berlin
ght bave know that sometin was .1"
“That s ot why 1tk the mattsr o sy,
1§ you are in Berlin, s2id I to arein-
porant nd srdly vey unplesaat ressonl” With
3 smile the sim piquant creature added: “Besides,
my dear si, dids't you get caoght by the same
trek?”

the curtzin and awakened
his pipe. “A detective bas a hard tmel® be
Secied sorowaly, ekng 5p s ie o bare ¢
leasta “cold smoke”

Tioe puned, 10d i Idysemed o b geiog
impatient. Sam saw her take a paper from her
pocketbook and read . “Aba” b thought with 2
grin. “My telegrant”

iy open i
a cigarete, the ine blve clouds of which peneirated
in and a in Sam a pew desire for

| om may be sur that  houk nt ave crssd
T by chasce

bad business at
Lklbclr
wmmammr-ﬂhh

T tens, dancing a few shimmy steps. Then she took 3
small

comb fom ber pcketiok 04 clnly re
armanged ber ir befor the mirro

enow vt wped dovs j— ]
seemed to be undergoing some inner struggle, and
the most vivid anxiety .ppma on bis careworn
face

dy

tered e ey, .t ot gy

Iy, i fce gy doted wihgree. e sems
e b el murmured Su, senenber

ing i Iypl ofi m,ury

“Perhaps

of the wor
carridges have posons

Wb

“Nol—Besides, you are looking very poorty,
b ou ot 0 take ﬁlmgx e warlel
Mrs. Mert

Tl Su rubed s hands. "D she sy
father'?” The mystery was beginning to become

iy e nm...a o th vy comveraton s,

whih ok pace i
th

. apparently Russan, That was faal,
and he tried o read some mearing in the gestures
and acts of his guests,

Suchinow, for it was certainly he, hastly kissed
the lady on the forehead; he seeme to be in an ex-
tremely , and his voice sounded harsh
and even imperious. Mrs. Mertens twittered like a

swallow, pouted, and several times pointed her
ﬁ..,..nwnna Then they both spoke at the

ryiog o drown out the
s vt a1d ﬁully Mrs, Mertens held the
telegram

bef
“Now's the ot umgm umz Som, bavieg
his camera in readiness

w0 gl armed he s B i a.m
To be more cerain, be took a second pi

he moved the tripod aside, put!nhkptklﬂu

‘. Ilnn:[e which he did not  about besid

“Quit that sily talk; T have something to thiok
es my compleson. Have you still the
Tettersfor Korf?*
“T left them in Berln, lace”
vhom* e S caty.
‘With our former portr,
“Does the man know .
glance was threateningly s a;..,a«fy

pretty eyes.
“Nothing from me, anyway,” she answered snip-
“From whom else, then? Dosbiles the man has
betrayed something. « trustng
slly women.”
My dear father, l&dmaskmhmd I
you are st more polite, 1 shall
e and g Whtdolmabunlywr-hde
your mysterious

ol



3

Mea. Merteas, stll occupied at the mirror uatl
this momet, now executed an-elegaat turn o ber
beel, put her haads in the litle of her ciat,
and looked imperiously at

cisow pided p he lphors, )

Sk o the oo e Sng, e pitd
tempts to geta con

“The porter must kn \5‘
rooms,” be said, nnhln[ hll o ot m
fellow who has dred inrude in my af
go; there s nothing to be learned e

s-m waited & wlllg lm-n,

had gon
he erept out idiog place, put out
et e bt oy vy o he bk
stals and restaurant. Hs st visit was to
Ecaemann store, the work rooms of which were or-
tunately cot yet closed. They shook their heads
at Finkle's demaod, 0a
hat the three plates mustbe developed and pristed
this very night.
“The prints will sot even be dry in this short

time®
-nmm-m-hnn-a,wnnmu
hotel to-
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bt he wisly kepthem o himsel, oy betraing
mw-ﬂim.n‘k.

During the night Sam

hnnup H:Imlhldlypnllnim

it basily jumped out of bed and dressed himsel, On

the table was a great yellow envelope from the
Ememan sore,
“Thea there really wasst such 3 husry,” he

{hought, e . Sucisow o 0t i 10
have been here yet. But it is best 1o be readyl”
He opened th cavlpe sad made s esoyble
ad come ou

. examination of the pictures.

hey
well, sharply defined and luﬁmﬂy lighted. It
on him to find that

‘which he sbsolutely insisted, ~ Paper

i the labby.
“Clnlmnl)t P’-kk?'heﬂldhq

o egly, “he is

Rum-wiln,bte off by evasions, and
e Bl 1o cbls e roase it b ok

would ud‘
Sum breathed asier when he had let the store.
He bad dooe enough for today,and he was satisied
with s scees. In youthtlexberance b spread

g T immediatly inform kim of
your aival”
s o eapty
v :m’ Pty
“The shameless man| M’
S sy sl st some e He could
not deny himself the p|usuu of Invlu(l l.\llk re-

out his arms and Now.ywmnyulyn( w‘w long wait the previous day in the
careiee plessure, aow I can s youl”
He went muglxk up to Suchinow. “Mr. Sue
chinow?" saic
CHAPTER VIl o i
A Confestion “Yes, indeed !~ am Dr. Samuel Finkle,” said
e, by way of introducton. For a while the two
T s long after midight when old Sam e adversaies Iooked ixdly a each othr, Suchinow
turned to his hotel. ‘The portr, slecpy-eyed tied to hide his worry and exctemeat by a rough
and ylwnm[ bahmd his hnA, informed him  manner, whereas Sam shor oued himsell 2t socabe
ata who asked for  and notin-
e ol o e e, e g ;nym:lmmdf

who asked for Mra, Mertens, They had waited
b on tme. Late he geatienan had tome
sl s d b st on g Dr, i
octr had pitedau,howener, gt te Doc.
o ad gon ot shrtly s e and ad ot ok

returned.

Vlataly 1 s el by v s

ness afair” suid Sum, well pleased. “Ts the
eomiog aqain

1 beleve so™

“Very well, please inform me as so0n as be is
bee”

‘The porter doubtless had bis own ideas about the
business which had detained him after miduight,

“Shall we not st down?” asked fa po!.\lely “
think we have allkinds of thiogs to
“Our conve

fro s day wich canot
demaad aa explanation sc-

Swhmulsphquﬂyndshﬂpl,nd!hm
win s thratnig Bk n b ke %

2
3

your Ehlr_Thwp be it
T o o Bt o b =
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Shame ew sl
inow grew a
" ma";;:mrnemm “1 beg

Tl Sudinow” S nteropied i quiy
;Shall T send s ghotograh to r. Augst Korl
in Friedrchshafea

ot st o Ko et Sciso i o
With trembling haods he took the picture i
Sam held out to him. Then he sank with a groan
‘upon a chair and pressed his hands o hs temples,

waited quiely until Suchinow slowly raised

his head again. He was started by the pale face
and fevered ey,
“You spied on " he sid fee

that is in-

fam

"We ill sot g 1 o wheles o v o
famous o not, Sam politely, almost cor-
i g snd g (s
aning wheh oplions ay be very diferat
Anyway, Iknow just how matters saod!”

W ae o g o

s on you,sil”

s bt st
a0d:a ray o ope crossed hs

0ld Sam himself did not know what kept him
from crushing this man, who doublless had 3 theft

on bis conscience.

Sam was pleased with the frankness with which
touched on so delicate a theme.
“The correspondence with Korf doubtless was in-
tended to keep him from further investigatio, was
itnot?”
“This question I canot answer”

Skoryna, a close connetion
of mine, is g.mx..., e aachinc? Sam Lhmlgﬁt that
at these words he perceived unfeigned sorrow in
the expression of the Russian.

“How s your underaling s
"By the Transcosmos Stock ,
founder and chief stockholder of e o
‘maguate, Romano Vacarescu. But why
do you ask questions about things which are com-
mon talk in Bucharest?”
sein

1t i o coovent b me s pt et
ity rom you. Beddes? wid Sam

you probably wou birdly sawer ot gues

ko o vty b S ot
“What wil be the

insurance
dentity. 1 am Korfs
‘brother-in-law.” from which twenty thousand English pounds are
‘Suchiow sank back again, & picture of hopeless  payableif Skoryna's death i demonstrated or i the
despair. “How did you learn that I was conected rocket does not return within a year from the start.”
‘il Mrs, Merten?”he s oty “Payabie to whom?"

is sometting 1 do not know, Skoryas bas
on,” replied Sam. Then he added : “Mr. Suchinow, the disposal of this sum under seal in the

ot il o e o quesions o ne?t Bank”

“Go abead and askl” “And i the

“Do you pv: ‘me your word of honor that your

mockiog-

. Gy 7 word of hano sl lxnn(y g
o you

o1t i M. Suchiow aot vl but 2 men
who has been the prey of m- ‘o imsle
mbiion? wid mu= i the effect
of e wota, i

“Good!

askl’

o oy ok of B! st

AWordof Honor
MINKLE waited a whil,in order to arrange his
ideas. He coukd not conceal from himself the fact
thathe e th curewor bgrad s, by
nd doubtless talented, now witnessing the rui of
hopes and the complete failure of his life's work

‘when successseemed just at banc
 “Mrs. Mestens is your daughter?” be began the
inguiry.

B

e rocket retaras saely
“Then Vacarescu is pacticlly the sole owner of
the frst space ship comgany in the warld, The
oo the nepise woud gl s
“And you?
m and remain th tecnical head ofthe Trans-
cosmos Company?’
Ll Sam s, s with what b $ad

o o you formation, s Suchiow.
o et ‘make you a proposal, not unlike a
{ruc. | casnot promie o regard he entie af
as closed, but T am willng to efean from making
maters public o long 3s you do not intefere with

utely n

ot need to point ot

el duclihsteied i

e .nm..u, any intigues on your part. Never-
less, 1 ask for your word.”

ok word i wid Soctinow il For n

‘men gazed at each other. Then

ﬁ-kk bma sbg,hl.l’:nd withdrew. e had the

'mhmzhuuawmm
. who was aever my



»
feld, mnmwm- plane was just getting
for the flight to
m‘innnh{uh‘wwl\lbﬁmlﬂ
the Cali Victoria
CHAPTER VIl
Tha Drive Begins

5
E drive for money to constrct the Korf

space ship was stared, In sl the papers ap-
peard varm sppaly it by Dircto
Heyse, calling to mind the fate of the Grof Zep-
peln and addressed to_ the o’ it ol the

occasion of the meeting of the Society
of German Engineers, Heyse (who was a member
of e boud of g ol the oportay to

Iwbehllf of Korf's pro-

make

it lsiag it et yord
 Digle, the Grf Zepin, yir

spead orerthe whole exth et of Ger-

man spiit, technique, and German work,

o that utformesenemics rcogized hat this 1

tion was alive despte all suppression.

“And now the lofty music
resouad to the canopy of sta

g
s of Geran by sl
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mummuhmmam&
chinow rocket, which was everywhere the usual
okt inli

conversation. They were oo my
dentiy the space rocket ith Korf's space lhlp
adwmw pa— the tech-

i, since it was impossible
o ind e the sl i o the gt
all
Mg Kt e spekig of e prtlem o s
tial avigation and is solution.
‘O th platio sond the rodshoudee -
His

tween his fingers was rollng a piece of
calmly waited until the uorest n the hall was stilled.
‘Then he began:
“Ladies and gentlemen! The rocket of the Rus-
sim enioes Suckianw b shovs sasind a1
m the ream

e sthness it s,

the speaker,

- y
et it ninky o woiog ety

ago eminent physicsts busied
lbm!dvswﬂﬂsmoﬂuudwﬁuﬂdm»

afew

to swallow i
10 ane tin o be preen t 3. theriog,
in evening dress and starched shn, lmunu vs
speaker with enthusiasm, as he says, “We wi
il et of o brothers!” Bt it

hup of unsett 15, wishing some Meier
ot Huber (who found something missiag in the last
delvery) carried off to the place where pepper

o be sure,Heyses appea had notbee without
efect, But many a patrot of the drinking um.,
aly ovroving usiasm on oceasion,
felt eep n his heartand s
10 2y unkvoidbl hindranc o subcipion n
the shape of an unilled pocket
came in slowly and weakly, in very small
amounts, though all the larger newspapers had
come to the aid of the enterprise opening and pub
g Tty of e,
e, Kot was ot dcredfrom s
the i, ' hopd tht ks et
come in from somewhere. Cunnr.:llwr Heyse
mﬂzuly showed the Stuttgart detal how
gt constucion at L tance
st crm th da dcmand ‘Wb, g
et vhowereauof vk st ey

“The Gt aud implest prjcts ot st do
‘pended on seading a body from the earth at such
speed that, assing the fied of i o
ath it wokd st Tl bk gan g ot et
But this idea had to remain , except in
Pl o e Joe Veras tpe, a1 et

of not less than twelve kiometers
3 seond wold e to b o such i gt

reaursca endan sk accseation, e e
tnnslr\lcllun of such a giant cannon belongs in the
lm of fan

A sevicabe moans i rovided by the ocet,
however, whose effect depends on the recoil of
ploshn s Sowing g great orce through
fow exhaust pipes. The mation o the rocket isnot
ol by the ettt the s g ut puk
on theair; on the contrary, o bagmly
skl v of e e
is i the me o which codiions
dingly, the
ot picle dos 20t 10 act nsress ey
but on the other hand develops its greatest
iy right ter,sce i etance 1 earth
traction alone hinder the motion of the rocket”

and pay.  Promises were made to keep Korf's Appeal
icl i toall v Ko
the ce mIB ry ‘see what could
be dose._ Bt for the moment that was al. vhichbe cphined he opration and sostrcion
"The e o te pblc 1 sbseie was e ln of the spee rocket.
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“You see” he went on, it i perfctly posible to

system can
dmlwhhl-lh(llllmlbym

sometimes making useof the ied of gravity of the
n A we may righly be tht n 00

s e i chemich sy
earlier experiments showed that a certain
md”mnmmmmm
|m-qnﬁnm properly constructed
hyondtklimnltrmq. provided the

nlt.!hnxs)hn.nlmmmmdmh
of twelve kilometers a second.

distant 3
As Korf closd his remarks with 3 brief bow,
there was  moment of oppressive in
foor ook the stampiog of the ca
ad etk

to struggle so
mwummamamm-ﬂ

ind men o Germany, 1 thask you for

ing b pecdscesary ol pusin e

Imb,HI All help oat, so that the space ship

may not remaio 2 mere project. Help out, o that
b Me. Sucinom bt ben sl o ke e oy e e possession of our sorely tried
a satsfctory balance betwen these two possiil- county

coser to Dv. FINKLE, mesnubi, b

crew,indeed, that by this means the entire queston
of spatal svguion vas o he very ittt
proaching 3 stisfactory sol o
Wi Stdacon Kor oseved the imprsion
produced by his anouncement. He continued
speaking for shot 1o boor e Focealy he
tried to convince both the public and the scintists
of the practicabilty of his ideas and to stifl at the
mmyp-akaum»ymum-sm
callations, keepi ly

1 bave ‘my property to . am stand-
qm.u.,n Now it is your taral”
Silnce prevaled as Kol left the hall Yet in
mmuufquum

ready for action; understanding, vnnm\-
«e—mmmmumh‘

tion on his great task.

CHAPTER IX
Fiakie Investigates

remained several days
h‘u(nlﬂapﬁlndhdl-kl-:b
coveries about the Merte

T becme more d more mptrions o b bow
Kor bad ben atrcted o s woman and bad
been abl to think her a serious scientist. Even il
o bt ek o B luhlmmpn»

been i lad when b ok i ety ce-

" From Gormtn papr, whic Sem puhird be

of the commencement of the drive for funds
for Korf,_He also
ecture. With great inteest he followed the daly

“Ladies and gentlemen, | am draving my tlk to
e The i ik s i p ¢ e o

circling of the moon.
o wih e m:thme ety ol

s the ocapnt
e et g These ppearing

o e Lo bl st by the moce?
Wil it be wrecked on
‘were questions a
day ey i the peess amd Gl with e o8
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knlo(lnlly. ‘l'hvmeollk'lbulmm-
finity"vas

B
mmk,. lnliemunmﬂ'yyadn&wpwpl:

mw Sy on the Db o et i it
further in Bucharest. He had not yt seat any news

to
Finkle chose the roundabout

rman-

ut route via
stadt,inorder to ook around a bt in the Oltu Val-
, before honoring Mr. Vacarescu by &
Tn Calimasesti he et the sow train which thrice
daily snorted its way through the narrow valley
o B

it o it ut ot mor than 3
ly b ooked bout o s e

it ' the ‘gloomily majestic landscape, in which
there were o litle hills and slopes, the darkly
Souke Cuasans s sivly o the valley

and mouting up to
In Suidi he derived mmldmbh benefit from his
Cautiously

qnuﬁanld the dirty mountaineers, wrapped in
sheepekin n it of the heat, ke that of a belated
summer, They bad not yet recovered from the
terror caused by the thundering rocket. With e
deat borror they told fn a mixture of Rous
228 Hungarian shout the devifs work on th pl-
tean. The earth had ‘hellish glow
bad ‘mountains, and everyone had
thought it the end of the world.

3

Cainenii to Shtina, only here in the neighborbood
of the bewitched plateau. And it wasn't luy ordie
ary i, T wag made of G ey
a5 beefstew—s his math loe

2 Sun's ear and whispeed, i slled e Bt
gl

Sam remembered that Korf had once told him
the energy catridges were illed with powder, which
on exploding evolved an extremely evil smelling
gas. 1t was right; he had at the same time men-
tioned thit the rocket on startig let behind 3
stream of such supesheated combustion guses tha
it vasadvisl o it h makin i ome e
ot densely populated.

“Can one see the works at the Valeni monastery?”
he asked.

The old man uvsud ‘himself,

“For the sake of

o the al
ttned 0 i vp by by .
on the side of the mountain seemed oy
The cable line hung motionless and unused across

Jenged, Sam pased trough th gate and watched
the workers 3 while, As though in sport he picked.
up one of the empty steel cases which lay about,
Tooking somewhat like shrapael cases and contin-
g st B

r. Suckinow?” he suddenly asked
In snrvnst m orkmen, who bad hthrt urned

slnv.l)« sring ch slabe: Hechiaon
e 2 quesioning gestur
Suchinows” repeted one ot sk, “Soe
chinow Bucharest!” And he pointed to the south.
thout concerning themseives furthe about the
, they again returaed to ther work,

Sam climbed up to the plateat.
Tall massive concrete pilars rose n the air, en-
closing a deep circulir excavation in

burst i the space surround-

umasian ed by t

Utterly extausted, Sam reached Calimanestithat
evening. Fortiying himself with some cor bread
4 bk, ol b e o
since there was 5o e continued his
journey on the aight trai.
Tn Bucharest he had a ealseep before continuing
bis investigaton, which now was chiefy concerned
el the Taotoon Sck
ificult, by way of caa-
s questions at the ludmg barks, to fiad out
that Vacarescu had in his own ban
perceat of the entre capital st wining
forty percent having been taken over in equal
amounts by two Bucharest fnancial interests, the
Transsylvania Company, and the Bank of Rouma«
nia. Since Vacareseu first of ll had reckoned in
His expenditures in buldin the rocket and from the
remainiag ctul fnds b povded the e
3, the shres were e
st snicen prcet T xs te fokes shoukd
come to grief and Skoryna be killed
A sky s remarked Pl to e bed
clerk of the bank, who gave him this
"Veste sockhldars ik a grat dal he -
e aeed. “Dodhtess many would rdher sl e
St

"é’

low gt sy o
succeeds, then the stock wil i

“WellP"said Unele Sam. “How would it bef the
Transcostmos Company_encountered_competition
which would setle its fte, even f there were the

the newspapers with information about Korf's pro-
i
“The constructon of Korfs space ship has com-

frrJe—



Ed

menced. Don't you think that it can at least be very -
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injarious taking
‘while the bakerscanned the news with incrasing
very much, s, for your hiat. May

orinary reticence regarding this coming event”
The Financier
INKLE was also able to secure access to the

be some inerests fo common.
Thus b vy bot sy nderminedte e

“You spesk boldy, sisl” be said with 3 drawl,
making

m sccustomed to politeness!” said Sam calm-
1y, siting down.

“Who are you and what gives me the pleasare of
o vi? e et il [ do ot e ver-

M’nluumnyulﬂ. |.m,u»m
an uncon nventor”
Vaarcds s omered, and e sesced fr e

&mus:-muy. "you can have me thrown
out. But I assare you, very sooa you will be ask-

Company. ;ntnhmlm-dlhhvumr:yulm

shall not retom a
The fat fingers with the many rings slowly with-

“Well, then, what do you want?*
“ loa-.nhhudyhl‘m

Jriurkiraagn again destroyed. The reports

"Wmmcpuywldtmww?

Tesemed ot For whom do you
and more certin that the rocket was permanetly ~ desie the e, maybe?”
circling about the moon. Whether this was inten-  “For my brother-n-iaw, August Korl"
Iinalnrlmdwu:qmmmhlllm:nb Vacareses looked up quiekly, interested.
unmum«mm-m s driotaswr, - Tor the Swibi e

When Sara “.—of the space ship,” added Sam by way of

wntoe iy o e il palce o e Di
Vacarece'shome fn the natheest g whes
the vl of e ko B

-hm-mdungmnq.n. Do you

e s vl wih 3 i ot mnm
T sk A Ve e
h_f_ Tmmklmin dlnr'indhlnﬁ

'Il anknslmdmknhan
mmrnmaummm
lp-ndn’lhlllhlmd
..-um-. emely important for aster,
m.gulmgnkhy thhlmlhnml.
He then drew out 2 new
a few words on pencil. Alwldwﬂlm\k
servant reappeared.
'Hemlmmmxnmmum&‘

Transcosmos Company!”
"rur grumbled S “Gae day shll ot staod

in the
Thchm-[mS-:vnympﬂymlh
Calei and was at once admitted.
meﬁmtallkd&imstha
private ofice.
Mmuwmmmmmm
ot At st s e of s e

Wmdnmv-l"Vmuh‘nlma
turning aro
'annu.-mv'ms-ngm, He

ocklder of the Trscosacn Suce Sip Com-
e -m.-mhq.mm-n.uu»«

only mistaken speculation, pechaps, i the Trans-
cosmos Company.”

“You seem very daring, sir, If you seriously
wish to saggest that | again take part io such an

undertaking, please do ot waste your time any
“Youare There s no question of your
ghisgpu, Twas merdy 2o, i cndiiona
dueonly at th endof five years. We can come
o g epetio te
“Is this why you came from Friedrichshalen to
Bucharest?” Vacarescu seemed amused.

“You might have saved yoorself the expense.”
“We shall see. First let me give you some ad-
viee, It would be you to buy up
‘percent of the Transcosmos Upriec
|xm¢bﬂ‘hnds

il et smﬂﬂl“y. St the Im
rocket will result absolutely satisfactorly, isa't i

w0
0o tecone, L skl oo g

acaresca sowly locked vp from the desk, his
nose trembling strangely. With boundless
amadement he gazed at man dared con-
froat the oil magnate Romano Vacarescu in such
avay.

Sid Finkle, whil the twtching at the cornes o i
he added, noticing that Vacarescu was

again reaching for the bell. “My mind is perfectly
clear, a0d | know exactly what | am sayiog.”
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For or Against Korf?
THE Roamasin dmm-d vty on
uable. “You my patience to

et 10Tt Tt o 1 & cly ecace e Tee
eally eager to know how you intend to make this
tissue of absurdity at all plausible”

“Patience brings its reward, says an od German
provsb,the accuray of wich you will t once per-

eak (0 the poiat,if 1 may askl”
Al rghtt 6 the st cone 0 g s the

iomnc for S oot
of the Trascounos Coapany wil be 3 reduced
Vi he shares ca be valued at sot more than six-
teen percent”
Yo have exact information

o e you lose about

ity ow porcnt o yur v
‘would not b turned asid.

“Surdly] For tody you can gt the shares of

the other investors for not more than seventy per-

cent of par; f you proceed careully, they wil be

sitary chance to save Skoryna aad to with-
An' ibont o o o e, Lo b
the guestion: with or Kol
lmydek-:smm:mlymmﬂ\lsh
cuss ths decision with General Digestor sm.m.
231 strongly recommend, please give M. Suckioow
this package. He will surely give you the right
adviee, 1 shall wait until tomorrow evening o
news of your decison a5 10 the main
furthr detils ae entiely subordia
“Goodebye, st
m departed, and when the outside door bad
closed behind him, he laughed so loudly that the
ound bk 1 t....

sige ad the Bt phnhgupl o Socino,
four

on the back of
words:
“For of against Korf2"

CHAPTER X
The Call from the Skdes

chaper Thrdy he averae cost of your toul
investmeat W from ane bundred per- R, NIELSON, the aged observer o the Lick
cent to about th!y ﬂ:ht" Observatory, had pointed the telescope ex-
“Correct! What then sy o o b e it
“Now, assuming that the rocket is il safe and o sght e o the eypoce and dd st et
Skoryna alive, you can 5o manage by liquidation _the space ship escape is vision.
of the company i
“But man!” cried Vacarescu impatiently. “In ol investigator had wm him into 2 strange
ﬁm case I have no idea of xiquamgr state of mind. However perfectly he could follow
cetain cicumstances you will have to  With bis own eyesthe rocket st ight, however ex-

e s 4 e, Vs Bkt et
for s momt. 1 st Skoryma is alive and
you follow my aic, you wilnt e ey
How, you - dnnhllus aware of the course of the

date Tnal probabily it il lfuy on
vl oo the moos meif
Light my gt s o o ek bt

ed Vacaresca.

sely Bl 5 ptk oo te s o e -
struction figures w had n

Tihed, b nevesheles ﬂmp!y uuld st bleve that
s plceon e

self every night that the rocket
course without deviation, it had

e by Ko
m-: ummw mp.ymxucm.wu

e was sint o oo tin, whle Sem
comortzbly blew thick clouds of smoke into the

ai,
“Thn Lam to ik ot auts 0 sye my

previous investment—you really mean that?”
Yo have wndersiood me pee iy Beside,

et he atentive ancis the eprts of Koy

ty
about the moon up there in space, separated from
i low bogs, ot of e of say swmmrenin
tion, must
On the fourth day aiter the start,the tiny dot of
light appeared at the distance of a few diame
the moon northwest of the now fully ilu
disk. Thenitseemed t approsch nearer il
o the moon, touching the disk,and then dis
ing. "Some sty mivtes o ¢ appared sgan
at the southeast edge, made a very narrow loop,
and again entered. the disk at the southern end.
he d was now

Dot you ik be sl ook s b
hich your company must su
rendes
e dout you consider? cied Vacwrsa in
excitement, “that you are asking me to fimance my
ot Smgeres inl—sumsing t ol s is
rech—od to st i

bt vy
el whthr Yot 416 vnllmz o cavlog 1 e

passing in front of thedisk
S s pocler wes repeated at equal inter-
assumption was that the rocket was circl
{ag sbovt he monn a2 el
ct measurements gave an orbital time of three
‘hours and six minutes, with a distance of two thov-
sand five hundred Kilometers from the centre of the
moon. The mon, therore had scyired 3 thy
satelit of its own in the shape of the rocket w!
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was fraveling just eight hunidred kilometers above wammumd&mu

it surface. mmmﬁm\nlkfdu

‘Not the alightestirregularity in the motion indi-  Silent o Shocked, tc tmo o ked t e

cated that human hands wer ivlvedandthatthe_papr . the momestous ot and dhes. They
 eods wese o

capable o be helplessly like
sae o o of the tiny atercids, Sed hdp—h

Weeks pas orbitof the rocket remained Wb was to hely him out there in the void?
cncanged, i Nt thought it impossbl that 10 few momeats th radio transmiter was busy.
a heart should be beating and a brain thinking up _Skoryna's ery weat around the earth and roused
there in that tiny fragment of e arth e ey " he bt o of mankind.

fore all the more staried by & new and unex- :

pected observaton. CHAPTER XI

In the fifth week after the start, when the moon Near Despair
had again become full the shadow of the arth came
0o o th moon that therocket, thongh ot the 7| VL Snsuton work st Lake Constance
moon itself, entered the shadow and dissppeared. Rt b S, ool ekl

 Mr. Nilson was jus going to leave the observa- e lake and

im lace snc the rodet would be Gl o e ey 1 224 B sl the pepuing of

some time, when he saw—was he mistaken or was 4. !1,,1,, ‘isin from the shore offered 2 good nat-
r!mhfy’-l weak, scarcely wmﬂ!h‘e ('mw". ural foundation for the starting track. Massive
ot glow. In truth, the  girders were erected in the depresions, the iregu-
minated Vit sunlight. larities of the ridges were leveled of, and the nat-

Tn excitemeat Nieson adjsted the telescope 10 ural and atifia supports so obained were joed
the reatest enlrgement. There could be no doubt! by great iron ai
The space ship wasarifclly lighted from withio, Thus resulted an sbsoutely st ey,

The light went out, shone again, fickered, aad twelve metes wide and almost

again weat out. it
*Good Heveas The man s st ative, sl alive, the fte sy g, rose, end-
an.mmmmmmm ing like a spring-board at the highest point of the

o percent.
“nemxeme;lunanwr;mmsu, ‘Daily Kor inspected the work for hours,
2t ofher sl e v, He bad tests of the soldity of the foundation and investi-
pale and was trembling with excit gating the quality of the concret in i
“Yes,sir,but the light s not lkudy. h s cov - Thenthe consiracion bad o it whl, il
sty vichedontodof. Whatis that?Short— _enough funds had agin come in to procure mate-

3z

short—ong—short-! - Nichon, it st pay the workmen. There was constant
the Morse code. s a message from space. Here - worry, until the day came which was to rid Korf
it s again: short—short—long—short—long! Sir, of his cares.

is the international Morse call-signal” It was already well along in October,

‘He actually shouted it. “The mist came up from the lake, settling heavily
Nilson lutched his hme,umm e would on il clng elrht o e ot
quiet his wild heartbeat,

“Wait, si—lor Heave's ik be gk gt
s 8 nly cbieory i il gt e il ot The saner el of 1 sy
from the xluts, hlm! Took, sir are young-
= tan yous! Agea th el npul Now wats
ol Ao s syt it 7 Short sho

i

JeCout

n dis
Tty the nld menhn nnm the dots and dash-

‘es with trem! e assistant saok  the last summer guests who sought to refresh them-

L, deathly pal-, horifed, selves at Lake Constance. Senke Iay over theltle

'Whatixilr'mtd)rl the win-
ly the asistant stammered: “S-0-S1"

st
’(kuk Heavens! The intemational callfor help!  rooms,

in distress!"
£05, 505, S0 cied the s of Tt
from space, from a0 iniite and wnatainabl dis- .

tance.
For & qurter o an bt he call was repetel.
Then the dot of ight by the moon west out. The
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Gnal farewell of the light and warmth of summer.

Peasively Korf_ looked out into the distance.
There could now be no more delay. The solitary
man up there was cliging with his last power toa
straw: send help!

Bt who yas 0 bl b st et el
of xnn poss gv o(

mad iy o Kort, 1t ws sy be
e of ey, b wrshed miny, o
helpess belore his half<omplted constuction.

An re in space a tortured, agonized hur
being was callng for him~—for hinl He alone
could help! The ship would have ben fnished long
g i s clra ncil Gl bad ot

ey

e bucin of his Ibratory cam o bis min,
!lwu slnnn chance, a triflng spark which pro-
duced. lhe had set him back many
e woreand ow the despatiog wrekch

out in the limitless distance must suffer for it.
Ul becond od s mese! (ke

recei
Korf felt responsibl for the unfortunate person.

One. ed at his conscience. Had it ofa

reproach gnavw
bmnmhdmmbmnmmenl
offcred him, out of vain nationa pride?

£l

i Ttk came -

ssly, his overcuat fapping
is band, and pipestems :urhnr
y, it is Uncle Sam himsel, in the best of
bealth!” cried Korf joyfully, hurrying to meet him,
You e, o d't s b e e

d uacle any morel”

i bt b \-wlgndy i ol
Jout the e, e it you

sty
Cume to i sou? 1 did not have  ghost of
an idea that you were in Munich.”
“Why, didn'tyou get my telegram?”
idea came to Korf, He fished from his overs
o pe:kex the telegram, which he had entirely

“l r::aind it all right, uncle,” he said in embar-
rassment, “but T haven' read it ye. 1 stallatonce
lo s0."

“That is not necessary now, Gus,” laughed Sam.
“We do not need to communicate in writing at
present”

“But how in the world do you happen to be right
here, Uncle Sam, and why dido't you write for
weeks?”

“You lnﬂlumuu'ythng. just arrived at
the Oberwiesen Aummajmhuph-. Thatis
htb:l!nlhntnvdlmgm torture chambers

aut? - Are not al nations alke belore eter-
nal infinity?
But there was no time now for reflecton. Action
s ey s contrcionbd b e sl
bl leted, bel

your t made you
apen your eyest Didar 1 tell you that old Sam
bad many acquaintances and would look about &
lite for you?”

Toaked srﬁously st s brothrinaw,

s m
oner mml.\d d;sptlmhu:u: and lose his mmﬂ.P

Kort looked at

1f he hunl»d, h: mll‘d still catch the Munich
express. He had to see the representative of the
central gmmmmlm, e by chance visiting the
ient, to impres im the ne-
ssity of getting more money as quickly as pose
bl H hurie 10 iy b 0 change s cths
On the desk was a telegram which he heedlessly
put n his pocket. Tt might perhaps delay him, and
time was now all important,

On the train Korf became calmer.
forting influence of speedy travel did not fail to
have o el on bim. He  carellly considered

The com-

el vould o be st to e

Since he could

not count o finding lht nﬁ(ul ln his office before
o gcock, there was nothin to do bat wit.

He was just walking toward the calre of the

city and considering whether he should not have
by i he v, when someone betind

Helol Helo?

lnmzunn is for me todsy, unclel’ How dd you
manage it?”

“Gus, 1 will confess that T am terribly hungry.
Ist i st o do our tlking in the Franziskaner
calé?

“And your companion?”

“The two gentlemen went to the Excelsior, Te
morrow you shall see them in Fredrichshaten,
Come on Ges femad marht Tkl s
1y pleased o have 2 glass of extra dark and

v, 1y et e yor a0
‘more questions but hurry
Korf Parts with the Past
ITH some diffculty they found seats in the
great bl of the Franziskaner. Sam would

sodaat ngdn‘snh!m&—lhn‘hkﬂ.ﬂ the
Franziskaner in Munich—what more could the
bt s e i, henthe i gases

“You went : hl
-n..aarmmmum,mam-m

bim  were placed on the
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Gangul dSum e towirkon bis s

Wi verted the worst daager of death
i arvation, b aaly conteted to e e
nected story. He gave the fullet account of his

e et -wsx regardiog the eriminl investigations
ofbis

Ko It with growing amazement.

#“And the Transcosmos Company now wants to
foance me?”

“Certainly! Vacarescu ntends 0 open
40 1 i of iy B g

sand English
bas it hvmkll o the pracicn
biliy of yous
o be v b i o ol
tomorrow and he i bringiog as an cx-
et i tkaical Seeclr, i seed
engineer Suchinow. Are you afraid of
imperilling your et by this?”
atall Bot I should ot ke

your it s
Tha s s o m=
Company.

Transcosmos -
e oo o By il
form some comgany or ather,
which will then take over and amortise your debs
This mortgage cannot be foredosed for fve years

"“But el e, Unce Sam, why does Vacirescu
help a rival like me to get started? He must have
some interest in the matter

rainly ! tmpv.\u two condiios, to which
you can presumably agree. One condiion is that
you pledge yamsdl 1o devote your first ip exch-
sinely to the saing of the rocket”

s cate 1 bl do dhat, 8 qickly s pos-

u know the latest
1 how ot of news, but heher the very
latest i included.




“HE SHOT INTO INFINITY

“The rocket has seat light-siguals to the
llngfor helpl” Inlkv-md\hewwdﬁnrr
message.

iow things are
ivet”

“And Vacarescu's second conditon?”

Sam became embarrassed and trid to evade the
ssue.

“Itis only a tif, though rathe remarkable: you
are simply to forget somethibg, acting as though
it had never had anything to do with your life,
sying ot more st 1, presening s
lute silence pn the subject!

“What s this it

“Lessan i than a‘she’; well, [ mean Natalka.”

Tn surprise Korf remained silent, while Sam un-
easily moved back and forth an his chai and took
another drink of beer,

“Unele Sam, you know more than you have told
meP” said Korfin  mildly seproachiul tone.

Sam blew bis nose, to gaa time to think. “See
bere, Gus, this Natalka is certainly worth no more
of your thoughts than this: puttng her in a box,

putt
g the cove carcilly, okiog  snd thea k- L

ing the key. At present she is appearing at the

Orpheum in Budapest, daocing through Fe vit

s caralir—snd August Kod i erent to
e s o 0¢ 2t et o, G

A o ot shou M 1. Ve i e
ing me, wncle;

S:mrmkm\olhupdmlh:whnmm
ing Natalla's lzttus.

Sesteret Sewio o sy o thse et o
ot s depoied um. i Bati s
7ot to have to think of yo
o010k S, Thie 703 nm frelie

once.Just throw them in the stove.”

He ordered another glass of beer and silently
watched as Korf tore up Natalka's lettrs, ne after
another, and burned them in the ash tray.

S0 be it Kl spprssed bl mton, “Out
there in empty space, at 4 tremendous distar

uman bein i teugelng fo Te in the most hor-
sl posion b wh
sed. I ca

o petation. il 7 o i my {eig o Nav
talka, in order o save Slwry

You s 3 iod an, Gl it Sam, much
“Then tinking he had one more (g
it sitr s brought you nmelhlnl else.
Ttis Natalka's ftest picture, as a reminder of
great folly”

Helnde K e Buisgst shotogrgh,how
muuummmmmm
examined it |Iy l»d en

took the
Yandod vk 1o Sum with 8 e of uppint

meat
“There certainly is 2 strking resemblance, bot
this woman is not Natalka”

CHAPTER XII
The Mountin Approaches Mabomet
ORF returned alone to Friedrichshafen. Sam
ikt condc s ko psts o Lake
tance aad therefore spent the ight in

Muich,

Monotonously the express thundered through the
st Kot bad sl down n 3 comer of an
empty section and was balancing up the events of
the day. He wasina paxiuon tobe satised. Even
official’s the necessiy of quick action had
been seen, and speedy provision of money was i
sight, Probably there would also be more money
coming in from the public drive for funds. This
g drama in space and this 2 the

al
Hes mit cartinly s the e of ankind,

Korf opened the window and let the cool night
breeze blow on his brow. "Hold out, onely one up

el be el “Holdou ad d no de-
el Lan coing!”

‘Then he (hnug)ll thakfuly of good od Sam. The

withered bony

which Ki

what was the meaning of the picture,
had belevd o rerescot Natala? Alierte ot
ing out of this error Sam had remaioed in impeae-
trable sleace. There was more to
from him. Who was Natalka, and what had she
10 do with Vacarescy, who joined 5o strange 2 con-
dition with his loaa? Would the vel which sy over
mmh ever be ffted, now that Korf had promised
to preserve abslue leace on the subjectand et
hu sk o frptulness

ly he would keep i rd to say nothing

[

awakened his recolection and excted his intrest

by the mystery which surrounded her.
Involuntarily he thought of the story of the treas-

ure digger who was forbidden to think of a rhino-

ince, 3. ceros while digging. In his whole ffe he had never

been concerned with a hinoceros, but now he could
Dot gt the subject outof his mind, and the treasure
remained undiscover
With s b it Korf resisted the tendency to
meditate thus. 1t was time for acton, the worl
s waiog e e ok Tl s sqender
his en
The lnlluwm[ mnmm' an automobie drew up
before his laboratory, and three gentlemen got out.
Sam introduced Korf to the foreigners. For a mo-
ment the two rivals, Korf and Suchinow, looked
ﬁudly ¢ ech athes; then St boveed b
e Rusdanbad e s conduct,
a w\mnhﬂ ey ws soacmet am;\
id not escape Sam.
T e e e
box, an unobtrusive way of avoiding shaking.
hands.




hindered constrction. Still 1 think you can

st ot ol el wqu l-ﬁumlw

the plans and
e
‘the gasifcation and combustion of the liquid fuel
B domosrated e el et b sl ode

P Sucivow trushted the separate sentences for

a0d smoked.  He had aready done bis part.
Now thatou

3 quantity o fuel nd energy nits

mnqmlly
{hat the ale passage of the it of the cakls at.
is beyond question.”

i e peristes
tence, air, pressure, heat, and even weight?”
e e sostit 8 duit-lno. Uuk Sam!
Ll ke along a bit of

g that pertias to fife, nludm(, of course, o

appesr
coning the u.ldnknmnmwlnu['.h:un
of liguid fuel” said

mrymmnumumu.mlum

acceleration s possible,in view o
the s ofthe cro. 1t v be il e
hydrogen energy to_ produce the slight starting
speed. For that a substance with 2 greater

ey, hih e the kud s e mor o

cient, because it hastens the penetration of the
‘dense lower layers of air. 1t s nly advisable to let
the hy rocket begin 1o function whe its

energy really comes toits highest eficiency, that is
oy iooky oo §

blm) You
nntmol\h-mnuwkmnpdr
’WI-H” Suchinow took a hand in the conversa-
. “You itend tolnd onthemacn?”

iaves-

“Not osly on the moon but also during the trip
sirl”

space,
Tttt 3 e ey P aidthe Russin e
tically. He regarded the scheme as
anllhtﬂhﬂdltﬁnhabu‘llmﬂt
‘wall, entirely finished in rubber and provided with
anaitight do.

m)mw-hlmhmwe’u

"By-!in[niu\ly'iudhtll. suited to the

mlbvwmmmhm'h‘";‘:*ﬂr

o ke saply s Sockaom. T very
ecenty T though my dymamic cartridge the best
tion of the starting problem’

Thn bit his Tips 5o hard that a drop of
B e e

summoning up all bis sel<ontrol:
“And now?" .
“Now I am sot disposed to use solid explosives
in any form. 1 have decided to use alcohol to run
i lovs iy ke

*Auxiliary rocket

“Yes. qumeslvabmn:‘ylam'll

of air. 1 am gong to pump the air from this room,
‘whic ety amounts s shng more tha 8 b
oratory flask on a large scale, 50 tha

will be like airless and pressureless space.
With great excitement the visiors watched Kort
take from a drawer a bundle, which he opened up.
“This is a suit made of rubberized leather, Fike

produced constant pres-
sure of one atmosphere, regardless of the exteral

“Perhaps one of you would be o ind as o put
o the suit. Usdortunatel, | cansot be the sbject



THE SHOT INTO INFINITY

of the experiment, since ! Bave to manage the ex-

importaat functon,
s

Uncle Sam surveyed helmet.
which screwed on, but at once drew back when

ed encouragiogly to kim. He was glad the

1o leave it to the Rossia o b the subjectof the

sligped into the costume and

the proceedings could They
dndyhrmdmrxhd!mdudn-buwhh

Kot switched on.
Tbepnnphpnmwk ‘The candle fickered
and went out. The bell seemed to sound fanter and
mw.wuxchmhmumh; Kort
kot of e pump.
“Now, except for weight and heat, the same con
i chamber s e Yet M.
Suchinor, with whom we
pl!!uLuﬂxiliykdsl“r‘lll"
Sam looked through the window and laughed

nh(hd(ndkmh.mnwﬂsmupud
down, jumping in the air, shadow-boxing a fitle, solar
120 ool dout shoa s beag il o
session o its powers.

Kot opene o it vlve. The i reshed o
the chamber, the bell sounded agin, and the fan-
e S resumed s orel e
‘congratuate youl” said Suchinow, when he
hdmmnldlikml. “Itis very probably possible

in this

to save the

communicate 38 Korf

wings can supgort itself
plane—frstof all n the thin uppermost layer. 1t
will st almost paraliel o the sarface of the art,

& and come down in 3 gentle glide to any
:::ipa-tuunb.llﬂ:mny,mnmn(

Rorfs Purpose
PACARESCU hiad unil now remainéd slentand

wnderstood
suffciently fueatly:
o is the final purpose of your iavea-

e bl purpse snwerd Kot with s
ing e "A my ol s Litnd o texdr
the inexbaustibe beat energy of the sun serviceable
o malind, o ovt in s, the Tt of the
mamw.mmeMnm‘-u
possible the concentration

who was talking eagerly with
Onﬁelndmgphehythzhklhmmﬂd
activity, From 3 distance they could har th eon-
mnus. Little tipearts rolled up to the sep-
arate points of and poured their moist.
contents into the forms. Most of the supports of

necessary to provide & e
way. My rocket does st rise vertially but goes
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1, il the sy .l.pu..e. Onebundred

e for an airplane, is nat-
unlly e o e ship wi the s
sions of a Zeppelin”

Above the lower part of the runway the iron
framework of the mighty space ship hangar was
sy e, s 0 gt Zepen shle
but much wider, i view of the projectng wings.

A Tt i wa 3 b e of 4 s ip
itsell i

in various the warks and in
had not even been
of ek of il
i another seris of questions, pa

of which Km-l answered emwdy or not at lﬂ,
‘when they concerned things which he thought he

' space ship removed all donbt
stothe pmmbnlhy of the plans made.

Livesyou il o ti cad, D K b

Nevertheless Suchinow was  was

that the e hip wis shesdy cose to cmple
n by ol onaay. Keet woud o paat
Himsll aa resh, 8 long 4 h kmcw i Shoryan
was in danger,
For almost five monts the rocket had been cir-
cling about the moon, unchanged ia its orbit. The

horrible fate of the pioncer of spatial navigation
Kept the world excited.

Was he still alive? Asking this

cquileat to ans:umg itin
Ko &4 ot gie up b

o more ightaigal fom the rocket b ben

uestion was
e wegive. Yot

Ccremely uncetin, snd the world wated i
patienly for Korfs rescue expedition.
O1d Sam, who had for the time being suppressed

“Regarding business matters,” said the - his wanderlust and rented furnished rooms near the
i Sesiguers were aking 1St girport, where he hoped to revive sgain his fo

o discussthings with my repmmulm. WhOSE  medical practie, could not entirely hide his nega-

ing the question of spatal naviga-

1 socry eactos 1 pover o 5l B
ters”

With a cool ceremonial bow Vacarescu and
Suchinow entered the automobile and drove off
without tursin sround,
o et Uscle Sam, whe the car fad
ppcared, “you are splendid] T simply wonder
lhn this green-dotted Russian did not burst with
‘must have seen that imply pack
.... s e et when o gt i
at this Vacarescu will really
v moneys s K, gty woried
“Gs,just et od Sam ook out for such detals.
Do you think I have been lnvtll\n' around for
'eds. 1o let the  man escape in the Iu( ‘minute?

on M. Vacarescu

PART Il
CHAPTER X1
Ready to Start

ONTHS had passed. An unusually severe
bt dry winter had favored the work at
Lake Constance. Even though Korf made
the umwelcome discovery, while the work was going
on, that he had consderably underestimated the
cost, sufficent means were now coming in throu
icrpions, which slong with Vcasee' Joun
climinated all fnancial worries. The appeal fr
the skies had had its effect, The state also was
s gtng ek ihtcos o e work by provid-
ing men vl aut of emp!ny...m the state
fti nkmg ar f thet oy
¥ Sy ati. Beng temporarily
et o pion s chief eagineer at the
Victoria Alrpo eoe i e od
strength to the pabodghe ol
tiring zeal and his arrangements on & mnd saale

H

tive view regarding the
tion.  Neverthelss, he helped. aut, so
could, in speeding up the work and the preparatons
For him the work was no longer a debatable inci-
dent of technical progress; it was the ffe work of
N bothriniav, Besies th, he ety
noble humane purpose to fulfll, to which
yhnlusaphml mnm segarding timeliness and
necessity had to
en Korf thn o callc the crew of the ship
and sent Sam an offcial invitation to make the trip
as ship's doctor, the old m!mnpol\(e had a hard
problem to solve. It was certa
which made him hesitate in sion; it was
rather 2 drawing back before 'y frantion -
mensity of the enterprise the hesitancy of 2 prowd
and modest character at the threshold of promi-

Korf knew Bow to clear up bis doubs.

“Uncle Sam,” s2id he one evening, when they
e siting together bees the siore i Finke
abode, “do you remember that splendid summer
eseaing on the lake, shortly after your return, when
you greeted the sunfit Zugspitze and were 50 hpapy
1o see your old home again?”

“Certanly, the evening was too beautifal for me
to forget it ever.”

“Do you recall that you spoke of an insigaificant
human being who rashly wishes to feave mother
acth ad of & breah which can exticpush s
person out there in spa

Kort b such  worried a ok that Sam cold
oot bl g

‘Auother reason for me to remain quiely on
ied, with a face which tried to be
enough for on of us to be lost?”

Korl looked up in surpri some time Sam
enjoyed his brother-in-aw's amazement and then
added:

“0 understand all right, Gus. 1 you are putting
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 well, for Heaven's sake

i

veatu
thanlm[wwﬁm‘ “No smoking”
e coming sk, U Sem?” el

Kallpyh“y,m

umﬁormm&m pulling s
ok vy T e vk vt o ter ar
bara's for & glass of bee, to think over the new
state of affairs.
The last ek b the st pascd aidy
Frst of al, the crew had to be trained

ment regarding physical powers
lNlmmd.thuHubeMmAy
sure—consructed 3 tsting apparatus fike 3 merry-
goround, on which the candidates were revoved at
high speed in a circular path. In this case centrif-

ugal force exerted a pressure on the occupants of M
sesry-go-round, which could be increased at it

the m
v hered i el o thoe gt

us Korl bad seected 2 usell lte group of
mme-nudvmhn,nllvmom
leared to know and to value as skillil and de-
Mdunn‘humdmnhm

m.a...mmmm.-mm

I be remarked radiantly to
e was taking only unmarried
s marying i fne thin, € somcone e

dm, it
eres (o true conradeship, Mr. Bergerl” re-
.,uxm He knew that he could rely on this

" The acen was edfrthethid of ebraary.

Days beforchand the starting place was coatin-  they

ol suoended by more phoogrghers, gt
curious persons, vl

through the fence and tried to

e e Bt the guards )

ot
Korf could po longer keep away from interview-

s museed o fod b cvy-

offered o receive these people and to satsly them
Korfs behalf, As a matter o fact, many news-

the watch  Korf
er none 00 gently from
i

incredible hours, until Sam  panied

papers published the yarns which Sam Gictated to
the journalists who wanted 2 sensation.

swhom he had  After

of mother earth, of of aic and heat,
of the realm of m
Wt would the It b bing? Vi

or destruction? Would they ever again
nuummlmmm-dndumm
and sense the charm
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illunlndmbd(hku(hybyd:mrm

the mighty space ship. 1t conssted of
.m&mhmmpammmnm,
a bl with windows all aroun
m:-:uddmu-nww(hudnmu
black, longitudinally, and half brightly polished)
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iary rocket between

extent.

ngs and becoming an im-

ﬂl!upl'.lnlmw.m“

Olllhrp-lnlﬂl:lwndmn

m&m-vdh(mhhml(m the breeze.
“The onlookers.

became silent. This then was the Yo

inspiration and
man ability—would they conquer the might of the
earth and the sua?

Korf ed his guests ito the interio of the for-
ward section of the ship by way of a gangplank
which s qukdy e ap. Thepoig o the

led to

the stabilziog wi i
In-hdu:lyuuubnmnk-mhhnﬂ

H
44

i
538
F4FE
H

s
e
Exk
EEEr
File

i
i

‘ward, nobody has anything to do i the passages”
Lus Momens

an elevator,

'nunmbu, the engineer explained, “is the
one and ooy eatrance to the gats of the ship which
sl Ts oo peumtc docr e
possible dariog the fight leaving the ship in this
‘maaner: first coming into the chamber through the
inner door, then closing this door and opeaing the
outide . Ths,dtin e catecing nd kv vall

Il mwammmuummuau
15t gt renblg a fcm il e
the round walls being equipped by strong glass
win
“Here is where the ship is controled. The mal-
oty of pprts whichyou e ko 0 he
strong springs, [

wnaly it i mm»mmmmmm-w-
‘space suit._The absence of presure in space
would at once kil 3 man.”

‘Theough this chamber the guests reached a cir-
cala room illaminated with electric ligh, a sort of
vestbule or hallway.

’I‘bulllhetumu(lhzlmu‘pnnlm
ship” continued Korf,in the course of his explana-

ime
b e v o e measuring devi
fome g, th rsahe of wbich e egoteed
by electric currents, A gyroscopic system, in place
of the compass which is of 10 use here, shows the
‘momentary position of the ship and its changes in
direction. Three pressure springs, corresponding
to the three coordinates of space, reproduce the
compoocats o sskaion hih rs vl i
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distance travelled at any time. o ot
consetd with te masometrs, bylromeers,1nd
exteior aneroid barometers (al of which are
b i e sk varom poas), gie  com e
plete and easily observable picture of the entire
ammhwmAwwxmm
The equipment for mavigaion is
and astronomical nstruments

optial prishe. gt}

to mankind
Other -mrﬁ- Il{ﬂpllhﬂwuhipwﬂliuﬂiyﬁtn

m-mmu.ummm tny
of full champagae glases asd quickly disappeared
again into the door. Korf raised his glass, and bis
words rang ot loudy sad claly over the wide

‘wings, the stabiizrs, th :w-nndnmmuh:r
e, With gt oo the ek may

'mmmwlinmummhm o

"Asm(hqm. three-headed
mdk\e‘ Dante across. i.h. abyss of lhll,
froidir the ship,
un{.nk}ymlbtabymnﬂm
shi!
-r.u-e.m.p.-

was pist the

1 must mukm'nh'!lle

‘ship. W(hlveanlylvmly
ey eeied th requst sy ver uavillgly.
many unasswered questions An

lmlyhmlnnnkn;u
overw St A s of 3
mmxmnmm,m
m thunderous applause followed the
ship.

" though ied by spct bands,te ey e
iquely pward in s mad course.

verery
ssond o dly in s wll e he coume o

e dip s ot of o day the rac o e
sider ths

rocket. 1 beg of you to cons
Whea on the gangplank,
there. enthusiasm. Vainly
he tried o quiet the erowd; it was absolatly im-
ible. He gave up the ideaof a speech and took

of honor with hearty hand-
“Gentlemen,” be said simply, “please transwit



though the work of humaa
its luminous path across the

eveaing sky.
‘The stating place sask iato darkness. In the
hlrlmn\luq:ushpmhnn‘lhy.
eady too remote to il
e ghoy relcton m wam e e,
As yet two minutes had oo “The G-
o s samed ot el poing i &
wing dot. Then the trail of fre blazed out

anew,
Councillr Heyse looked at his watch.
“Ninety-<ight seconds!” he said to his neighbor.
ot bas o cast o the burned ot suiay
e e L
"Abou bow 4 1t i
“There m,,m hz ninety o iy biwem

. oo Lake

thousind
peak
of the Himlyss cansa i it belgh™
After three more minutes the space ship was
visible only to very good eyes as a faint dot o the
southeastern
dred kilometers from the tarting place.

Geryon mu,
meters above the central Alps.  The highest

The reprterscowdedsound the decior ofthe
airport and carefully noted i

eryon.
more and more
to the south, until at about one o'clock it went be-
id e vods bights o Rofrcac, o
the time. ty faint star in the southwest.

It is mnmyuhtn!'hhr' said Director Heyse,
as he was going home. “Just la[twhmu!:gnl

was standing i this space ship, which now, 35 3
tiny fragment of the earth out in space, is foating
between our planet and the moon!”

the next moraing the newspapers had loog
accounts of the start and the course of the space

.

Bien i he G it was s lhm, seems
to move around ing
spiral, hkhnuﬂhmuuudbylhuwhm
of the earth, all the observations mrlnul: that its.
pnh is exactly in accordance the predeter-

ed Shaped curve o ascent pir g el
wml the constellation Aq\unus‘ u:w which the
‘moon will also enter in three da)

il tlescope could
St in s pal, which ot

i fer from

‘yon, statin that 5o far the trip had gone smoothly
and without luy Houbesnd hat the rew wis all
right.  But these messages had soon ceased, since

m sy, 1t might b be seven b grset

SCIENCE WONDER QUARTERLY

the transmilter of the space ship could not reach
‘more than six lh and In!mr.lvu at most.

10 depen
observatoris, whose great reflect
out the
fiteen diameters of the
Apin i rose bigher i the e, crosed the

ctors easily made
ce ship, now at a distance of almost
earth.

meridian, and iaclined toward the soathwest. But
efore it reached the horizon, the tiny dot suddenly
vanished and was seen no more.

Puic tero s the word,when o1 the -

sent announcements agrecing that the

s vas 2o Jcaer o b o 1 i i,

There was stll hope because of the Suchinow

o, which hd s ooy i) mdiconcel
o il o o B

easelves ming that Kori et

e o pe s lights, in order to

save ¢
also,

nergy.
But on succeding nights, also, the Geryon
was 10 longer visible in the beaveas. Even the
t observatoies couldno longer s anything.
bappened?

Hortor seized mankiod. Fad infaity swallowed.
5 3 second sacifce as well? To be sure

gt they bopedtat the xingushed spark would
i s pio—but’a s space ship
had disappeare.

Kort and bis faithul men and Skoryna aso were
regarded as ost—lost forever. A great depression
prevailed o0 earth.

CHAPTER XIV
First Momsats
UEN Ko, st the g o e
W i &5
i .

e cally 1o hen e 0 s conkrl o,
cpe was o o the catl it
it ooking at the chrono
Eareyou sl rexdy fo the st et Ko,
casting au eye at the instruments and switches
“Two men are at the geaerator,one is watching
gasifer, and two are here ready with the fight
earves, ‘The other Evemxlmt,lmhmlhld
50 ane s closng his
are having a free

i . A soon 8 e

ol e beok duty, Berger” Kort loked

around. “Where is Dr. Finkle?”

“He s getting setdad in n.. cabin, Shall T ask

him to come to the care
Korf nodded and gnt ot s hammock, which

was 50 paced that he could manage all the impor-
unlmﬂa-ﬂelym:da'n carpes which
‘had titherto covered the been re-

curved fioor had
e During 1o st this “lor woud f
course become @ wall, 25 soon as the pressure of
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cceleration overeame that of the earth's atracton.
T el “wall” row bebind, wold thn form
the room, which was traversed in the
middle by a strong round wall, for the switching
i “carrousel” o

lyi ently the mame “car-
rousel” had already become part of the vocabulary
of the ship.

am appeared in the carrousel
“It is really 2 very comortable coop which you

sipued e, Ges! Tiod thome o ki It crom
il b

narrow, of course, and e o g

“

“Switch on the outside lights!” The order rang
through the speaking tube without the slightest
trembling of the voice to betray any excitement at
the greatness of the momeat.

One last glance of examination of the travellers
in the carrousel, all lyng in their hammocks, and
then Korf's eye did not leav the chronometer.

Thity.tw wises ot . Tie ot
Jomped f nds.

umld Siavige theos e widovs.

oy ¢um travelled over the startog place and the
He saw a wave of exctement run

um-;h the crowd; be saw the cnoon of e

No sound, however, entered

“You wil enjoy making the asceat here, 1 am
sure!” ioterrupted Kori,

begin to e and then woe to anyone who is
standing
|.. lndxl Sumabeyedsnd clied it te sway-

R right?" Korf called through the speaking
tube to the lower rooms.

“All rightP” was the calm reply, as though it
were merely the question of an ordinary Zeppelin
fight

the hermetcaly sealed skip from withoat, Only
the measured throbbing of the motor which ran the
Tghts and th high piched oo o the gzl
came from the engine room to

"The hand progesedewenty—iy seconds,

Korf's fingers moved toward the gas lever,
touched it and ested calmly on the handle.

As though bypootized, Sam stared t the sinewy

nd which in the next moment was o suap its
fingers a the supreme power o the earth. He ac-
tually felt the fim pressure of the fingers on the
lever. At lighting speed the events of the last
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‘months passed befoe ks mind's eye—the cares _the acceleraton scale, the indicator of which was
b el et ety o slowly receding.
Suchinow, Vacarescs, Natalla. . . . “The auilary rocke i buraed out, Berge, Us-
Forty seconds—forty-five seconds— couple itl”
Then the leaders hand moved. A push of the  Bergers hand had already been on the handle.
v, i lke i the Aslight - ik

ship.” The chronometer sprang back to zero, The In an oblque course the uncoupled rocket rusbed
backto

‘hammocks swayed.
‘The fight ino inkaity had commenced. Quicly Ko bnd ver buyt he s v
Outside the startng place was pasing by:; for out, here comes full s on the middle
Piboean i & pabyet v Ao

ing in a tumat of enthusiasm. Thea io the light  The indicator rose again, crossed. tweaty, hast-

WilhlkuﬂrSmhmdlmhnd. Tn truth, the
arched wall of windows now surrounded him on all
sides, with the flt circular “Hoor” above and below,

carrousel had assumed

The its proper posiion.
Thirty more seconds passed.
1" panted Sam.
“Yes, Unele Sam?" i
s that G oo ut there
vy at (e seme higt s urvs? Thrs s
s 2 yellowish S e
such an uncanny looking constllaion” ol i Dt b e ety
Korf cast a rapid glance through the window, ~air of which coul er ind.
“Cantelaion? i read te meter: “Preum. . There wer sl e o hold ont; then
ably this eonstelation i Munich” he peed wold b i ich wuld cry he
ou i
In ..mns'-... wanted to get up, but the perucbl g
d meters a

Korf did not answer. He was fixedly regarding o depres fhe fas
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speed would now be rolled up!” he called
to Berger and then began o study the curves of the
‘would ing instruments.

“The acceleration indicator crossed the
ik wat bl e, od et he e mack s -
et mctr  scond increde 1 4peed. Berger,you may now, -
otk 3 gy s LS GO, Su ko i iodow ad il et 0
black night. “T!

CHAPTER XV Korf stepped to bis side aad adjusted the tee-
e o i good attenton, now aod then
i atteation, now
OR & while nothing stirred in the " will b bl 1y ke aut 3 gleas of g R
mmrﬁm“‘!"*hv the rflector of some lighthouse or cle fight signals
‘Sam opeae his e and loked about bim. The 28 steaer Soutng down thre an the Packe
fights wee buring, 0d the windows wee back [ vere bright, we could -t

from the

it up. He could do so: the mercury

1o i velas was guee. Comboraly be steiched BSOS 2O¥
csare

v once more atsined sty over his -
i, e detw » breth of e, 3 st walo 1 gni e 0 ke ancthes ok af the phe whers

1

must

OVEr girection. Perhaps you will succeed in making out
the yellow light of the illumisated city. Here's

Tuck to you! But do not imagine that you ea in-

fueace the aight e of Inda from bere”

. was almost horizontal, with &

cSeatay, Gusl 1 was to e Boobar,
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Aol e do y;u ‘suppose the ceatre of the

s ot tempeature il ot st long. Be-
Iready decreased considerabl

arhisto f sides, it has al
'rbeum the carth? 1 have never’ ot el Bergr, “What 5 he temper-
: I'y"nu itis il lower dovn thn saredown o]
Late ot ntigrade”
nce? i Mmylhmdqrm(tngnd

re, then " Korf u
“lhnm]ly] Where else?”
e, e S He polnted oy
‘out M the window, “Ther the
ity and i front of it s te Seni Gl e
which we are at present’
Sam's mouth remained wide open. “The earth
e there in the sky]

“Do not forget,” Korf explained, “that w
ata very st anle, st parl 0 the arace
of the carth, Accordingly we must look for the
earthof o ane sde. The pressure whi

felthe lng i of the thip 1o b ven
come from the earth bt o th face of our
rocket exhaust pipes”

Finkie's head went around like 2 will whel.
sunay side, that s to
ace

3 we ad s o0
sayin i now
P i e T st
globe would be exactly at our feet, the so
edge on the contary would appear almost leve,and
the entir visibe surface would include an angle of
almostsineyderes, Unortuatly | canot -
vide you with this doubless grandiose

“Then iy it e aeen by ey

“Out for terrestrial abservations! Tn

‘that case we should have been somewhere betwe
the carh d i sun o the s i and
could not bave been seen from the ear
Korf Saods By
OR s il vt the gt crves od
g, which v srcnly
¢ stared ont o 5pce
nprmnl 10 himself that over there in |h: distance
‘was solid ground, mm men sandin |....,
of

never once having the
whether their legs actually Frtchead
Ceate of the it
£ 2 pause he remarked, “Surly millions of
92 i msiels of thiads of g re
sow poited i s saig afe h speting it
oflight. And when I think of the mnllmnin iy
fect and the epidemic of headeolds which wi
tomorrow there, 1 thi

of common politeness to answer thei atten-
thma b, Yonursciog mbou.nhemu

m ceased
i vq;hed Kot with 3 s, “the
infations ol my nsrumens s icompably
more intresting rant to me than the
ik riht ou hete, 1t willdostes e
s duty of polteness—but I hope
o i espet 1 the ol et
1 should say nt. sontary. L ind it ac
sly ecomfortably b S grouned Sum.
you ba shut of a ftle?”
-m e, sloramstly. 1 cones rom ot
ide”
“From outside? 1 thought it was cold in space”
“Cel\am!y! But this heat came from the fricton

of the sir on the outer wall of our ship as it shot
through. For your comfort T can assure you that

een  Strogele against

ukl\tn eror

t. Have some lia prayed aronnd
) ave he s gresare v apened o 3
short time

o et was actally o, ad the eapr-

cxygen brought ol gt

S:myaw i to b b contnt. 1 am s
iy

Tdo ay,mummmw

might on 4 spre. Bt e fove been

less it .n hour on the way."
e il el ght o you o o 0 secp Unce
orf, who knew that thi fatigue was
ot meely du fo 1h heat. When you wake

or the present there is nothing to be
bekngh, S vl ek, d i you

limbed down the sway-
ing rope 1.4.1«:. crossed the central room, and en-
tered is cabin.The inviting white hammock at.
tracted him very much, and belore he thought of
dressing, be Tk down and e a once o'
dreamless slecp.

Xorl remsned s his pos, aihough be bad (0
e uncanny weariness and limp-
e st o e

Ge

the
ing within the carth's egion o power,
et the observaton of the lstraents 0 any-
one k. Dath hud 10 be sk o the ot
landing manoeuvers,and the least negligence might
Tead to seious conséquences.
From time 1o time he depressed the acceleration
ately and

pressure proportion
ng all objccts st weight. He cond have shut of the

exbaust completely,
gice atuined the speed whichwould sl e
from the rach of e carh orf was ngistent
on e goalas q\uddyuposnlﬂ He did
ot v uf h hupe af Fndig Serym sl e,
Fetins o sk o e was mn.] 9 8 the it
of being extinguished, and on
ier might decide
& nigh cotinued, and 1 cocks showed the
sixth bour since the start. Seventy thousand kilo-
meters, almost double the circumference of the
. et m. crew o the sace dhip from
kind. Unchanged deep night surrounded the
hip,and nthing wor wast b s of the et

3

. Qnty  wid sarls e indcatd the sot where

the i plne v
be preses o lh: morning papers re
kg hought Kor. Peaple will sl o
stil amp from the press and will agerly
el California, in g
vision of which we now are’
ore and more the ship radiated it heat o
i Agin ey 4 e ond oy sk ok
reth of el 3 though  remendos resare

Kot amile 5 be thooght of the suprses in



THE SHOT INTO INFINITY s

store fo all of them i this matter, Since no more
danger which fad escaped
from the earth, he 20 longer hesitated to be relieved
by Berger and to take a few bours'rest
CHAPTER XVI
A New Day
HEN Sam awoke, his irst glance was at bis
watch. “Nine oclock?” he refiected. “What
does that mean? Nioe in the moming of
in the evening?”
He qicky pertorme bi et ad ran fo the
“Just tell me, what time is it sow?"
il past »

ol st fouten, docon, Hee ting s recke

the bours run from zero his gray

s the cmomd

"l'h:ndkmmolmskyinu:sdh-f
“As long 35 the Geryon does not rotate” Kot

'hunﬂuu-sumlulsmm
the moon does not either, or for that matter the
s once it comes ot o beind the carth”
Viuvascoce id: The ky i s
endingly revolves bmlthnﬂh:ndlksnol
a fxed zxis’ With this idea the good man

e, and for eentaries he was
of the workds wse mea Tt oo ba tht we can-

this leared man to visit s for 2 quarter

sores, did you?”
P from ] 1 e wonderaly 1 and g,
and it seems as though 1 ten years
ymp(bylhu:lqﬂxnlmlyﬂqlnkmg?
The boy told me it was fourteea 'clock. My watch

a7 i tesight s ok aver et Tamnow bad reched

quite lost in the calendar.
e, Undz&mhyl'nﬁdlmzknhd timeit
But you had better  under
st yom e o the shi's tme. T s foih 10

reckon here by the local time of some spot on

"Whm ot el day i i lovny egon?
asked Sam, wi and

down with
pedy Omsnmllybehdmnnh

h p g

tund out the cetic gkt Sl it was

Wiat s the speed?
wo thousand met

or the present o e o
k wi power. idervis the w

d derese o apdy”
'wo thousand meters speed?” put in Sam.

rm:muhmm&aﬂum
“Cotl. A the o the o, e

“Is
start

ad s e por spdsulzhkbrlht

it

:hlspa«'::oummmmm reeil
the influence of the

e o e e
:kﬁrslqnxﬂy:ndﬂmmandmﬂnwi just
25 with 2 tone which i thrown up in the air, But
mn.mn.d,.u-wnumalgumy
between the earth and the moon s reached—that is
ms:y.l.hzdm:nmﬁumv.beumn-h;d:ﬂn
attraction of the moon begias to b strong

mm.pmmr.nmwmmmmm

hidden from us  moos.

“This is the whole secret of pushing out
just giving a ship this parabolic speed. Then

%
M-v/iﬁﬂ'z”mw Bat why don't we

into

mmmmnmmmmm

and would have suffced for reading a news-  the acc

pen in e
meon,though oy he balf ik

I v we < could oot om
cess, The stars also give 3 ptttg omi

any
“What w 5o kenly et duriog hs e war
the e, which & ot 2t ol
pepie lnyw

s

A yom wee
;mgm m:urﬂ’;ubnllmndtkmu
Kilometers 3

s e second?”
e i vt ey how s
eond” D ikl beame g, o s iferst

deal of the ight.
it not o saple t fndyou waybee i the
sky,” continued Korf. “The constelltions far
to.us are almost effaced by the great
small faint stars which on earth cannot
with the nsked eye on accuunt of the air
swarm back there;” saidhe, pointing dia
upward with bis and, “you wil recogaize

seen

with

A»(_awmnr
“But it doesat agree,
a

“How so?" B
“Where are we going to arrive with our Geryon,
‘which is now malang acly two meters 3
sond i 1jst b corcty? Wt we be
ind the speeding earth o 3 very few miutes
et ing g v ot o o quesoa”



At e it e, Usle Sum what you sy
seems . The circumstances
e slarcs, 14 08 ol the arh M::;

g s o o Gy
known that the sun, al
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“Up to this peintl*

“All right] This ca sow crawls from

lh:alm:hpm‘-lbhvkn!mhnbmghlhn

& maximom by cravl

el then ceach s gl i 3 vy e
«

3
time.

um.( et o o oy
Kilometers a second.’

veas, where are we ging to aive?”
“hn i e atsume;’ Ko ol it the
sun likewise rotates about a
ity i it Lt vy
complcatd, doesu' it?"
‘A Stowawny
VHERE was a rogush smile on bis face. S
thought hard. He could find no other solution
hat the “Geryon” necded
two ilometers a second
“Don't wrack your b

any more, Uscle Sam!

—

Lfrankly confess to you that I mysel have no ea
at what absolute
Ll ou hp i avelng i spee Tt dos ck

s to me whether Mother Easth escapes
us iﬂr lver or not, l h ild not care to stay fon
i ime s e machi, vl aoue
o the st know egionsaf

Sum seemed b et e dbsonlr, thoagh be

it bimsell that ter st b same eor

 in case theee s sucha thing _the

: the

asginl s oot ston o et
besides being m rd by he mtion of e
train, whirld around by the rotating earth,ca

ilong i the ori of the esrh bowt the un and

son,
“Well, just tel me the sbsolute veocity o the
atrpili nd e ind o uve i vl

rached i head s dd st el
it o ety hecse with o The bde of
the fan is our earthr w,andwhrul

m concrned the c ot of he i soresponds

motion of the carth.
i sttt v the o o
joy & bouquet placed on one of the tabes, it would

it even g
because. thmgl !wk«l ‘etter i o s the rmcn ‘meadow,
it would suddenly have to take into

i was rskig trongh the

"Th.n jojo the cee with . U we st o
Mars, then we should have to take into

m....c, bqnnd iny dout the i of e arh, n

order to get from it to the oxbi of the neighboring

ot ¢ you sy montssgo? Misalaques

e .‘mm e, m:gms.x e, ot

things. l:mymm.‘u.aa e .
material things.

you understand sow that I do not kuow the

abcais cous o ou Goron, s it
such thing at a7 s
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ple it all sounded? Sam sty rgrt
termined heacelorth

How
ted s il et

oty He coudcly

with mnynu. sl of bis earthly ideas 2nd
views. 1t was hard for him to imagine that phe-
nomena which are_incontestable and taken. for
granted on carth, about which nobody thinks at all,
et el lcd e o e made s
m o i e sod ¢ te windoms g
e e watd of 3 ctwpo i, while
e thoughs were satterd ke cosmic
o T he e e o ad 0
erent cold it the
o s o e o r iy m
o i ven, which mrynnd ol them wihout

exception, was not o
From the supply -y uu vident calls and
teps sounded, 20d a sailor rushed ex-
caelly o te conto room.

e Kl okt "o ey n

o The remspoted e of the Rssin was o

our s Sy e, M. Korl
You would have ref st be ke
I!nn[ Bnt 1 have to M m(h this
else could I do but use a trick? I pm:bud m
card ol llll of the hvm:d reporters; this unworthy
being bl it 0 me for 3 oo xcsive sum, Tt
s.... 7 hardly trsied bis eyes whe be v this
‘before him. "ihve our agree-
e be w i
"Yun gave me ynlll de that nme in BlldlM
of to un lnylhm[ vt Kot put
in Sushinow; ke n Rou ve kept
y vord -..a Y s sl eeping
hed ooty v 4oddowe. Whst
md hisman want bse? He onuld imprison him o
him, not being to any court on

bmld! He was hidd g
Bl room. The cook just found him.  He reuses
o ansver our questons and oy wants o spesk

“How was
crew mustered in
Ll Wummmmauadm

man sneak in
“Don't get excited, Bergerl” said Kort. “First
we il listen to the man hiaself. Of course, if
ss neglect of duty, 1 shall im-
pose  severe punishment.” Bring in the stranger

loag by powertul shoves, a man s
‘bled up the ﬁd it once oy u&m‘,’
moﬁkm to whom shown
‘shortly before the start. He had been struck by |
oy ek b, ey oo e
yhih g ove s ol fce 3 now hang
down o his breas
Ayplml(ly e bod s had Illm advantage of

Bt Jumped up in amcac
possible?

0 ménhyaiamumnmnmamﬁm

cedinly had 3 chance to traverse space in your
onn

“My_contract with the Transcosmos Company
ot permit e oo the st But yoare
sight, it is les fnterest in

tial navigaton itsell
B impeled mmsmmnlﬁnﬁnwd
i ‘this tri
o A o ool e s totlly
unnecessary, M. Suchinow. i i to tet
ou a5 a prisoner.
1oy tht e s your bands. Do s
see fit. In a short time you will undusuna it
il couct e o i i yo s, For
the present, please excuse me further qa..,.m
That is all I ask”

“Very welll_For the time being T
o 0 s bin which you will na leave bl £+
pecial permission.

P htow sowed sighty, “Thaske you, M

‘s mpurded moment o bide Bimal, in ords to Korl

ke the i and be able o furmih b
of |

Sics o sprngy Nammack ad protected him dae
i e s b et by e
pressure,

oursdvnare may et you ey s sid
Ko o the iniuder Hopareny you do ot

Kort telephoned to Berger, who at once ap-

it mind may be at ease, Mr.
lsnoh-hlulnwnnd-lhnuzrymﬂ
crew. My own carelessness made it possible lur
s enteman 1 sesk on boud. He i o French
ot Moo VA i for the prsnt )
isoner, ‘Take him to the extra cabin and look out

know that I have life and "And ‘more 1
‘occupants of qlmd’mmmm stand that I will not allow Vﬂbk
> an the erew in any way.”
“T shall give you al the explanation yo When Suchinow was gone, t
Mr Korf, in privalzl" whupuld the man, smwdl- his dissat “What ameless fellow|

‘The voice was familiar to

not very long ago.
w ong

. he ondeed, ust take the crew for
l-!nlun -&m

en Korf was alone with Sam and the

e et om o Beb. malbehsoly o 1o
reporter, and with  jerk pulled off his beard, which
‘was false.

*Why did you do it, Mr. Suchinow?”

rd.
Ker. Thi aatern ot Geran he bad b
passed

" b sty sopped and then et on
 “He cectanly cannot complin of lack of
'hy were you 5o geatle

courtesy on your part
‘with him, Gus?
“Because there was 1o pmc to being otherwise.
and T cannot have him put ashore. 1

am also convinced that he bas 5o hostle purpose.
Wiat could he do? Any move directed against
il e i ook g i G,
cannot thnk what reason be would



the mystery about which you have me
to speak. So we shall simply wait ealmly—there
will be an answer to the 2
CHAPTER XVII
Free From Gravity
HE next few hours of the trip to the moon.
T’nulwnhuxmy events. Outside
e space ship nothi seen but
strs shining brightly oo the black sky and the
ish disk of the
and ly gting o perr.
A isig to S the course
e sbip was oot sl fnmd r e oo
!nhm,uqund owledge
t poilie o i 1 cxt i s

m:ynw:mmm.mmmnm bouad

‘Hylhem:nnlwhmm:mmube s rileres

‘when we get there, the moon will be there, tooF”
vag the cxclnt resl of i

The be witbdrew
e on s tknk |
Hew x-o(ulg my ooy mrov o
hammocks vl

were used here as in all of the
Joe the et toe be fl

oo Yo for
petcly ool
smoking in the ca h.d kpl faton
a really’ unmixed joy of f
The attrction of the

= sl

0 ter-
o The cniaers playfl litedin

one hand the he I:nvy steel rylmﬂ:’iﬂ "
oxygen was kept, the movi e e
e  wndas and 5'%: and tackle.

right motion

ra!lly. Somching b had vt hougt P
' rence: i “ighe” was here e
m the seling, whih appsed, prematre
e mpw e Aot he the sip st e
dmay by foatiog, of pain
mﬂxmnnh;;ﬂu:peg

m i it by nature.
mx« The orderly
..ni, A ly showed
ot delighed face. Even Berge seemed 10
have got over his anger on account of the stow-

a

'kﬁummm years
-(hxnm

m:llnhﬂumwlth'

b s s s e ot e o

“Stop right therel” repied Korf with a laugh.

“We ae ot cuipped o cae o ifants”
foated "It is simply great to travel the
this way”
reased to such an ex- '\'s' one is tempted to turn somersaults and
feat i S, desing o i i restalicr ok, S dow bt ke ehlirn; remaried Ko,
ing, had to Bw lufhvmlnlm.n_l Mn‘lﬂy‘mﬂkm' which he had ap-
el
ing, three meters aboe the floor. And when he el e free from
turned the water faucet to wash his hands, the mrn«mlﬁn o
1
air Sam Learns the Mysteries of Space
T dinver there were mad
sound in the i in oy oo, unl

m‘m Jndeed e wﬂnm him for all *IT“T:

1o the mouth.
mxpnsnmmmqnmmmmum

-51,,‘, * be commanded himsell. “Don’

vt ing around
mch forc sd dont b n by You
ing.

oty e et

the air.
M:ﬂdmh«ddnnMpnuvh|:L

ings Berger's
mmm
‘cage along on

and ca
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wings. Alfer that the eage bad to be ted dows, to
“Just t » ered the
o bt oy mep ot

1o suppress his own limitless amase-
mml.-ﬁh;uhy‘h-’nomdi(irydh

s

mumber of centimeters. But thatis 5o loager fall-
down.”

eraion pressure, that i to sy, one oachune
dredth of the oormal gravity on’ earth, What
on earth s bere re-

e wisdows v ilm‘{:w
lhgnenlcm. | he duioes
tion o m’”::l“ ng-mmmm
spot, wh

-aau, it would have been impossit
to remain stavding quietly at the windows. The

gt movemet wouk have sated them B
*EGus? s Sum, beaking he stilless, “there is
ogebing e it ok e o e

“I am not surprised. A great many events are
puzsing to me,

'lmmm.dmmme 161,25 you say,

mimnl-nksmtnynl.hd_ahl
s

‘Sam started. “Do you mean that our weight de-
ey cn your s lener, eod tht we will
weightless as 5000 as you feel inclined to set the
lever at
“That I mesnt” ally.
“But sec herel Just consider that you camnot
tion of the it will| Or can
you?” eried Sam desperately.

A o pospett Tes wewoud Gl bk agia
e
"an vcdlmtmvv rw-m

ysican. “Lis

Tam getting

will drive me erazy

<kldhnamulm:drkmngum:he
ad enough of it. Korl pressed th

wt& found sow that is 1o res for
o ot about 1 the Too ke an s, A pound e when

ip possess onl) jredth r-
e ot i Byt s

Taignibcaat snd S, the sl of the moon



o ot S e i
%
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fosted 3t ane side of the st o ight of the

ightening. n smazemen ants of
b wathe, the abulous spsale, o the
inprstim of whihthe dullst s ol 0t v

Kt wd:phnm'd to the orderly: “ imite Mr.
oyt look dml
m st 3 standing.
inlaw. It would have been cruel to have:
nerom s i, hisimresson e o

tany-
e for-

Suinow soon sgpesred, bowed sligtly, and
sank ke the rest into silent Wonder.
sickle increased. At

e ar the sheaves of light seemed to be
Antiog o 5o bindingy 3 ot tat &
il to kot snd lowly the sun 1

peared from bebind the carth, 1t had become i
ponlble ook st g ht e aioreh
"All:mmnl s dbr fr el Kt

brug th backto the ship iself,
[ht ot e rom. T bl ths s
mmn.ﬁ:mmmam;
@ m circular

L

s, Thesorth ol s el te ke
ness of the polar
o o St te e pice ofthe gt
telescope, which was now poiated direc
was ‘watching_the contineats xlnwly em.p
from darkness at the inner side of the erescent
light, pass across t part, and

pass then dis-
syl ik e o i T otonof
arth coud be obierved

ieting mon ca i some patence barogh
Howed e telescope, paces 3

g & metcpote e
points. Ldentifyng local

was made essier
{he shadows of the mighty mou ]
Contillrs, e Ay, the o o, the .

be,” he onee remarked, il we

d s by pu«pnm

lwh separate.
see.about '.hmu down I Frierdtuln ool
the couse o s, 1 thus be somein e
a deity. tam of the srew, vy ind e e36
jumps on xmmm to New Yorkl*
e patient a litle whie, Uncle Sam, and then
bave this giant telescope at your disposal,”

s ip of e o gt nd
it iyl bad s i to e it the
o o v f s oo Brgat warm
ek floded the gt ids o he i, whie
the conti A
sunny, ever cloudless day

Vindaw an te sl toward the su it (e o
gosc wiadows wer wled i ek mght. Day

‘was not like that on carth.
"Thre was 1o bl sky tpread out sbove the
ament, in which the stass were
ery

-nm.-gnmnm:

by m
B, 1 such 3 ip hd beensvaabe o Coper
i, be wuld ok e bd o o to i rave
il seing the st M

¢ objects struck disecly by the sun's rays—
the mamll s o the o, b ek
shone with  spematurl phosgrcseat low,
starp ot it he bk k. They refcied

eplied Korf, moving

“As soan as we can leave the Geryon, 1 ahall build

outside  combination of leases that will be ten

times stronger greatest telescopes on earth,

There is 0 din, lightonsumin i to prevnt
we like. But don't you

ring the passage through
Jong e been ndnled Lmo space, and the clecric
heating devices could o longer teplace the con-
stant losses. 2 i

“T have a very simple means of producing any
desi eed Kor 1 aly need

B

m it te s
to,give us it o its srplus beat
“Not the sun, of course, but Ty 1 Voew
seseu

*For Hesvens sk, ushave you g o -
son? Whatin the w eyse and Vacarescu
i from our redng bt

llhdﬁn:lty
‘caped the s eec ofthe eath, it shdor,

CHAPTER XVIII
Cald Space

NCEASINGLY the lonely space ship pursued

its course through space, every hour increas-

i of imetes i e

o the carth, The siing rescntof i st
uler and fuller, plastic

g
lum Ihl sp verical shag
So far as there was no hindrance through clouds,
ms o
porton, - Thei
Contous wes sharpy gvntrul:d sith e dnhr
occans. In the regions equator the
rowa of e cntizens o i o bt greys,
‘because of the winter saows in the northern hemis-

ol vy

sags, fu the sme. You gy
e bt acent that s ot vall
e et ik e nae.

e At ot i it i I bl
i et e e light, thus
‘makiag us visible on earth, but ufortu

‘Tubu;‘s‘wm 1 1 now turn the ship so that

Mbylhuu‘hhhﬂkn&mﬂh\ﬂy
{0 peacrate the amosghec of e xrth Anyway,



are already more than one hundred and filty
mm-nd lometes distant”
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nﬂl!ddhishd-ninhihnd-ndu:mindit

L itis 3 vey bad stuation!” grumbled Sarm. Y pressure is sow so light,” e explained to
Comdt v el opponteg, then sy bt b -n-law, “that we eaa stay wit
by increasing the artécial heating?” the ship out there with an acceleraton of only 2

Tozeschan endrale oom semperturs,tar- centimeter a second.  That imples
ing 3t two bundrd nd sevnty degrecs bl The Space Pedestrians
in'a ship the size of ours, would require e

amount of het that we coudnot ponbly prude
it with the articial means at our disposal
tgive up the ides. Thore i otin 1o do ot
for a whie from the observers on earth,”
“And how do you manage this turning?"
an

immense drivin
hel are at Rght angie 10 eeh oher, s in 3
imessionl compis I th hel the ax

hich coincides w.mmhn,m. of the ship is

Totted clockwis, the i

ee
wheels, Th axes of the drving 1

THE}! he gave a few more instructons and -
ressed on Sam and Berger, who was also to
okt n ths st Sigh, o mcety ofretur

ing 10 the ship at once, as soon as they fclt the
slghist iy i b e exphind the
one wire, which was col

erous plugs which
e paced uloer e v of e i,

according to the aw of action and reaction. In this

manner the ship may be given any desired position

in e by st he poper drivi vhee

course .

e ks :omp{:u o n 4 mit, the
utions a

=§

wheel must make 2

o plug
in the wire st of all. Them we ean spek 10 on¢
aothr o communicte vith he mea an b,
case of need we can pull ourselvs back to

fhe sk by mans ofthe wir, Lets goF
When Rorfhad convnced sl hat the hel-
of the

Korf had the

e gyroscope motor started. A
huming commebiel, whichcume to 8 Bfhe i josice
and ficaly sounded very skl Slowiy, ,x"f.fi

sroud Ib! lhl[z Alter a few .m..uq the revolu-
shrill whisling became a.
ileoce.

ght came throgh te wis-
low, dingonaly, but from the opposite conas
person had not Mm mlwm«l of the
e Voud sarely hav oted anything,
was that mankind bmm o and

mnﬁzd and considered Korf's s ip lost
From hour to hour the activity n{ l.hl uhlum
was lessened, an¢
o the Geryon became more and more problema-
tical.  Wall e ﬁ r had ceased; mml-

Its in were the rexlllll e
Tike 3 shove resgfed 1,, quick mnllm
tor

movement
sy o p m i

ai by cxtrenly carlal rec.
g and hnldmg m. m( i hand-holds which were
provided everywhe
On the second dly of the trip, weight had sunk
ccordi

0.2 thousandt

the idea of Iuvm‘ the pr
ship aad trustog bimse
enterprise had 4 great attraction for him, and his

otective Wvﬂlu'un( the
fio ut the

ooty yas g tan s iy Do be
had now o wedto wighesoes that
respect were hardly to be
ered, v
In the central

o the bl it v all -
pared. Korf was already dressed, except that he

mnadmtapﬂwl.nd!h:lhvumﬂm
into outer space.

Sam cautiously erept along the smooth steel wall
i Tokedfor 3 gl He had sarely made

o S B
the comparions wer
“Undle Sem,” said the voice, “do you understand
ne?, How i ou brating”
“Perfect] gert”
“Becger i all gty the | huu announced. Thus
communision was sals
e By hped sl s oeieend
{her wanderng around the i, whl e
casly rn ot from the s 1 they bad ot ol
ey e sl 1 weighcses, e st
eles st would have caed.
the ship. Tt with dificulty that Ih:y e
cesdd in emaiing i rsch of e o
“What is o in amazement. “What
hashappencd m ou spic i Insror b poie
e n the dscon ofthe exhaust. The sl
disturb

2z caong equil
He gty foted d vy fom the shipand slnwly

in hovered off in

“Vhati th 7 asked Ko, who s cond
oo Joger bold an and was Raaing of with Brger
el, see how I:; proud Geryon looks now!”

p cigar stub? A splentid guess,
Tace Somt The g sty d;dsmwpdmn
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the aseent. That is to say, we cast of the two
e out sy tockes”

ad run out to its full

and held the three men ike

captive balloons at a distance of thirty meters. The
sunlit helmets aod suits gleamed in the absalute
darkness with an unearthly phosphorescence. Day
and. night had joined i seemiogly impossible

gt et

The ship looked like a gigantic winged egg, &
strange gleaming monster, in its course through
At the biunt end a brightly shining white

we et bck?”sked S e be bad

aibed et t b hvriog of e G
" the pocket of your poeamatc st you Wil
reply. “Shoot

yourself back by means of the wire”
Sam fellowed this advice, and in a short tme be
was back at the ship. Reassured by the success of
the *seering shot®, he began to cicle about the

Geryon. He had a fecing of boundless fre
ol t-]nyd shosting o vt
inspiteof i t was splendid o see

Biscorered lbs it o e  snliht st the
black bacl

The iiss of 9 ad down wees pesi vy

Only a sight pa i the dirctionof the e

eminded it ther s

des

il a down. el but

“Uncle sounded Korf's voice suddenly.
“Look out for the exhausts! The wire does not

ch o the trn o the i o t might ek
You might in the currents of gas,
i weud s i

" Skl bk ot ampwered
He sared sighlyat ot scing Kot He bd ot
thought of the fact that he had telephoned.

Returning into the ship went in the same manner
aslaving . When they had ot no the chamber,
Kortlet air come into it from the ship by meass of

3 ale in the oner dor, unl the prsare s

easy to open the janer door

Altr tha the ﬂym could take off their suis and

exthasge experiences and observations without
using the telep

W ondertir i Sam. It waset evencold ot

“The ayer of s inthe expandd sitis 3
poston gt the o of best” o

ELnd i the st hod the s lng énugh, ther .g
ot the s id you notice at all that our
ship i travelig cighty kilom minute?

5
“Nol® snswered Fakle suprised. 1 never had




the idea-that we were travellng at all sod not at

earth moves away and the moo
oty hlds good o long 43 he ot of the sip
remains even and is not too much ac

chaicaly, You igh s 1 wll ot ik of £

In ware s the rew i now e ot
and shown dn simple tricks and manoeuvers.
wise S Who s o longe confoed, wis

i 1t vas nt long beore all o board
e b e scvtomed . spead mos ot
fime out in space, and whoever was not prevented
by his dutieaclimbed around on the wings or sped
around in outer space lke birds in the

Now Korf set about to make the promised giant
telescope, A shaded coneave mirror a meter tall
wassened by log metal bandsseverl hundred
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ship. Tn this state of affars it is not surprising
S ey 84 o it Gt h iy
‘which in the meaawhile had become rou
s Wt ot g v the cmd o
of the ship, untl it hung laterall above the car.
sousel, sreiching out in the sky in 2 threatening.
expanse.

CHAPTER XIX

The Rocket Sighted]
VHE nearer the Geryon came to its goal, the
T...m eslss Schinow boame, The hmpen-
etrable mask which he always wore fell o,
diclosng the carewo face of a nrvous,torment.
o peron Tncessantly he urveyed the Suround.
ings of ‘masses of “land,” which
were spread ot i the oy in the, right sunght,
oasuny cessag . et s ey et
te lands and plateaus cut by wide glies

iy v i e mndnw i m

ol roum, complet
oy o 3 cordthe it o bemoved i Kl
dircions rom be cypise nd coud b dircted
at any desired poi

e o nfessbalepleare to o te
easth with this simple telescope and to view the

Gities enlarged many thousand times. 1t was evea
p-Mlu-holllln;hulhwm Ony the
Totaion ofthe arth caried the focussed poiats bex

it wihjgyed i, dhe drk shadows o vkich
indieated enormous heights. No woods, no
o trer ke the sty f the arcadio waske.

rom the north pol to the southern edge, 35 far
5 the slght rexche, thce s i bt bre
o, Tooking did up, and stcp mosstans. No

er patches ice, and not the

e b oot o of the o

had

almost imperceptibe at-
ol e s quac By s o e
moon, now rather near. It now obeyed only the

Do e o ol tnplny b of
beings like men.

and el with incressng speed toward the moor, the
disk of which now far surpassed the arth i appare

s bl o more of upanddown,
in the ship floated
i

if there
lng, The s

it vould sty
Rave requned n to remain in bed.
ey s, ot S the o 0 oo, S
na- o ok m,m-p.pa Thlpimllmled

ka dll. To empy 3

mm e vy pembi.\ny of wdnn. out

e little children, o of sending out the

contets by nmd taming Gk The i (hm

Hosted in the ¢ form of a sphere wi

had to be uu‘ﬁ( in lhe ‘mouth and sucked i m.

s nd bl were gt e od fsaed

‘The hammocks were rolled up,

and \hnn’ehddus ‘were removed, since they could.

up the ringahaped mountain
ing with seven contic ey ey
e vl crtr, e o of v Showed sl
more d
moiotia el towered
meters above the surface of the moon, casting jag-

d shadows on the masses of debris
A dark spot within the wide crate caught Suchi-
‘now's eye. Was he mistaken, or was the spot eally
movig? Nov ittt resched e g of 1 crler
s creping sy sctostthe mountai chain
Wasi 0 mu, 0 do e the oo bt  boiy
oweea the moon and the Geryon?
o P ieneat
of many months was concentrated in this moment.
“The rocket 1 i SghF wa th cy f the ot

side observe through th eephone,

rocket i in sight " repeated the man posted
dl:nppumm Toudly, so that it rang through

smnn dleached bis teeth, “Be cali” b .
is necessary now!

us, enclos-

20 longer be used. A person needed pothing for In the telescope torpedo-sha
comort bt fee cpty spce . -n&mmmmn:mmmﬁmm
limited operatiog time of the oxygen 2 year,stood

Only
‘vaporizer in the diving helmet and the necessity
ting hindered permanent staying outside the

and in a short time the rocket would pass beyond
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the disk of the moon and would disa

bekind
it e nhxvib-‘ 4 erow g, e

the maln b el sisight ot e conere of

ing, the ship slowl

to Suckinow.
By |~ e nld o you Tk 1 ake par n

e
"Bk permisonto do " reled the Rusian

ith feverid eyes " wht vay do you intend
to reach the rocket

er raviationl par

“ i coming consant

ly closet oit, At the same time our epec

copsanly acelrted by th: free fall”
of the rocket from

he moon eemn w be m J\nk St hunded ko

moon
e vl om0 possible to let
the Geryon gravitate around the moon in the same

o
“Absolutelyl But we have not a5 yet the neces-
regard

sary speed to catch up with the rocket,
it as surer to 8 as close a3 possible
o ot he umot posiespeet”

close by the surface of the

moon 4 draw avly o it apin, il we stk

e pth o the hind the moon. But then

e hall sl v o ke pedthon et of i

et by propes austs. 1t will of

much speed than
ok it b nmpl:t, put in the Rusian, “to

stop the Geryon i ront of the moon by means of

emmlmnuu in order to wait for the rocket right

there
i o Bt i this case we should
e 19w . ok cmpl couse
ot e oo Bede vt woul eguve
apediare of 3n ainot unitainable amount of
encrgy, first
hold it uw\mnlm in st of the
moon, an n to accelerate it in the
of the rcket, wiuth v uorunately ot
absolute equality of speeds
oo o8 ke sl o o 8 e
tion.

Back to Gravity

KRS, o e ol the men . bourd
0d 0 mie the Grnall ey o mascsve
ced himself that the rocket
chambers, and the gyroscopes
el ety s the b earmed o he oo
‘mament he vas culy the technician

o er to whom a dangerous and
ol had beengiven,the slationof wiichde dn-

Fnded al bis toughs, Thes e dd st
Suchizow watch

how
vtk e e et et
“Al right " came throogh the speaking tube from

engine room.
“Take charge of the gyroseopes, Berger! Keep

s i v

the surface of G

o o, §

tumed on its short axis, and the moon apparenly
sk dova il 1 sprad ot ity below he
was now rusking thro
privga pioioc e
Kt ket hiseye o thesales wich showed the
o ofhe

“At o couse indicats five degres to
thocaol e mewe, Bt e roies grad:
ualy chnging moe and mrs toward te ocn’”
& moon came nearer with u h
individaal mountain top ould shady e md: et
with the naked eye, and the yellow
reached out of sight in all direct
7, ooking e 3 wase of ey sad stooe

2

tic moon was rolling upon the

the ship came, the mare strongly this rotary mo-

i th who had to look away at
o bcoming iz st e Kight fthe

e ok sl 50 0 lnge be wn from dhe
qmousl; it bad alrcady estered the shadow of

'llmaml-dq, remaed Ko, without ki
e e e et et

o path of the
o shllnkhqwll.hlbd:nllh:-wn—lm‘ﬂhal

a glance

w«lmmzmmmm-u‘z'm
does mot quite suit!”

iteven

!‘Thewwﬂndnse brushe
I he cxbgot il zow, we sall paoge helpe
be exclaimed.  His hand

esly wpon the mon'”
grasped the gas

The ship gave & |ﬂp it 3 cuh s 1nd
tables overtumed to the foor. There was a crash
of broken dishesin the kitchen

D, Fikle, sarted out of is ap, rushd i
the control room.

“For Heaven's sake, what s wrong?"

i not answer, He was testng the course

of the shi

I i right!” s b, draving 3 breth f re-
Tef, “We skl pass the moon one hundred kilo-
ielrs vyl Sce e B 3 stmoghre i g0

rough, there s nothing more to fear at prese

i ot the sping e v
examined, Berger, o see whether anything has hap-

Korf ran his hand through his hair, “We have
won the first trick " he remarked, while he slowly

seriously hurt
'thhlyllaems-xhnbm;hu asdafew
black and blue places. How was it that weight
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m.nmnummmmummmm

Il of weight s
e Ve ey o ek amod
b ... n ssceand st the e of o ogus of

"an\ you fnally ..
yest” put in Kord quickly. “Just see how
do et oo Wit more raturl
than our getting tofee itsin
 why o suldeny and it vl

“Llet the aulary exhausts work for thirty sec-
s t hal power, to comect
3l Tsem to havemadea ighteor n my e
ations Mn

“And

nowi
e

Hantyour camersredy. You wil b6

home uch landscapes 25 10 traveller on
his album

ound the moon, e o it
to take
polyed

Beyers cunee aerpld the conerntion
“Two men are in their en with

. moved on, and disag

The rotation of the “autmeg-grater” became
slower and then became an even ateral advance.
In the distance mountains appeared on the horizon,

i the other direction at
lge of the mon. It was 3 quicy chungng
iaorama, Gradullyth unlight bcame ke

Dense darkness had long been in the deep cratrs,

Ohly the summi of 155 moiaion s emerg
righy ro the wligh Th:y were nearing the

crder-ine between d

Y14 becoming vening dow o e st Kot
o, ver which we are s Bin, the
Tong lunar day i drawing to

He viewed the surfce of lhe mnnn‘ then tumed
to the compase, fund to he ot diace

measurer, an ing land-

seapes. There was  evident lnxxely on his face.
tis the matter? ao

iy remarfabiel We have pusd the point
where we shnid b et e 2o 6 v wow
shoul b

T dsance o the momn i again lessening.
It s unexplainable! Let s wait a moment!*

Sowly, to be e, but prceply they were
again nearing the moor. tain peaks,ris.
ing :mn the mngm “nd gleming i the unln(h.
few quickl, a sure sign that the

the momcat o eyl S48 o, g o 8¢ come s

about the invalids.
Korl

increase a 5
Newsip oflnd ket risin upand pasing by at

the ide. Each chain of mountains seemed
o i e theon b, Oy
men completely free from dizziness could bear fo
Keep watching the grandiose sight of the appar-
ently moving masses,

Sam reappeared. “The sick men vill be all right.
As so0n as ther stomachs are empi

in Yo mut e oo ot of e

men are eating 100 much and moving about 100
lite”
A Narcow Escape
UCHINOY soud gt e wiokw
reen dots on his pale

ace siod u-x nnylaunxly
“Soon

observing the i
anxiously, “how high are we
above this nutmeg-grater down there?”

Kort sl s this pear bt rather apt come

!
ngmamm-nmmmmm.

and then go upward again. If the moon had an
numpbs!, -mﬁs::mzhu during this

ol immense dak mow

Anxmn!y 04 hsely Kl ccamined the it
erstand ” he marmured, and
 wdecided betwen

In fact merely Iwhng already
sastion of ling, I te amm e g

w the
ron va 4 o toward he, one
f shed, in o mad cour The Toeusng
ks adied to the dend Sght.
Then Suchinow sprang vp. “Can my suspicion
e dd ot i e sntenc
K teap fike grasp of the hand—snd
thegs I:v:r doi tor ottt

Kor!

i
bl hock s v down, The
aclrton R e ap 1 9l g
fa beyond the red line,

Five stresms of fire shoot into space, with tre-
entons el They st thesip ypard, e
plaything of cosmic forces| The surfce of the
oo S down. Sucinow o o . oo

crushed worm|

In this moment not a breast ises and falls—not

a heart beats,

Ko b cong to e aichbowd, gt
with 2 saperhum:
bis eyes, and a xlo-mr( e s s
i, crin b

He e it .”.K“L mm it pu|h i n.f Then
he sinks down, while
T lop o e sountns o st bebow, k-
st itk sech, The twoloddenge s e,
?yq'sscalonk:dhl‘:;‘l:mh consios-
Ress does not et understa t 4
Wi te g (¢ ok The
remendoas e had e evemthnt s




“

Soor and smashed such things ot ume
way fastened. The frightful pressure had lasted
bl twosecond, bttt ben bu;emlgh o
crack hins s st ot
Panting, Korf slovly
Y cose Waum i et -
fuly T thnk you, i o your quice s,

5 wold ave been

smashed against the ¢ mon”
bout in confusion. Several
incs pssed belrs b could
have been a murdere, i you
Furdon my folly1 1 eve dreamed ta the Geryon
i devlop sevety metes 3 second seeles

B necessaryl Only this risk could have
ed

us, OF course, i the fearful pressure had

Tasted even ten seconds, none of us would ever have
seen the earth again "

SCIENCE WONDER QUARTERLY

given some refcted ight,was for the present hid-
den hy\tuhrkmssu{ﬁ:m«hynldhu
Speed the space ship sped throsgh
e shadow of the moon, away fom s ifce,
which i the darkness could not be scen. The un.
Vontd atkn, opeer i the s et f
the shock they had just undergone, made the occu-
pants sleepy. And when the exhausts began to
operate again weakly, to force the ship into the
path of the rocket, the pressure also made itself
very nplaty foficale, Even hosgh it 6d
ot reach the normal terrestrial gravity, the pas-
sengersof the Geryon e sl o veght
Jstan durig the s, eemd s thngh e
re It in ol i b, A dul rosaue i
fher hads el he hbing, id ancongucr
chpelyiy] b‘“‘ i
all were in & heavy sleep bordering on &
ggled with

tapor, Suckiow, Bergr,ad Koty

The hallstuned ey agin e gud at i e migh g i et 1 Inauyuse
oace st o o nvesigue e devation i th iy o4 15 o et B Gy

ship. The bhull ﬂl the ship itself hld had no injury. trolled by me orbit of the xw.kt, wlll:h ww.\ﬂ da
It was buil{ d the most extreme pressure, lay the rescue of lz:x:n{ar day
Like and instruments, being e ship had now 50 t it raced
placed on spnu! Fhad v m:umtd undamaged. The through space with the exhaust-end first.
damage to the could be repaired after a  quently the currents of gas exercis Ly
fashion. It was mn'lln(ly a question of changing

“T confess” aid Kor, turniog again 1o the Rus- 'h:nlrabdm ot shi 103 cicle by low
sian, T i i f this ‘speed.

Berger was just Korfs words

“The Gryen 8 st vt from i core. 1
am convinced that this second approach toward
the moon bas a resson outside the

“In the moon
Yes| An ﬂu nhu:h clia- used to take up
mind was the. quston why the moon does nor
rotate but always presents the nm:ndzlnlhe
"""’pi:‘é'ﬁ"h’ﬁ' onfrmes. Toe
a sphere but an ellpsid, attened oo
side toward the en body some
ike an egg, with 4
ward the gath. T tps oy, bve sever

when

saced bim: T et s seen Bl i
height above the lad is ine

m‘ Iy\-uys!awi’. T bope that we can

gravitate freely.”
Aﬁngyaxa-,m.m-u ing into the car-
‘The earth was n-gm.mf ‘moon and

udm( ot its gigantic crescent, four times as
Targe as the cresce mnlm:mm-munamd
on Gear ighs i the s of L Gonesn

Atter a while Korf evr, The

ip vas now Geuiog oo «m hundred
Kilometers above the mountains of the moon ant
Vit It i ditaet ooy vy greduly.

stron

I you now assume that the dn,n f.’n md

the bright central belt in its cour

by heshaded ea proaberie, whih s alockly

o pmvld:d "Wl very igh, mountins then gl
the last fw mines are sbsohtely

‘*‘E,, ey be it i Ko ol gen

“Your hypothesis fts in all respects. TE

sha st il shays
which s fatest

.s'

on the retun tip at a corresponding distance; then

e sl opls o e d my
rectly confirmed,” W,
Thea he sank again nto his usual silece.
CHAPTER XX
Uscertaia Hours
T bl s become ik te Geyon
te mig about the.
ihdm the moon, lél"l?'e un.i, 'Inl (|l'h
the moon, uader tions) might bave

indeed not yet circular; but a further lessening of
g»i would have decidedly inereased the diffclty
catching up with the rocket,
o fnée coretons” remarked Kot to Schi
‘now, “we must wait unil we see the rocket, For
e oment thre i othing o do b e he Geryon
ot fely inan llse which is otk
circular path of the rocket.’
et ship was again completely given over to
the free play of natural forees, the pressure sank
absolute weightlessaess was restored.

? awaking Secpers b found themselyes and ther rest-
in their cabias.

places foating aguin in
n after that the first sunbeam came though
{he indows. Fa b the sige o b ook s
lshiog o vy od the spctce ofthe sk
as repeated
ey

its fantastic size.
‘The crew became quickly g2y, now thatthe pres-
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sure had disappeared and weariness bad gon, like pnllrlvnl.insi it distance awa)

theappresianof 3 b drum, - "'p’n';.m-ulmhu.u
'm: nd: Mwuwzf

criticism, as he was sitting at coffee with and aow |

Berger. Mc i, b wis Boting around he torpedo.

casio chasing the brown globesof iquid. “When _*Very well” aid be,“the ifferece i our

we wee fist fortunate enough 1o sec it, it was un!oup: e vy rd s e b

down below. When we were hurring to the oon,

1o scrape by i, it shone into the carousel splendid- md.ulw

Iy ""ihﬂ%likﬁdtlﬂlﬂyil V'Ei(b it and a half meters,” n‘awlxmf."m‘

shaclaced maser. 1 should ot bave though the il anc of e sesnds|. That ctsponds

of such leaps. And to2 . of somewhat over 3 hundred

the warst ofal s that Mother Earth, whom I al- ers” be weat on, ater 2 briel

ways cousdered a steady relible lady of mature “That i sill o fr

years, bas become infected with these extrava:  Nearer and pearer cam conld

1o mention the moos, for this old secogniz the sim cylindricalskape

chap i goiog bis own way and is even bod enough

by “We must put on the bakes a bit more, or else we
ou seem to be humor, Uncle SamP"  skal shoot past it1*

Geryon
mmd.n.nnm .A-mem-
mm g hady. "

_ e o ‘ight of course come a bit closer,”sid Kort
goand i s i yas b to et e o B i e ‘We cancat
seves once more the rocket, and the

i
£z

this
wml..sm..,x-mhmu ieiog fenn S 2
wrise. Whea I yander, | remain w'f.d.n.u--"xﬂt influence disturbed the dynamic_equilibrium, o
‘some compelling circumstance stops me. As a phy- ﬁu‘r«#mﬂ”l&ﬂ:"fmm (:;-
o 2 o
mu of gravitation, you must perceive “m'z_ % w o

The
UCHINOW was sitting at the lookout, search- 3 the free fal lasts,
S mm By g prope afingand | The rocet d the Gy s e il e
‘been le to keep the Muﬁ‘]nnlkmmmm
ot hundeed Womcier from the at full speed. A passenger on one express
nﬁﬁtmudmlmiliwlntmpm\ unlhhhndlmlu[llgwindvv\vﬂlw
e whch o 3 ong dsne was he e s the g on e ot Ho can bridge the g b
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a dark wart onthe mmense bell of the Geryon,
N o e s Tevidows e

o ad e qion: o
ket had become

w‘l«p’lr = I i you would like m-,.:-d m‘:‘ma 1
and it to transparent, m m
take part, m”“ ki meu-',hﬁ.,.m
must not in u—-n:uu:;lwmmhu:um
Hall present e was il out i bis dongron,
g g Xorl ccamiod the irr o, which s s
of telephone had nough to. 2 person headfirst.
m-;.-.&":u‘i?-m s e h’ﬁ_‘tb«imd_lmmd from vt sid
Besides that, inow,
T s ek s ke e o e o Vihte kphone e Ge
10 the torpedo by means of shots and in case of Sl '&ﬂ!ﬂ“ﬁ'ﬂb‘ﬂﬁp:h_lhwili
oeed to et i theair within escapes, he will at oncebe killed, i
Saarcely e has no tic covering. 11 be still is .. .
which fac He &d not complete the set agin
beat bis Jook through the frosed
o nd i he ; o e e G i oy ko
2otk o oy Bl chamber i (oo sl for tat. The
thefour 1o do bt fsten on an s continer, o make the double
in the sunt m!’ ‘Be patient 3 fttle
foally shrunk oger
immeditely made the

sky. ey Iy necessiy arragemts.
bow they braked their fight with counter-  Proper equi airtight metal pipe, just big.
mzau‘kmm".namu'nmkm ‘enaugh o hold a man, having 2 pcumatic door at the
The first conneetion, & loose one, h ad, was welded on to the rocket, This was dos in
One of the ﬂySlxhinnw.'unm- 'ﬂm hnmwu;h;-:&uva:‘ﬁ
hrss “,,';,;"‘ "":“:,"“m"l;,f:,:',,,"'mn"“"“ and o extra rbber suit. Behind hir the auter
Wisowt ko e e s o s ok

— 0, working in the narrow
i e s sl alive” murmured  ehresspes made t s difcalt for B Soon

the iner door of the roeket lay open.
CHAPTER XXI
The Yogi

less e
Korf in an cffort to overcome his impatience.
a short time we shall know the troth.”

The Rocket Opened
EANWHILE the great cable-drum bad been

\CARCELY was the Skoryma, unrecogriz-
S e n e u»«:i."-uqmnmmp,
Ery St

e was bt s e cbunty,n order o
reain and make use of the present favorabl course

the ship. A
salor unwound the cable and fastened the end of the
i kg nhwnm Dorw o the aer 5l

it wriggled ke . gliter
k. Brekng of te s s 01 1 be ey
since weightlessnss prevented any resistance. The

ried around the moon
agin. A it dorwward pul showed it i
ere st wark, aryin the ship
away in an mty:'ky of the moon, to-

ward the
*Skoryma had hw»mm.wu

oo esly"aad withont Kkt Siwly te cable
vt ‘was there east around.

was wound up, became taut, and
of the rocket along slowly.
It came ioto view, @ marrow stee cylinder about

e the work on the rocket.
the mass

Bt oo it bamah o hathed 1o
lm:mlbwhm: o, At
e oo and the sarth,

e T b e s
llmmbew:l-kl

ft 0 the e o the e,
R

o the e ne, vas e el uvd o was
tegnd? mn,

appeared in the rle.
..mmn_mw 35 thogh e bad ame
to report. At seized
T e e e o e st e
“His heart st beats,” replied the old doctor shyly,
itis still lives.
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phenomenon which [ evec
ssw in all my practice.” He

stoped peakig, 2 tough
seeking
e i siver cied

ing which Korf's eyes never
Ieft bis face, be went

“Can you imagine a person lying unconscious for
thiee months, without taking any nourighment, and
sl ging? Livig? Being s owr”

Korf pas orehead, “Did you
sy hrés month, Do

i o o T ety on Now
enter 21t few oy afe be s he call o g
10 the ath. Then his strength, aot merely physial
Srenth bt rther thestengl o il 3nd bt s
to v ft i It vas wel o i o ik to
unconsciousness o think have
soing e to . 1t was el for b and | Bope
i, T e it e, depiiog
of el there n the gl
s

e st Sk
s sty writen duily notes—the m ok whid

in his fingers. I Skoryna had mo longer fulflled
this important daty, there was 0o doubt that he had
een unabie to do .

Sam prevented bis reding

the book st the moment. "Wart
e nger b i ou
can make an exact study of it

b, Fist It me fuih my
repot. Skocyaa 5 reduced
skin and bones, the image of 3

B sl iy in the abe
Do’ your best, Uncle Sam.

You must sacceed in saving the lfe of
of et arl
siail be overlooked,” murmured Sam
inxmusl), s thasgh he s;.:\l had something o His
ime, he

ploneer

be buried alive, to rise again years later 25
yogis. Lalways thought that fabalous. Iaveled
s, but

ity o extreme ol o oy

ful exact
e 2 Tong 5 b hs th strength o hld & el

albumi-
nous cells have a prolonged life—perbaps all this
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weake

llutuy

ty, and the llegbl
o

Kor found his suspicion 2 not rather bring about the sure
i e e e o o v ad k] et bl o s oo
b ovrbened, I n he Gy, sring -1 mid ecomio Dok g
tivly sowly and ithgood cooling app T am pting tred. 1l it el o
atus, the heat o fict i voie

must it have seemed in the tiny rocket as it sped
ng! There nuhum explanaionofthe failure a vt e s 3 Gobpr-

ofie gt sysen
Rt T bve found the diturbnce in
the electrcal system. The lead plates of the sor-
age batterie beat besause of the high temperature
o e e, casi 1 bt it

by o seant olloed 1 the
st eatry. ess. the pencil had then slipped
from the limp

Korf was ulkrly 1y confused, s b d te g book

wed descripions of the earth riing in  aside. ngs were su

m m| Vs obsrvaiaas eguding the dimiish- b ey
ing vy, od e Mﬂnnhyhlr— tri il

ing the heightof the s o ot e e e orments which Nn-l

h

an

5 et e ot M‘fr

the machine would have had a highes degree of
ciency by using several exhausts instead of one!

" “Kort felt confused. Had Suchinow then failed to
use this simple nd mld!dly bﬁﬁ ‘construction of
the powi e read urther.

o the o' g

et e it o
w widhout using considerably more aeceleation _the door

shots than were calculated. Can T venture to use
up the reserves to such an extent

" “The themameters indiste cght dgrees

below zero; at this temperatue there seems o be
i b b (he s, of bt rom
the un and the radiationint 3

. T kave pow circed sbou the moon st
igh bunded Klometes from the. srace. 3L
cours s  closed ellipe. Without usng tremen
o smosgsof ey | cinan each e it of
gravity. W now?"

’Fu e i m Iam pln[ sl he
ther was n.m, the,

I
F""’"”‘ iges o iﬁ’ o inder
gy ciriidges woud ot b rough o e
the fre fal, and dea i
What drad oty Sknryn o s
el The ony aermlie wee o sk 3
qm:kduﬂib}

& through space to the carth
o grdaly to Tl viim 10 maduss, thre i

anyone on earth sesn my lightsiy
st qul iy g iy oy o

fate that has come to, me.
which may be carried is sight.
forwom hope s Kot But b g wilite
before he construct ew invention? 1f I were
eran et Kort mun,. if only a single wurd
could reach me from tf , then it would be
o 1wt Bak doat i e doubt of the.
o iy o my et from my prison i s

f i {ollowing notes became more and more scan-

He could ot refuse her his pty and his respect,

$al. she had ety b and e to b She
had abused his confdence and trampled his heart
e ot 1 N i e yomed s e il

‘which seemed to hlm 00t to be bridged and
e bl
s; S be crid, when be o

et
i 1 b sl sd Kt bkl
“Natalka has awakened. Won't you see her?
She is asking for
Fan wblle mu vu slence in the cabin.
terrble combat with Eimelf
s sruggle sted fo whole minte. Then the

door opened,
AT, T

eomel” be cred hoar

Then b sty olowed b ol o

the bedside of this woman, whom he loved with the

constancy of a man of thirty, whom he bted with

the angerof an honorable man who s been shame-
fully cheated, and whom he admired as a martyr,

CHAPTER XXII
Natalla

¥ the comite Sk woked put, Kol
ugh the man as though through

B'

Natalka was alone in the cabin when Korf and
Finkle entered. Pale a5 a ghost, she was foatng.
‘wpon the bed, just \eld Tt 3 e by the slight
weight. She scarcely breathed, and her eyes were.

closed. Her lisening shart black haie contrasted

singly xih the ke i fce, Now and
again a faint flush, coming and going like a shadow,
ored her chess and st that e had re
rn

Minutes passed. Without moving, Kor
a the shar fstre n wich b coud ool v o
dificaly recogize the sweet fae of his assisant.
How this poor creature must have suffred! Pity
O e paet b

en Natlka opened ber eyes.
cast narrow |hlduwl hlawer |I!i The

rown yes ooked round th oo sar
then rested on Korf. A tender smile bea
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mouth, which had been pinched in as though in

Kot b murmared, “He ot comel

e gl B e e e
Butwtat of Ko he man, whor she had mistrate

T Weil b id cody. He
Himseli felt the flatness of his
youl How | thnk youl" b
This sounded 50 tender and true that Sam could
st understand how Korf was able to reply coldly:
or some one et is ndifiee
at o you, Lonly did my duty 332 mn®
T kiow," whispered Natalka, “you did not sus-
pect who Skoryna was, Allow Natalka to thank
you fo saviag Sk,
“I am spesking with Skoryna and I accept his

“That means then that—that you rejct Natalka's
thanks?”

n eyes were anxiously fixed on Korf, s
thoogh awaiting 2 judgment. Korf looked down
and did not reply. &
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With 5 groan the invalid fell back, while Sam
bent over he, greatly worried. Then he vt)\upued
to his brother-a-law: “Any

gave
ing of the day when Nata
tess—the dzy e 1ot o e
Gssppinoment n al is el Had Natal 1

then s not perhaps torturing him ?
you cannot forgive me?” continued Na-
ulln, and her q..mm. sounded like a plea. But
Korf remained si

After 2 wﬁh Noia straightened up. She.
mnumdwnm
sking too much of you. But

crminal s ugra witbot g » chane o =

sty himself.” Will you hear me?”

it
‘When Korf nodded agreement, Natalka whisp- il

ered with trembling lips, “August Korf, of what do
you aceuse me
Korf looked wp in surprise. “Do you ask me
that?” he answered in amazement, and yet it seemed
10 him that it would be hard to formulate an accuss-
tion.

s Lo sy et v r

A sange actinty ame owe Ko, Wiat
'u e to siy? What did he lu.\ly mow? Wi

this woman done to him? The energy cartridge|
Ddheldl]imuymls’ ‘And if 50, bad ot
hazard of her

t
young e hat s nvention s worthesa? Afer
his victory by means of the detonating s propul:
i whe 8 e aout e oo
50 longer mean anything to anyene? 1t would now

ieulous to make this :ﬁnr the subject M m
accusation. But wh is thoughts
fused. His vi ,-m M bm

s
clear to him a few minutes belore,
Lo dustat te simple uesion: <O whatdoy yuu a
i 5

Yo do ot answe?? i thetred yoiceof the
invalid. “Very welll ‘Then I skall tell you your
evance agast me” She remained sent o ore
tme, o collec her strength for what she had to

L0 o i ut 1 sy ies? st
the cartidge which
o vt T ook your et prop-

e o sty of ndicnce. It it
vorh menionng. - Th g Pl

i sdend, indee,for the st nt nfy Bt
st

wave of the hand my thelt of
e s sl Kot oo e te
oo Hetad e i iy asd o b

s Koy who ha ot
‘What remained of his accuss-

i —
oot

Sl sl o e, “Tises, August Korf,
1wl contes to you, You shlleen eveything”

i deon.

i s v -
simply make him rdice-

tes my father's rocket CoEM

al.h!n'mnl

Light from Natalla

LD Sim bad ke g soice of e change

kg ple i e, T xclemet
Although be as 3

physician was nsisteat on he patiat from

S harmbl emotions, b s o ol at speke

in things out clealy wasfar prefesabe to guawing.

et

ié

shor sanencen, broken by auses of xta:

i, Nl com

" dono copeal rom yvu!mllulnnm
we

necessary energy container of suficient capa-
iy o opente the ket 1 foud moe w1
eas intoricated me. I rec-
a g: o o superio 1 2y fthr's
y most dream seemed near ful-

o o v you aod {or you on

mmplmmlmimoi o v
devoted bis ‘which was also
istence. 1 otking urthrthan

e quikest posible completion of you.
‘work,the building of 3 space ship, to congquer et e
i yoi—thr
w the structure of his doubts totteri
Tistened ity to th st bt e ords
t on:

; He

el i you s
helper, " And \h:ho!hlwdall-hnpry

fave fowed n ad I s oy

i vt v et gl

“Natalka" cried Ko, ,mmblm' with emotion,

Byt the mvld connued undiurbed

“But ar cagemnessfor accomplishment

overcame al et feingsn me, Tt i 3 psic

el inkeritancefom my poor s b You

vk You efsed

uplh\ ma i imporershed Ger

necessary fands, lmplﬂznlly
podeys m the biding o mode which o be
P oy semed sttt wi

Sl slgtion B | g lor g

st berating dee, o markan poch n

“And whea I then saw that in yoor German thor-
s you were making no more progress and
that 20 rplse, whether ight or wrong, would set
you in motion, Tesults of your genius
before the warly etz bundless dillwuimmenl.
o steal, August Kor
md st o oy s sl hld bave
o you, in order to
okl heags. 1t was

was 3 crime :pmsl mkind

nd it

s nable work, ‘Natioas
Feand il ideas indoinonschange i he couse
of time, but in he begiming comes the desdl It

outlst it i the centre about

 Vhih peapc ad s roupl

ather's leters reached e in this frame of
written him that you had solved the
pmblm.udlh:hmmsnp caused bim to
act. He had fourd a financier, the Roumanian
mano Vacarescu. The consruction of the Suchinow
rocket bad started.  Thea I made comparisons bee
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e bim and you. There s myfther the
of iron insgired wih boundiess an
and an immeasarable will b in5=

necessary to
v,lnsdmgna dave ben s thie, o advane the

for my

s e o ymml My

e mwﬂm mcdwﬂm ‘work, and I think I have
eond tht i ot

e serifed mors than my boar 352 cieen
~Lave up bapiness o he grest ok
Korf was amazed to hear the recutions of 3

W aewonty e covered the hand of his loved
th kisses,

ou ezl tat b s one oo many and b
withdrew, He was no onger worried abou

Iooked for Suchioow, o tell im that bis
dnthwwnmn(dugumdhkdh:pn\sg

CHAPTER XXII

was becoming smaller and smaler,
in 4 yellowish disk flating in the
ky, while the earth inreased in size pro

ave  feiog that
in morality alo the chaps a limit of gravity,
morlity also ther s peraps 2 iy, iy

Al the anucky buring of your boratory 1
ever be built
Accarding to bourgeois idea
1o leave you at the time which was most dificult
for you and your work. Byt what is right—what
5 wong? Theyare das s up by human beogs,
vho come and gol 1w you work,seck, weigh,
and mvem‘m—qnd the time set my ool o
“T had i, - B a he
home oy ek S e e o
fully. My exhausts were diffrently constucte
kg but ta G o at o b my theit
oy s s nd g gowie sz 5 e
aidgs 1 facd my plans belre my
fahe and desried then s soen 1
o tis bl i, sioce my fathes wor
Tove miresed my @

100, s the fate o our focket bas pr
wmm».my,m-mmea.m.m
you, the man Koct, Under any circumstances—by
et which you know— bad 0 etp you from
seeking ater me, which might have been dangerous

muymnuandmmn,mmu«u
2 time N in exhaustion.
mmmmm fll of emoton

space ship is
mm(\ g e e, 4T am appy that it
is ater all Korf's work which has won the victory.
At ey ‘ll for el from the moon helped 9
constructon, then I gladly take upon
:yull e pdementof the workd, ad 1 am roud

ad long since los b proud bearing. With
In-mui eyes he had listened to Natalla's confes-
sion, Her words rang in s e, and e ent s
Bead inshame-in shime bt of the reveling
of s vl wich vas sroges han s ow
A if you raly hae done wiong he cred,
when she wis slen, “tose gt weeks up
there in horrible fonelfness would outweigh a mur-

 There was a faint sorrowful smile on Natalka's

“They mean nothng,” she sad softly, “compared
‘with the anguish of my heart when I itroduced m
Brthe i Mertens fo you seas 1y husband.
Thatwas my hrdest s

“NaallaP* stammered Korf, bis heast almost too

e aronnd the mone b b e lon 3 it
in the moon's orbit it w
cart o the retar p more an th i oward he
S0 40t s crsesnt o G ety e allr
More than half of its disk was already shining in
the sunlght,
Berger, who had taken charge of the ship for the
(i bin, s ot considaring et it wold
. Off the exhausts altogether at the
oot e imin o the 3
aon 5 ko el 5 v ot e
et opinia st Justtea

“Why 50 grim a face, my dear Berger? We are
meud Yound
“Grim, doctor?” said Berger with a laugh. "Nt

culd ng w
s R e idew L lnx'}mvd«n g mhether L bad

tte distrd
tions as to what to
Sam touched Berger’s arm. “Not 1o
b:mlmludnlanywm)ud[mullltxﬂ
.
Ty tre, remarked Berger confidenti-
sy umu. 'Vl i o  Freach repories?

“What
o)tk W5 e Russianroket inventor, Suck-

"Hnw do you know?"
rWel, T vas thiking about iy pcaar
For a newspaper man he had  bit too

of the . And then way
Shou the rockel, which e knew perfcly wel i
e g out before we had gven atiaced he cble
ek 1o mysell ht thee way some.
g e shout e And the o 1 ot e
read in some Lindau newspaper, before we started,
that theconprcor o he famous skt had been
dly gassed during the war and in consequence
I Jemrkable geEh spots o is e, So 1 was
not hard t0 assume that
1t ety R toges, iy dear Berger and he
uchinow, Anxiety about bis rocket
Brought i o bond ur i And doyou know
‘who Skar
"The condcior o he rcket
“Not a conductor but 2 conductress! Skoryra is
v
“Good Heavens! All hanor to her I cried Berger.
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Wt o il Relly 4 g e tt might please i

even me, certainy n the ladies
bt 3 e b it v ik
it beautiful stockings, drink coffee, and vait for
onetoconé oag 2 ke them vy Bt
“Yes, we must take of our
that o Berger” Sam rioned
L Tt was important that Natalka should not be
indgon DL o s he soant who
used to work with Korf?” he weat on.
“Of course,” sid Berger, “she was a Miss Weisz,
i1 -mmm rightly. She had a clever hesd, this
than many an eninir i
e vt 1 beens ve that Korf was very sorry
‘whea she weat away."
“Now listen! s‘mummmmu
Miss Weisz!”

Berger's mouth in amazement.
“Whatl Thmmlmtmnrimkrm
il tock in

ofasude

absence of weight,

not
surpred tht Kot St hm fond of his assistant.
Spri o

orthy of each othe
at s Wit | Lhmkl"af:mdsz el leased.

g

He

et seemed 1o v

e he ad to
Becgr, an comasvtc sallo of s

e ofi
and space,

did mot e o the word  Jargo would. 3 ong

judge Natalka's

“But what 1 wmted 'n isk Berger, was whether
you fad seen Suchin

VA quarter of an hour ago he got a rubber suit
s ot o s ekt e proably b v
ous thm!: to tinke on it”

Since. mhldmlhmg ett zr ‘he determi
10 leave the shxy also for a little trip. He (m:ltd

yon close to it and looked in at the

windows. Theﬂ he saw Natalka, smi
‘hand in hand with Korf, who was uguly
woher,

ly.

T beg a thousand pardons!” said Sam, snicker-
ing o himsl. " il ot el e umed
quickly away and soon reached the bow of the ship.

ell, what is the matter there?” he cried in as-
oismcn,when be s the rocet g some

that held it Suchinow was just
unmwmgﬁmm-mmm

Where e you griog”

o st g ot o

vt Buseied by the absolute

weightlessness, he had fot put on a telephone wite

and was therefore not comeeted with the ship's
ne.

inow did not pay asy attenton o Sam but

v e el

What are you doing with the rocket?” he cried
oz ¢

again,
leap he sped
D e e, R e e v ok udbnly

atsid. Resect o Nataka's sccompiih. b
oy ditaned views OF

m,:’ﬁ fled cartridge belts. Al

haighty Gemon
from the ship toward the rocket, It inter

i

pace, and the speeding torpedo was al-
ing in the distance.
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RS Tin periect conditcn. In the name of the _trased with the arker oceans that one might bave
company T express to M. Korl my thanks and best  thought he saw below him an exceiently con-
“Space ship Geryon, February 7, “The Geryon steered for the eas edge of the eart,
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i bt S bt e el i g of e g o e s s e S
law.

“You have Bty year bes ofyo, Gusl K 138 !

m"y‘.ﬁ.’d,mm,}’ﬁmiﬂ w-qmmmﬁmmmg—-n

weak and needs rest. Be sensible!”

T these words he did not suspect that e  hayir -

e ot sl g sl o Ko A 5000

surprised Korf orf’s rad mhdﬂlhhlifuhra
&

Sechinow’s fight surpei bt did not
ol i much Al ot he st niflraly. - ary i, Ve ey he i e
¥ b ppesredf the Cryon s b dippers g plce was s il puple The amer 6
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